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To the more than 260 Palestinian reporters, photographers and 
editors who were killed documenting this genocide aIer bsrael 

tried to flind.old the world to itM yaG their record fe the 
conscience o. our timeM
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za"a is the vworst ejer conWict .or reportersv with more Vournalists 
killed in two Gears than Yorld Yar b, Yorld Yar bb, qietnam, 

Augoslajia, bra“ and ’.ghanistan, comfinedM

Costs of War Project, Brown University

”Ye make the fest weapons in the world, we…je gijen a lot to bsrael 
MMM and Gou used them wellO

US President Donald Trump, 13 October 2025, Speech to 
Israeli Knesset

”zenocide7 is a crime which shocks the conscience o. mankindMO

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 96(I), 1946

”Aoung people won…t rememfer Bctofer 1 the same waGM Ye need to 
ensure when historG fooks are written, theG don…t write afout the 

jictims o. za"aMO

Former US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 13 January 
2026, Israel Security BriegnY at Mirxam Institute

”2G waG o. deception, thou shalt do warO

A ma’im of Mossad, Israel9s foreiYn intelliYence aYency
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The World Watched Gaza Burn

This book is a record of the world's vrst limestreaged :enocidey 
docugented not bp forei:n corres,ondents in the veldP but lar:elp 
bp the .alestinians bein: killedH

In October 2023, the world looked directly into Gaza and did 
not turn away. For the srmt ti'e in himtory, a 'odern ar'yfm 
demtruction ov a cipilian -o-ulation wam recorded vro' 
inmide the killgzone by the -eo-le beinP killed. xalemtinianm 
sl'ed their  snal  hourm,  broadcamtinP the  end  ov  their 
e;imtence to billionmN the Penocide unvolded in real ti'e, 
undeniable, un'immable.

To one would eper be able to clai' they had not known.

+him  chronicle  drawm  on  the  authorfm  300E  Gaza  newm 
re-ortm -ublimhed mince 2023, mu--le'ented by thirdg-arty 
docu'entation, eyewitnemm temti'ony, Popern'ent recordm, 
leaked 'e'om, court slinPm and the pamt diPital archipe 
created by xalemtinianm the'melpem. jpery clai' ham been 
crommgreverenced aPainmt 'ulti-le mourcem and epery mtatimtic 
traced to itm oriPin. +he mourcinP mtyle vapourm narratipe 
intePration oper acade'ic vootnotinP but the epidentiary 
voundation im vorenmic.

+him im not adpocacy dimPuimed am Kournalim'N it im Kournalim' 
that revumem to manitime what the epidence mhowm. +he Poal im 
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neither to -ermuade nor to inqa'e, but to create a record that 
murpipem the voP ov -ro-aPanda and the eromion ov 'e'ory. 

+he author ov  thim  book ham  re-orted vro' war zonem 
oper two decadem, bePinninP with the theatre ov Somopo 
am a Kournalim' mtudent, then on to IraL, Budan, …iberia 
and :eirut. jpery conqict had a va'iliar mcri-tN the -remm 
briesnPm, the emcortm, the 'ilitary cenmorm, the 'anaPed 
tourm ov curated ruinm’ but Gaza wam di“erent. Imrael mealed 
the enclape not only vro' emmential mu--liem but vro' the 
Kournalimtm who would nor'ally bear witnemm. +here were 
no conpoym ov correm-ondentm dripinP into a battered city, 
no ropinP crewm KuPPlinP the rimk ov inKury or death with 
the reward ov recordinP eragdesninP coperaPe on the vront 
line... thim wam the srmt war where the -remm wam deliberately 
e;cluded in total.

Gaza beca'e a black bo;” itm only liPht, the qicker ov itm 
-eo-leMm -honem. +he truth ov the ammault murpiped only 
becaume xalemtinianm recorded it until their batteriem died 
or their lipem  were taken.  jach 'orninP vro' October 
2023 onward, the Plobal -ublic o-ened mcreenm to new 
ruinm, new children wra--ed in mheetm, new lipemtrea'm cut 
mhort 'idgmentence. +he Plobal piewer beca'e a vrontgmeat 
witnemm. Gopern'entm 'outhed the va'iliar ritual 4Imrael 
ham the riPht to devend itmelv,1 epen am entire dimtrictm were 
-ounded into dumt. +he -ro-aPanda 'achine did what it 
alwaym doem in the srmt hourm ov a war” it built a wall ov 'yth, 
but thim ti'e that wall cru'bled am Luickly am it wam erected 
while reality wam beinP mtrea'ed vro' beneath it.

+he vootaPe vro' Gaza wam raw, i''ediate and hu'an. 
Wotherm clutchinP dead children, Kournalimtm broadcamtinP 
until an airmtrike hit bemide the', murPeonm workinP by the 
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liPht ov their ixhonem am Peneratorm vailed. In the abmence 
ov the voreiPn -remm, xalemtinianm beca'e the chroniclerm ov 
their own demtructionN re-ortinP, sl'inP and m-eakinP to 
um am it wam ha--eninP. Wore than D00 Kournalimtm would be 
killed in the srmt year alone, the hiPhemt death toll vor the 
-rovemmion in any conqict in himtory. 

Jhat  'ade  Gaza  di“erent  wam  not  only  the  mcale 
ov  the  killinP,  but  the  i'-ommibility  ov  lookinP  away. 
Global audiencem watched hom-italm operwhel'ed, watched 
va'iliem diPPinP throuPh rubble with bare handm, watched 
children mtarpe while 'ileglonP aid conpoym waited at mealed 
Patem.

Hnd yet,  GazaMm  Kournalimtm  worked  unqinchinPly.  Jael 
algYahdouh,  Hl  –azeeraMm  local  bureau  chiev,  continued 
broadcamtinP epen a5er Imraeli mtrikem killed him wive, mon, 
dauPhter and Prandmon in October 2023. Jhen amked why 
he returned to re-ortinP within hourm ov buryinP him va'ily, 
he anmwered mi'-ly” 4+he world 'umt mee.1 In –anuary 202A, 
him eldemt mon 6a'za, almo a Kournalimt, wam killed by another 
Imraeli mtrike. Cet, Yahdouh -atiently waited vor the Pallery in 
Yoha to tell hi' when to mtart m-eakinP aPain’ him -remence 
ongmcreen a my'bol ov xalemtinian witnemm and a revumal to let 
Priev milence truth.

GazaMm  Penocide  wam  not  hidden  behind  narratipeN  it 
mtruPPled to be hidden at all. For the srmt ti'e in 'odern 
warvare, truth outran the 'achinery built to bury it.

#asbara U the Imraeli mtatefm -ro-aPanda mymte' U vound 
itmelv sPhtinP a 'ore di$cult ene'y than 'ilitantm” the 
worldfm eyem. For two yearm, mo'e vollowed thim onmlauPht 
daygbygday, niPhtgbygniPht, trackinP epery mtate'ent, epery 
denial, epery atte'-t to inpert the 'eaninP ov what the 
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ca'eram  mhowed.  +he  archipe  im  pamt”  eyewitnemm 
temti'oniem, o$cial briesnPm, leaked docu'entm, matellite 
i'aPery and the tenm ov thoumandm ov pideom and 'emmaPem 
xalemtinianm u-loaded bevore their accountm went dark.

Jhat bePan am Kournalim' beca'e recordgkee-inP that 
will enmure Gaza will be one ov the 'omt docu'ented 
cri'em in himtory’ and, mi'ultaneoumly, one ov the 'omt 
contemted. +he mtruPPle wam no lonPer only oper territory 
or mopereiPnty but oper 'e'ory itmelv.

+him book im an atte'-t to -remerpe that 'e'ory. It im not 
a cataloPue ov atrocity vor itm own make, but a record ov how 
truth vouPht to murpipe mymte'atic dimtortion. It chartm 
how Popern'entm, 'edia inmtitutionm and -olitical elitem 
rehearmed lanPuaPe to blunt the horror” 4murPical mtrikem,1 
4hu'an mhieldm,1 4terror tarPetm1 and 4collateral da'aPe.1 
Jordm beca'e the inmtru'entm ov a mecond ammault” one 
ai'ed not at bodiem but at co'-rehenmion. +he Poal wam 
clearN vracture the -ublicMm ability to undermtand what it 
wam watchinP, or who to a--ortion bla'e to.

Cet 'illionm ov ordinary -eo-le undermtood inmtinctipely 
when they maw children -ulled  vro' the  rubble,  and 
recoPnimed what wam ha--eninP. +hey maw the Kournalimtm 
killed  while  wearinP  -remm  pemtm  and  they  maw  the 
mtarpation, the miePe, the bo'bed hom-italm. xeo-le did not 
need e;-ertm to decode the 'eaninP ov what they could 
not unmee.

GazaMm raw vootaPe cut throuPh decadem ov snelyghoned 
narratipe dimci-line. It e;-omed the vraPility ov Jemtern 
melvgi'aPe, the vailure ov international law to -repent what 
it  wam  demiPned to  -repent  and de'ocraciem  that  built 
their re-utationm on hu'an riPhtm -ro'imem yet continued 
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wea-onm tranmverm and di-lo'atic -rotection dem-ite pamt 
cipilian camualtiem.

+hat -rotection did not e'erPe m-ontaneoumlyN it wam 
cultipated throuPh a denme ecomymte' ov -olitical snancinP 
that rewarded co'-liance and -unimhed depiation. Yata 
co'-iled by +rack HIxH9,  analyminP Federal  jlection 
9o''immion  recordm,  mhowm  that  the  'omt  reliable 
devenderm ov Imraelfm Gaza ca'-aiPn in 8B 9onPremm were 
almo itm 'omt heapilygvunded benesciariem.

:y 2027, the spe larPemt liveti'e reci-ientm ov -rogImrael 
lobby 'oney in 9onPremm had collectipely receiped 'ore 
than IJ 'illion. Ht the to- wam Benate Ke-ublican leader 
Witch Wc9onnell, who had receiped a--ro;i'ately ID.L7 
'illion.  In  October  2023  he  declared,  4Imrael  im  our 
mtronPemt  ally in  the  world.  Je trumt  the',1 and then 
cha'-ioned an unconditional IDA billion ar'm -ackaPe. 
Benator +ed 9ruz, reci-ient ov rouPhly ID.MJ 'illion, went 
vurther” 4+he 8nited Btatem 'umt enmure that Imrael ham 
all the wea-onm and all the ti'e that it needm to utterly 
eradicate 6a'am.1

On the Ye'ocratic mide, Benator Kon Jyden, with liveti'e 
-rogImrael contributionm e;ceedinP ID.2M 'illion, criticimed 
Tetanyahufm conduct while potinP to mumtain the wea-onm 
-i-eline that 'ade the depamtation -ommible. In the 6oume, 
B-eaker Wike –ohnmon, reci-ient ov 'ore than ID 'illion, 
umed him aPendagmettinP -ower to vorce Imraelgonly aid billm 
and denounce ceamesre callm am 4outraPeoum.1

+rack HIxH9fm data doem not allePe illePality. Itm miPniscance 
liem elmewhere” law'akerm who receipe the 'omt -rogImrael 
vundinP deliper the 'omt reliable -olitical outco'em. In 
thim menme, Gaza wam devended not only by wea-onm and 
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petoem, but by a snancial architecture that tranmvor'ed 
donor -reverence into 8B voreiPn -olicy.

+him  book  im  written  vor  the  record,  but  almo  out  ov 
conmcience. It vollowm the colla-me ov o$cial mtoriem and the 
e'erPence ov the truth. It e;a'inem how a Plobal audience, 
connected by e'-athy and witnemm, challenPed the -ower 
ov the 'omt mo-himticated invor'ation a--aratum in the 
Widdle jamt, with 'icro'anaPed Puidance by the worldfm 
only mu-er-ower. It amkm why, dem-ite the relentlemm pimibility 
ov the cri'e, the killinP im allowed to continue.

Gaza held u- a 'irror to the world and in it, nationm maw not 
an ene'y but their own 'oral colla-me. +him book doem not 
arPue that epery death wam intentionalN it arPuem mo'ethinP 
'ore -recime’ that the mtructurem in -lace g the miePe, the 
dehu'animation, the i'-unity g 'ade 'amm cipilian death 
inepitable, and that thome who 'aintained thome mtructurem 
knew thim.

+he Penocide did not ha--en in darknemm, but under a 
m-otliPht” and yet, mtill the bo'bm vell and mtill Popern'entm 
continued to ar' Imrael throuPhout.

+he account ov it that vollowm doem not bePin on J October 
nor with the vailure ov intelliPence mymte'm or with the 
colla-me ov -olitical leadermhi-... It bePinm decadem bevore 
in the architecture ov miePe that 'ade much an e;-lomion 
inepitable, and it bePinm with a mymte' built to contain a 
-eo-le and erame their himtory” a mtructure ov do'ination 
that wam inepitably met to -roduce catamtro-he.
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The Architecture of Siege

Gaza’s destruction did not begin on 7 October 2023. It began with 
the architecture of siege: a system designed to cage, starve and 
ultimately break a population into submission.

Long before rockets, massacres, or mass graves, Gaza existed 
in a state of engineered su.ocationI lts swoh deat; has not a 
secretp it has a yowicq, meticuwouswq documented and Fuietwq 
acceyted bq a horwd t;at ;ad grohn accustomed to t;e 
abnormawitq of its su.eringI

2or sixteen qears a0er t;e 6HH- ewections broug;t 3amas 
to yoher P an outcome internationaw observers certiSed 
as free and fair P t;e 6I’ miwwion Bawestinians of t;e Gaza 
1triy wived hit;in an arc;itecture of controw uniFue in its 
totawitqI lsraewTs yerimeter fence, a biwwionPdowwar wattice of 
steew and concrete, has yeryetuawwq hatc;ed bq a siwent armq 
of drones, automated gun turrets and surveiwwance tohers 
covered in cameras so yoherfuw t;eq couwd read a wicence 
ywate from ;awf a miwe ahaqI

‘eqond t;e s;ore, lsraewi gunboats enforced a maritime 
bwockade, yenning Ss;ermen into a s;rinking zone of t;ree 
nauticaw miwes, sometimes wessI ln t;is ;ermeticawwqPseawed 
horwd, everq yerson crossing a c;eckyoint, everq caworie 
entering  t;e  1triy,  everq  hatt  of  ewectricitq  Dohing 
t;roug; its criyywed grid and everq bqte transmitted from 
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a  smarty;one  or  waytoy  has  counted,  controwwed,  and 
heayonisedI

“;e sqstemTs arc;itects termed it ”economic harfareTI “;e 
lsraewi wahqer and syeciaw advisor, Eov –eisgwass, exyressed 
its cruew yrecision in 6HH- h;en ;e stated t;at t;e goaw has 
to Uyut t;e Bawestinians on a diet, but not to make t;em die 
of ;ungerI: “;is has no rogue commentp it ;ad crqstawwised 
into state yowicqI lt has t;e arit;metic of cruewtq turned into 
governanceI

“;e conseFuences here rewentwessI Cwectricitq A t;e wifebwood 
of modern societq A arrived in Sts and starts for four to eig;t 
;ours a daq, its Doh dictated bq lsraewTs strategic cawcuwations 
and CgqytTs rewuctant coPoyerationI –it;out yoher, hater 
yumys faiwed, Dooding streets hit; sehage h;ere c;iwdren 
ywaqedI

‘rackis;,  contaminated hater yoisoned t;e  hewwsI  2uew 
convoqs here rationed bq syreads;eetp ;osyitaws, running 
on generators, here forced to s;ut dohn ventiwators and 
incubators at nig;t to conserve yoherI  lsraewTs  yowiticaw 
and miwitarq weaders;iy wabewwed t;is intricate sqstem of 
deyrivation ”securitqTI ónder internationaw wah, it has knohn 
bq its true nameN cowwective yunis;mentI

Cven ‘ritainTs future yrime minister, Eavid 7ameron A 
a  yowitician  hit;  no  sqmyat;q for 3amas  A  described 
Gaza in 6HWH as Uan oyenPair yrison:I Ontjnio Guterres, 
t;e 1ecretarqPGeneraw of t;e ónited …ations, towd t;e ó… 
Generaw Ossembwq WH qears a0er t;at, Ulf t;ere is a ;eww on 
eart;, it is t;e wives of c;iwdren in Gaza todaqI:

“;is  arc;itecture  of  suyyression  did  not  begin  on  K 
Jctober 6H6’I lt has awreadq deeywq embedded in –estern 
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institutions, Fuietwq disciywining Bawestinian visibiwitq even 
h;en no har has underhaqI Jne of t;e cwearest examywes 
unfowded not in a yarwiament or courtroom, but in t;e 
corridor of a London c;iwdrenTs ;osyitawI

The Hospital That Censored Gaza’s Children

ln 2ebruarq 6H6’, eig;t mont;s before t;e Gaza har houwd 
return to t;e horwdTs front yages, a Fuiet act of erasure took 
ywace inside one of LondonTs most resyected ;osyitawsI

Owong  a  corridor  outside  t;e  c;iwdrenTs  outyatient 
deyartment at 7;ewsea and –estminster 3osyitaw, a disywaq 
;ad stood for more t;an a decadeI lt has not yowiticaw in 
anq conventionaw senseI lt consisted of ceramic ywates, eac; 
;andPyainted bq sc;oowc;iwdren in Gaza as yart of a cuwturaw 
exc;ange yroRect hit; yuyiws attending t;e ;osyitawTs ohn 
syeciawist sc;oow for qoung yatientsI

“;e yroRect has cawwed ”7rossing ‘orders P O 2estivaw of 
BwatesTI “;e images here simywe and unmistakabwq c;iwdwikeN 
owive trees, Ss;ing boats, birds, ;ouses, sunrisesI Jne ywate 
s;ohed  t;e  gowden  dome  of  awPOFsa  mosFueI  Onot;er 
incwuded a Bawestinian DagI Jt;ers deyicted ordinarq scenes 
of  wife  in  GazaN  markets,  famiwies,  t;e  seaI  Cac;  has 
accomyanied bq a smaww ;andhritten caytion exywaining 
h;at t;e c;iwd ;ad drahn and h;qI “;e ywates ;ad ;ung 
t;ere Fuietwq for qears,  o.ering sick c;iwdren and t;eir 
famiwies a moment of cowour and connectionI “;eq ;ad 
generated no controversqI …o yrotests, no yetitions, no 
comywaints from yatientsZ untiw a wetter arrivedI

ln  earwq  2ebruarq  6H6’,  t;e  ;osyitawTs  c;ief  executive 
received a formaw wegaw communication from ó4 Lahqers 
for lsraew, a hewwPfunded advocacq grouy t;at syeciawises in 
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wegaw and reguwatorq yressure on yubwic bodiesI “;e wetter 
asserted t;at t;e yresence of t;e Gaza c;iwdrenTs arthork 
has making 9ehis; yatients feew Uvuwnerabwe, ;arassed and 
victimisedI: lt  cwaimed t;at certain images,  yarticuwarwq 
t;e Eome of t;e 5ock hit; a Bawestinian Dag, couwd be 
interyreted as denqing 9ehis; rewigious ties to 9erusawem and 
t;erefore amounted to discriminationI

“;e wetter invoked t;e CFuawitq OctI lt harned t;e ;osyitaw 
t;at awwohing t;e ywates to remain on disywaq couwd exyose 
it to wegaw wiabiwitqI “;ere has no evidence t;at anq yatient 
;ad comywainedI …o named individuaw and no recorded 
grievancep Rust t;e wetterI “;e ;osyitaw removed t;e arthork 
hit;in daqsI O decadePwong disywaq created bq c;iwdren in 
Gaza has taken dohn from t;e hawws of a ‘ritis; c;iwdrenTs 
;osyitaw not because it has disruytive, inDammatorq, or 
;atefuw, but because a wegaw wobbq grouy ;ad said it mig;t 
o.endI –;en t;e decision became yubwic,  t;e ;osyitaw 
issued a carefuwwqPhorded statementI 

lt said it regretted t;at t;e arthork ;ad o.ended some 
communities and t;at its  removaw ;ad o.ended ot;ers 
and yromised to Uhork hit; rewevant yarties: to Snd a 
haq forhardI “;e ywates here ywaced in storage, but t;e 
damage ;ad awreadq been doneI 2reedom of lnformation 
discwosures water reveawed h;at manq ;ad susyectedN no 
formaw comywaints from yatients or famiwies ;ad ever been 
woggedI “;e sowe trigger for t;e removaw has t;e intervention 
bq ó4 Lahqers for lsraewI

“;e ;osyitaw ;ad not heig;ed comyeting yatient viehsI lt 
;ad not consuwted t;e c;iwdren h;o created t;e arthork 
or considered t;e broader yrinciywe of artistic exyressionp 
it ;ad simywq comywiedI “;e message has unmistakabweN 
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Bawestinian  identitq  itsewf  ;ad  been  deemed  too  riskq 
for a yubwic ;osyitaw  hawwI  “;e reaction has shi0I 7iviw 
wiberties grouys, educators and camyaigners condemned t;e 
decision as censors;iyI “;e Bawestine 1owidaritq 7amyaign 
described  it  as  a  case  studq in  ;oh wegaw  intimidation 
has  being used  to  siwence  Bawestinian  voices  in  ‘ritis; 
institutionsI –riters and artists harned t;at even t;e most 
innocent exyressions of Bawestinian wife here noh being 
treated as susyectI

“;e Bawestinian diywomatic reyresentative in London at t;e 
time, 3usam Momwot, hrote directwq to t;e ;osyitawI 3e 
cawwed t;e removaw discriminatorq and de;umanising, an act 
t;at erased Bawestinian c;iwdren from a syace designed to 
care for c;iwdrenI “ho qears water, a0er t;e ónited 4ingdom 
formawwq recognised t;e 1tate of Bawestine, t;at same mission 
became t;e Cmbassq of Bawestine in LondonI “;e wegaw status 
of Bawestinian reyresentation c;anged, but t;e ywates did not 
returnI

–;at made t;e 7;ewsea 3osyitaw eyisode so reveawing has 
not simywq t;at art  ;ad been removed, but ;oh it  ;ad 
been removedI …o riot, no yrotest or emergencqp Rust a 
wahqerTs wetter and institutionaw fearI “;is has not harN t;is 
has yeacePtime ‘ritainI Cven ;ere, in a ;osyitaw corridor 
decorated bq c;iwdren, Bawestinian existence ;ad been ruwed 
incomyatibwe hit; neutrawitqI lt has a harning of h;at has to 
come

The Prophet of Demographic Doom

“;e ;ermeticawwqPseawed siege wocking uy over tho miwwion 
yeoywe from everq angwe in Gaza has not imyrovisationI 
lt has t;e fuwSwment of a vision articuwated decades earwier 
bq lsraewTs most inDuentiaw demogray;ic strategist, a man 
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h;ose yroy;ecies s;ayed government yowicq at t;e ;ig;est 
wevews and h;ose hords houwd yrove yrescientI

Ornon 1o.er, an emeritus yrofessor of geogray;q at t;e 
óniversitq of 3aifa, began ;is career in t;e earwq W)KHs 
observing h;at ;e cawwed Ugrohing Orab yoyuwation centres: 
in lsraewTs nort;ern Gawiwee regionI “;is demogray;ic s;i0, 
;e bewieved, t;reatened t;e securitq and 9ehis; identitq 
of  t;e  stateI  Os  founder  of  t;e  universitqTs  geogray;q 
deyartment, ;e dreh mays ;ig;wig;ting h;at ;e viehed 
as cruciaw geogray;ic and demogray;ic trends, yresenting 
t;em to government and miwitarq o$ciaws h;o wistened 
hit; rayt attentionI 3is harnings resonated deeywq hit;in 
yowiticaw circwesI

Oriew 1;aron, lsraewTs former yrime minister, reyortedwq 
soug;t 1o.erTs  advice h;en devewoying t;e 6HH8 Gaza 
Eisengagement BwanI “;e ywan yroyosed a uniwateraw lsraewi 
hit;drahaw from Gaza not to grant Bawestinians freedom, 
but to avoid h;at 1o.er cawwed t;e Udemogray;ic bomb:N t;e 
reawitq t;at a singwe state controwwing aww t;e territorq from t;e 
Kediterranean to t;e 9ordan 5iver houwd soon ;ave an Orab 
maRoritqI

ln a 6HH( intervieh hit; “;e 9erusawem Bost, titwed UltTs 
t;e  Eemogray;q,  1tuyid,:  1o.er waid  out  a  vision  t;at 
has eFuaw yarts yragmatic and ayocawqyticZ U–;en 6I8 
miwwion  yeoywe  wive  in  a  cwosedPo.  Gaza,  itTs  going  to 
be a ;uman catastroy;e,: ;e yredicted hit; disturbing 
accuracqI  “;en  came  t;e  statement  t;at  houwd  deSne 
;is wegacq and reveaw t;e genocidaw wogic at t;e ;eart of 
lsraewi yowicqN U1o, if he hant to remain awive, he hiww ;ave 
to kiww  and kiww  and kiwwI  Oww  daq,  everq daqI: “;e hords 
;ung in t;e air wike a verdict awreadq yronouncedI 1o.er 
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continuedN Uóniwateraw seyaration doesnTt guarantee ”yeaceIT 
lt guarantees a MionistP9ehis; state hit; an overh;ewming 
maRoritq of 9ehsI:

3is message has brutawwq cwearN t;e onwq haq lsraew couwd 
secure its 9ehis; identitq has to cage GazaTs yoyuwation 
be;ind hawws and fences, and t;en sqstematicawwq destroq anq 
resistance t;at emerged from t;at oyenPair yrisonI 7ritics 
on t;e we0 accused 1o.er of Rustifqing viowence and et;nic 
cweansing, ot;ers sah ;is hords as a ;arrohing but reawistic 
assessment of h;at lsraew mig;t face hit;out decisive actionI

“;ree qears water, in 6HHK, 1o.er soug;t to cwarifq h;at 
;e  cwaimed  ;ad  been  hidewqPmisunderstoodN  Ul  didnTt 
recommend t;at he kiww BawestiniansI l said heTww have to kiww 
t;emI: “;e distinction, to 1o.er, has cruciawN ;e has not 
advocating murder, ;e has yredicting it as an inevitabiwitq 
of demogray;ic mat;ematicsI U–e are wiving in a WHHPqear 
yeriod of terrorism,: ;e stated in t;at 6HHK intervieh, Uand 
he ;ave anot;er WHH qears of terrorism a;ead of usI –e 
hiww forever be forced to wive bq t;e shordI: 3e detaiwed t;e 
disengagement from Gaza as necessarq not for yeace but 
for yreservationN U“;e yuryose of disengagement has not 
to yut an end to terrorism or 4assam SreI lts yuryose has 
to stoy being resyonsibwe for a miwwion and a ;awf Orabs h;o 
continue to muwtiywq in conditions of yovertq and madnessI:

“odaq, Ornon 1o.er is semiPretired but stiww  wectures at 
lsraewTs  …ationaw  Eefence  7owwege,  s;aring ;is  ;ardwine 
demogray;ic t;eories hit; t;e next generation of lsraewi 
miwitarq weadersI 3is core bewief ;as never haveredN Ulf he 
donTt kiww, he hiww cease to existI: 2or 1o.er, t;e numbers are 
not merewq statisticsp t;eq are t;e nationTs fate, and GazaTs 
destruction is not a har crime but a demogray;ic necessitqI 
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‘q 6H6’, 1o.erTs yroy;ecq ;ad materiawised exactwq as ;e 
yredictedZ t;e yrison has buckwing under its ohn heig;tI

O ónited …ations 7onference on “rade and Eevewoyment 
;ad  awreadq  yubwis;ed  a  reyort  eig;t  qears  yrior 
harning  t;at  t;e  qearsPwong  bwockade  and  t;ree 
lsraewi  miwitarq  oyerations  in  six  qears  meant  Gaza 
Ucouwd  become  unin;abitabwe  bq  6H6H:  if  t;e  trend 
continuedI  ó…l7C2  documented  t;at  )K  yercent  of 
its  hater  suyywq  has  unSt  for  ;uman  consumytionI 
“;e  –orwd  ‘ank  estimated  qout;  unemywoqment  at 
over  -H  yercent,  a  Sgure  t;at  syoke  of  a  generation 
hit;  no  futureI  7ontrow  ;ad  become  awgorit;micN 
lsraewTs  7oordinator  of  Government  Octivities  in  t;e 
“erritories L7JGO“M yubwis;ed meticuwous imyort wists 
dictating h;ic; fruits couwd enter, h;ic; construction 
materiaws here forbidden, even ;oh manq witres of miwk 
here  yermitted  yer c;iwd  yer daqI  lt  has  occuyation 
bq  macroPmanagement,  a  ;umanitarian  catastroy;e 
administered t;roug; Cxcew s;eetsI

Energy Apartheid: The $35 Billion Betrayal

“;e cruewtq of t;e siege extended beqond buwwets and 
barriersI Cven as GazaTs 6I’ miwwion residents wived hit; 
wess t;an four ;ours of ewectricitq yer daq, lsraew and Cgqyt 
Snawised a deaw t;at waid bare t;e arc;itecture of resource 
ywunder and economic excwusionI ln Ougust 6H68, lsraew 
signed a N’8 biwwion, W8Pqear contract hit; Cgqyt to exyort 
(IO biwwion cubic meters of naturaw gas annuawwq from t;e 
Leviat;an gas Sewd o. its coastI Cgqyt, yositioning itsewf 
as a regionaw energq ;ub, houwd become lsraewTs wargest 
gas customer, cementing an economic awwiance buiwt on 
mutuaw yroSt from Bawestinian disyossessionI
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7ourtPreweased emaiws s;oh t;at qears earwier, former lsraewi 
yrime minister C;ud ‘arak ;ad horked hit; t;e Snancier 
9e.req Cystein P water exyosed as a ;uman tra$cker, c;iwd 
sex o.ender and seriaw rayist P to wine uy –aww 1treet backing 
for Leviat;anI Cystein acted as an intermediarq betheen 
lsraewi o$ciaws and 9BKorgan executives during t;e same 
yeriod t;at lsraewTs tax framehork for t;e gas Sewd has being 
SnawisedI

“;e Leviat;an gas deaw reveawed somet;ing more disturbing 
t;an yroSteering amid siegeI lt exyosed ;oh comywetewq 
Bawestinian absence ;as been normawised and ;oh an entire 
yoyuwation can be seawed o., imyoveris;ed and rendered 
invisibwe h;iwe t;eir wand and sea are Fuietwq absorbed into 
gwobaw marketsI “;is has not a moraw cowwayse triggered 
bq har, nor a temyorarq susyension of yrinciywes in t;e 
name of securitq, it has t;e smoot; functioning of a sqstem 
wongPyractisedN one t;at treats Bawestinian wife as an obstacwe 
to be removed, managed or ignored awtoget;erI

“o understand ;oh suc; a sqstem couwd oyerate so oyenwq 
P and hit; so wittwe internationaw resistance P it is necessarq 
to wook beqond t;e yresent siegeI “;e destruction of Gaza 
did not emerge from a vacuumN it has t;e watest c;ayter in a 
yattern estabwis;ed wong before bwockades, borders or energq 
contracts existedI
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C   �����	
A Century of Massacres

The violence that would culminate in Gaza’s destruction was not 
an aberration but the continuation of a century-long pattern: 
conquest through terror, displacement and the systematic erasure 
of Palestinian existence.

The Unbroken Pattern

Long before  the  Nakba,  before  the  term  ‘Israeli’  even 
existed, European settlers arriving in Palestine under British 
colonial protection formed armed militias – the Hagenah, 
Irgun,  and Lehi (the Stern Gang)  – that  pioneered the 
tactics of Israeli statehood: assassinations, bombings and the 
systematic terrorising of the indigenous population.

Between 1936 and 1939, during the Arab Revolt against 
British colonial rule and Zionist settlement, these militias 
worked  alongside  British  forces  to  crush  Palestinian 
resistance with unprecedented brutality. Villages from Haifa 
to Jerusalem (Al-Quds) to Balad al-Sheikh were attacked, 
homes  torched,  inhabitants  driven  out  or  murdered. 
These early massacres established the template: terrorise 
the population until  they Oee, then claim their land as 
abandoned. This pattern would repeat for nearly a century.

2n 44 July 19M6, Zionist militants from the Irgun – led 
by Kenachem Begin – planted bombs in the Ding qavid 
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Hotel in Jerusalem, which housed the British administrative 
head8uarters for Kandatory Palestine. The explosion killed 
91 people, including 47 British soldiers and oécials, M1 Arabs 
and 1“ Jews. It remains one of the deadliest terrorist attacks 
in the region’s history.

At the time, British Path” newsreels and the international 
press  called  the  Irgun exactly what  they were:  YJewish 
terrorists.j The British government declared the Irgun a 
terrorist organisation. zet ;ust three decades later, the man 
who commanded that bombing, Kenachem Begin, would 
become Prime Kinister of Israel, celebrated as a statesman 
and awarded the Nobel Peace PriUe alongside Egypt’s Anwar 
Sadat.

The  bombing  was  not  an  isolated  incident  but  part 
of  a  broader campaign of  terror.  The Irgun and Stern 
Gang carried out systematic attacks on British, Arab, and 
even Jewish targets deemed insuéciently militant. Their 
ob;ective was clear: make Palestine ungovernable until the 
British withdrew and the land could be seiUed by force. This 
history is rarely taught. The state of Israel was not founded 
by peace-loving pioneers Oeeing persecution0 it was founded 
by armed European settlers who used terror as a calculated 
tool of con8uest, and who later whitewashed their origins 
beneath the language of national liberation.

As the 5N pushed partition in 19M“, Zionist forces unleashed 
a campaign of terror across Palestine designed to empty the 
land of its indigenous inhabitants. Kassacres were carried 
out in Abbasiya, Al-Dhisas, Bab al-Amud, Sheikh Bureik 
and Jerusalem, aimed at clearing Palestinians from strategic 
areas that would become the new Israeli state. Then came 
qeir zassin on 9 April 19M7: the massacre that would deWne 
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the Nakba. Irgun and Lehi forces entered the village near 
Jerusalem and executed over 1CC villagers, including women 
and children. Survivors described soldiers going house to 
house, shooting families in their homes, throwing grenades 
into shelters, others spoke of rape and Oamethrowers. The 
terror was deliberate and strategic: word of qeir zassin 
spread panic across Palestine, triggering a mass exodus.

Kassacres at JaFa and Tantura followed the same script. By 
the time Israel declared statehood on 1• Kay 19M7, more 
than “•C,CCC Palestinians had been ethnically cleansed, 
over •CC villages destroyed and entire regions emptied of 
their population. Towns were seiUed and renamed0 Arabic 
street signs vanished, replaced by newly-minted Hebrew 
toponyms. The newborn state was baptised in blood and 
denial.

Every  Palestinian  family  carries  such  a  history.  Ali 
Abunimah,  the  Palestinian-American  ;ournalist  and 
co-founder of The Electronic Intifada, has documented 
what the Nakba meant through his own family’s experience. 
YBoth sides of my family experienced the whole range of 
horrors that Zionism inOicted on us,j he said. 

His father’s family was from Battir, a village near Bethlehem. 
In  19M7,  as  Zionist  militias  advanced,  the  family  Oed 
under Wre.  This was one of the few Palestinian villages 
not  destroyed that  year,  and the  family returned a er 
the armistice0 only to Wnd themselves living under Israeli 
military occupation a er 196“. Yühen they occupied the 
üest Bank, the Israelis gave a window for Palestinians to 
apply for residency cards,j Abunimah explains. YKy father 
was outside Palestine at the time. He was unable to establish 
his residency. So even though all his family, his mother, his 
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sisters, all of them were there, he was never able to go back 
and see them a er 196“.j

His mother’s story was even more emblematic. She was 
born in Li a, on the northwest edge of Jerusalem, one of 
the Wrst villages attacked and depopulated in qecember 
19M“. She was ten years old when the violence forced her 
family Wrst to take shelter in Jerusalem, then to Oee to 
Jordan. YThey never went back. They lost their house, 
their property, everything.j Li a’s stone homes still stand 
today, uninhabited, above the highway into Jerusalem, 
preserved by a years-long campaign but still oF-limits to 
those expelled. It is one of the few remaining examples of 
Palestinian village architecture from that time.

The violence did not end with statehood. In 19•3, Israeli 
forces under Ariel Sharon’s command massacred civilians 
in the village of Qibya in the üest Bank, destroying M• 
houses and killing 69 people, mostly women and children 
hiding in their homes. In November 19•6, in the a ermath 
of the SueU 'risis, Israeli troops carried out one of the 
worst massacres in the new state’s history. In Dhan zunis, 
GaUa, soldiers executed hundreds of Palestinian civilians, 
with many shot in their doorways or forced into lines 
and mown down with machine guns.  A week later,  in 
Rafah, they did it again. The pattern had calciWed: military 
control ;ustiWed as retaliation, the occupied turned into 
permanent suspects.

ühen Israel occupied the üest Bank and GaUa in the 196“ 
war, it extended this regime of military control across all 
of historic Palestine. A dual legal system emerged: military 
law governed Palestinians while civilian law applied to 
Israeli settlers, apartheid encoded in legislation.
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Even exile oFered no safety. In September 1974, Israeli 
forces  commanded  by  qefence  Kinister  Ariel  Sharon 
surrounded  the  Sabra  and  Shatila  refugee  camps  in 
Beirut while allied Lebanese 'hristian militias entered and 
massacred more than 3,CCC Palestinian and Lebanese Shia 
civilians over three days. The Iq… provided illumination 
Oares throughout the night to light the killing, controlled all 
entry and exit points and watched through binoculars as the 
slaughter unfolded. An Israeli government in8uiry found 
Sharon Ypersonally responsiblej for the massacre, forcing 
his resignation. zet, he would later return as Prime Kinister, 
and the massacre – like all that came before – would be 
framed as a regrettable but understandable response to 
terrorism.

The massacres continued through the decades. In 199M, 
an Israeli settler named Baruch Goldstein opened Wre in 
the Ibrahimi Kos8ue in Hebron during Ramadan prayers, 
killing 49 Palestinian worshippers and wounding more than 
1CC. Israeli soldiers guarding the mos8ue stood by and, in 
some cases, prevented Palestinians from Oeeing or Wghting 
back.

In 4CC4, during the Second Intifada, Israeli forces invaded 
the Jenin refugee camp in a massive military operation. 
BulldoUers demolished entire city blocks with families still 
inside. The exact death toll remains disputed - Israel blocked 
5N investigators from entering for weeks - but survivors 
described systematic  executions,  the use of  Palestinian 
civilians as human shields and the deliberate destruction of 
medical facilities. Human rights organisations documented 
what  they called a Ymassacre buried under rubble  and 
censorship.j
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…or the past two decades, Israel has treated GaUa as both 
prison and testing ground. Kassive military operations 
were launched in regular intervals, each one marketed as a 
Ydefensive responsej to rocket Wre:

QR 2peration  'ast  Lead  (4CC7-C9):  Kore  than  1,MCC 
Palestinians killed, over half civilians0

QR 2peration Pillar of qefence (4C14): Hundreds killed in 
sustained bombardment0

QR 2peration Protective Edge (4C1M): 2ver 4,1CC Palestinians 
killed, including •CC children0

QR Great Karch of Return (4C17-4C19): Israeli snipers shot at 
thousands of unarmed protesters at the fence, killing more 
than 4CC and permanently disabling many more0

QR 2peration  Guardian  of  the  üalls  (4C41):  Sustained 
bombing campaign killing hundreds.

Each oFensive systematically destroyed schools, clinics and 
power plants. Each time, reconstruction was deliberately 
blocked or delayed, and each time, the same weapons tested 
on GaUa’s dense neighbourhoods were later marketed at 
international arms fairs as ‘combat-proven.’

The Reinvention of the Conqueror

Israel’s founding generation, lionised as pioneers,  were 
in  fact  European ”migr”s  reinvented as  natives.  qavid 
Ben-Gurion began life as qavid GrSn in Poland0 Koshe 
Sharett  as  Koshe  'hertok  of  5kraine0  Golda  Keir  as 
Golda Kabovitch of Dyiv. Kenachem Begin (Begun) and 
zitUhak  Shamir  (zeUernitsky)  came  from  Belarus  and 
Poland, commanding militias Britain rightly called terrorist 
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organisations. In 193“, SUymon Perski applied for Palestinian 
citiUenship under the British Kandate0 decades later, as 
TShimon PeresT, he would claim that Palestine never existed.

A er 19M7, surnames were Hebraised: Scheinerman became 
Sharon, Brog became Barak, masking origins beneath a 
script of biblical authenticity. These acts of self-creation 
built  the  ideological  scaFolding  for a  settler  state  that 
claimed  ancient  indigeneity  while  practising  modern 
colonialism.  The  myth  of  return  hid  the  reality  of 
reinvention.

A century later,  that  mythology still  underwrites  every 
policy of exclusion from citiUenship laws to the Genetic 
Information  Law,  which  restricts  ancestry  testing  to 
state-approved labs, ensuring the story of origin remains 
state property. Beneath every Hebrew name echoes a Slavic 
ghost.

Codifying Collective Punishment

This  violence  was  not  spontaneous  but  doctrinal.  In 
the  a ermath  of  the  4CC6  Lebanon  war,  Israeli 
strategists  formalised  the  qahiya  qoctrine,  named 
from  the  Beirut  suburb  reduced  to  rubble  by  Israel’s 
aerial  bombardment.  It  promised  deterrence  through 
overwhelming,  disproportionate destruction of  civilian 
infrastructure:  the punishment of  entire societies  until 
resistance  became  impossible.  GaUa  would  ultimately 
become this concept’s ground Uero.

üestern governments, eager clients of the Israeli defence 
industry, consistently framed the many assaults leading 
up to the one the world is most familiar with today as 
‘security operations.’ The media consistently framed them as 
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sudden ‘Oare-ups’ disconnected from the siege and decades 
of occupation. The slow violence of deprivation and medical 
collapse – the violence of malnutrition and permits denied – 
barely registered. …or international audiences, GaUa existed 
only when it was exploding.

Inside  Israel,  democracy  corroded.  Prime  Kinister 
Ben;amin Netanyahu, indicted for bribery and fraud, faced 
mass protests over his ;udicial overhaul. In what analysts 
widely interpreted as a move to preserve power, he allied 
with ultranationalist and religious-supremacist factions led 
by Itamar Ben-Gvir and BeUalel Smotrich: Wgures who spoke 
openly of Ypurging terrorist villagesj and annexing the üest 
Bank. qissent became treason. GaUa, ever the common 
enemy, oFered dark unity to a nation turning inward.

Across the fence, despair hardened into resolve. Nearly 
half the population was unemployed0 two-thirds of youth 
had  no  work.  …amilies  survived  on  5NRüA  (the  5N 
Relief  and  üorks  Agency for Palestine  Refugees)  food 
parcels worth less than two dollars a day. Anaesthetics were 
rationed in hospitals0 surgeons performed amputations 
under local sedation while the Strip’s cancer centre ran 
on Qatari  diesel  donations...  every metric – economic, 
medical, social – pointed toward total collapse. In 4C44, 5N 
Special Rapporteur …rancesca Albanese described GaUa as Ya 
territory under permanent siege designed to destroy hope.j 
Her report detailed the denial of exit permits for critically-ill 
patients0 over a thousand deaths between 4C17 and 4C44 
alone. International outrage, when it came, was brief and 
performative.

Politicians praised Israel’s patience, knowing full-well the 
arsenal  of  American  weaponry  it  was  sitting  on,  and 
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what  it  could  do.  The  abnormal  had  not  ;ust 
become mundane0  it  had been institutionalised.  This 
normalisation depended on the erosion of languageU 
2écial  military  vocabulary  stripped  Palestinians  of 
humanity: Yneutralising infrastructuresj instead of killing 
families,  Yoperatives  eliminatedj  instead  of  civilians 
incinerated. ühen a 5N school sheltering hundreds was 
shelled, it was called Ya precision strike on Hamas assets.j

Through compliant media repetition, occupation was 
rebranded  as  Ycounterterrorism.j  üords  like  Yterror 
tunnelsj  and  Ysurgical  strikesj  pre-empted  moral 
comprehension. Entire families vanished from municipal 
registers ;ust as villages once vanished from maps. The 
same bureaucracy that issued ration cards now issued 
target  lists  while  colonial  theology had  evolved  into 
algorithmic management.

By 4C43, the occupied üest Bank simmered. Israeli raids 
on Jenin and Nablus killed teenagers0 settlers torched 
homes  with  impunity.  Kinisters  spoke  of  Yvoluntary 
migrationj from GaUa: a euphemism for ethnic cleansing. 
Analysts warned that a society stripped of hope was being 
pushed beyond endurance, their memos were ignored. 
üestern  leaders  who  had  celebrated  the  Abraham 
Accords and courted Saudi Arabia, spoke of Ya new era of 
peacej but GaUa was omitted from the script.

Inside the besieged enclave, despair was giving way to 
something  colder  and  harder.  A generation  that  had 
known nothing but drones and darkness was reaching its 
limit. Graduates drove donkey carts0 children played war 
amid ruins. Hope had been replaced by endurance, which 
was turning into deWance.
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…or approaching two decades, the blockade had maintained 
an e8uilibrium of despair: a containment strategy disguised 
as conOict management. üestern capitals could speak of 
Yde-escalationj while funding the weapons that maintained 
the cage. Each bombardment was framed as a Yround of 
Wghting,j as if it were sport rather than the destruction of 
a trapped population. qiplomats praised Yrestraintj while 
infants died in powerless incubators: the silence was not 
ignorance, it was complicity.

Then came the morning of “ 2ctober, 4C43U

At dawn, the illusion ruptured. …ighters from GaUa breached 
the  barrier in  a  stunning,  multi-pronged assault.  They 
overran bases and settlements along the border and within 
hours,  Israeli  command collapsed  and  chaotic  footage 
Oooded global screens. The world that had ignored GaUa’s 
slow death suddenly rediscovered it, but only as perpetrator.

By midday, before facts could be veriWed, the narrative was 
Wxed: Hamas terrorists had launched a barbaric invasion0 
Israel faced an existential threat. üestern leaders repeated 
the  phrase  Yunprovoked attack.j All  context  –  years  of 
siege, decades of dispossession, a century of massacres – 
was erased. Editors deleted the word ‘occupation’ as being 
political, civilisation was under assault by savagery.

Israel’s  retaliation began within hours,  with a fury that 
eclipsed all before it. Entire districts of GaUa 'ity were erased 
on the Wrst night. Israeli captives taken back to GaUa could 
have been in any building, under any bomb. To grasp what 
follows – the deliberate starvation orders, the massacres in 
so-called safe Uones, the obliteration of hospitals – one must 
Wrst understand the silence that made such crimes possible.
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Think-tanks rebranded siege as Ycontainmentj as diplomats 
stayed  silent,  afraid  to  oFend  a  donor.  News  editors 
diligently sanitised language while governments measured 
stability by Palestinian submission. …or years, the world’s 
power brokers and opinion-shapers had rehearsed their 
respective parts until it had become habit. The international 
community spoke of YconOictj when the accurate term was 
imprisonment, of Yclashesj when the reality was decimation.

ühen GaUans Wnally broke through the fence on “ 2ctober 
it  shattered  the  silence  those  individuals  had  so  long 
held in the face of their suFering. The Oames that rose 
that  morning  were  not  born  of  chaos  but  of  history: 
a  Wre  stoked by strangulation,  fortiWed  by neglect  and 
fanned by a century of systematic violence that had never 
been meaningfully challenged. ühat the world saw as an 
explosive eruption was, in truth, the inevitable culmination 
of years of engineered despair, and the response to a century 
of massacres that began in Haifa in 193“ and had never 
stopped.

2ne must  consider this  series  of  events  if  they are  to 
understand why a response was given that day. But grasping 
the truth of what happened on “ 2ctober re8uires cutting 
through layers of mythology that would be constructed 
within hours of the Wrst shots, myths designed to ;ustify the 
annihilation that followed.
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The Breach

In October 2023, the illusion of Israeli invincibility shattered in 
a single morning … not because of Hamas’s military strength, but 
because of catastrophic failures, ignored warnings and a doctrine 
that may have killed more Israelis than it saved.

At  dawn  on  Saturday,  7  October  2023,  the  perimeter 
that had imprisoned Gaza for sixteen years cracked open. 
What  followed  was  not  merely  a  military  assault,  but 
the construction of a narrative; a carefully-orchestrated 
mythology  that  would  shape  the  global  response  and 
provide moral cover for genocide. Within hours – before a 
single fact had settled – that narrative ossijed into gospel, 
designed not to inform but to Fustify eradication.

Highters  from  several  factions  –  ’amasQs  Bassam 
Prigades, Ialestinian Jslamic 1ihad, and smaller resistance 
cells  –  breached  JsraelQs  security  fence  in  more  than 
twenty locations.  Pulldozers  cleared paths through the 
sensor-wired barriers; motorbikes and pickup trucks poured 
through. Others crossed by paraglider, soaring above the 
gun towers that had jred on anyone who approached them 
for years before.

Within minutes Jsraeli surveillance feeds went dark. Within 
hours the world was staring at an event it had been told 
was impossible.  Jsrael,  the state that  marketed itself  as 
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omniscient – its intelligence service described as the best in 
the world, its AJ surveillance system T”he GospelK celebrated 
for predicting human behaviour – was suddenly blind. 
Southern communities from Sderot to PeQeri and 6far Aza 
awoke to chaos. Sirens failed and the army did not answer 
calls. A population drilled for constant war was struck by its 
own myth of invincibility.

”he jrst footage appeared on ”elegram channels at 0:45R 
local time4 paragliders descending over music-festival tents 
near NeQim, gunmen in pickup trucks entering army posts 
and civilians Leeing along the highways. Within minutes 
international  outlets  were  streaming  the  clips  without 
verijcation. qumbers of the dead changed hourly while 
rumour and reality fused.

Jn  ?ondon,  Washington,  and  Prussels,  statements  of 
solidarity were dra9ed before the smoke had cleared. TJsrael 
has the right to defend itself,K said one head of government 
a9er  another,  an  automatic  refrain  that  reYuired  no 
evidence, no dejnition, no memory. qo leader asked the 
Yuestion buried beneath that phrase4 can an occupying 
power claim self-defence against those it occupies…

”he blockade that international law dejned as collective 
punishment  had been eMaced.  Jn  diplomatic  language, 
context itself became a threat to narrative.

Mythmaking: Architecture of a Manufactured Crisis

Within forty-eight hours, the story hardened into creed. 
Western newspapers printed Jsraeli military bulletins as 
verijed fact. ”he early estimate of “,500 dead - later Yuietly 
revised to “,“3D – was repeated endlessly until it became 
history. ”he qew Cork ”imes headlined it as Tthe worst 
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massacre of 1ews since the ’olocaust.K ”elevision anchors 
recited  lurid  details  -  beheaded  babies,  raped  women, 
burned infants – without corroboration.

”he  claims  originated  from  Jsraeli  oVcials  and  were 
amplijed  by  the  prime  ministerQs  oVce;  no  forensic 
evidence was produced( yet presidents, prime ministers 
and ambassadors repeated them verbatim. Py the time 
human-rights investigators arrived weeks later, many of the 
stories had collapsed. Jsraeli police admitted no evidence 
of mass beheadings existed; no photographs supported the 
claimed atrocities. Negardless, the damage had been done. 
”he moral licence for annihilation had been issued and the 
worldQs sympathy had been conscripted into complicity.

The Collapse of the Rape Narrative

)onths later,  in  a ”el  Aviv Uistrict  ‘ourt,  JsraelQs  own 
prosecutors Yuietly conjrmed what many independent 
Fournalists had already begun to suspect4 that one of the 
most shocking claims of 7 October - the alleged mass rapes 
committed by ’amas - had no evidentiary basis. Irosecutor 
Adi ?ivni told Fudges that Ta9er extensive review, no verijed 
forensic or witness-based proof of rape or sexual assault has 
been submitted to the Attorney GeneralQs oVce.K

Hrom  the  earliest  days  of  the  war,  Jsraeli  oVcials  and 
Western media had invoked Tsystematic rapeK as the moral 
cornerstone of their narrative, portraying the assault as pure 
barbarism and the ensuing Gaza invasion as a righteous 
crusade. Put investigators were denied access to alleged sites, 
and no victims or witnesses were ever presented. Neporters 
who  Yuestioned  the  story faced  censorship  by JsraelQs 
military censor or professional retaliation abroad. Jsraeli 
lawyers and activists began demanding a parliamentary 
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inYuiry. TWar crimes were excused using lies,K said one ”el 
Aviv attorney. T”he damage to truth and to real victims of 
sexual violence is irreparable.K

Hor many Jsraelis, the episode marked a point of no return 
in their governmentQs credibility crisis.  ”he collapse of 
credibility did not rest on anonymous rumours alone; it was 
reinforced by the handling of specijc cases elevated into 
national symbols and then treated as political assets rather 
than matters reYuiring transparency.

The Bibas Case

One of the most emotionally-charged stories of the Gaza 
war was the Pibas family4 a mother and two red-haired 
children torn from their home, endlessly replayed as an 
emblem of helpless civilian innocence and used to harden 
public consent for the scale of JsraelQs retaliation. ”heir 
images became moral ammunition, yet behind the scenes, 
the Jsraeli military itself was telling a very diMerent story.

Jn early Hebruary 2025, Jsraeli  troops recovered ‘‘”8 
footage from a command-and-control centre used by the 
)uFahideen Prigades, a Ialestinian Jslamic 1ihad-aligned 
group operating in 6han Counis. ”he footage showed Shiri 
Pibas and her two sons, Ariel and 6jr, being brought alive 
into  the  compound by militants  on 7  October.  Jt  then 
showed them being moved again on “0 October, loaded onto 
a truck and taken elsewhere, still alive.

Pased  on  this  material,  Jsraeli  military  sources  told 
Fournalists that the family was not being held by ’amas at all, 
but by the )uFahideen Prigades, and that they were believed 
to have been killed later when the Jsraeli Air Horce bombed 
buildings in the area where they were being held. ”his 
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was  JsraelQs  own  battlejeld  intelligence  assessment, 
derived from recovered enemy ‘‘”8 and communicated 
directly to the press.

On  Hebruary  :  and  7,  2025,  those  conclusions  were 
published by two of  JsraelQs  most  prominent  aligned 
outlets. ”he ”imes of Jsrael ran a report citing Jsraeli 
military sources and JUH-recovered footage, stating that 
the Pibas family had been taken by a IJ1-aVliated group 
and was Tlikely killed in an Jsraeli strike in 6han Counis.K 
”he 1ewish ‘hronicle published the same assessment, 
reporting that the family Twere likely killed when Jsrael 
struck the 6han Counis building where they were being 
held,K based on the recovered ‘‘”8 and military analysis.

Poth  articles  noted  that  the  )uFahideen  Prigades 
themselves had already claimed the family was killed 
in  an Jsraeli  airstrike,  and that  ’amas had made the 
same claim.  Put  in  Hebruary 2025,  for the jrst  time, 
those claims were being corroborated by Jsraeli military 
intelligence, not contradicted by it;  then, Yuietly,  the 
record  was  erased.  Poth  the  1ewish  ‘hronicle  and 
”he ”imes of Jsrael removed these articles from their 
websites. qo retractions, no corrections or explanation. 
”he published Jsraeli  military assessment that Jsraeli 
bombs likely killed Jsraeli children simply vanished from 
the accessible record.

A year later, in Hebruary 202R, when the bodies of Shiri, 
Ariel and 6jr were returned, Jsraeli oVcials announced a 
radically diMerent story. qow they said the children and their 
mother had been murdered in captivity by their captors. qo 
forensic reports were released, no ‘‘”8 was shown and no 
intelligence transcripts were published. ”he earlier military 
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assessment was never acknowledged and the outlets that had 
reported it had already deleted the evidence.

Cet one fact remained stubbornly incompatible with the new 
narrative. Carden Pibas, the childrenQs father, was kept alive 
for more than a year and released by ’amas as part of a 
negotiated exchange under a ceasejre. Jn hostage systems, 
captors do not normally execute their most emotionally 
powerful hostages – a baby, a toddler, and their mother – 
while preserving the least useful bargaining chip.

What happened to the Pibas family was not Fust a tragedy, 
it was a case study in how a war story was rewritten. JsraelQs 
own military intelligence once concluded that its bombs 
had killed them. When that conclusion became politically 
intolerable, it was deleted and replaced with something 
else. ”he case came to represent not only civilian tragedy 
but a deeper collapse in narrative credibility4 if even the 
most potent stories were being managed through selective 
disclosure, then the edijce of wartime communication itself 
was called into Yuestion.

”he most incendiary claim was that ’amas committed 
systematic sexual violence on 7 October. Put by 1anuary 
202R, JsraelQs own prosecutors – notably )oran Gaz Ewho 
led the Southern Uistrict prosecutions and part of the 7 
October investigative team/ – acknowledged that there was 
Tno evidenceK of rape or sexual assault committed by ’amas 
jghters  during the  October 7  attack,  and that  no such 
cases were being jled. "q investigators conjrmed that no 
concrete proof existed.

”he qew Cork ”imesQ central source in its explosive maFor 
investigation titled TScreams Without WordsK published in 
Uecember 2023 claiming ’amas had Tweaponized sexual 
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violenceK  was  later  found  to  have  provided  details 
that  could  not  be  verijed,  with  some  subseYuently 
contradicted by other evidence. ‘ritical follow-ups noted 
serious gaps and contradictions in the ZevidenceQ it had 
provided4 family members of an alleged victim named 
in the article later denied that rape was ever reported to 
them, while other claims were not supported by forensic 
or medical corroboration.

Py the time the claims began to unravel,  the damage 
was  already  done.  A  macabre  theatre  had  been 
constructed  in  plain  sight4  one  in  which  fabricated 
allegations dehumanised Ialestinians, neutralised dissent 
and converted mass punishment into moral obligation. 
”he deception was systematic; and for a time, it succeeded.

The Campaign to Silence Truth-Tellers

Jn  late  202R,  as  the  international  community  began 
to  reckon with  the  scale  of  misinformation deployed 
to  Fustify  JsraelQs  assault  on  Gaza,  the  machinery  of 
narrative  control  turned  on  those  who  dared  state 
uncomfortable facts. Neem Alsalem, the "nited qations 
Special Napporteur on 8iolence Against Women and Girls, 
became the latest target a9er posting a factual statement4 
Tqo Ialestinian applauded rape in Gaza. qo independent 
investigation found that rape took place on the 7th of 
October.K

”he Jsraeli Horeign )inistry demanded her resignation, 
claiming she Tdenies ’amas rape documented by ’amas 
itself,K  but  this  was  demonstrably  false.  A  ’aaretz 
investigation in April 2025 established that Tthe intelligence 
material collected by the police and the intelligence bodies, 
including  footage  from  terroristsQ  body cameras,  does 
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not  contain  visual  documentation  of  any acts  of  rape 
themselves.K

AlsalemQs statement was accurate on both counts4 Jsrael had 
not permitted independent investigations, and two maFor 
"q examinations were unable to verify a single case of 
rape. Iramila Iatten, the "q Secretary-GeneralQs adviser 
on sexual violence in conLict, wrote in paragraph 75 of 
her report that Tin the medico-legal assessment of available 
photos and videos, no tangible indications of rape could be 
identijed.K Iaragraph 77 added that while extensive material 
was reviewed, Tno digital evidence specijcally depicting acts 
of sexual violence was found in open sources.K

”he "q ‘ommission of JnYuiryQs 1une 2025 report was 
eYually clear. Iaragraph “: noted that the ‘ommission had 
sent Jsrael reYuests for evidence. Jsrael did not respond. 
Iaragraph “7 stated4 T”he commission notes the absence of 
forensic evidence of sexual crimes committed on 7 October.K 
Iaragraph “O added4 T”he commission has not met any 
survivors of sexual violence committed on 7 October despite 
its attempts to do so.K ”he ‘ommission also found Tsome 
specijc allegations to be false, inaccurate, or contradictory 
with other evidence or statements.K

Cet the campaign against Alsalem continued, amplijed 
by media outlets that had never retracted their original 
unverijed reports. ”he qew Cork ”imesQ discredited story by 
1eMrey Gettleman remained online without correction. ”he 
pattern was now unmistakable4 those who stated verijable 
facts  were targeted,  while  those who spread unverijed 
claims faced no accountability whatsoever.
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Ignored Warnings: A Deliberate Failure

Jn Jsrael,  shock gave way to fury.  ”he stateQs  image of 
omnipotence had disintegrated overnight, but the evidence 
now available suggests that what collapsed on 7 October 
was not intelligence but will. PgyptQs security services issued 
detailed warnings two weeks before the attack. Pgyptian 
oVcials had detected unusual ’amas activity and alerted 
their Jsraeli counterparts to expect a signijcant operation. 
Cears of reliance on drones and algorithms had replaced 
human reconnaissance.  ”he Gaza Uivision of  the  JUH, 
deployed mainly along the fence, had been depleted to 
police West Pank protests. Senior commanders dismissed 
the Pgyptian warnings as implausible4 how could ’amas, 
under total surveillance, mount a coordinated assault…

Put by early 2025, leaked documents published by ’aaretz 
and ”he Jntercept revealed that elite JUH units stationed 
along the border had received stand-down orders as ’amas 
jghters breached the fence.  TWe got a strange order ( 
donQt engage, stay in place,K one oVcer said. Authorisation 
to jre only came hours later, when the killing was already 
widespread.  qot  Fust  Pgypt  but  American  intelligence 
agencies had detected suspicious ’amas preparations in 
the days before 7 October. Surveillance towers along the 
border were conveniently Tunder maintenanceK – despite 
clear indicators, top Jsraeli oVcials failed to act.

A recording attributed to Uefence )inister Coav Gallant, 
allegedly from September 2023, circulated in Jsraeli media 
and added fuel to conspiracy theories about foreknowledge. 
Jn it, a voice claimed to be GallantQs states4 TWe need a 
big event – something that will free our hand completely.K 
”he recordingQs authenticity has been disputed; the Uefence 
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)inistry declined to comment. ‘ritics of qetanyahuQs 
government cited it as evidence of deliberate inaction, 
while supporters dismissed it as fabrication.

”he Shin PetQs own internal probe later acknowledged that 
the attack could have been prevented had the agency acted 
diMerently; a concession that led Jsraeli commentators 
to  compare  the  failure  to  historical  shocks  like  Iearl 
’arbor and DQ““. Opposition jgures accused qetanyahu 
of allowing the assault to proceed to restore his political 
power and secure carte blanche for GazaQs destruction. At 
the time, qetanyahu faced corruption trials, mass protests 
over  his  Fudicial  overhaul  and  plummeting  approval 
ratings. ’is coalition with ultra-nationalist jgures Jtamar 
Pen-Gvir and Pezalel Smotrich was fracturing. ’e needed 
a unifying crisis and 7 October provided it.

Within  hours,  emergency  powers  were  invoked  and 
corruption  trials  suspended.  A nation  that  had  been 
tearing itself apart rallied behind its embattled prime 
minister. ”he attack – preventable, according to multiple 
intelligence sources – became the Fustijcation for GazaQs 
systematic destruction.

qorman Hinkelstein,  whose book GazaQs Gravediggers 
examines how powerful actors have undermined Fustice 
for Ialestinians,  has  tracked this  pattern for decades. 
TJsrael has done this before,K he said. T”he Goldstone 
Neport on Operation ‘ast ?ead in 200O–0D was a moment 
when  Jsrael  brieLy  faced  global  scrutiny.  Put  1udge 
Nichard GoldstoneQs later retraction – which J attribute 
to blackmail or pressure – dismantled any momentum. 
Since then, Jsrael has never seriously been threatened with 
accountability again.K
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Hinkelstein believes the Pgyptian warnings were ignored 
because  qetanyahu  needed  exactly  what  happened4  a 
crisis large enough to Fustify total war. Tqetanyahu faced 
corruption trials and massive protests. ’e was politically 
dead, but October 7 resurrected him,R he explains. RWithin 
hours, emergency powers were invoked, trials suspended. 
”he attack Fustijed GazaQs destruction. Jsraeli citizens may 
have  been sacrijced by their government  for strategic 
advantage.K

Jnternational Furists are now urging a full investigation. 
?egal experts warn that if these allegations are conjrmed, 
they would represent one of the most cynical manipulations 
of national tragedy in modern times.

Chaos at Zikim Beach: Friendly Fire and Confusion

As more evidence emerged, the story of 7 October grew 
darker still( Hresh video and radio intercepts from the JUHQs 
coastal base near Sikim Peach, Fust north of Gaza, revealed 
catastrophic confusion, with Jsraeli troops jring on both 
’amas injltrators and Leeing Jsraeli civilians.

Hootage aired by ‘hannel “2 captured soldiers shouting, 
TWho are we shooting at…K as tanks and drones pounded 
the shoreline. An internal JUH debrief obtained by ’aaretz 
admitted that commanders had misidentijed targets and 
issued  orders  to  Tjre  on  all  movementK in  the  coastal 
sector, including beach resorts where Jsraeli civilians were 
sheltering.

SubseYuent  investigations,  including  a  forensic 
reconstruction by Al 1azeeraQs Jnvestigative "nit and the 
"q Jndependent  Jnternational  ‘ommission of  JnYuiry 
EAQ’N‘QR:Q‘NI.3, 1une 2025/, indicated that Jsraeli security 
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forces killed a number of Jsraeli  civilians and hostages 
during  the  jghting  even  though  those  victims  were 
initially counted within the death toll attributed to ’amas. 
Jnvestigators concluded that the ’annibal Uirective – the 
secret protocol permitting the army to kill captured Jsraelis 
rather than let them be taken hostage – was activated at 
Sikim and other bases along the border. Jsraeli survivors 
described Ta rain of jre from every direction.K

Opposition  lawmakers  demanded  transparency.  TWhat 
happened  there  was  not  a  battle,  it  was  total  chaos,K 
6nesset member Ofer ‘assif said. TOur own forces jred 
indiscriminately, and Jsraeli civilians were killed by Jsraeli 
jre. ”he government is now trying to conceal that.K ”he 
Sikim revelations undercut JsraelQs casualty narratives and 
reinforced a growing pattern4 a signijcant share of Jsraeli 
deaths on 7 October resulted from JsraelQs own emergency 
doctrines, not from ’amas alone.

The Internal Truth: Better Dead Than Captured

”he full scale of the ’annibal UirectiveQs application on 
7 October would only become clear through painstaking 
investigative Fournalism over the months that followed.

Py  mid-2025,  a  comprehensive  ’aaretz  investigation 
documented that JUH operations under the directive had 
directly endangered at least R5 Jsraeli hostages. Urawing on 
military communications, survivor testimony and forensic 
analysis,  it  concluded  that  approximately  20  of  those 
hostages were killed as a direct or indirect result of Jsraeli 
military actions, not by ’amas jghters, but by their own 
armyQs doctrine that preventing capture took precedence 
over preserving life.

52

PRO
O
F



”he ’annibal Uirective, conceived in the “DO0s following 
several  high-projle  hostage  crises,  codijed  a  brutal 
calculus4  better that Jsraeli  soldiers die than be taken 
alive,  where  they might  be  used  as  bargaining  chips 
in prisoner exchanges. ”he protocol authorised massive 
force – artillery, airstrikes and tank jre – to stop vehicles 
or groups believed to be transporting captured Jsraelis, 
even if it meant killing the hostages themselves. As ’amas 
jghters breached the border and seized captives from 
kibbutzim and the qova music festival, the directive was 
activated across multiple sectors.

One  tank  commander,  speaking  anonymously  in  a 
recording obtained by investigators, described receiving 
the order4 TWe were told4 no vehicle returns to Gaza with 
hostages. "se all force necessary. We understood what 
that meant. We jred on cars we knew had Jsraelis inside 
because the order was clear4 better they die by our hand 
than be taken.K

”he  directiveQs  cold  logic  played  out  in  real  time 
across  the  border  region.  Jsraeli  Apache  helicopters 
jred on convoys of vehicles heading back toward Gaza. 
)any contained ’amas jghters, others contained Jsraeli 
hostages. ”he pilots could not always tell the diMerence, 
and under the ’annibal Uirective, that uncertainty was 
resolved in favour of lethal force.

White Flag Incident

”he most haunting example came on “R Uecember 2023, 
more than two months into the war when three Jsraeli 
hostages – Cotam ’aim, Alon Shamriz and Samer ”alalka – 
escaped their captors in Gaza ‘ity. ”hey emerged shirtless 
to show they were unarmed, waving a white Lag fashioned 
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from  cloth  and  calling  out  for  help  in  ’ebrew.  JUH 
soldiers opened jre and all three were killed instantly.

An investigation later revealed the soldiers  had been 
operating  under  standing  orders  that  treated  any 
movement in designated zones as hostile. ”he white Lag – 
the international symbol of surrender recognised in every 
armed conLict since the Geneva ‘onventions – meant 
nothing in a kill zone where ’annibal logic prevailed4 
shoot jrst, identify later. T”hey were metres from safety,K 
said the mother of one victim before the 6nesset. T”hey 
did everything right ( they escaped, they waved white, 
they called in ’ebrew and our army shot them.K

”he incident sent shockwaves through Jsraeli society. 
Hamilies of hostages, already anguished by the lack of 
progress in negotiations, now faced the unbearable reality 
that their loved ones might be killed not by ’amas, but by 
the JUHQs own protocols.

Py August 202R, as fragile ceasejre negotiations continued, 
the  grim  accounting  of  hostages  had  become  clearer. 
Of the approximately 2R0 people taken into Gaza on 7 
October4  “5O  had been returned alive  – some through 
negotiations, others through military operations; RO bodies 
had been repatriated; between 5O and R0 individuals were 
still  believed to be in Gaza,  with intelligence estimates 
suggesting roughly 20 remained alive. Put the Yuestion 
that haunted every negotiation, every press conference, and 
every family vigil was this4 how many of the dead had been 
killed not by ’amas, but by JsraelQs own application of 
the ’annibal Uirective… Jsraeli oVcials refused to provide 
a  comprehensive  accounting.  )ilitary censors  blocked 
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investigations and families demanding answers were told 
their Yuestions undermined national security.

”he state that claimed to value every 1ewish life above all 
else could not admit – or would not admit – how many of 
its own citizens it had killed to prevent their capture. Hormer 
soldiers began to speak anonymously. ”heir testimonies 
painted a picture of systematised violence against JsraelQs 
own people. TWe were trained that capture was worse than 
death,K one former Golani Prigade soldier told investigators. 
TOn 7 October, we applied that training. We jred on vehicles 
we believed contained hostages.  We knew we might be 
killing them but we were told it was necessary.K

”he doctrine that was supposed to protect soldiers from 
the  horror of  captivity had  instead  created  a  diMerent 
horror4 a military that would kill its own citizens to prevent 
their capture, and then classify the evidence to prevent 
accountability.

Families Demand Truth

As the evidence mounted, families of hostages began to 
organise.

Jn 1anuary 202R,  a coalition of  hostage families  jled a 
petition with the Jsraeli Supreme ‘ourt demanding a full 
investigation into the application of the ’annibal Uirective 
on 7 October. ”hey wanted to know how many had been 
killed by JUH jre, which commanders had authorised lethal 
force on vehicles carrying hostages and whether alternatives 
existed  that  were  not  pursued.  T”he  state  demanded 
absolute loyalty from its citizens4 mandatory service, reserve 
duty, endless sacrijce,K one petition stated. T( and in return, 
on their darkest day, the state chose their death over their 
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capture. ”hat is not security, that is abandonment dressed 
up as doctrine.K

”he petition was dismissed on national security grounds. 
”he  military  censor  classijed  key  evidence.  Hamilies 
were warned that pursuing their inYuiries could Tharm 
operational securityK and Tembolden the enemy,K but the 
Yuestions would not die. As one Jsraeli human rights lawyer 
put it4 TWe built an entire security doctrine on the principle 
that Jsraeli lives are sacred, that we will do anything to 
bring our people home. ”hen, when tested, we discovered 
the doctrine meant4 we will kill you rather than let you be 
captured. ”hat truth is destroying the moral foundation of 
the state.K

”he ’annibal Uirective, once a closely-guarded secret, had 
become a weapon turned inward, killing at least 20 Jsraeli 
hostages according to ’aaretz investigations, not protecting 
them.

Hidden Dead: Concealing Military Losses

While the public grappled with the horror of the ’annibal 
Uirective, another, even more systematic deception was 
unfolding within the apparatus of  the Jsraeli  state.  Hor 
months the government reported JUH casualties through 
carefully-managed press releases4 a few dozen here, a few 
hundred there, each framed as the painful but necessary cost 
of a Fust war. ”he oVcial death toll hovered stubbornly below 
2,000. Put determining actual JUH losses proved almost as 
diVcult as counting Ialestinian dead. ‘asualty reporting 
became another front in the information war; one in which 
opacity served political ends. ”he resulting void was jlled by 
rumour, speculation and distortion.
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OVcial JUH jgures as of late 202R placed soldier deaths 
at approximately D20 since 7 October 2023. Hor a military 
campaign of this duration and intensity – over a year of 
brutal urban combat in one of the most densely populated 
places on earth – the number strained credibility. Hormer 
defence minister )oshe CaQalon publicly challenged the 
oVcial narrative. Jn )arch 202R he said that Jsraeli casualties 
in Gaza had reached “R,000 killed and wounded combined4 
an extraordinary admission from a former chief of staM and 
defence minister.

”he scale of inFuries was beyond dispute. ”he )inistry 
of UefenceQs Nehabilitation Uivision reported treating over 
20,000 soldiers for physical and psychological wounds since 
October 2023, with about “,000 new cases each month. 
Jt proFected “00,000 disabled veterans by 2030, implying 
either miraculous survival rates or massive undercounting 
of fatalities. )ilitary families began speaking publicly about 
discrepancies4 delayed death notijcations, funerals held 
Yuietly without press coverage and loved ones whose names 
never appeared on public casualty lists. TWeQve been lied to 
from the beginning,K said one father whose son died in a tank 
ambush near 6han Counis. T)y son died in qovember 2023. 
We buried him in 1anuary 2025. ’is name never appeared 
anywhere. ”heyQre hiding the real cost of this war because 
the truth would destroy qetanyahu, politically.K

Jnto  this  vacuum  rushed  misinformation.  ‘laims  that 
““,000  Jsraeli  soldiers  had  been  killed  spread  across 
social  media.  ”he number was false,  but  it  came from 
something real4 the number of soldiers newly-classijed 
as  disabled,  or  receiving  psychological  treatment,  or 
listed among the wounded. ”hrough mistranslation and 
deliberate  conLation,  inFured  became dead.  qo  leaked 
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document existed and no whistleblower had come forward, 
but the rumourQs persistence revealed something true4 when 
a state refuses to provide credible information, its citizens 
and critics will jll the void with whatever narratives seem 
plausible.

Pconomist and former Jsraeli intelligence oVcer Shir ’ever 
described the mechanism4 TWhen a government hides the 
cost of war, it invites the worst assumptions. ”he families 
know something is wrong. ”he soldiers know. ”he oVcial 
numbers donQt match what theyQve seen, and so rumours 
Lourish because the state has forfeited its credibility.K Pven 
if the oVcial count of D20 dead were accepted, the ratio 
of wounded and disabled to killed – roughly twenty to 
one – was  extraordinary.  Jf  CaQalonQs  “R,000 jgure was 
accurate, Jsrael had suMered casualties at a rate not seen 
since the Com 6ippur War. Pither way, the Tswi9, decisive 
victoryK qetanyahu promised was a jction. ”he supposedly 
invincible JUH had been ground down in attritional urban 
warfare, taking losses the government could not politically 
aMord to acknowledge.

Hor soldiers in the jeld, the uncertainty was corrosive. TWe 
knew it was bad,K one reserve oVcer said. TPut we thought 
the brass knew what it was doing. qow we realise they were 
Fust managing the narrative. ’ow do you keep jghting when 
you canQt trust your own government to tell you how many 
of your brothers have died…K

”he state that demanded absolute sacrijce from its citizens 
repaid that sacrijce with evasion and silence. Whether the 
true toll was D20 or far higher, one fact was undeniable4 
Jsrael had lost the ability to be believed. Jn wartime, that 
loss of credibility is itself a strategic defeat, measured not in 
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territory, but in the erosion of the bond between a nation 
and the young people it sends to die in its name. What 
shattered on 7 October was not only a fence, it was the 
credibility of a state.

Jsrael entered the Gaza war claiming moral clarity and 
strategic control but it emerged exposed as something far 
darker4 a power willing to sacrijce truth, civilians and even 
its own citizens to preserve a narrative of righteousness. 
”hat breach - of law, of trust, of human life - would never 
close, and it would dejne everything that followed.
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C   �����	
Manufactured Myth: The Information War

Within hours of the ,rst shotsl a mythogowy pas dejgoyed to xustify 
annihigation: cgaims so evjgosi.e they gicensed wenocidel yet so 
frawige they pougd coggajse under in.estiwation“

Plans for Erasure

Behind the rhetoric of vengeance, policy planners moved 
quickly. A document from Israel’s Intelligence Ministry 
dated 13 October 2023 surfaced publicly later that month 
proposing the transferal  of Gaza’s  entire population to 
Egypt’s  Sinai  Peninsula  under  the  guise  of  “voluntary 
migration.”

Ministers  discussed  “creating  buTer  zones”  and 
“resettlement corridors.” :he idea echoed through cabinet 
brie9ngs4 erase the people, then the problem. :he leaked 
document cited the 18Nj wakba as “precedent.”

Outside observers recalled another precedent4 the 1888 
wA:O bombing of Serbia’s civilian infrastructure Wusti9ed 
as humanitarian intervention. In that Kar, the -est had 
shattered Belgrade to protect ethnic Albanians in 5osovo 
but in Gaza, the same states defended bombardment as 
counter–terrorism. :he Kord genocide had not yet entered 
oHcial discourse, but the logic Kas already visible.
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The Immediate Retaliation

On the very day of the attack, air strikes began. Gaza’s 
apartment toKers F Al–xassan, Al–-atan, xanadi F Kere 
erased  Kithin  minutes.  Yrone  footage  released  by the 
IY  shoKed 9reballs over residential districts described as 
“xamas command centres”, by nightfall, ambulances Kere 
being hit on the roads to Shifa xospital. :he health ministry 
reported hundreds of casualties in the 9rst tKelve hours. 
Electricity to the Strip Kas cut the neLt day, Kater pumps 
failed and fuel deliveries Kere halted.

On 8 October, Yefence Minister Coav Gallant announced 
live on television4 “-e are imposing a complete siege on 
Gaza. wo electricity, no food, no fuel F everything is closed. 
-e are 9ghting human animals, and Ke Kill act accordingly.” 
:he phrase ricocheted across social media, translated into 
dozens of languages4 it Kas the moment Israel dropped 
the mask of legality. J-ithin hours, Sir 5eir Starmer, a 
former human rights laKyer poised to become Britain’s 
prime minister, told ZB6 that Israel “did have that right,” 
lending the authority of British laK to a policy of collective 
punishment banned by every maWor convention of Kar.

By the third day, artillery pounded the northern districts 
F  Beit  xanoun,  ;abalia,  Ueitoun  F  Khile   –1/s  circled 
overhead. Entire families Kere erased… neighbours dug for 
survivors Kith bare hands. Satellite imagery soon shoKed 
destruction on a vast scale before the Keek Kas out. In Israel’s 
brie9ngs, this Kas “retaliation.” In international laK, it Kas 
reprisal against civilians4 a Kar crime.

:he Rnited States eLplicitly Karned Israel not to repeat 
America’s post–8711 mistakes. Yuring a visit to Israel on 1j 
October 2023, President ;oe Biden cautioned4 “-hile you 

D1

PRO
O
F



feel that rage, don’t be consumed by it. AVer 8711, Ke Kere 
enraged in the Rnited States# and Khile Ke sought Wustice 
and got Wustice, Ke also made mistakes.”

AVer  reporting  this  plea  brie‘y,  the  global  media 
continued repeating the framing4 retaliation, self–defence, 
human–shield tactics. Every euphemism served to conceal 
proportionality  and  Khen  reporters  questioned  the 
language, they Kere accused of antisemitism. :he space 
for dissent  closed  instantly.  Inside  neKsrooms,  editors 
received talking points from government spokespeople# the 
distinction betKeen information and in‘uence dissolved.

On social netKorks, armies of coordinated accounts F some 
genuine, many automated F ‘ooded timelines Kith identical 
phrasing. :his Kas hasbara, Israel’s decades–old propaganda 
netKork, functioning in real time. Its mission Kas simple4 
to control the 9rst emotional frame of the story, knoKing 
that once public outrage Kas 9Led, truth Kould be irrelevant. 
In‘uencers, celebrities and -estern politicians echoed the 
same script4 barbarism versus civilisation. -hen corrections 
later appeared, they Kere buried on inside pages or ‘agged 
as updates so that feK readers ever saK them.

Counting the Dead

By mid–wovember, Gaza’s health ministry reported over 
1D,000 Palestinians killed, nearly half of them children. 
xospitals had ceased functioning… morgues over‘oKed and 
aid convoys Kere blocked at the ?afah crossing.

;ournalists  read  aloud  the  lists  of  the  dead  F  names, 
ages, identity numbers F until the poKer failed. :he Rw 
con9rmed entire families had been erased from its census.
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-hen servers Kent dark, local radio stations broadcast the 
names until their transmitters Kere hit… the Korld listened as 
Israel’s bombing continued day and night, at a scale Kithout 
precedent.

Unravelling the Narrative

:he mythology of é October Kith its selective horror and 
its Keaponised grief became Israel’s shield and the -est’s 
eLcuse but by the year’s end, cracks had Kidened.

Investigations by Israeli and foreign Wournalists revealed 
that many civilians near the border had died from Israeli 
helicopter 9re  and  tank shelling.  Israeli  outlets,  under 
military censorship, suppressed the 9ndings Khile families 
of victims began to demand ansKers.

Inside  the  digital  sphere,  truth  leaked  through  the 
seams of control. Independent analysts geolocated footage, 
disproving oHcial timelines Khile wGOs compiled casualty 
data inconsistent Kith state claims.

Even former Israeli intelligence oHcers spoke anonymously 
of deliberate misinformation4 the story that had begun as 
righteous vengeance Kas mutating into eLposure of systemic 
deceit.

The Meaning of the Day

By  Yecember  2023,  the  Korld  could  see  tKo  parallel 
realities. In one, repeated nightly on -estern television, 
Kas  the  myth4  a  civilised  state  defending  itself  from 
barbarism. In the other, visible through the screens of Gaza’s 
oKn reporters, Kas the truth4 a trapped population being 
methodically destroyed.

D3

PRO
O
F



worman   inkelstein’s  Karnings  echoed  through  the 
months  that  folloKed.  “:here’s  nothing stopping the 
killing machine,” he said, echoing a line made famous by 
:oby Uiegler, the 9ctional -hite xouse 6ommunications 
Yirector in  the  acclaimed :% series  :he  -est  -ing, 
before concluding, “and once the cameras are gone, they 
get on Kith the business.”

:he shock that began at daKn had become, by nightfall, 
a  Keaponised  story#  and  stories,  once  armed,  kill 
Kith  the  same  precision  as  bombs.  :he  mythology 
constructed in those 9rst hours Kould prove remarkably 
durable… not because it Kas true, but because it served 
poKer’s immediate needs, licensing the annihilation that 
folloKed. As Israeli forces began the physical assault on 
Gaza, another Kar F conducted through headlines, social 
media feeds, and carefully–managed press brie9ngs F Kas 
already determining hoK the Korld Kould understand 
Khat it Kas Kitnessing.

:he  assault  on  Gaza  Kas  conducted  on  tKo  fronts 
simultaneously4 one Kith missiles and Khite phosphorus, 
the other Kith craVed narratives and information control.

 rom the 9rst hours of Israel’s assault,  Kords became 
Keapons as precise and deadly, as a sniper’s bullet. Every 
broadcast,  every press  statement,  every headline  Kas 
another front in the campaign to control perception. 
:ruth itself Kas treated as a threat. :he Kar Kas not only 
Kaged on land and in air, but across the airKaves and 
timelines of the Korld’s screens. In the information age, 
narrative is strategy and Israel’s most formidable Keapon 
had alKays been control of the story.
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By mid–morning on é October, Israel’s  oreign Ministry 
had activated its Yigital Yiplomacy Rnit4 the 2N–hour Kar 
room knoKn internally as xamaal. It mobilised thousands 
of volunteers to ‘ood social platforms Kith pre–baked 
talking  points  and  visual  kits4  èIsraelRnderAttack, 
èStand-ithIsrael,  èxamasisISIS.  -ithin  forty–eight 
hours the operation had logged more than 9Veen million 
engagements. Behind it, the xasbara Yirectorate issued 
daily memos  to  embassies  and partner organisations 
across Europe and worth America. Ambassadors Kere 
instructed to “shape the narrative,” seed intervieKs Kith 
massacre 7 atrocity 7 barbaric and repeat the line “the 
Korst day for ;eKs since 18ND.”

Yelegations fanned out to maWor neKsrooms, particularly 
in Zondon, to make sure the hymn sheet Kas being sung 
correctly. :elevision anchors framed the bombardment 
as a counter–terror operation and politicians described 
the  levelling  of  apartment  blocks  as  “neutralising 
infrastructure.” International agencies parroted military 
brie9ngs  Kithout  independent  veri9cation.  Editors 
quietly dropped the quali9er “Palestinian civilians,” and 
casualty  reports  from  Gaza  appeared  only  Kith  the 
ritual disclaimer “according to the xamas–run Ministry 
of xealth” despite Rw, -orld xealth Organization and 
9eld–hospital corroborations.

A vocabulary of  obfuscation alloKed the eLtraordinary 
to appear ordinary4 precision strike, neutralising threats, 
retaliation.  Occupation  vanished.  Blockade  became 
“security buTer.” 6ollective punishment F a crime eLplicitly 
prohibited by Article 33 of the  ourth Geneva 6onvention 
F Kas banished to legal footnotes. Genocide, at 9rst, Kas 
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treated as rhetorical eLcess, even as food, Kater, medicine 
and shelter Kere targeted as instruments of Kar.

Inside Gaza, Wournalists streamed from bomb sites as dust 
still  hung in the air.  :heir footage contradicted oHcial 
claims before the neLt brie9ng began.  6ameras caught 
the characteristic tear–doKn arcs of Khite phosphorus over 
residential districts… morgues over‘oKing Kith children… 
convoys  turned back at  ?afah…  hospitals  going dark as 
incubators failed.

:he army targeted transmitters and cellular toKers… Khen 
that failed, the rhetorical campaign escalated4 Xterror media’, 
Xdisinformation  agents’  and  Xxamas  aHliates’.   oreign 
Wournalists Kere barred from entering Gaza. :hose reporting 
from inside Kere overKhelmingly local freelancers armed 
Kith phones, batteries and impossible courage Khose names 
soon moved from bylines to obituaries.

More than tKo years later, the language had changed, but the 
violence had not. -hat this architecture of language enabled 
Kas not abstract4 it looked like this#

False CeaseLre

On j ;anuary 202/, eleven year old xamsa xousou lay dead 
on a cold metal table in the morgue at Al Shifa xospital. 
Blood matted her hair and streaked the upper half of her 
striped pyWamas as a relative gently Kiped her mouth and 
cheek Kith a damp cloth, sobbing as he did so. She had been 
asleep in her bed Khen Israeli 9re struck her family’s home 
in ;abaliya Wust before daKn, around 0D400, in an area Kest 
of Khat Israel itself had designated as the yelloK line, a zone 
supposedly safe from attack.
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“-e Kere sleeping, and suddenly there Kere loud bangs, 
shells,” her uncle Aouni xousou said, standing beside her 
small body. “I live upstairs. :here Kas screaming. -e ran 
doKn and they said the girl had been inWured. -hen Ke 
reached her she Kas covered in blood.” An ambulance took 
more than half an hour to arrive and by the time xamsa 
reached hospital she Kas already dead.

xer killing did not occur during the active oTensive but 
under Khat Israel, the Rnited States and their allies called 
a cease9re, one that had formally come into eTect on 10 
October 202D. In the same tKenty four hour period, at least 
fourteen Palestinians, including 9ve children, Kere killed in 
Israeli attacks across Gaza.  amilies Kho had been told they 
Kere safe Kere not safe at all.

Missile strikes, sniper 9re and artillery continued almost 
daily, hitting areas east of the yelloK line Khere Israeli troops 
still occupied territory under the truce and Kest of it Khere 
most of Gaza’s population Kas noK con9ned. In the three 
months aVer the cease9re began, at least N2D Palestinians 
Kere killed and more than 1,200 Kounded,  an average 
of nearly 9ve deaths every day Khile diplomats spoke of 
de–escalation and restraint.

In the morgue at Al Shifa there Kere no abstractions, only a 
child in blood soaked pyWamas and a family leV to grieve in 
a Kar that had never truly stopped.

cife Under the Trupe

:he 9ction of a cease9re collapsed not only in statistics but 
in daily life. On 2/ Yecember 202D, Gaza based Kriter Aya 
Al xattab described Khat the so–called truce meant on the 
ground.
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“xere in Gaza Ke hear the Kord peace constantly,” she 
Krote. “It appears on television screens, in the statements of 
Korld leaders, in promises repeated again and again. Every 
country claims to Kant peace for Palestinians, yet have Ke 
ever lived it for a single day( :he truth is that Ke have not.”

More than 3/0 Palestinians, including around é0 children, 
had been killed since the agreement Kas announced. Most 
homes Kere damaged or destroyed, electricity and clean 
Kater Kere scarce, cash could not be KithdraKn because 
A:Ms did not function and the streets Kere so cratered that 
Kalking or driving felt dangerous.

“My family and  I  are  noK renting  a  small,  unsuitable 
apartment,” she Krote. “Access to Kater is limited, cash is 
hard to obtain.  amilies shelter in damaged buildings at risk 
of collapse or in tents eLposed to Kinter rain and mud.” 
She described a neK internal Israeli military boundary along 
Gaza’s eastern edge knoKn locally as the yelloK line. xomes 
Kere being demolished inside it and civilians risked being 
shot if they approached. “On the east side of the line, houses 
are demolished every day,” she Krote. “-e hear stories that 
children are shot if they come near or cross the line that 
no–one can see.”

wear  Gaza  6ity,  she  said,  entire  blocks  Kere  being 
destroyed by remotely–operated ground eLplosives knoKn 
as eLplosive robots, devices capable of levelling entire blocks 
of residential areas in one detonation. Smoke from nearby 
attacks forced families to keep KindoKs closed in case it 
carried chemical residues. “-orld leaders discuss the day 
aVer and 9nalise their peace plans Khile Ke remain in the 
depths of the unknoKn,” she Krote. “:hey decide our fate 
Khile eLcluding us from the conversation.”
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xer 9anc) had travelled to Egypt in April 202N and could not 
return, Khile she could not leave. “:his is the true torment 
of a Palestinian,” she Krote. “-aiting for the unknoKn and 
trying to hold on to hope. Sometimes it feels Korse than 
death.”

On the ‘ip side of Israel’s use of remote AP6 “truck bombs” 
xattab alludes to, each reportedly carrying up to three tons 
of eLplosives, some Kere intercepted before detonation. 
6ombined Kith the signi9cant proportion of air–dropped 
munitions that failed to eLplode – reported by xaaretz to 
be as high as 20! – Gaza’s  underground has become a 
repository of residual eLplosives that analysts say armed 
groups can draK upon in future rounds of con‘ict.

Im,unityS Wepured

As Kinter storms ripped through Gaza at the end of 202D, 
‘attening tents  and ‘ooding displacement  camps  Kith 
seKage contaminated Kater, Israel moved to remove the last 
remaining Kitnesses. 

-ithin  thirty  siL  hours,  dozens  of  humanitarian 
organisations including M)decins Sans  ronti[res, OLfam 
aHliates,  6A?E,  6aritas  and  the  International  ?escue 
6ommittee Kere ordered to surrender detailed personal 
data on their Palestinian and international staT or lose 
their  right  to  operate  inside  Gaza.  At  the  same  time, 
Israel reaHrmed its ban on foreign Wournalists entering 
the territory, ensuring that both humanitarian Korkers and 
independent media Kould be eLcluded from the catastrophe 
they Kere trying to document.

:he oHcial Wusti9cation Kas security and transparency. Aid 
groups said it amounted to forced intelligence cooperation. 
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Once names, IY numbers and employment details Kere 
handed over, there Kould be nothing to prevent Israel from 
arresting, targeting or blacklisting humanitarian staT and 
their families. More than 200 aid Korkers had already been 
killed since October 2023.

:he  tactic  mirrored  Israel’s  earlier  campaign  against 
Rw?-A. AVer accusing some staT of xamas links, Israel 
severed the agency from electricity, Kater, communications 
and banking. :he International 6ourt of ;ustice later cleared 
Rw?-A of  institutional  Krongdoing,  but  by  then  the 
damage Kas done. woK the same pattern Kas being applied 
to all wGOs4 accuse, restrict, eLpel and remove Kitnesses.

6OGA: claimed these organisations accounted for only one 
percent of total aid volume, but Khat that ignored Kas Khat 
they actually provided. Emergency surgery, trauma care, 
disease surveillance, child protection, mortality tracking 
and Kar crimes documentation.  :hey Kere not merely 
delivering boLes, they Kere Gaza’s civil infrastructure and its 
forensic memory. 

-ith Wournalists banned and wGOs forced out, Israel Kas not 
reducing risk… it Kas closing a crime scene. :he remaining 
battle9eld Kas geography itself.

The Gar on the Ma, Itself

As  Wournalists  inside  Gaza  streamed  footage  that 
contradicted oHcial claims, Israel Kaged Kar on yet another 
front# :he visual evidence of satellite imagery, geolocation 
data and digital cartography quickly became a battle9eld 
Khere truth could be manipulated before it reached the 
public.  :he  geography of  Gaza F  its  streets,  hospitals, 
refugee  camps,  farmland,  and  the  shiVing  boundaries 
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betKeen  life  and  death  F  became a  contested  domain 
Khere meaning could be redraKn Kith a feK keystrokes.  or 
years, Israel had understood that Khoever controls the map 
controls the narrative.

Yuring the Kar, this principle matured into a sophisticated 
information  strategy4  obscure,  distort  and  overKhelm. 
6ivilian areas struck by bombs Kere reclassi9ed as “terror 
infrastructure”, agricultural 9elds became “launch sites” 
and apartment blocks Kere shaded Kith digital red zones 
indicating  tunnels  that,  in  many  cases,  could  not  be 
independently–veri9ed. Each graphic circulated by the IY  
on social media carried the implicit Keight of cartographic 
authority4  grids,  arroKs,  coordinates,  the  language  of 
scienti9c eLactitude, but accuracy Kas oVen secondary to 
persuasion.

MeanKhile,  independent  analysts,  open–source 
investigators and Palestinians Kith smartphones tried to 
reassert  reality.  :hey  geolocated  missile  craters  using 
distinctive roo‘ines or minaret silhouettes and compared 
pre–strike and post–strike satellite imagery to prove the 
destruction  of  entire  neighbourhoods  that  Israel  had 
insisted  Kere  intact.  In  some  cases,  the  croKdsourced 
mapping eTorts revealed that IY –published visuals had 
mislabelled,  or  deliberately  shiVed,  the  positions  of 
supposed xamas facilities to retroactively Wustify strikes on 
civilian areas.

Yigital cartography also imposed a subtler violence4 erasing 
the lived landscape. Israeli maps frequently omitted the 
names  of  Palestinian  localities  or  replaced  them  Kith 
military designations in xebreK. :o the outside vieKer these 
graphics presented Gaza not as a dense, deeply–inhabited 
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space, but as a neutral grid of targets. :he absence of names 
F ShuWa’iyya, wuseirat, Ueitoun F functioned as a quiet form 
of dehumanization, stripping conteLt from the destruction. 
A bombed school could appear, on an IY  map, not as a 
place Khere thousands of families had sought refuge, but as 
a sterile square tagged Kith coordinates and a colour–coded 
threat label.

-estern  media  hardened  into  orthodoLy.  weKspapers 
called é October “Israel’s 8711.” :elevision channels replayed 
footage of burning kibbutzim and bodies in cars Kithout 
conteLt  or  veri9cation.  :he  most  eLplosive  claims  F 
beheaded  babies,  mass  rapes  F  aired  globally  before 
investigators reached the sites. 6ww said “N0 infants Kere 
found butchered.” Sky weKs repeated it, the Yaily Mail 
splashed it.

-eeks  later,  Khen  Israeli  oHcials  admitted  the  claim 
could not be veri9ed, corrections Kere non–eListent. :he 
falsehood had already fused outrage Kith impunity. By 
contrast, Palestinian casualty 9gures Kere treated as suspect 
by maWor broadcasters, routinely appended Kith disclaimers 
like “according to the xamas–run health ministry” despite 
Rw  and  -xO  oHcials  noting  privately  they  matched 
independent counts.

Youbt, in this case, Kas not inquiry… it Kas distancing4 a ritual 
to keep empathy at bay.

The ’uardianHs Bidden brieLng

-hat  the  public  could  not  knoK Kas  that  behind  the 
editorial orthodoLy lay a netKork of undisclosed contacts 
betKeen Israel’s military establishment and the neKsrooms 
shaping  coverage.  :he  most  revealing  eLample  came 
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from :he  Guardian4  a  neKspaper that  brands  itself  as 
Xindependent, uncapturable, and ansKerable only to its oKn 
conscience’.

In early wovember 2023, :he Guardian’s editor–in–chief 
5atharine %iner met privately Kith Aviv 5ohavi, Israel’s 
former IY  chief of staT, as part of a coordinated Israeli 
campaign to “in‘uence various target audiences” in -estern 
media. 5ohavi also met Kith editors at the BB6, Sky weKs 
and the  inancial :imes. wo disclosure Kas made to readers.

:he  meeting  only  became  public  through  documents 
released by Israel’s Ministry of  oreign ATairs folloKing 
a  freedom–of–information  request.  :he  timing  Kas 
deliberate4 one month into Israel’s bombardment, Kith over 
10,000 Palestinians dead, Khile the Rw Kas Karning of mass 
starvation and human rights groups Kere sounding alarms 
about ethnic cleansing. At such a moment, a private meeting 
betKeen the paper’s editor and a former Israeli chief of 
staT, a man central to shaping the military onslaught noK 
levelling Gaza, should have been disclosed as a matter of 
basic Wournalistic transparency.

An Israeli Ministry of Yefence adviser described the purpose 
clearly4 “%isits by high–ranking Israeli dignitaries to -estern 
countries Kill help in‘uence various target audiences... Ke 
see these meetings as highly important in dealing Kith 
individuals Kho have signi9cant impact on the legitimacy of 
the State of Israel.”

-hen  Yeclassi9ed  R5  eLposed  the  meeting  in  202N, 
:he  Guardian’s  public  response  did  not  appear on  its 
oKn Kebsite and it did not appear in its Gaza coverage. 
Instead,  one  spokesperson oTered  one  line  to  another 
neKspaper4 the meeting Kas “not an endorsement, but part 
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of responsible Wournalism.” wothing more. wo details, no 
conteLt, no record. wo eLplanation of Khat 5ohavi said, 
Khat  he asked for,  Khat  :he Guardian asked him, or 
Khether any materials Kere provided.

Inside the neKsroom, several Guardian Wournalists had 
already compiled Khat one described as an “eLhaustive 
spreadsheet” documenting dozens of eLamples of skeKed 
Gaza coverage4 amplifying unchallenged Israeli claims, 
using language that delegitimised Palestinian casualty 
9gures,  doKnplaying  statements  shoKing  apparent 
genocidal intent, omitting international laK implications 
from stories that clearly demanded them, using passive 
voice  for  Palestinian  deaths  Khile  eLplicitly  naming 
xamas as perpetrators of Israeli deaths, treating Israeli 
military “evacuation orders” as humanitarian acts rather 
than potential Kar crimes. One Wournalist described the 
approach as “deceit by omission.”

Multiple  independent  studies  con9rmed  the  pattern. 
In  headline  analysis,  Israeli  victims  received  nearly 
tKice as much emotive language as Palestinian victims, 
despite Palestinians suTering vastly higher casualties. :he 
Guardian ran Né headlines about Israeli  hostages and 
Wust é about Palestinian prisoners, despite thousands of 
Palestinians, including children, being held Kithout trial.

The Bewre-Acanguage Inpitement Wurge

As  Israel’s  assault  on  Gaza  escalated,  a  parallel  Kar 
unfolded  on  xebreK–language  social  media4  a  vast, 
largely–unregulated ecosystem of hatred, dehumanisation 
and eLplicit calls for genocide. -hile much of the Korld 
focused on the physical destruction and the manipulation 
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of English–language narratives, a far more candid story Kas 
unfolding inside Israel’s oKn digital spaces.

Analysis  from  éamleh4  :he  Arab  6entre  for  the 
Advancement of Social Media, oTered the clearest picture 
to date. According to their reports, xebreK users posted 
more than 10./ million pieces of violent content in 2023, 
Kith three–quarters of it on ] —formerly :KitterW. AVer é 
October the volume surged to 23 violent or hateful posts 
every minute, roughly one every 2.1 seconds.

One Kidely shared post demanded4 “Erase Gaza. wothing 
else Kill satisfy us... wot to leave a child there... so that they 
Kill not have a resurrection.” Another read4 “?ight noK, Ke 
have one goal4 wakbaX A wakba that Kill overshadoK the 
wakba of Nj.”

Starvation Kas openly endorsed as a Keapon of Kar. Israeli 
Minister Israel 5atz posted4 “:hey Kill not receive a drop 
of Kater or a single battery until  they leave the Korld.” 
:he  statement  became  part  of  the  evidentiary  record 
cited  by  laKyers  and  human  rights  monitors  arguing 
that dehumanisation and collective punishment Kere not 
incidental, but eLplicit. :he dehumanisation Kas not limited 
to anonymous eLtremists.  On j Yecember, the Yeputy 
Mayor of ;erusalem posted a photograph of blindfolded, 
stripped  Palestinian  detainees  and  described  them  as 
“hundreds of ants... sub–humans.”

Cet much of this material Kas eTectively invisible to global 
audiences.  In  late  202N and early 202D,  ] users  began 
reporting erratic translation behaviour on some xebreK 
posts F especially those involving Gaza F and some claimed 
the platform’s “:ranslate” button no longer appeared on 
certain content. As Ali Abunimah of :he Electronic Intifada 
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observed4 “-ith all the censorship and propaganda, you still 
9nd more truth in Cedioth Ahronoth, xaaretz or 5an 11 than 
in all the -estern media combined. :hey think xebreK is a 
secret code F that anything they say to each other in xebreK, 
no–one else Kill ever hear.”

Israel Kas directly named as the perpetrator in a minority of 
Palestinian death reports… xamas Kas directly named in the 
maWority of Israeli death reports.

:he Guardian Kas not alone. Similar patterns emerged at 
:he weK Cork :imes, 6ww and other maWor outlets. But :he 
Guardian had staked its entire brand on independence… on 
being – as it repeatedly told readers Khen asking them to pay 
for it neKs – Ximpossible to buy’. :he undisclosed meeting 
Kith 5ohavi cut straight through that claim# :he neKspaper 
that asks readers to donate monthly because its Wournalism 
is supposedly ansKerable only to its oKn conscience had sat 
doKn, in secret, Kith one of the architects of the Kar it Kas 
covering at the precise moment Khen that Kar Kas entering 
its most lethal phase.

If :he Guardian’s editor had met privately Kith xamas 
oHcials during the same period, Kould the meeting have 
been omitted entirely from public vieK( Or Kould it have 
appeared in bold headlines(   or a paper that  preaches 
transparency, the ansKer Kas obvious.

british MediaHs Jrphitepture of Wilenpe

Mark 6urtis of Yeclassi9ed R5 documented Khat internal 
critics  suspected.  xis  analysis  of  BB6’s  online  content 
across siLteen categories of R5 policy toKard Israel revealed 
systematic underreporting that represented institutional 
failure, not mere bias.

//

PRO
O
F



6urtis’s research revealed that the BB6 had failed to report 
critical aspects of R5 support for Israel that Kere matters 
of public record and considerable public interest# Military 
training Kas one glaring omission4 R5 military personnel 
had trained Israeli armed forces in Britain, a fact admitted 
in Parliament but entirely absent from BB6 coverage.

Intelligence collaboration presented a similar void4 reports 
and parliamentary questions had con9rmed that a British 
intelligence team Kas operating in Israel,  aiding Israeli 
intelligence eTorts, yet the BB6’s narrative eLcluded this 
entirely.

Even more troubling Kas the BB6’s silence on diplomatic 
immunity granted to senior Israeli military 9gures. In late 
2023, the head of the Israeli military, xerzi xalevi, visited 
the R5 to discuss military strategy Kith British counterparts. 
Yespite his controversial role in operations in Gaza and 
the risk of arrest for alleged Kar crimes, the BB6 neglected 
to report on his visit or the special immunity granted to 
shield him from legal accountability.  or an organisation 
that routinely covered diplomatic visits and human rights 
controversies, the omission Kas conspicuous.

Perhaps most signi9cant Kas the BB6’s minimal coverage 
of  ?A   surveillance  ‘ights  over  Gaza.  Since  October 
2023,  the  ?oyal  Air   orce  had  conducted  frequent 
surveillance missions from a base in 6yprus. -hile the 
British  government  claimed  these  ‘ights  Kere  solely 
for hostage–related intelligence, concerns persisted about 
broader intelligence–sharing that could facilitate Israeli 
military operations.

:he BB6 had published only one report on these ‘ights in 
an entire year4 a stunning abdication for a broadcaster that 
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prides itself on scrutinising government military activities. 
6urtis’s investigation shoKed that the BB6 Kasn’t simply 
failing to ask tough questions… it Kas actively avoiding stories 
that Kould reveal the eLtent of British complicity in Israel’s 
actions.

:he ?A  ‘ights, in particular, represented direct British 
military  involvement  in  the  theatre  of  operations. 
Intelligence gathered by these ‘ights Kas almost certainly 
being shared Kith Israeli forces, making Britain an active 
participant in the military campaign. Cet the BB6 treated 
this as barely neKsKorthy, relegating it to a single buried 
article  Khile  providing  Kall–to–Kall  coverage  of  Israeli 
government talking points.

:he pattern Kas clear4 Khere British complicity Kas most 
direct  F  training,  intelligence,  surveillance,  diplomatic 
protection  F  BB6  coverage  Kas  most  absent.  :he 
broadcaster  had,  in  eTect,  become  an  instrument  of 
government policy rather than a check on it.

The Wtate Turns on Its :ournalists

:he clampdoKn did not stop at neKsrooms or social–media 
platforms.  By the  summer of  202N  it  had  moved into 
airports and police cells.

On  22  August  202N,  ?ichard  :homas  Medhurst  F  a 
British national and internationally accredited independent 
Wournalist  F  Kas  ‘ying  to  Zondon  xeathroK Khen  his 
aircraV Kas diverted before it reached the terminal. SiL 
armed police oHcers boarded the plane and escorted him 
oT  in  full  vieK of  passengers.  xe  Kas  arrested  under 
Section 12 of the :errorism Act 2000, Khich criminalises 
the eLpression of opinions deemed to be supportive of 
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a proscribed organisation. OHcers told him he Kas being 
detained because he had “eLpressed an opinion or belief” 
that fell Kithin that de9nition.

:he reporter Kas placed in restraints as his phone, laptop 
and Kork materials Kere seized. Police took a YwA sample 
and placed him in solitary con9nement,  Khere he Kas 
continuously video and audio–recorded. Although he Kas 
told he had the right to inform someone of his arrest, 
Khen he asked to contact his family he Kas refused. xe 
Kas also denied immediate access to legal counsel. AVer 
9Veen hours in detention, Medhurst Kas intervieKed by 
counter–terrorism detectives and released on bail. xe Kas 
not charged, but he remained under investigation.

Section 12 carries a maLimum sentence of fourteen years’ 
imprisonment#  In  theory it  Kas  designed  to  suppress 
terrorist propaganda but in practice it had noK been used 
against a Wournalist Khose Kork focused on Israel’s Kar on 
Gaza.

:Ko Keeks later, on N September,  reedom of Information 
disclosures revealed that at least eleven Wournalists had been 
subWected to terrorism–related detentions since October 
2023. wone had been accused of planning or carrying out 
violence. :heir common feature Kas that they had reported 
critically on Israel or on Britain’s support for its Kar.

-hat had once been framed as  counter–terrorism had 
become something else  entirely4  a  system for policing 
speech.
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Jsa Ginstanleyx Raided for Ek,osing Banniwal 

:he  crackdoKn  intensi9ed  on  1é  October  202N,  Khen 
the  home  of  Asa  -instanley,  associate  editor  of  :he 
Electronic Intifada, Kas raided by around 10 oHcers from 
the Metropolitan Police’s 6ounter :errorism 6ommand.

:he raid, conducted under “Operation Incessantness,” saK 
multiple electronic devices seized. -instanley Kas handed a 
letter stating that authorities Kere “aKare of your profession 
as a Wournalist” but Kere investigating possible oTenses 
under the :errorism Act —200/W for the “encouragement of 
terrorism,” based on his social media activity. -instanley, 
knoKn for his investigative Kork such as the article “xoK 
Israel killed hundreds of its oKn people on é October,” 
became a prime eLample of the state targeting Wournalists 
for critical reporting.

Press freedom organisations, including the wational Rnion 
of ;ournalists —wR;W and the International  ederation of 
;ournalists —I ;W, Wointly condemned the raids, emphasising 
that “;ournalism is not a crime.”

In  late  August  202N,  the  home  of  /1–year–old  Sarah 
-ilkinson Kas also stormed in a daKn raid by 1/ oHcers, 
many in plain clothes and balaclavas. She Kas restrained and 
moved to a Kaiting van before being taken to a local police 
station, Khere she Kas held and questioned under Section 
12 of the :errorism Act —2000W. :he use of counter–terror 
poKers against a grandmother for her social media posts 
about Gaza revealed the desperation of authorities to silence 
dissent.

On 1/ October 202N, counter–terror police detained 6raig 
Murray, Wournalist, human rights campaigner and former 
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British diplomat, at GlasgoK Airport aVer he attended a 
Palestine  solidarity event.  Police  seized his  phone and 
laptop.

Murray, Kho had served as R5 Ambassador to Rzbekistan 
before  becoming  a  KhistlebloKer  and  human  rights 
advocate, represented yet another eLample of the British 
state using terrorism legislation against those documenting 
Israeli Kar crimes.

Media bodies Demand Jns-ers

On D September 202N, reporters responded Kith an open 
letter  demanding  to  knoK  hoK  covering  Gaza  could 
constitute terrorism. :he police cited “national security 
concerns” # :ranslation4 Wournalism itself had been recoded 
as a threat vector.

:he wR; and I ; Krote a Woint letter on 3 September 202N to 
Matt ;ukes, the R5 xead of 6ounter :errorism, eLpressing 
their profound concerns  over the recent  detentions  of 
British Wournalists for their reporting of the ongoing Israeli 
genocide in Gaza.

:he letter stated4

NWe prite as wenerag secretaries of the UJF and IAFl to evjress 
wra.e concern o.er the ajjarent misuse of the Terrorism 2ct 0RRR 
to detain and arrest xournagistsl thus undermininw media freedom“ 
The arrest of bichard Medhurst and the suqsezuent seikure of 
his xournagistic ezuijment incgudinw recordinw de.ices essentiag 
for his porKl has shocKed qoth xournagists qased in the JP and 
those around the porgd“ -opers contained in anti”terror gewisgation 
must agpays qe dejgoyed jrojortionategyl yet actions qy jogice 
in an ajjarent cracKdopn on wenuine xournagistic acti.ity cause 
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siwni,cant cause for concern o.er e0orts to sti1e jress freedom“ 
We seeK cgarity from you on the nature of the in.estiwation into 
bichard Medhurst and rezuest an urwent meetinw to discuss the use 
of jogice jopers under anti”terror gewisgation to detainl zuestion 
and arrest xournagists“ Without spi2 action to restore con,dence 
o.er the treatment of xournagists and acti.istsl counter”terrorism 
jogicinw faces an erosion of juqgic con,dence and risKs a chigginw 
e0ect on xournagists fearinw arrest for carryinw out their porK“3

It Kas signed by Michelle Stanistreet, wR; general secretary, 
and Anthony Bellanger, I ; general secretary, representing 
over /00,000 media professionals spanning more than 1N0 
countries. :heir Karning Kas prescient4 “Yisproportionate 
use of poKers contained in anti–terror legislation by British 
police runs contrary to the R5 government’s commitment 
to upholding press freedom and ensuring Wournalists’ safety.” 
It did not give the authorities pause, hoKever, it marked the 
moment the campaign Kent transnational.

In  ebruary 202D, as Medhurst Kas living and Korking in 
%ienna, Austrian police and intelligence agents raided his 
home there too, and con9scated all his electronic devices 
under a Karrant alleging association Kith xamas. :he same 
reporting that had triggered his detention in Britain Kas 
noK being pursued by a second state. -hat had begun 
as a British counter–terrorism investigation had become a 
cross–border security operation. Intelligence services across 
-estern democracies Kere no longer merely observing 
Gaza Wournalists, they Kere coordinating against them.

In Yecember 202D, British authorities quietly abandoned 
their oKn case. AVer more than a year under investigation, 
the 6roKn Prosecution Service con9rmed that no charges 
Kould be brought against Medhurst under the :errorism 
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Act.  :he Wournalist  Britain had arrested as  a  suspected 
terrorist Kas cleared, but the 9le did not close, it Kas simply 
handed over. British investigators transferred their entire 
case to Austrian prosecutors, asserting that Austria noK had 
Wurisdiction, even though Medhurst had been arrested by 
British police months before any Austrian case eListed. 
:he theory of  criminality simply migrated.  In Britain, 
Wournalism had been framed as terrorist support, in Austria, 
the same Kork Kas recast as membership in a terrorist 
organisation.

Yuring  his  British  detention,  Medhurst  had  refused 
to  unlock  his  devices  to  protect  con9dential  sources. 
Investigators  Kere  unable  to  access  his  encrypted 
communications. :he collapse of the R5 case F folloKed by 
the Austrian seizure of his equipment F revealed a single 
continuous eTort to obtain Khat British authorities could 
not laKfully eLtract.

Britain stepped back, Austria stepped in. :he same reporting 
that could not be criminalised in Zondon Kas noK being 
prosecuted  in  %ienna.  :he  Karning  from  the  Korld’s 
Wournalists had been right4 Khat Kas unfolding Kas not laK 
enforcement, but a system for turning Wournalism itself into 
a security threat.

Royal Television Wopiety bupKles

Even  professional  Wournalism  institutions  came  under 
attack. In March 202D, the ?oyal :elevision Society —?:SW 
initially planned to honour Gaza–based Wournalists at its 
annual :elevision ;ournalism AKards on D March 202D.

But on the day of the aKards, the ?:S reversed its decision, 
citing “controversy around some Gaza coverage”, speci9cally 
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the BB6 documentary Gaza4 xoK to Survive a -ar Uone, 
Khich featured a teenager later revealed to be the son of 
xamas’s Yeputy Minister of Agriculture.

:he  cancellation  sparked  immediate  outrage.  %eteran 
broadcaster ;onathan Yimbleby called the move “craven,” 
arguing that it unfairly punished Gaza–based Wournalists 
for  editorial  issues  in  the  R5.  More  than  300  media 
9gures F including 6hannel N weKs presenter 5rishnan 
Guru–Murthy, Sky weKs’s AleL 6raKford and BB6 reporters 
 ergal  5eane and Orla Guerin F signed an open letter 
eLpressing their “shock and disgust” at the ?:S’s failure to 
honour Gaza Wournalists.

:he letter, also signed by Oscar–Kinning directors 5evin 
MacYonald and Asif 5apadia, highlighted concerns over 
the ?:S’s “lack of transparency” and called for an urgent 
meeting Kith 5ing 6harles III, Kho serves as the ?oyal 
Patron of  the ?:S.  :he conteLt  made the cancellation 
even more egregious4 since é October, Israel had banned 
foreign Wournalists from entering Gaza, severely restricting 
independent reporting.

MeanKhile,  Israeli  military actions  had resulted in  the 
deaths of more than 200 Wournalists and media Korkers 
in Gaza, making it the deadliest con‘ict for Wournalists in 
modern history. Organisations such as ?eporters -ithout 
Borders and the 6ommittee to Protect ;ournalists had called 
for independent investigations into Khether these killings 
constitute Kar crimes.

On 2N October 202N, an IY  spokesperson had escalated 
the threat announcing Palestinian Wournalists  operating 
in northern Gaza “Kill be treated as combatants.” Press 
Katchdogs called it a declaration of intent to commit Kar 
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crimes. In the leLicon of poKer, the Kord “Wournalist” had 
been reclassi9ed, doKngraded to legitimate target.

Rnder intense pressure, the ?:S reversed its cancellation 
on 1D March 202D, announcing that it Kould reinstate the 
Gaza Wournalism aKard. But advocacy groups continued 
to  demand  that  the  aKard  be  presented  at  the  ?:S 
Programme AKards  on  2D  March,  rather than  delayed 
further. “Any further delay and prevarication Kould only 
serve to undermine the ?:S’s credibility further,” they 
stated.

:he ?:S scandal revealed hoK even institutions ostensibly 
dedicated to Wournalistic eLcellence could be pressured 
into suppressing recognition of Gaza coverage, and hoK 
collective action by Wournalists could force a reversal.

Teaphing ’enopide in british Wphools

More concerning evidence came not from government 
policy but from British classrooms Khere students Wusti9ed 
killing Palestinian children.

In ;uly 202D, a shocking moment Kent viral that eLposed 
Khat many had long suspected4 that some British religious 
schools Kere teaching children to vieK Palestinian lives 
as Korthless and Israeli violence as divinely Wusti9ed. :he 
revelation  came  during  a  live  intervieK conducted  by 
Palestinian–American content creator xamzah Saadah, Kho 
uses  Ome:% F  a  free  global  video  chat  platform  that 
connects strangers randomly F to document Israeli public 
sentiment.

-hat makes Saadah’s Kork signi9cant is its randomness4 he 
doesn’t select guests or stage conversations. -ith hundreds 
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of thousands of users online at any given time, his intervieKs 
oTer a statistically honest snapshot of vieKs,  especially 
among younger generations.

Yuring one such random connection, Saadah Kas matched 
Kith a British–born man Kho had recently moved to Israel. 
:he unscripted conversation took a dark turn Khen the 
man openly Wusti9ed the mass killing of Palestinian civilians, 
including over 20,000 children#

xamzah4 “:he 20,000 children that Kere killed in Palestine. 
Is that Wusti9ed(”

Guest4 “Ceah, cuz they’re going to groK up to be xamas. 
ELactly.”

xamzah4 “Yid you learn this in England(”

Guest4 “I learned this in :orah class... in England. ELactly.”

xamzah4 “Cou are brainKashed to the core. Cou are literally 
saying it’s okay for children to be killed in Palestine because 
they’re going to groK up to be YmilitantsZ. Are you crazy(”

:he man repeated his claim multiple times, unprompted 
and enthusiastically. xe Kasn’t pressed into a corner… he 
volunteered these vieKs and grounded his logic in religious 
instruction received in England.

cbC Censorshi, That Prepeded the Confession

-hat made this livestream confession so devastating Kas 
that it con9rmed eLactly Khat British media had Wust been 
forced to suppress under Uionist lobby pressure.

;ust days earlier, R5 broadcaster ZB6 became embroiled 
in controversy Khen radio presenter ;ames O’Brien read 
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aloud a message from a listener named 6hris. :he message 
claimed that children in a xertfordshire ;eKish school Kere 
being taught that “one ;eKish life is Korth thousands of Arab 
lives” and that Arabs Kere described as “cockroaches to be 
crushed.”

O’Brien used the message to illustrate hoK mutual hatred 
is taught, but he quickly came under 9re from pro–Israel 
groups including the 6ommunity Security :rust, Board 
of  Yeputies,  and  ;eKish  Zeadership  6ouncil.  :he  clip 
Kas deleted, and O’Brien issued an on–air apology4 “:he 
message has understandably upset a lot of people, and I 
regret taking those unsubstantiated claims at face value. I am 
genuinely sorry for that.”

;onathan Ash–EdKards, xertfordshire’s Police and 6rime 
6ommissioner, Krote to ZB6 Karning that the segment 
could provoke “further antisemitic incidents” and accused 
O’Brien of making a “conscious and deliberate choice” to air 
it.

But then came the livestream... a British–Israeli citizen, 
selected completely at random from hundreds of thousands 
of global users, con9rmed on camera F unprompted and 
enthusiastically F that he had been taught in “:orah class... in 
England” that Palestinian children deserved to die because 
they Kould “groK up to be xamas.”

:he  ZB6  controversy  had  been  dismissed  as  an 
unsubstantiated claim from an anonymous listener. woK, a 
randomly selected individual had vindicated it on a global 
platform, proving that the listener had been telling the truth 
all along.
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cegal Im,lipations Under U2 ca-

:he video not only eLposed the ideological rot behind the 
ongoing genocide in Gaza, it may also eLpose legal liability 
for the individual involved and the British institutions he 
cited.

Rnder the R5’s Public Order Act 18j/, incitement to racial 
hatred is a criminal oTence. Section 1j prohibits the use 
of “threatening, abusive or insulting Kords or behaviour” 
intended or likely to “stir up racial hatred.” ;ustifying the 
killing of children F based on their ethnicity or nationality 
F could easily qualify.

If this individual returns to the R5, he may be subWect 
to criminal investigation for inciting hatred. Even more 
troubling is the suggestion that religious educators in the R5 
Kere responsible for instilling this KorldvieK. If proven, the 
;eKish schools or :orah classes he attended could also come 
under scrutiny for institutional incitement, especially if they 
operate as registered charities or receive public oversight.

:he Yepartment for Education, Ofsted and the 6harity 
6ommission noK face serious questions about Khether 
they have failed in their duty to prevent radicalisation 
and hate speech in faith–based education. 6ritics argue 
that if a Muslim school Kere found teaching children that 
Israeli or ;eKish lives Kere Korthless, the institution Kould 
be immediately investigated, shut doKn, and its leaders 
prosecuted. :he same standard, they insist, must apply.

Wilenping the TruthS Protepting the Po-erful

:he man’s livestreamed confession reneKed criticism of 
ZB6’s decision to censor its listener and protect institutions 
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from scrutiny. 6ritics noK argue that the station’s apology 
F  and  the  deletion  of  the  segment  F  Kas  not  about 
responsible broadcasting but about capitulation to political 
pressure.

ZB6 had suppressed a truth that a random British–Israeli 
stranger later con9rmed on a global platform. :he listener 
had  been  vindicated.  O’Brien  had  been  right  to  air 
the claim, and the institutions that pressured ZB6 into 
censorship noK stood eLposed.

“:hey needed  British  Muslims  to  be  the  threat,”  said 
one media analyst,  “so  they suppressed evidence  that 
British  ;eKish  schools  Kere  teaching  genocide.  :hey 
needed antisemitism to be the story,  so they silenced 
the  actual  story  F  that  children  in  Britain  are  being 
taught to vieK Palestinian lives as Korthless.” :he scandal 
encapsulated the entire information Kar around Gaza4 
truth  suppressed,  liars  protected  and institutions  that 
should demand accountability instead providing cover.

:he randomly selected man on Ome:% had accidentally 
torn  doKn the  facade,  revealing Khat  many had  long 
suspected4  that  the  genocidal  logic  Wustifying  Gaza’s 
destruction Kas being systematically taught to children in 
British religious schools. But media outlets and educational 
institutions Kere far from being the only playing 9elds this 
Kanton repression of reality Kould take place on.

The Nandy Fawripation

:he Amsterdam football riots involving marauding fans of 
Maccabi :el Aviv in wovember 202N reverberated across 
the 6hannel in uneLpected Kays, igniting a political scandal 
that Kould eLpose hoK the British government further 
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manufactured antisemitism narratives to shield Israel from 
accountability.

:he controversy centred on Zisa wandy, Britain’s 6ulture 
Secretary, and her handling of a subsequent Maccabi 9Lture 
in Birmingham… a scandal that Kould test  the limits of 
ministerial honesty and reveal the apparatus of narrative 
control.

In the Kake of the Amsterdam violence, Maccabi :el Aviv 
Kas scheduled to face Aston %illa in a Europa 6onference 
Zeague match in Birmingham. British and Yutch police, 
having Kitnessed the chaos in Amsterdam, conducted a Woint 
threat assessment. :he intelligence Kas unambiguous4 the 
primary security risk came not from Birmingham residents, 
but from eLtremist Maccabi supporters Kith a documented 
history of violence. Police reports Karned of “racist fan 
elements” Kithin the Israeli club’s support base and noted 
that many young Maccabi fans Kere serving IY  members 
potentially involved in operations in Gaza.

Yespite this clear police guidance, both Prime Minister 5eir 
Starmer and Zisa wandy publicly condemned the decision to 
implement security restrictions as “Krong” and an eLample 
of antisemitism. wandy told Parliament that Israeli fans 
Kere being restricted because of “the risk posed to them 
because they are Israeli and because they are ;eKish” F a 
claim directly contradicted by the leaked police intelligence, 
Khich identi9ed the Maccabi supporters themselves as the 
threat.

ceaKed Polipe Dopuments

:he fabrication unravelled Khen :he Guardian published 
the leaked police assessments. Perry Barr MP Ayub 5han 
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rose in the xouse of 6ommons and accused wandy of lying 
to Parliament, citing the leaked documents and Karning 
that her statements represented “a blatant breach of the 
ministerial code.” 6ommons Speaker Sir Zindsay xoyle 
con9rmed 5han’s comments Kould be entered into the 
record but said he lacked the poKer to compel wandy to 
return to ansKer questions.

Independent MPs Adnan xussein, Iqbal Mohamed, and 
;eremy 6orbyn Woined the chorus of condemnation. xussein 
pointedly asked Khy Israel Kas being treated diTerently 
from ?ussia, Khich faced international sporting bans for its 
invasion of Rkraine.

-hen Mohamed asked Khether Israeli police Kere being 
antisemitic for cancelling a :el Aviv derby due to hooligan 
violence, wandy doubled doKn on her false claim, repeating 
that the R5’s restrictions Kere based on “the risk posed 
to YMaccabi  fansZ  because they are Israeli  and because 
they are ;eKish”,  a statement later proven categorically 
false by her oKn government’s intelligence services. :he 
intelligence assessments Kere, in fact, more detailed F and 
more damning F than ministers initially acknoKledged.

;oint brie9ngs compiled by British and Yutch police in 
the days folloKing the Amsterdam violence Karned that 
the primary threat surrounding the Birmingham 9Lture 
came from Maccabi :el Aviv’s oKn travelling support. :he 
documents described a core group of “eLtremist Maccabi 
:el Aviv supporters Kith a documented history of violence,” 
and recorded Yutch Karnings that the same cohort had been 
identi9ed during riots in Amsterdam earlier that month.

According to police reports, those disturbances involved 
assaults  on  Muslim  bystanders  and  chants  of  “death 
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to  Arabs”  in  public  spaces  F  incidents  that  prompted 
Yutch police to advise British counterparts that the same 
individuals Kere likely to travel to the R5. -est Midlands 
Police  subsequently classi9ed the match as  “high risk,” 
Karning that dozens of these supporters Kere eLpected to 
attend.

A community impact assessment obtained by :he Guardian 
recorded an even more aKkKard truth for the government’s 
narrative4 some ;eKish community members themselves 
eLpressed  concern  that  Maccabi  supporters  should  be 
barred from attending, fearing that their presence Kould 
provoke violence and endanger local residents. One police 
source summarised the assessment bluntly4 “the biggest risk 
Kas alKays the eLtreme Maccabi fans Kho Kant to 9ght.”

wone  of  this  intelligence  suggested  antisemitic 
discrimination by British authorities. On the contrary, it 
shoKed a standard public–order response to a knoKn violent 
cohort… eLactly the kind of restrictions routinely applied to 
football supporters Kith a record of disorder. :he media’s 
role in amplifying the false narrative became harder to 
defend  Khen  Sky weKs  Kas  forced  to  issue  an  on–air 
correction. “-e incorrectly said the decision Kas based 
solely on the inability of authorities to guarantee the safety 
of those fans,” Sky weKs admitted. “-e should have also 
re‘ected concerns about previous violent clashes involving 
Maccabi :el Aviv supporters.”

By  the  time  the  correction  aired,  the  damage  Kas 
irreversible. :he original claim F broadcast prominently 
and repeated across social media F had reached millions. 
As in so many previous cases across media outlets,  the 
clari9cation reached a fraction of that audience.
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The 060O Re-rite

By ;anuary 202/, this attempt to erase reality had not quietly 
been kicked into the long grass# instead a co–ordinated 
eTort instead resurrected and attempted to double doKn on 
it, to further corrupt the record.

Britain’s largest ;eKish lobby organisations [ the Board of 
Yeputies of British ;eKs and the ;eKish Zeadership 6ouncil 
[ publicly demanded the resignation of -est Midlands 
Police 6hief 6onstable 6raig Guildford for authorising the 
very restrictions that police intelligence had recommended. 
:heir claim Kas that the force had acted on “unsubstantiated 
or erroneous” security concerns and had unfairly targeted 
Israeli supporters.

:his Kas not a dispute about facts. :hose facts had already 
been leaked,  published,  and acknoKledged4  Yutch and 
British police had Wointly Karned that a cohort of eLtremist 
Maccabi :el Aviv supporters fresh from chanting “Yeath to 
ArabsX” and, in Amsterdam, “:here are no schools in Gaza, 
as there are no children leVX” posed a serious public–order 
risk if alloKed to travel in numbers to Birmingham.

:he attempt noK underKay Kas something else4 narrative 
inversion. -hat had been a routine policing decision – 
identical in principle to restrictions imposed on ?angers, 
Zegia -arsaK, wapoli, 6eltic, and other high–risk supporter 
groups – Kas being retrospectively rebranded as antisemitic 
discrimination. :he chants, the violence, the intelligence 
assessments  and  even  Israel’s  oKn  record  of  policing 
Maccabi’s ultras Kere simply erased from the story.

:he  political  right  rushed  to  assist  in  that  erasure. 
6onservative leader 5emi Badenoch accused the police 
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of having “capitulated and collaborated Kith Islamists,” 
transforming a public–order operation into a culture–Kar 
fantasy in Khich British police Kere cast as enemies of the 
;eKish community rather than protectors of the public.

-hat  made  the  moment  revealing  Kas  not  that  lobby 
groups defended Israeli fans but that they demanded the 
destruction of police credibility to do so. :he intelligence 
services that had Karned of violent Israeli hooligans Kere 
noK treated as the problem, Khile those Kho had 9lmed 
themselves celebrating the eLtermination of Gaza’s children 
in European streets Kere quietly laundered into victims. 
:his  Kas  the  same  architecture  that  had  already been 
deployed against Rw agencies, Wournalists,  broadcasters 
and civil servants4 Khen reality threatens Israel’s narrative, 
reality must be recoded as preWudice.

Un,repedented cie

:he scandal deepened Khen wandy’s parliamentary claims 
Kere further eLposed as fabrications. She had described 
the Birmingham security measures as “unique in modern 
times”, a claim demolished by simple fact–checking. Similar 
aKay–fan  restrictions  had  been  implemented  during4 
?angers vs wapoli —2022W, Aston %illa vs Zegia -arsaK —2023W, 
6eltic vs ?angers —202DW.

:he “unprecedented” framing Kas designed to create the 
impression of unique antisemitic persecution Khere none 
eListed. It Kas a false claim that Keaponised antisemitism 
allegations against British Muslims and public safety oHcials 
Kho Kere simply doing their Wobs based on solid intelligence 
about violent Israeli hooligans.
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The Jndre- Fok Phantom 5rganisation Wpandal

But the most signi9cant revelation came Khen the media’s 
oKn sources Kere eLposed as fraudulent. Sky weKs, Khich 
had prominently covered the controversy, Kas forced to 
issue another on–air correction aVer its reporting came 
under scrutiny.

:he broadcaster had relied heavily on testimony from 
AndreK  oL, presented as the “honorary president of the 
Aston %illa ;eKish %illains Supporters 6lub.”

Subsequent investigations revealed that4  oL is not ;eKish. 
 oL Korks for the xenry ;ackson Society, a pro–Israel think 
tank Kith documented ties to neoconservative netKorks. 
:he  supporters’  club  he  represented  is  unrecognised 
by Aston %illa  or the   ootball  Supporters’  Association. 
:he  organisation  appears  to  eList  only  on  paper  as  a 
phantom organisation created to lend false legitimacy to the 
manufactured antisemitism narrative.

NandyHs Pattern of Com,lipity

Once seen as a rising Zabour star, wandy’s credibility Kas 
badly damaged. Before the general election, she had draKn 
criticism as shadoK international development secretary 
for echoing unveri9ed Israeli allegations against Rw?-A, 
Gaza’s main humanitarian agency, in the Kake of claims 
about xamas in9ltration that Kere later discredited.

6ritics argued her record demonstrated a consistent pattern4 
alignment Kith Israeli talking points and a readiness to 
Keaponise antisemitism allegations for political cover, even 
Khen the facts told a diTerent story. -ith groKing calls 
for wandy’s resignation and pressure mounting on Prime 
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Minister Starmer, the aTair became a test of truth and 
accountability in British public life. :he police intelligence 
had been clear… the ministers had lied about it… the media had 
ampli9ed those lies using fake sources and British Muslims 
had been smeared as threats to ;eKish safety Khen the 
documented danger came from Israeli eLtremists.

As one senior political commentator noted4 “:his scandal 
shoKs Khat happens Khen government and media abandon 
honesty to protect Israel at all costs. :he British public 
deserve ansKers, and the ministers responsible must face 
consequences.”

:he wandy aTair Kould come to symbolise  something 
larger4 hoK -estern governments, facing overKhelming 
public opposition to Israel’s actions in Gaza, resorted to 
manufacturing antisemitism crises to silence dissent and 
delegitimise solidarity Kith Palestinians.  It  Kas hasbara 
enacted through the organs of state poKer itself.

The Turning Tide

Soon aVer, a neK theatre of messaging opened4 -ashington 
began to  signal  concern.  On 23 October 202N,  the  RS 
government publicly urged Israel to alloK media access 
and humanitarian aid into Gaza, Karning that a blackout 
undermined American credibility# xuman rights groups 
estimated more than a hundred Wournalists had been killed 
by then.

:he legal leLicon caught up Kith the moral one. In ;anuary 
202N, the International 6ourt of ;ustice found a “plausible 
risk of  genocide” in  South Africa v Israel  and ordered 
provisional measures. :he phrasing Kas cautious… the eTect, 
seismic.
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States that had hedged, moved4 Ireland, Spain and worKay 
recognised Palestine… Belgium froze arms eLports… German 
complicity Kas litigated under Article III of the Genocide 
6onvention. By early 202D, aVer the I6; ordered Israel 
to prevent genocidal acts and alloK aid, the Israeli Prime 
Minister BenWamin wetanyahu dismissed the court as “a 
disgrace to civilisation.”

 amine still spread# In  ebruary 202D, aVer the bombing of 
the Rw–run Al–MaKasi camp killed hundreds, a BB6 anchor 
said the forbidden Kord on air4 “genocide.”  or a moment 
the studio fell silent4 it Kas the sound of a script ending.

In -ashington, spokespeople continued4 “Israel has the right 
to defend itself,” even as reports detailed mass graves and 
deliberate starvation. Behind closed doors, aides admitted 
the phrase had become “toLic.” Polls shoKed tKo–thirds 
of  Americans  Kanted arms shipments  halted…  hearings 
on Kar crimes Kere announced, laKyers reached for the 
Zeahy ZaKs. In Europe the shiV accelerated. ?ecognition, 
freezes, laKsuits# to defend Israel Kas no longer to defend 
democracy… it Kas to defend the indefensible.

Some facts refused to die. By N wovember 202D, a body 
of evidence F  orensic Architecture, xaaretz, 6hannel 12, 
former pilots and police F con9rmed that Israeli forces 
killed their oKn civilians on é October amid “indiscriminate 
9re orders.” Cet the BB6 held to the singular grammar of 
“xamas massacre,” declining to report veri9ed friendly–9re 
episodes Kith the prominence they deserved.

Media Katchdogs noted the shiV from bias to credibility 
crisis4  if  veri9able  facts  are  unreportable  because  they 
complicate a narrative,  the line has been crossed from 
Wournalism into reputation management.
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Revolt of canguage

By  the  summer  of  202N,  Gaza’s  death  toll  surpassed 
N0,000. weighbourhoods disappeared from maps, Khile 
euphemism  faltered  on  air.  6ww  used  “collective 
punishment”,  Khile  the  BB6  tentatively  described 
“systematic destruction.” :he weK Cork :imes, aVer months 
of internal revolt, ran an editorial titled “A -ar Beyond 
;usti9cation.”

xasbara’s moral credit F long underKritten by the memory 
of ;eKish suTering F Kas overdraKn4 Khat remained Kas 
naked poKer. Yiplomatic cables leaked in late 202N spoke of 
“unprecedented isolation.” Ambassadors reported “hostile 
sentiment in -estern capitals.” Israel hired neK P? 9rms and 
tested slogans F Israel4 :he Yemocracy at -ar Kith :error F 
but branding cannot cauterise a livestream.

6orporations balked at Keapons manufacturers… universities 
severed ties Kith research partners… sports teams cancelled 
friendlies. :he pariah aura hardened.

By mid–202D, the global conversation had turned. :he chant 
“ rom the river to the sea” F once criminalised, despite 
having previously been used by wetanyahu’s Zikud party F 
sounded in parliaments and city squares. Millions marched 
beneath Palestinian ‘ags and governments that banned 
demonstrations under “security” preteLts noK faced the 
outrage of their electorates.

Even in -ashington, Khere lobbying had long dictated 
policy grammar, senators asked on camera Khether support 
could be squared Kith laK. :he tables turned# In culture, 
the argument of British :% football commentator Gary 
Zineker matured into principle4 that solidarity is not bias… 
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it is a human baseline. :he pressure campaign that sought 
to isolate him instead clari9ed the stakes. -hen the BB6 
pulled its March Gaza documentaries and 6hannel N aired 
:he -ounded of Gaza, it became obvious that impartiality 
had been Keaponised to avoid accountability. Zineker stood 
Kith medics and Wournalists… his critics stood Kith silence.

:he collapse of narrative control reached a symbolic peak 
Khen Israel’s  ambassador Kalked out  of  a  Rw General 
Assembly session as names of Gaza’s slain Wournalists Kere 
read aloud.  wo rebuttal  folloKed.  :he facts  had 9nally 
spoken louder than the 9ction.

Rise of the bedroom broadpasters

By the time the guns fell silent, Gaza’s surviving Wournalists 
had compiled the most comprehensive record of atrocity in 
modern history, but they had not done it alone. Alongside 
them, a neK generation of citizen Wournalists F operating 
from bedrooms, buses and street corners F had broken 
Israel’s information stranglehold in Kays traditional media 
could not.

Among them Kas :he Saviour, a British tKenty–something 
behind the fast–groKing platform S2  Rncensored. -ith 
nearly half a million folloKers on ] and tens of thousands 
more  on  Instagram,  he  had  become  one  of  the  most 
proli9c young chroniclers of Gaza’s genocide, delivering raK 
footage, breaking neKs and voL pop intervieKs at a pace and 
honesty that traditional media could not match.

-hat made his rise unusual Kas that none of it Kas planned. 
“I Kas Wust a normal guy using :Kitter,” he said. “I only had 
about j0 to 100 folloKers.” xe had Woined the platform in late 
2022, 9rst folloKing the ?ussia–Rkraine Kar Kith the instinct 
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many vieKers of that con‘ict had4 XSurely there’s more 
going  on  behind  the  headlines(’  As  he  dug  deeper, 
he stumbled across something the mainstream largely 
ignored4 daily Israeli violence in the -est Bank months 
before October é, and he began posting Khat he found.

-hen  the  Gaza  genocide  began  and  Israel  launched 
one of the most aggressive propaganda campaigns in 
modern history F painting Palestinians as subhuman, 
‘attening  homes  Khile  calling  it  “precision  Karfare,” 
‘ooding -estern media Kith unveri9ed claims F his feed 
eLploded from D00 folloKers to D0,000 in a single month, 
and became a go–to source for breaking updates. “I Kas 
literally sitting there all night posting breaking neKs,” 
he recalled. “It Kasn’t planned. It Wust happened. :hen I 
thought F Kell, noK I have a responsibility.”

Rnlike  many  online  commentators,  he  did  not  stay 
behind  the  keyboard.  xe  stepped  into  the  streets. 
Equipped Kith a mic and a camera, he began intervieKing 
ordinary people at protests, rallies and even right–King 
demonstrations. xis noK–viral eLchange Kith a :ommy 
?obinson  supporter  Kaving  an  Israeli  ‘ag  F  unable 
to  eLplain  Khy  F  captured  something  mainstream 
broadcasters rarely shoK4 the raK confusion, hostility and 
emotional chaos of Britain’s culture Kar over Palestine. 
“:hey Kere all  in their comfort  zone,” he said of  the 
Uionist–leaning croKd that day. “:heir real colours Kere 
coming out.”

xe remained calm, even as some became aggressive. :he 
point, he said, Kas to let people speak freely on camera… 
something mainstream studios, Kith their tightly controlled 
debates and pre–approved talking heads, did not alloK. xis 
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street intervieKs regularly out–performed posts from legacy 
neKsrooms Kith corporate budgets.

-ith in‘uence, hoKever, came retaliation. At 9rst, he stayed 
anonymous, until Israeli netKorks found his identity and 
doLLed him, posting his face and personal details across the 
internet to intimidate him into silence, but that back9red 
too. Instead of retreating, he changed his pro9le photo to his 
oKn face. “It Kas something they Kere using against me,” he 
said, “but that Kasn’t going to stop me.”

:hen came coordinated bot  attacks4  thousands of  fake 
accounts  mass–liking  his  posts,  then  reporting  him 
for “manipulated  engagement,”  getting  posts  removed, 
triggering recurring shadoKbans. Even Kith nearly half a 
million folloKers, some posts barely reached tKo thousand 
people. “ or an account my size,” he said, “the vieKs are 
honestly shocking.”

Instagram, Khere he had far feKer folloKers, oVen gave 
him more reach than ].  :his  Kas  not  paranoia.  Many 
independent  Wournalists  F  from  Palestine  to  political 
dissenters  in  the  -est  F  reported  the  same  pattern4 
suppression  of  on–the–ground  content  that  challenged 
oHcial narratives. “:hey try all the tactics,” he said. “Yeath 
threats, bots, mass reports# but it’s the genuine supporters 
Kho keep me going.”

People turned to accounts like his because mainstream 
outlets,  from the  BB6 to  6ww,  9ltered  their  coverage 
through  political  pressure,  government  brie9ngs  and 
editorial restraint. Scenes that Palestinians Kere living in 
real time F children pulled from rubble, hospitals bombed, 
families starving F Kere framed as “claims” or “unveri9ed.” 
Independent voices 9lled the vacuum. “:hey’re thirsty for 
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raK information,” :he Saviour said. “wo propaganda. wo 
bias.”

As -estern governments criminalised Palestine activism, 
as big tech platforms tightened moderation policies and 
as billionaires Kith Uionist political ties bought up media 
companies, the battle over the truth of Gaza became more 
ferocious than ever, but it Kas also clearer than ever that 
the old system had lost control. “-e’re meant to use these 
platforms for alternative media,” he added. “But they still 
manipulate them.”

Even so, audiences kept coming as they greK to discern 
the  diTerence  betKeen  scripted  narratives  and  lived 
reality. It Kas also because, despite Israel’s digital Karfare 
F  bots,  doLLing,  threats,  and  censorship  F  this  young 
content creator continued posting, 9lming, intervieKing and 
amplifying voices that Kould otherKise never reach the 
outside Korld.  rom his bedroom to hundreds of thousands 
of screens KorldKide, :he Saviour had helped break the 
most tightly managed propaganda machine of the 21st 
century.

By the time the guns fell silent, Gaza’s surviving Wournalists 
had compiled the most comprehensive record of atrocity 
in modern history. :heir footage F preserved by volunteer 
archivists  from  Yublin  to  5uala  Zumpur  F  seeded 
prosecutions and reKrote syllabi.

:he very platforms Israel  had tried to bend F :ik:ok, 
Instagram, :elegram F became inadvertent archives of 
evidence.  Algorithms  that  once  buried  the  truth  noK, 
accidentally, kept it and the empire of lies collapsed under 
the Keight of its contradictions. 6lassrooms began to teach 
the Gaza genocide as  a lesson in the Keaponisation of 
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language4 hoK “xamas–run ministry” became shorthand for 
disbelief… hoK “surgical strike” masked incineration… hoK the 
verb to defend became licence to destroy. :he leLicon of 
denial itself became evidence… a fossil record of hoK -estern 
institutions rationalised atrocity in real time.

Editors  Kho  had  purged  apartheid  from  style  guides 
restored it as standard. ;ournalists Kho had been sacked for 
accuracy Kere rehired Kith quiet apologies. Rniversities that 
had suspended staT for calling for a cease9re noK issued 
statements of solidarity Kith Gaza’s survivors and so, as 202D 
dreK to a close, the old sentences F Israel’s right to defend 
itself, the most moral army in the Korld F lay in ruins, relics 
of a discredited empire of Kords.

-hat remained Kere the testimonies of the living,  the 
silence of the dead and a truth too vast for propaganda to 
contain. :he Kar on language Kas the 9rst Kar Israel began 
to lose, and in that loss, the Korld’s hearts and minds moved, 
at last, toKards those Kho had endured the hell unleashed 
upon them.

:he  documentation  from  Gaza  created  an  impossible 
situation for -estern institutions that had spent decades 
positioning themselves as defenders of human rights and 
arbiters of truth. Broadcasters like the BB6, neKspapers 
like :he weK Cork :imes, governments from -ashington 
to Berlin all faced a stark choice4 acknoKledge Khat the 
evidence shoKed, or protect the ally that had produced the 
evidence.

 or most, the choice Kas made re‘eLively. Institutional 
self–preservation  demanded  maintaining  the  old 
frameKork, even as that frameKork Kas collapsing in real 
time under the Keight of observable reality. :he result 
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Kas not a simple failure of Wournalism or diplomacy, but 
a comprehensive collapse of credibility that Kould eLpose 
the architecture of complicity sustaining Israel’s decades of 
impunity.

-hat Palestinians had documented could not be unseen. 
:he question Kas Khether institutions built on claims of 
obWectivity,  balance and moral  authority could look or 
Khether those  claims  Kere  alKays  holloK.  :he  ansKer 
Kould arrive in the form of numbers, leaks, resignations 
and a reckoning that began Kith a broadcaster that had 
long–claimed to speak for truth itself. -hat folloKed Kas not 
merely the eLposure of individual failures, but a systemic 
collapse that Kould reveal the architecture of complicity 
built into -estern institutions over decades.

:he cameras did not blink. :he record Kas being Kritten in 
real time.
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The Collapse of Credibility: Media Complicity

Western media abandoned journalistic principles to shield Israel: 
that betrayal shattered their credibility.

David, a veteran BBC producer who had covered consictf 
mroI Bofnia to qrag, fat in the newfrooI watchinG mootaGe 
mroI za.a" W'elre not reportinG what welre feeinG,W he 
toyd a coyyeaGue guietyT" Wbhe Gap xetween whatlf on our 
fcreenf and what welre puttinG on air" qlve never ekperienced 
anTthinG yi-e it"W 'ithin wee-f, he wouyd refiGn""" he waf not 
ayone"

bhe inftitutionf that had yonGjpofitioned theIfeyvef af 
Guardianf om truth j Ia2or xroadcafterf, newfpaperf, huIan 
riGhtf orGanifationf and 'eftern GovernIentf j maced an 
unprecedented crifif af za.alf reayitT proved iIpoffixye to 
fpin"

BT the yaft wee-f om 030E, za.a waf not a headyine xut a 
heartxeat ftroxinG acroff the worydlf fcreenf" :verT hour 
xrouGht new mootaGe; chiydren yi9ed out om concrete duft xT 
handf af white af sour5 parentf -neeyinG xefide fhrouded 
xundyef5 furGeonf TeyyinG mor yiGht whiye the torch mroI 
the  faIe  phone  that  waf  OyIinG  waf  heyd  axove  the 
wound5 aIxuyance firenf echoinG out mroI tinnT fpea-erf 
in -itchenf and xufef and church hayyf"
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bhe war no yonGer yived infide Iapf or xrieOnGf5 it yived in 
the Gyow that haunted yivinG rooIf, hofpitay waitinG rooIf 
and fuxwaT pyatmorIf" bhe woryd waf watchinG, and the 
woryd waf parayTfed"

Erasing America's Green Light

qn the Orft  wee- om qfraeylf  affauyt  on za.a,  foIethinG 
ektraordinarT waf reported and then guietyT reIoved mroI 
hiftorT"

Un EY Uctoxer 030E, Kaaret., qfraeylf newfpaper om record, 
puxyifhed a xoIxfheyy" Snder the headyine "Don't Be Too 
Careful," US Told Israel in First Week of Gaza War, Promising Full 
Support, IiyitarT correfpondent Aaniv Nuxovich cited three 
fenior qfraeyi oMciayf with direct -nowyedGe om deyixerationf 
infide qfraeylf 'ar Caxinet" bhe articye reported that S6 
6ecretarT om 6tate RntonT Byin-en had deyivered a IeffaGe 
mar Iore perIiffive  than anT puxyic  ftateIent"  qn  hif 
eIerGencT IeetinG with Ben2aIin JetanTahu, Aoav zayyant 
and BennT zant. in bey Rviv, Byin-en, theT faid, toyd qfraey; 
WDonlt xe too caremuy"W

bhe phrafe waf not rhetoricay" RccordinG to the oMciayf 
in  the  rooI,  it  waf  accoIpanied  xT  affurancef  om 
Wwhatever Tou needW and proIifef that 'afhinGton wouyd 
not fecondjGueff qfraeyi IiyitarT decifionf" qn dipyoIatic 
yanGuaGe  thif  waf  not  a  warninG,  it  waf  a  Green  yiGht; 
perIiffion  mor  unreftricted  IiyitarT  morce  at  the  verT 
IoIent za.a waf axout to xe fux2ected to one om the Ioft 
intenfe xoIxinG caIpaiGnf in Iodern hiftorT"

'ithin hourf the S6 6tate DepartIent Ioved to fhut 
the ftorT down" 6po-efperfon Fatthew Fiyyer iffued a 
cateGoricay deniay, faTinG he had feen the report and that it 
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waf axfoyuteyT mayfe, addinG that in ayy om their converfationf 
the Snited 6tatef had eIphafi.ed the iIportance om ta-inG 
everT poffixye precaution to prevent civiyian cafuaytief and 
om refpectinG internationay huIanitarian yaw"

8euterf, bhe biIef om qfraey, Ry 7a.eera and other Ia2or 
outyetf  reported  Fiyyerlf  deniay  the  faIe  daT"  Por  a 
xriem IoIent the conmrontation xetween 'afhinGton and 
Kaaret. xecaIe one om the Ioft iIportant Iedia eventf om 
the earyT war""" then it vanifhed"

BT 7anuarT 0304, the oriGinay Kaaret. articye couyd no yonGer 
xe mound xT anT ordinarT Iethod" 6earchef ufinG the muyy 
headyine, the authorlf naIe, the puxyication date or guoted 
tekt returned nothinG" bhe biIef om qfraey yin- that had once 
conOrIed the ftorT now returned a V3E Porxidden error, an 
active xyoc- rather than a IiffinG paGe, and 8euterfl wire 
ftorT had difappeared mroI open archivef"

:ven  Iore  ftri-inG,  the  S6  6tate  DepartIentlf  own 
tranfcript om Fiyyerlf EY Uctoxer 030E xrieOnG, a V,H33jword, 
ELjIinute  record,  contained  no  Iention  at  ayy  om  the 
Kaaret. report or om Fiyyerlf deniay"

Aet the deniay had ungueftionaxyT happened" Fiyyer hiIfeym 
had faid, Wqlve feen that report"W zovernIentf do not denT 
articyef that never ekifted" bhe gueftion waf no yonGer 
whether the ftorT waf reay, it waf whT it had xeen erafed" bhe 
reafon waf fiIpye; the Kaaret. report did not contradict S6 
poyicT, it reveayed it"

Pour daTf xemore Nuxovichlf articye waf puxyifhed, Jationay 
6ecuritT Counciy fpo-efIan 7ohn NirxT had ayreadT toyd 
the woryd that the Snited 6tatef waf not drawinG red yinef 
mor qfraey and wouyd continue to fupport itf fecuritT needf" 
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'hen  af-ed  aGain  on  ?  JoveIxer 030E  whether  the 
Snited 6tatef ftiyy had no red yinef at ayy mor qfraeylf affauyt 
on za.a, NirxT repyied that thif waf ftiyy the cafe"

bhe oMciay RIerican pofition, at the ekact IoIent za.a 
waf xeinG sattened, waf that qfraey maced no yiIitf"

Uther  reportinG  conOrIed  the  faIe  reayitT"  Un  V 
JoveIxer 030E Rkiof reveayed Byin-enlf private IeffaGe 
to qfraeyi yeaderf, teyyinG theI that the Snited 6tatef did not 
want to ftop theI xut needed theI to heyp 'afhinGton 
xuT Iore tiIe" Byin-en hiIfeym yater conOrIed it" 

qn 7anuarT 030H, af he ye9 oMce, he toyd the Jew Aor- 
biIef that the onyT yeveraGe he ekercifed in thofe Orft daTf 
waf over huIanitarian acceff, faTinG he had threatened 
to cancey …refident Bidenlf vifit unyeff qfraey ayyowed aid 
truc-f into za.a" Ke did not cyaiI to have iIpofed anT 
conditionf on qfraeylf IiyitarT caIpaiGn"

qm  mood and water were the onyT preffure pointf,  then 
the xoIxf were not; that waf ekactyT what Kaaret. had 
reported"

bhe Onay and Ioft daIaGinG piece meyy into pyace when 
Fatthew Fiyyer fpo-e mreeyT a9er yeavinG GovernIent" qn a 
6-T Jewf interview in 030V, he adIitted, Wq have no douxt 
that qfraey coIIitted war criIef"W Ke then ekpyained how 
hif  roye  had wor-ed,  faTinG that  when Tou are  at  the 
podiuI Tou are not ekpreffinG Tour perfonay viewf xut the 
pofition om the Snited 6tatef GovernIent"

Fiyyer waf not in Byin-enlf 'ar Caxinet IeetinG, xut the 
qfraeyi oMciayf who fpo-e to Kaaret. faid theT were" 'hen 
Fiyyer decyared the report  axfoyuteyT mayfe,  he  waf  not 

1L

PRO
O
F



o’erinG a mactuay rexuttay, he waf enmorcinG poyicT; thif if 
whT the ftorT had to difappear"

:ven when 'afhinGton yater tried to revive the yanGuaGe om 
reftraint, it proved to xe hoyyow" qn Farch 030V, …refident 
Biden decyared that a muyy qfraeyi affauyt on 8amah, where over 
a Iiyyion difpyaced civiyianf had xeen herded, wouyd croff a 
red yine" qfraey croffed it anTwaT"

8amah waf invaded, xoIxed and deftroTed, the popuyation 
driven  into  new  -iyyinG  .onef,  tenf  om  thoufandf 
Iore civiyianf were -iyyed or difpyaced"  bhere were no 
confeguencef, no aid fufpenfionf, no arIf cutjo’f and no 
dipyoIatic rupture" bhe Snited 6tatef continued to arI 
qfraey and fhieyd it at the Snited Jationf ekactyT af xemore"

bhe 8amah epifode reveayed what the earyier record had 
ayreadT  fhown;  red  yinef  were  never  reay,  theT  were 
rhetoricay devicef mor 'eftern audiencef, not operationay 
yiIitf  mor qfraey"  bhe  reay  poyicT,  articuyated  xT NirxT, 
conOrIed xT Rkiof, adIitted xT Byin-en and captured xT 
Kaaret., waf that qfraey waf mree to do whatever it deeIed 
neceffarT whiye 'afhinGton IanaGed the opticf"

bhat if whT the Kaaret. articye waf fo danGerouf" qt Oked 
refponfixiyitT in tiIe and fhowed deOnitiveyT that in the 
decifive Orft daTf, when xoIxinG doctrinef, tarGet ruyef and 
civiyian threfhoydf were xeinG fet, the S6 6ecretarT om 6tate 
did not urGe reftraint5 he urGed the oppofite" 6o the record 
had to xe erafed, not xecaufe it waf wronG, xut xecaufe it 
waf too accurate"

zovernIentf repeated the faIe phrafef af the xodT count 
rofe"  bhe  Snited  6tatef  vetoed  ceafeOre  refoyutionf  at 
the 6ecuritT Counciy, Britain axftained" :urope hedGed 
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xehind the vocaxuyarT om WhuIanitarian paufefW5 dipyoIatf 
permorIed eIpathT whiye warehoufef om sour, anaeftheticf 
and xaxT morIuya idyed at feayed croffinGf"

bhe  yanGuaGe  om  concern  hardened  into  a  rituay  om 
avoidance"  JothinG chanGed on the Ground ekcept  the 
aIount om IiferT and the nuIxer om Gravef" bhe xroadcaft 
om fu’erinG xecaIe the Iirror om a Gyoxay Ioray maiyure" 
Ziewerf yearned to read the rhTthI om ekpyofionf and to 
count the xeatf xetween theI" 6oIe turned o’ the meed 
to fyeep, whiye otherf remufed to yoo- awaT, convinced that 
xearinG witneff waf the onyT aGencT ye9"

bherapiftf  coined  new  vocaxuyarT  j  vicariouf  trauIa 
throuGh reayjtiIe witneff j xut IanT om the a icted ufed 
an oyder word mor it; confcience"

qn  earyT  030V,  a  IoIent  om  adIiniftrative  Iinutiae 
reveayed how inmorIation xecoIef poyicT" Un 00 7anuarT, 
the  BBC Jewf  wexfite  aytered  a  ftandard  yine  axout  ? 
Uctoxer to read; WKaIaf GunIen too- axout 0H3 peopye 
hoftaGe  and  -iyyed  Y,E33  otherf  """ Israeli  authorities 
say"W  bhree wordf  j  yonG mouGht  mor in  coIpyaintf  and 
correfpondence j Iar-ed a fIayy xut criticay fhi9 mroI 
recitay to attrixution"

bhe  faIe  wee-,  the  corporationlf  coIpyaintf  teaI 
reaMrIed itf coIIitIent to WaccuracT, iIpartiayitT and 
coIprehenfive inmorIation,W even af qfraeyi authoritief 
puxyicyT re2ected cayyf to inveftiGate mriendyT Ore or to tayyT 
how IanT qfraeyif had died xT itf own hand"
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Fracture in the Mirror

qnfide 'eftern newfrooIf, the preffure toyd" 8eporterf 
way-ed out  or ftaGed onjair revoytf,  decyarinG that  the 
oyd ideay om xayance had curdyed into coIpyicitT" Zeteran 
correfpondentf coIpared the fiyence over za.a to the 
Ioray coyyapfe around the Y11V 8wanda coveraGe" …roducerf 
whifpered axout Weditoriay GuidanceW mroI eIxaffief and 
advertiferf threatened to way-" bhe crifif om 2ournayifI had 
xecoIe vifixye to itf own practitionerf"

bhe yanGuaGe war waf not axftract" 'ithin daTf om ? Uctoxer, 
fenior qfraeyi oMciayf Iet editorf in ãondon to infift on 
their  ufe  om  the  word  WhoftaGefW  rather than  prifonerf 
om war5 Wterror tunneyfW rather than contefted evidence5 
WfeymjdemenceW rather than reprifay5 WdeconsictionW rather 
than fheyyed aid convoTf" 6tTye Guidef guietyT fhi9ed" 

R newfrooI xecoIef a xattyeOeyd when wordf decide who 
if protected xT yaw" bo cayy captured, occupTinG foydierf 
WhoftaGefW if not a feIantic guixxye5 it withdrawf zeneva 
protectionf and priIef an audience to accept yethay refcue 
doctrinef yi-e Kannixay and the inevitaxye deathf om captivef 
under mriendyT Ore"

JearyT two Tearf yater, even af qfraeyi furvivorf and oMciayf 
ac-nowyedGed mriendyTjOre incidentf and orderf fuch af WJo 
vehicye returnf to za.a,W xroadcafterf fuch af the BBC couyd 
ftiyy not anfwer moyyowjup guerief mroI yicenfejmee paTinG 
viewerf; W'e have no reyiaxye evidence axout anT deathf 
mroI mriendyT Ore incidentf,W one fuch refponfe faid"

Feanwhiye, qfraey itfeym revifed itf earyT cafuaytT totayf and 
the IiyitarT coIpofition om thofe -iyyed xecaIe cyearer5 the 
record thic-ened xut the hedGef in copT did not"
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The Corporation Cracks

BT JoveIxer 030H, the BBC maced a rec-oninG that had 
xeen xuiydinG fince the Orft Iiffiyef meyy on za.a" Director 
zeneray  biI  Davie  and  C:U  om  BBC  Jewf  Dexorah 
burneff refiGned within daTf om each other5 not xecaufe 
the corporation had OnayyT toyd the truth axout za.a, xut 
xecaufe, aIonG other ayyeGationf xT S6 …refident Donayd 
bruIp, it waf accufed om teyyinG too Iuch"

But the accufationf reveayed foIethinG dar-er than xiaf" 
bheT ekpofed a Iachine defiGned to permorI neutrayitT 
whiye fTfteIaticayyT priviyeGinG power" bhe BBC had not 
maiyed xecaufe it ftraTed mroI iIpartiayitT, it had maiyed 
xecaufe  iIpartiayitT,  af  practifed,  waf  itfeym  a  morI om 
erafure"

Por decadef, the BBClf authoritT refted on a ITth; that 
xayance eguayf truth" bhe cyaiI went unchayyenGed xecaufe 
the inftitution waf ta-en mor Granted" JeutrayitT did not 
need to xe earned5 it onyT needed to xe decyared, xut that 
affuIption died verT puxyicyT in za.a" bhe pattern waf 
Iethodicay" DurinG the CorxTn Tearf, the BBC had reOned 
a technigue; permorI iIpartiayitT whiye feyectinG Gueftf, 
gueftionf and mraIinG devicef that rendered one concyufion 
inevitaxye" Diffent waf not fiyenced, it waf Iade to feeI 
unferiouf"

bhe  ftructure  repeated  in  za.a"""  qfraeylf  affauyt  on 
the  xefieGed  ftrip  xecaIe  Wa  consictW,  ftarvation  af 
poyicT xecaIe Wa huIanitarian crififW, occupation xecaIe 
Wdifputed territorT"W :upheIifI repyaced cyaritT, xayance 
repyaced mact and concern repyaced identiOcation"
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Numbers Don't Lie

bhe Centre mor Fedia FonitorinG anayTfed EH,333 piecef 
om BBC content mroI the Orft Tear om the war; what theT 
mound waf not xiaf xT accident, xut xT defiGn"

qfraeyi deathf received EE tiIef Iore coveraGe per matayitT 
defpite EV tiIef Iore …ayeftinianf xeinG -iyyed" :Iotive 
yanGuaGe yi-e WIaffacreW appeared YL tiIef Iore o9en 
mor qfraeyif whiye qfraeyi victiIf were huIanifed with 
terIf yi-e WdauGhterW or WGrandmatherW mour tiIef Iore 
mreguentyT than …ayeftinianf"

bhe yanGuaGe Gap ektended to the Ioft yoaded terIf" bhe 
word WIurderW appeared 003 tiIef in remerence to qfraeyi 
victiIf and 2uft once mor …ayeftinianf" qfraeyi perfpectivef 
were pyatmorIed eyeven tiIef Iore o9en than …ayeftinian 
onef, a difparitT that couyd not xe ekpyained xT refource 
yiIitationf or newf cTcyef"

bhe  BBC  interviewed  0,EH3  qfraeyif  verfuf  Y,3LH 
…ayeftinianf"  'hen  prefenterf  o’ered  Wthe  qfraeyi 
perfpective,W it happened 0,EV3 tiIef" Wbhe …ayeftinian 
perfpectiveW appeared 0Y? tiIef"

qfraeyi  yivef  had  xeen Given EE  tiIef  Iore  narrative 
fpace than …ayeftinian onef" bhe BBClf proxyeI waf not 
insatinG nuIxerf, it waf IiniIifinG theI"

Revolt Inside the Walls

'hiftyexyowerf cited a deOninG IoIent mroI an editoriay 
IeetinG in yate 030E" Dexorah burneff, then C:U om BBC 
Jewf, toyd the rooI; W'elve Got to ayy reIeIxer that thif 
ayy ftarted on Uctoxer ?"W ãiyiane ãandor, head om the 'oryd 
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6ervice, repyied cayIyT; WJo, thatlf not the cafe, and qlI fure 
thatlf not how Tou Ieant to phrafe it"W

bhat  ekchanGe xecaIe eIxyeIatic"  bhe BBClf  demauyt 
pofition waf to ftart the cyoc- on ? Uctoxer, erafe decadef 
om occupation and ftrip …ayeftinianf om hiftoricay contekt" 
bhe inftitution did not need to xe inftructed5 the resek waf 
ftructuray"

6oIe coveraGe waf fo eGreGiouf that puxyic outraGe morced 
retroactive correction" qn 7uyT 030V, the BBC puxyifhed a 
ftorT headyined Wbhe yoneyT death om za.a Ian with Downlf 
fTndroIe"W qt defcrixed FuhaIIed Bhar, 0V, who had xeen 
attac-ed xT an qfraeyi arIT doG, yoc-ed in a rooI and ye9 
to die" Kif maIiyT had xeen ekpeyyed mroI their hoIe and 
returned to hif decoIpofinG xodT" 8eaderf had to fcroyy 
H33 wordf to yearn what had happened to hiI"

Snder preffure, the headyine chanGed; Wza.a Ian with 
Downlf fTndroIe attac-ed xT qfraey Demence Porcef doG and 
ye9 to die, Iother teyyf BBC"W Une 2ournayift af-ed; Wqm thif 
ftorT ifnlt the Ioray yine, then what if£W

R feparate anayTfif xT Dana Ja22ar and 7an ãietava mound that 
fpi-ef in BBC Ientionf om …ayeftinian deathf correfponded 
not to Iaffacref in za.a xut to incidentf where 'efternerf 
were ayfo -iyyed"  'hen qfraey  xoIxed a 'oryd Centray 
Nitchen convoT in Rpriy  030V j -iyyinG feveray  'eftern 
aid wor-erf and their …ayeftinian driver, 6aimeddin Rxutaha 
j  coveraGe furGed"  Wqt  too- 'eftern deathf,W  the report 
concyuded, Wmor …ayeftinian yime to reayyT Iatter"W
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The Architecture of Silence

'hiftyexyowerf ayfo naIed 8aM BerG, the BBClf onyine 
Fiddye :aft editor,  reportedyT defcrixinG hif approach 
af  Wdeath  xT  a  thoufand  cutf"W  …er  Iuytipye  fta’erf 
interviewed  xT  2ournayift  Uwen  7onef  in  DeceIxer 
030V,  BerG  fo9ened  headyinef  and  iIaGef  that  caft 
qfraey neGativeyT, moreGrounded qfraeyi perfpectivef and 
fTfteIaticayyT IiniIifed …ayeftinian onef"

BerG had previoufyT attended a projqfraey rayyT and authored 
a xoo- yaudinG operationf xT the qfraeyi inteyyiGence aGencT 
Foffad, defcrixinG a fenior coIIander af a WyeGendW and 
a WverT cyofe mriend"W bhe xoo-lf yaunch waf attended xT 
PorIer qfraeyi RIxaffador to the Snited NinGdoI Far- 
8eGev and other qfraeyi oMciayf" R copT, he wrote, fat on 
Ben2aIin JetanTahulf xoo-fheym"

qn  JoveIxer 030H,  BerG  Oyed  KiGh  Court  demaIation 
proceedinGf aGainft 7onef over the whiftyexyower report" 
BerG inftructed a foyicitor who had previoufyT ferved af 
director om  SN ãawTerf  mor  qfraey"  bhe  BBC  demended 
hiI, ftatinG ayy fta’ WIuft adhere to editoriay Guideyinef,W 
xut  whiftyexyowerf  faid  coIpyaintf  were  difIiffed  af 
WeIotionay iffuefW or attrixuted to WFufyiI fta’ xeinG too 
cyofe to the ftorT"W

bhe decifion to yitiGate rather than addreff the fuxftance 
om  internay  concernf  xecaIe part  om  the  pattern itfeym" 
'hat whiftyexyowerf defcrixed af inftitutionay xiaf waf now 
xeinG demended throuGh yeGay intiIidation5 a refponfe that 
threatened to chiyy reportinG on editoriay practicef at one om 
the worydlf Ioft insuentiay newf orGanifationf"
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Political Capture

bhe BBClf  crifif  waf not  feparate mroI poyiticf,  it  waf 
entwined with theI" PiGuref yi-e 6ir 8oxxie zixx j xrother 
om  a  Confervative  Iinifter,  morIer BBC editor turned 
GovernIent  fpo-efperfon j  had xyurred the  xoundarT 
xetween 2ournayifI and partifan intereft" 7ournayift :IiyT 
Faityif once cayyed hiI Wan active aGent om the Confervative 
…artT"W

qn 0303, zixx heyped yead a xid to xuT bhe 7ewifh Chronicye, 
a newfpaper that, accordinG to an open yetter fiGned xT Iore 
than V33 BBC fta’erf and Iedia OGuref critici.inG hif roye 
on the BBC xoard, had Wacted af a .eayouf cheeryeader mor the 
qfraeyi ftate"W qnfide the BBC, whiftyexyowerf faid zixx and 
hif ayyief fhaped coveraGe ftandardf, difcouraGinG criticifI 
om qfraey whiye enmorcinG harfh WiIpartiayitTW ruyef on thofe 
who raifed huIan riGhtf concernf"

bhe projqfraey yoxxT outfide the BBC ceyexrated Davielf and 
burnefflf refiGnationf, cyaiIinG victorT aGainft Wantijqfraey 
xiaf"W bhe cyaiI deOed ayy avaiyaxye data, xut it reveayed the 
deeper truth; the accufation om xiaf had xecoIe a weapon 
to enmorce fiyence"

bhe BBClf maiyuref in za.a were not yapfef, theT were defiGn 
meaturef" R ftatejmunded inftitution xound to neutrayitT af a 
condition om yeGitiIacT cannot naIe ftate vioyence pyainyT 
without rif-inG itf own furvivay, and fo, when Genocide 
unmoyded, the BBC cayyed it Wa consict"W 'hen ftarvation 
xecaIe poyicT, theT cayyed it Wa crifif"W 'hen occupation 
deOned reayitT, theT cayyed it Wdifputed"W

bhe  permorIance  om  neutrayitT  had  deftroTed  the 
BBClf  authoritT"  bhe puxyic  no yonGer needed a finGye 
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xroadcafter to deOne reayitT" bheT couyd watch eventf 
yive, acceff oriGinay docuIentf and coIpare narrativef 
acroff  independent  outyetf"  Wbhif  if  one  om  the  Great 
2ournayiftic  criIef  om  our  aGe,W  reporter  Uwen  7onef 
concyuded" W…ayeftine if the xiG Ioray teft" Aou either 
paffed it or Tou sun-ed it, and Ioft om theI sun-ed"W

bhe BBC did not yofe truft xecaufe the puxyic xecaIe 
cTnicay, it yoft truft xecaufe the puxyic xecaIe oxfervant" 
BT yate  030H,  the  xuiydinG  ftiyy  ftood,  the  xroadcaftf 
continued, xut the authoritT waf Gone" bhe BBC no yonGer 
deOned the truth, the audience did5 and that audience 
no yonGer Iiftoo- neutrayitT mor IorayitT or fiyence mor 
promeffionayifI" 'hat reIained waf a xroadcafter that 
had facriOced itf purpofe to preferve itf ftructure, and in 
za.alf unreyentinG Gyare, that facriOce had xecoIe vifixye 
to ayy"

bhe fcaye om the inftitutionay maiyure waf panoraIic" bhe 
BBClf charter had xound it to neutrayitT af a condition 
om  ftate  yeGitiIacT,  xut  that  faIe  condition  Iade 
honeft reportinG ftructurayyT iIpoffixye" R xroadcafter 
munded xT GovernIent cannot naIe GovernIentjxac-ed 
vioyence without iIpyicatinG itfeym5 the IechanifI om 
accountaxiyitT xecoIef the IechanifI om coIpyicitT"

bhif ftructuray xind waf oyder than za.a" qt had fhaped 
coveraGe om qrag, om ãixTa, om AeIen; consictf where Britifh 
poyicT enaxyed atrocitT whiye Britifh Iedia treated that 
enaxyinG af  unavoidaxye  contekt  rather than confciouf 
choice" za.a fiIpyT Iade the pattern iIpoffixye to iGnore" 
bhe  death  toyy  waf  too  hiGh,  the  docuIentation  too 
coIpyete, the contradictionf too ftar-" BBC fta’ -new it; 
IanT had watched coyyeaGuef yeave or xurn out"  6oIe 
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ftaTed and yea-ed, whiye otherf ftaTed fiyent and carried the 
Ioray weiGht ayone"

Une 2ournayift there faid; WAou coIe into wor- and Tou 
-now what Toulre xeinG af-ed to do" Aou -now the yanGuaGe 
if wronG" Aou -now the mraIinG erafef haym the ftorT, and 
Tou do it anTwaT, xecaufe the ayternative if xeinG xranded 
diMcuyt, eIotionay, coIproIifed"W

BT the tiIe Davie and burneff ye9, the inftitution theT had 
yed waf unrecoGnifaxye mroI the one theT had inherited" 
bhe BBClf credixiyitT, xuiyt over Generationf, had xeen 
facriOced to protect acceff and avoid poyiticay difcoImort" 
'hat reIained waf a xroadcafter that couyd report mactf xut 
not their IeaninG, docuIent atrocitief xut not their caufef, 
count the dead xut not naIe the -iyyerf"

Uutfide  the  BBC,  audiencef  were  drawinG  their  own 
concyufionf"  Ziewerfhip mor saGfhip newf proGraIIef 
decyined  Ionth  a9er  Ionth"  AounGer  audiencef  had 
ayreadT  IiGrated  to  independent  pyatmorIf  where 
2ournayiftf did not hedGe Genocide xehind the yanGuaGe om 
dipyoIacT" Uyder viewerf, who had trufted the BBC out om 
haxit, xeGan to notice the axfencef; the ftorief not toyd, the 
gueftionf not af-ed, the hiftoricay contekt never provided"

bhe inftitutionlf demenderf arGued that ayy  Iedia maced 
iIpoffixye choicef in coverinG za.a, that no xroadcafter 
couyd fatifmT everT critic, that accufationf om xiaf caIe mroI 
ayy fidef and theremore proved neutrayitT, xut that demence 
Iiftoo- criticifI mor evidence om xayance" bhe iffue waf 
not that the BBC pyeafed nojone5 the iffue waf that it had 
axandoned the purfuit om truth in mavour om the appearance 
om mairneff, and the two were not the faIe"
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…ropofayf circuyated within the corporation mor how to 
rexuiyd truft; Iore tranfparencT in editoriay decifionf, 
cyearer  yaxeyyinG  om  contefted  cyaiIf,  proportionay 
reprefentation  om  a’ected  voicef,  xut  the  propofayf 
avoided the core proxyeI" bhe BBC couyd not report 
honeftyT on za.a whiye reIaininG dependent on the ftate 
that enaxyed za.alf deftruction" bhe contradiction waf 
not foyvaxye throuGh remorI, it waf ftructuray" 'hat za.a 
ekpofed waf not a maiyure om individuayf xut a maiyure om 
the Iodey itfeym" R puxyic xroadcafter in a ftate coIpyicit 
in atrocitT cannot hoyd that ftate accountaxye without 
threateninG itf own ekiftence"

bhe BBClf crifif waf not unigue, it waf ekeIpyarT, and 
af yonG af the Iodey reIained unchanGed, fo wouyd the 
outcoIe"

The Films That Told the Truth

bhif pattern om inftitutionay xiaf, cenforfhip and fiyence 
had maced oppofition mroI individuay truthjteyyerf even 
xemore  the  advent  om  fociay  Iedia  and  independent 
newf channeyf" bhere had xeen 'efternerf who fwaI 
hard aGainft the tide, who went to …ayeftine theIfeyvef, 
yiftened to the peopye yivinG the reayitT and returned 
with teftiIonief that 'eftern power iIIediateyT tried 
to xurT"

'hen :nGyifh  actreff  Zaneffa  8edGrave  reyeafed  her 
Y1??  docuIentarT bhe  …ayeftinian,  fhe  ruptured  the 
xoundarief om acceptaxye 'eftern difcourfe" …ayeftinianf 
were to xe fhown af either paffive victiIf or maceyeff 
threatf, never af poyiticay aGentf with a hiftorT, a Grievance 
or a riGht to refift" 8edGrave remufed that fcript entireyT"
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bhe Ioft controverfiay eyeIent waf not her mootaGe om 
remuGee  caIpf  or  Guerriyya  unitf"  qt  waf  the  waT fhe 
ayyowed …ayeftinian OGhterf and civiyianf to fpea- in their 
own terIf af poyiticay aGentf fhaped xT difpoffeffion, not 
caricatured ektreIiftf con2ured xT 'eftern iIaGination" 
bhe OyI infifted on foIethinG fiIpye xut morxidden; that 
…ayeftinianf were part om hiftorT, not intruderf in it"

Une om the Ioft hauntinG fcenef capturef thif truth with 
devaftatinG cyaritT" Uver GrainT iIaGef that refeIxye the 
sattened Iodern reInantf om Nhan Aounif j di’erinG 
onyT in the OyI ftoc-lf yoff om coyour, wafhed out over 
tiIe j a …ayeftinian Ian xeinG interviewed xT 8edGrave 
fuddenyT xrea-f  into  fonG"  qIIediateyT,  the  woIen 
feated around hiI xurT their headf in their handf, af im 
the IeIorT he fuIIonf if too painmuy to conmront"

Ke finGf; Wq waf there mroI the Orft xuyyet to the yaft xoIx" 
bhe worfe it xecaIe, the Iore our heroef mouGht" q teyy 
the truth and need no witneff" Une daT 03,333 xoIxf 
on civiyianf and OGhterf ayi-e, the nekt daT YH,333 xoIxf" 
6Io-e and saIe rifinG" 'e had no water and mood ran 
out" Chiydren were thirftT and cried; 'here if IT mather, 
where if IT xrother£W

bhe refonance if ftaGGerinG" bhe za.a om the Y1?3f if the 
za.a om the 0303f" bhe faIe fieGe, the faIe difpyaceIent 
and the faIe morced ftarvation" bhe faIe afTIIetricay 
war om fuperpower 2etf, tan-f, xuyydo.erf and artiyyerT 
aGainft indiGenouf civiyianf trapped in a feayed encyave""" 
yi-e fhootinG Ofh in a xarrey" bhe lOfhl reIain, af theT were 
then, om courfe, yarGeyT innocent woIen and chiydren; 
peopye who fhouyd have had their whoye yivef ahead om 
theI"
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Aet the 'eftern narrative infiftf that the ftorT xeGan on 
? Uctoxer 030E """ that an WunprecedentedW KaIaf attac- 
fhattered an otherwife peacemuy ftatuf guo" 8edGravelf OyI 
provef, af todaTlf mootaGe reprovef, that there waf never a 
peace to fhatter" bhere waf onyT an iyyeGay occupation Ioft 
om the 'eft remufed to fee and a peopye morced to furvive 
xeneath it"

qm 8edGrave xro-e the narrative mroI the ftaGe and the 
fet, the yeGendarT RIerican director Uyiver 6tone xro-e it 
mroI the xattyeOeyd" 6tone ferved in ZietnaI, waf twice 
wounded and decorated mor GayyantrT" Ke eIerGed mroI 
the war underftandinG the pfTchoyoGT om occupation j and 
the Ioray yoGic om refiftance j at  a yevey Ioft 'eftern 
coIIentatorf never coIe cyofe to reachinG"

bhat if  whT 033Elf  …erfona Jon zrata reIainf one om 
the Ioft fuxverfive docuIentarief ever xroadcaft in the 
Snited 6tatef" PiyIed durinG the 6econd qntimada mor KBUlf 
RIerica Sndercover ferief,  6tone croffed chec-pointf, 
interviewed OGhterf, chayyenGed qfraeyi oMciayf and fpo-e 
directyT j unIediated j to the …ayeftinianf whoI 'eftern 
poyiticianf premerred to deOne mroI amar"

Une IoIent ftandf out" 6tone fitf with a TounG IeIxer 
om a PatahjayiGned xriGade" bhe Ian if cayI, coIpofed, 
fpea-inG permect :nGyifh; WPirftyT, we confider ourfeyvef 
…ayeftinian mreedoI OGhterfá and we ta-e our orderf mroI 
the qfraeyif,W he faTf"

6tone, vifixyT ftartyed, repeatf the phrafe; WAou ta-e Tour 
orderf mroI the qfraeyif£W

bhe OGhter cyariOef;  WAef"  'hen theT do foIethinG to 
…ayeftinianf, it xecoIef an order mor uf to demend ourfeyvef 
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and refpond aGainft thif" 'hat do Tou ekpect uf to do, whiye 
theT are -iyyinG uf and arreftinG uf and ta-inG our yand and 
deftroTinG our peopye£ 'e Iuft refpond" 'hat wouyd Tou 
do£W

6tone j who had once mouGht on the occupTinG fide om a war 
j anfwerf guietyT, W…roxaxyT the faIe af Tou"W

bhe director then af-f the gueftion 'eftern yeaderf depyoT 
af a rhetoricay fhieyd; WDoef qfraey have a riGht to ekift£W bhe 
OGhter repyief without hefitation; WAef, im …ayeftine haf a riGht 
to cojekift" 'e are OGhtinG onyT aGainft occupation"W

qt if a ftateIent fo coherent, fo reafonaxye and fo IorayyT 
yeGixye that 'eftern poyiticianf cannot ayyow it to enter 
IainftreaI difcourfe"

ba-en toGether, bhe …ayeftinian and …erfona Jon zrata 
morI  a  fuppreffed  archive  om  …ayeftinianf  ekpyaininG 
theIfeyvef too cyearyT mor 'eftern GovernIentf to toyerate" 
Both wor-f were tarGeted; 8edGrave waf promeffionayyT 
punifhed and fIeared whiye  6tonelf  docuIentarT waf 
guietyT xuried in KBUlf catayoGue, feydoI rexroadcaft"

'hT£  Becaufe  thefe  OyIf  ekpofed  what  'eftern 
GovernIentf  reyT  on  -eepinG  hidden;  that  …ayeftinian 
refiftance if poyiticay, not pathoyoGicay5 that antijcoyoniay 
feymjdemence if predictaxye, not ITfteriouf5 that occupation 
if the oriGin point om the consict j not reyiGion, not ideoyoGT, 
not  cuyture"  bhefe  truthf  were  not  danGerouf  xecaufe 
theT were radicay, theT were danGerouf xecaufe theT were 
oxviouf"

bhe pattern if unIifta-axye; the 'eft ayIoft never fpea-f 
with the oppreffed" qt fpea-f axout theI mroI podiuIf, 
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mroI ftudiof, mroI thin- tan-f" qt conftructf entire Ioray 
hierarchief without ever ftandinG where …ayeftinianf ftand, 
way-inG where theT way- or witneffinG what theT witneff"

bhif if  whT the teftiIonief captured xT 8edGrave and 
6tone meey fo ekpyofive" bheT were 'efternerf who did 
the one thinG 'eftern GovernIentf and Iedia inftitutionf 
couyd  not  controy;  theT yoo-ed  directyT at  …ayeftinianf 
and yiftenedá and once Tou hear …ayeftinianf fpea- mor 
theIfeyvef, the oMciay narrative coyyapfef" Unce Tou fee 
the  occupation  with  Tour  own  eTef,  the  yanGuaGe  om 
WfeymjdemenceW evaporatef, once Tou recoGnife the huIanitT 
om the oppreffed, the propaGanda om the powermuy yofef itf 
Grip"

bodaT,  af  za.a  morcef  a  rec-oninG  with  decadef  om 
difinmorIation,  thefe  OyIf  no  yonGer  read  af  radicay 
artemactf" bheT read af earyT warninGf, iGnored xecaufe 
ac-nowyedGinG theI wouyd  have  reguired  the  'eft  to 
conmront  itf  own  roye  in  fuftaininG  a  ftructure  om 
doIination" bheT toyd the truth xemore the reft om the woryd 
waf readT to hear it"

But  it  wafnlt  onyT 'efternerf  who  contrixuted  to  thif 
fpurrinG om intereft in Generationf xemore, ayonGfide and 
a9er, mor the …ayeftinian caufe" …ayeftinianf theIfeyvef, 
OndinG theIfeyvef ekiyed axroad, xrouGht their own ftorief 
to anTone who waf receptive to yiften to theI, providinG 
preIonitionf that the woryd yarGeyT iGnored"

:dward 6aid waf a …ayeftinian and RIerican acadeIic 
who  ftudied  at  Karvard  and  xecaIe  a  promeffor  om 
yiterature at Jew Aor-lf CoyuIxia SniverfitT" Rn inteyyectuay 
conteIporarT om Fichey Poucauyt and JoaI ChoIf-T, 
whofe wor-f and proIinence ayy overyapped, he produced 
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the OyI bhe 6hadow om the 'eft in Y1LE mocufinG on the 
pyiGht om hif peopye"

WRyy  Rrax  countrief  Gained  independence"  Ryy  ekcept 
…ayeftine,W  6aid  narrated"  WPor  the  7ewf  who  fettyed  in 
…ayeftine and mounded the ftate om qfraey, the yand if theirf" 
Por the …ayeftinian Rraxf difpoffeffed""" it if theirf, ayfo" 
qn anT cafe, IT xirthpyace if now inacceffixye to Ie"W Kif 
mruftrationf were evident; WPran-yT, q fpend a Great deay om 
IT tiIe xeinG anGrT""" we are never defcrixed in waTf that 
do not o’end uf" Por uf af …ayeftinianf, oxvioufyT we have a 
Greater chayyenGe""" thif focietT if hoftiye to our hiftorT, our 
reayitT and our afpirationf"W

bhen  caIe  the  oIen  that  wouyd  prove  devaftatinGyT 
accurate;  Wqt  if  the  verT  prefence  and  furvivay  om  the 
…ayeftinian peopye that perfiftentyT trouxye qfraey" 6ureyT the 
huIiyiation, anGer and refiftance wiyy Iount, even af daiyT 
yime appearf to proceed norIayyT,W he faid" Decadef xemore ? 
Uctoxer, the tra2ectorT had xeen Iapped xT thofe with eTef 
to fee"

'hat united 8edGrave, 6tone and 6aid waf not ideoyoGT 
xut Iethod; each croffed a xoundarT 'eftern inftitutionf 
poyiced oxfeffiveyT" bheT ayyowed …ayeftinianf to fpea- af 
hiftoricay actorf rather than af proxyeIf to xe IanaGed" 
bhat xreach waf never morGiven""" Careerf were daIaGed, 
xroadcaftf xuried and reputationf guietyT rejwritten" Aet 
what  thofe OGuref couyd onyT do interIittentyT,  under 
conditionf om acceff and priviyeGe, …ayeftinianf in za.a 
wouyd  eventuayyT do theIfeyvef,  under xoIxardIent, 
without perIiffion and with no ekpectation om protection"

'hat  eIerGed  mroI  za.a  durinG  the  Orft  Tear  om  itf 
deftruction waf not fiIpyT Iore mootaGe, xut a radicay 
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inverfion om authorfhip" CineIa Iade xT peopye OyIinG 
their own erafure af it unmoyded"

From Ground Zero: Cinema Under Extermination

qn 030V, aIid the devaftation om za.aQf Orft Tear under 
qfraeyQf  unreyentinG deciIation,  a  Group om  …ayeftinian 
OyIIa-erf yivinG infide the 6trip produced ProI zround 
%ero, an anthoyoGT om twentTjtwo fhort OyIf created durinG 
a Genocide" 

Conceived/  and  cojordinated  xT  …ayeftinian  director 
8afhid Fafharawi, the pro2ect fpanf docuIentarT, Oction, 
aniIation and ekperiIentay morI" 'hat unitef the OyIf if 
not Genre xut condition; theT are teftiIonief Iade mroI 
within a feayed, xoIxarded encyave, xT peopye who -new 
theT IiGht not furvive to fee their wor- fhown"

Snyi-e the thoufandf om hourf om phone mootaGe circuyatinG 
on  fociay  Iedia,  ProI  zround  %ero  if  fhot  with 
promeffionayjGrade eguipIent, GivinG za.a an unfettyinG 
cineIatic cyaritT" Beachef, eveninG yiGht and open f-ief 
appear  with  ftri-inG  xeautT,  heiGhteninG  rather  than 
fo9eninG the vioyence that intrudef upon theI" Deftruction 
rendered in hiGh deOnition doef not aefthetici.e fu’erinG, 
it  Ia-ef  it  harder to  difIiff"  za.a  appearf  not  af  an 
axftraction or a data fet, xut af a yived pyace xeinG erafed in 
reay tiIe"

bhe  OyIf  are  intiIate,  reftrained  and  devaftatinGá  R 
heartxro-en TounG Ian Iournf the fudden annihiyation om 
hif yover" Rnother, difpyaced/ and hoIeyeff, fyeepf infide a 
xodT xaG on ftone soorinG waitinG mor the daT it xecoIef hif 
Onay reftinG pyace" R TounG woIan fpea-f om how her deyiGht 
in her own xeautT and in the woryd around her haf xeen 
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repyaced xT neverjendinG terror and apocayTpfe in everT 
direction"  qn  one  om  the  Ioft  harrowinG  feGIentf, 
director Ryaa DaIo recountf the ftorT om another TounG 
Ian, Fufax, who waf xuried ayive three tiIef in three 
airftri-ef within 0V hourf" bhere if no coIIentarT, no 
narration and no appeay to fTIpathT""" qt if ftri-inG proom, 
af im it were needed, that under ayy om thofe RIerican 
0,333yx xun-erjxufter xoIxf waf a civiyian popuyation 
with nowhere to see and no tiIe to recover mroI attac-"

bhe  pro2ect  received  internationay  xac-inG  and 
waf  ekecutivejproduced xT RIerican docuIentarian 
Fichaey Foore, who mraIed the OyIf not af art ox2ectf 
xut af Ioray neceffitT"  Ke arGued that no OyIIa-er, 
writer or artift fhouyd ever have to teyy the ftorT om their 
own ekterIination, defcrixinG ProI zround %ero af 
xoth Wa huIan and cineIatic IiracyeW; teftiIonT and 
indictIent at once" bhe OyIf do not IereyT docuIent 
za.a, theT ekpofe the Gyoxay fTfteI that ayyowed fuch 
docuIentation to xecoIe neceffarT"

Aet  even  thif  act  om  authorfhip  Iet  inftitutionay 
refiftance" ProI zround %ero waf reIoved mroI the 
oMciay proGraIIe om the Cannef PiyI Peftivay xT itf 
yeaderfhip,  a decifion that  ftood in fharp contraft  to 
CannefQ yonG tradition om honourinG OyIf conmrontinG 
ftate vioyence, coyoniay war and atrocitT" PiyIf axout other 
consictf j mroI bhe Battye om RyGierf to RpocayTpfe Jow 
j have xeen ceyexrated mor their wiyyinGneff to conmront 
the vioyence om their tiIef" …ayeftinian cineIa, produced 
durinG an unmoydinG cataftrophe waf converfeyT deeIed 
too poyiticayyT danGerouf"
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qn refponfe, Fafharawi orGanifed an ayternative fcreeninG 
near the meftivay Groundf, enfurinG the OyIf were fhown 
reGardyeff; their ekcyufion xecaIe part om their IeaninG" 
:ven …ayeftinianf OyIinG their own deftruction, in a war 
xroadcaft  daiyT to  the woryd,  couyd ftiyy  xe  denied muyy 
inftitutionay recoGnition"

Who's Allowed a Memory? Cinema, Power, Asymmetry

bhe fuppreffion om …ayeftinian cineIa if not accidentay, nor 
if it the refuyt om infuMcient evidence or artiftic iIIaturitT, 
it if ftructuray"

bhe Koyocauft aGainft 7ewf durinG the 6econd 'oryd 'ar if 
one om the Ioft ektenfiveyTjOyIed eventf in huIan hiftorT" 
Kundredf om meature OyIf, docuIentarief and teyevifion 
ferief  have  xeen  produced  acroff  :urope,  the  Snited 
6tatef and qfraey, fupported xT puxyic mundinG, Guaranteed 
diftrixution, meftivay preftiGe and educationay Iandatef" 
bhif vaft cineIatic archive waf enaxyed xT Ryyied victorT, 
the demeat om the perpetratorf, the creation om ftatejxac-ed 
IeIorT inftitutionf and a poftjwar Ioray confenfuf that 
mraIed Ja.ifI af an unaIxiGuouf hiftoricay eviy" Koyocauft 
cineIa xeneOtf mroI yeGay protection, cuyturay reverence 
and inmraftructuray perIanence without hiftoricay parayyey"

BT contraft, the …ayeftinian cataftrophe j defpite invoyvinG 
Iaff civiyian death, ethnic cyeanfinG, morced difpyaceIent, 
ftarvation, fieGe and coyyective punifhIent j haf Generated 
onyT a mraction om that cineIatic record" bhif if not xecaufe 
the criIef are undocuIented, nor xecaufe the hiftorT 
if uncyear5 it if xecaufe …ayeftinianf have never en2oTed 
victorT, fovereiGntT or controy over the inftitutionf that 
Ianumacture IeIorT" PundinG if reftricted, diftrixution 
if xyoc-ed, meftivayf are preffured, xroadcafterf hefitate 
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and  artiftf  are  punifhed"""  bhe  faIe  cuyturay  fTfteIf 
that  once  enaxyed  Koyocauft  reIeIxrance  to  faturate 
Gyoxay confcioufneff now munction af Gate-eeperf aGainft 
…ayeftinian teftiIonT"

bhif afTIIetrT reveayf foIethinG mundaIentay; CineIa 
if not IereyT an art morI, it if a poyiticay inmraftructure" 
6oIe hiftorief are curated, archived and endyeffyT revifited 
whiye otherf are contefted, deyaTed or denied untiy their 
witneffef are dead" ProI zround %ero ekiftf infide that 
iIxayance; af cineIa produced without the protectionf that 
Ia-e the IediuI duraxye" qtf Ia-erf OyIed -nowinG their 
wor- couyd xe xuried, difIiffed or yoft ayonG with theI5 
that ayone Iar-f it af one om the Ioft ethicayyTjfiGniOcant 
OyI pro2ectf om the Iodern era"

Streets of Conscience

'hiye  GovernIentf  eguivocated and traditionay  Iedia 
xecaIe Iouthpiecef mor qfraey, outraGed citi.enf mroI ayy 
way-f om yime Oyyed the void" BedrooI xroadcafterf who 
mound theIfeyvef with networ-jyevey audiencef overniGht, 
and wor-inG peopye with no intereft in creatinG their own 
fociay Iedia channeyf ayi-e did what caIe naturayyT to theI 
when theT meey their yeaderf are either actinG aGainft their 
xafe inftinctf or iGnorinG theI; theT too- to the ftreetf" 
ProI 7ohannefxurG to 6(o …auyo, 7a-arta to Duxyin, Iiyyionf 
upon Iiyyionf om confciencef Iarched"

qn ãondon, a nationay deIonftration on Y? PexruarT 030V 
drew over 0H3,333 peopye defpite atteIptf to corray and 
deyaT the route" …oyice morced the Iarch to hayt feveray 
hundred Ietref mroI the qfraeyi eIxaffT" bhe moyyowinG 
daT, xroadcaft headyinef reduced the crowd to Wtenf om 
thoufandfW and dweyt on a handmuy om detentionf j a yine 
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that protefterf recoGnifed inftantyT; IaGnimT arreftf, xurT 
the attendance"

…yacardf  were  handIade  and  Ioray  rather  than 
partifan; l6bU… the Genocidel, lCeafeOre JU'l" 7ewifh 
antijoccupation  xyocf  Iarched  xefide  FufyiI Touth 
Groupf5 nurfef in fcruxf way-ed ayonGfide teacherf, xuf 
driverf and poetf"

Rcroff :urope and the RIericaf, ftudentf revived the 
yanGuaGe om xoTcott and diveftIent yaft heard at fcaye 
durinG  the  ftruGGye  aGainft  6outh  Rmrican  apartheid" 
SniverfitT  fenatef  dexated  refearch  mundinG  tied  to 
arIf Ianumacturerf and yaw macuytief heyd teachjinf on 
coyyective punifhIent"

qn foIe caIpufef, art fchooyf painted ftudio doorf red in 
IourninG5 Iedicay ftudentf orGanifed drivef mor trauIa 
fuppyief" bhe proteftf were yeff axout ideoyoGT than axout 
refcuinG IeaninGá when yaw maiyf, yanGuaGe xecoIef a 
morI om refiftance"

The Digital Uprising

Un fociay Iedia, an awa-eninG unmoyded in reay tiIe" 
6tudentf,  doctorf,  deyiverT  driverf,  teacherf  j  the 
inmorIay civiy fervice om the internet j tranfyated Rraxic 
teftiIonief into :nGyifh, 6panifh, Bahafa and Srdu, and 
pofted theI in threadf that way-ed acroff tiIe .onef"

:ach ftorT xecaIe a node in a fpontaneouf archive om 
foyidaritT" RyGorithIf throttyed the reach5 uferf yearned to 
outwit the Oyterf" bheT pofted Iofaicf om cenfored picturef, 
encoded captionf and fonnetf that fyipped paft content 
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Ioderation" R new diGitay coIIonf eIerGed; hori.ontay, 
decentrayifed, ftuxxornyT huIane"

'hen pyatmorIf fhadowxanned wordf yi-e Wza.a,W uferf 
wrote  WzV%V"W  'hen  hafhtaGf  were  fuppreffed,  theT 
eIxedded coordinatef in iIaGerT" Rrtiftf mroI Chiye to 
FayaTfia turned tiIeyinef into Gayyerief om IourninG; a 
chiydlf pyaftic fanday rendered in pikey art, a Iotherlf yuyyaxT 
faIpyed into an eyectronic xeat, the waiyinG om aIxuyance 
firenf ftitched into proteft antheIf" Cenforfhip Iinted a 
Generation suent in codef om witneff"

Citi.en anayTftf veriOed video coIinG out om za.a xT the 
anGye om funyiGht, the yenGth om fhadowf, the tiIejftaIpf 
om car ayarIf" Upenjfource inveftiGatorf Iapped xoIx 
craterf to -nown Iunitionf and traced convoT routef that 
had xeen WcyearedW and then attac-ed" KuIanjriGhtf yawTerf 
harvefted the data mor muture trixunayf"

Por the Orft tiIe in the hiftorT om atrocitT, the evidence 
waf cojauthored xT Iiyyionf"  Deniay  j  once a pyaufixye 
poyiticay art j xeGan to yoo- ridicuyouf" bhe pattern wouyd 
intenfimT; xT Iidj030H, af reGionay consict widened, qfraeylf 
own citi.enf xecaIe unwittinG archiviftf om a di’erent truth"

'hen retayiatorT qranian Iiffiyef ftruc- qfraeyi territorT in 
7une, the KoIe Pront CoIIand and qDP 6po-efperfonlf 
Snit iffued direct orderf to civiyianf and the preff; Do not 
OyI or poft iIaGef om daIaGe, Iiffiye iIpactf, cafuaytief, 
or deftruction" …uxyic coIpyiance waf mraIed af a Iatter 
om Wnationay fecuritT"W bhe directive waf ekpyicit; W…uxyifhinG 
crafh fite yocationf conftitutef affiftance to the eneIT"W

But  qfraeyi  civiyianf  deOed  the  order"  Zideof  appeared 
on  beyeGraI  and  encrTpted  pyatmorIf  within  hourf 

Y03

PRO
O
F



fhowinG devaftatinG mootaGe the ftate did not want feen, 
fiIuytaneoufyT ayyowinG qran to verimT theT had hit their 
Iar-" Faffive ekpyofionf roc-ed bey Rvivlf xufineff diftrict" 
qron DoIe xatterief, yonG Iar-eted af nearjinmayyixye, maiyed 
to intercept incoIinG Iiffiyef" :ntire xuiydinGf xurned5 
partiay coyyapfef fent refidentf seeinG into Ietro ftationf 
mor  hourf  whiye  firenf  fcreaIed  throuGh  the  niGht  af 
eIerGencT crewf wor-ed under Iedia xyac-out"

8efidentf  cauGht  docuIentinG  the  ftri-ef  maced  arreft 
mor aidinG the eneIT" :ntire citief, incyudinG Kaima, were 
pyaced under fweepinG newf eIxarGoef" bhe gueftionf 
Iuytipyied; 'hat waf xeinG hidden""" DaIaGe to reOnerief£ 
…ort inmraftructure£ bhe ITth om invincixiyitT£

bhe  cenforfhip  reveayed  the  architecture  om  narrative 
controy in itf ftar-eft morI" Por Ionthf, qfraeyi authoritief 
had fhaped Gyoxay coveraGe om za.a xT IanaGinG acceff, 
mraIinG yanGuaGe and reftrictinG 2ournayift IoveIent" Jow, 
macinG attac-f on their own foiy, the faIe apparatuf turned 
inward"  bhe  ftate  that  had  deIanded  the  woryd  fee  ? 
Uctoxer itf waT, now criIinayifed itf own citi.enf mor OyIinG 
what meyy mroI the f-T a9er it" qt waf inmorIation war af 
poyicT, and it operated on ayy mrontf fiIuytaneoufyT; aGainft 
…ayeftinianf, aGainft internationay Iedia and uytiIateyT 
aGainft itf own popuyation when reayitT contradicted the 
premerred narrative"

bhe mootaGe that efcaped toyd a ftorT oMciayf couyd not" 
qfraeylf icon om technoyoGicay fupreIacT and dipyoIatic 
fayef  pitch  had  maiyed  to  protect  it"  qranlf  ftri-ef  were 
precife and the daIaGe waf reay" bhe citi.enf upyoadinG 
fha-T Ioxiye phone videof to encrTpted channeyf were not 
eneIief om the ftate, theT were witneffef to it" Cenforfhip, 
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once aGain, Iinted itf own refiftanceá 'hen the ftate 
morxidf feeinG, feeinG xecoIef an act om deOance"

International Institutions and the Collapse of Credibility

RIonG moreiGn aGencief operatinG on the Ground in za.a, 
the diffonance waf deameninG"

Un  0E  PexruarT  030V,  aid  oMciayf  warned  that  over 
Y33,333 za.anf had xeen -iyyed or IaiIed in the Orft 
Ove Ionthf; not a precife tayyT, xut a coIpofite om veriOed 
deathf pyuf confervative eftiIatef xuried under ruxxye" 
bhe 'oryd Keayth UrGanifationlf director warned that 
za.a had xecoIe a Wdeath .one"W

RnayTftf noted qfraey waf droppinG xoIxf mour tiIef 
heavier  than  thofe  ufed  aGainft  q6q6  in  qrag,  with 
Iunitionf  ekpertf  cayyinG  it  the  heavieft  xoIxinG 
caIpaiGn  fince  the  ZietnaI  'ar"  8exuiydinG  coftf 
were  put  at  )03  xiyyion  xT  the  Orft  guarter  om  the 
Tear" ConvoTf were routineyT xyoc-ed and xa-erief and 
water defayination pyantf, tarGeted and deftroTed" qfraeylf 
CUzRb j the unit that controyf za.alf xorderf j reftricted 
mood and Iedicine to a tric-ye""" in the Jorth, a handmuy om 
aid diftrixutionf turned into Wsour Iaffacref"W

R  Britifh  airdrop,  routed  via  a  7ordanian  Rir  Porce 
pyane to bay RyjKawa Kofpitay, waf truIpeted af proom 
om  GenerofitT even  af  Ground  acceff  waf  denied,  xut 
the  paGeantrT  did  nothinG  to  meed  peopye"  'hen 
huIanitarian  orGanifationf  puxyifhed  cafuaytT  data 
fhowinG that  over haym  om  the  dead  were  woIen and 
chiydren, teyevifion paneyf gueftioned the accuracT om the 
fpreadfheetf rather than the -iyyinG"
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qn zeneva, ekhaufted SJ oMciayf xriemed 2ournayiftf on the 
xrin- om tearf" Une faid; W'e are docuIentinG criIef mafter 
than the woryd can read"W qn Jew Aor-, 6ecuritT Counciy 
fpeechef founded yi-e theT were written mor hiftorT, then 
fu’ocated xT vetoef written mor headyinef" bhefe were not 
roGue reIar-f, theT were poyicT fpo-en ayoud"

The Global South Rises

Uutfide  the  'eft,  puxyic  and  poyiticay  outraGe  yed  to 
a hitherto unfeen Ioxiyifation" qn ãatin RIerica, ftatef 
ekpeyyed qfraeyi aIxaffadorf5 in Rmrica and Rfia, paryiaIentf 
fufpended trade and fecuritT tief" bhe contraft with 'eftern 
fiyence waf furGicay" R new Ioray GeoGraphT eIerGed; not 
:aft verfuf 'eft xut confcience verfuf convenience"

qn  6outh  Rmrica,  the  coIparifon  to  apartheid  waf  not 
Ietaphor xut Iufcye IeIorT" ãawTerf who had once 
mouGht …retorialf raciay reGiIe now dra9ed the qnternationay 
Court om 7uftice Genocide cafe"

bheir arGuIent waf Iethodicay; the xyoc-ade conftituted 
coyyective punifhIent5  the rhetoric  om  dehuIanifation 
fatifOed intent5 the fTfteIatic deftruction om inmraftructure 
Iet the threfhoyd om annihiyation"

'hen the court accepted 2urifdiction and, in 7anuarT 030V, 
ordered qfraey to prevent actf that couyd xe conftrued af 
Genocide and to ayyow huIanitarian aid, a treIor paffed 
throuGh  chanceyyerief"  Por the  Orft  tiIe  in  decadef,  a 
'efternjxac-ed ftate ftood infide the doc- om hiftorT whiye 
the xoIxf were ftiyy mayyinG"

qn Bra.iy, …refident ãui. qn“cio ãuya da 6iyva defcrixed 
qfraeylf caIpaiGn af a war Wxetween a hiGhyT prepared arIT 
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and woIen and chiydren,W and coIpared itf conduct to 
the Koyocauft, a coIparifon intended to fhoc- coImortaxye 
ayyief into yoo-inG" FayaTfia, bur-eT and qndonefia mraIed 
za.a not af a diftant crifif xut af a teft om the internationay 
orderlf cyaiI to univerfayitT"

Art, Memory and Resistance

Rrt Ioved mafter than poyicT""" Furayf xyooIed on citT wayyf 
mroI Beymaft to Buenof Riref; the Iap om za.a overyaid with 
sowerf, a Iotherlf eTef ftarinG mroI crac-ed pyafter, the 
fiyhouette om a water tower nekt to a chiydlf outyine traced in 
chay-"

…oetf  wrote  eyeGief  mor  chiydren  theT  had  never  Iet, 
Iuficianf ftaGed roo9op concertf  ftreaIed to remuGee 
caIpf  and  OyI  ftudentf  cut  docuIentarief  mroI 
openjfource mootaGe and eTewitneff audio, inventinG new 
yanGuaGef om IourninG"

qn  8aIayyah,  a  GayyerT  hunG  nothinG  xut  Iirrorf 
etched  with  the  naIef  om  the  dead5  vifitorf  faw 
theIfeyvef  resected  aIonG  the  yoft"  qn  Beryin,  a 
coyyective pro2ected yiftf om deftroTed fchooyf onto eIxaffT 
wayyf"  qn ãof RnGeyef, an orcheftra permorIed Fahyerlf 
Nindertotenyieder interfperfed with the readinG om za.an 
chiydrenlf naIef" qn Duxyin, a choir fanG the yiturGT om the 
dead in Rraxic phoneticf yearned phoneticayyT overniGht"

R heartxrea-inG art inftayyation in Doha, ”atar meatured 
over YH,333 teddT xear fcuypturef, each reprefentinG a chiyd 
-iyyed in the za.a consict" qn W:cho om ãoft qnnocenceW xT 
artift Bachir FohaIad, the toTf wore xyac- bjfhirtf with 
the IeffaGe WqlI not 2uft a nuIxer""" q aI …ayeftineW to 
huIanife the vaft yoff om TounG yime" bhe ekhixit waf fhown 
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in 6epteIxer 030V and aiIed to draw Gyoxay attention to 
the huIanitarian crifif a’ectinG …ayeftinian chiydren" R9er 
the difpyaT, the teddT xearf were foyd to raife mundf, with 
Y33$ om proceedf donated to aid chiydren in za.a throuGh 
charitief"

:ach creative act waf a remufay om aInefia, and an ekpreffion 
om foyidaritT aIidft a Generay meeyinG om heypyeffneff xT 
IanT peopye that theT couydnlt do anTthinG eyfe ftop the 
-iyyinG" 8eaction to fuch difpyaTf o9en provo-ed cenforfhip 
however, and Iunicipayitief canceyyed ekhixitionf under 
preffure mroI donorf" …uxyifherf withdrew anthoyoGief that 
incyuded …ayeftinian poetf""" R IufeuI that coIIiffioned 
a ferief on WfieGeW decyined to difpyaT the wor- xecaufe the 
wayy tekt ufed the word Wftarvation"W

Aet,  fuppreffion  aIpyiOed  the  wor-"  Banned  readinGf 
Ioved onyine and canceyyed concertf xecaIe viray eventf" 
bhe atteIpt to fupreff art Iirrored the atteIpt to fiyence 
za.a, and maiyed mor the faIe reafon; too IanT witneffef"

A Calendar of Complicity

bhe  record  doef  not  onyT  confift  om  xoIxf,  xut  ayfo 
IeIoranda, votef, xrieOnGf and the choreoGraphT om poyite 
ftateIentf"""

A short calendar from the winter and spring:

04 PexruarT 030V j Raron Bufhneyy, a 0HjTearjoyd S6 Rir 
Porce cTxer fpeciayift, feymjiIIoyatef outfide the qfraeyi 
:IxaffT in 'afhinGton, D"C", faTinG he wiyy Wno yonGer 
xe coIpyicit in Genocide,W and fhoutinG WPree …ayeftineW 
af he xurnf" qn DeceIxer 030E, an unidentiOed protefter 
feymjiIIoyated at the qfraeyi Confuyate in Rtyanta"

Y0H

PRO
O
F



01 PexruarT  030V  j  6tate  DepartIent  fpo-efperfon 
Fatthew Fiyyer  teyyf  reporterf;  Wqfraey  if  a  fovereiGn 
countrT that Ia-ef itf own decifionf" bhe Snited 6tatef 
doef not dictate to qfraey,W drawinG a re2oinder mroI a 
2ournayift; WSnyeff Tou invade theI"W

0 Farch 030V j …riIe Finifter 8ifhi 6una- deyiverf a rare 
addreff outfide Jo" Y3, yaxeyyinG the capitaylf vaft puxyic 
ftreet Iarchef af WhateW and proIifinG a new ektreIifI 
deOnition" bhe fpeech cyafhef with fcenef om intermaith 
xyocf cayyinG mor a ceafeOre"

H Farch 030V j  Rt  the Snited Jationf,  qfraey  ekpectf 
vindication  mroI  a  report  ayyeGinG  fTfteIatic  fekuay 
vioyence on ? Uctoxer" bhe SJ teaI reportf it waf unaxye 
to interview victiIf, Ondf -eT ayyeGationf unmounded or 
unveriOaxye and notef counterjayyeGationf om fekuay axufe 
aGainft …ayeftinianf in qfraeyi cuftodT"

? Farch  030V  j  qn  the  S6  6enate,  Bernie  6anderf 
faTf  EY,333 …ayeftinianf have xeen -iyyed and ?0,333 
wounded5 ?3 percent om houfinG unitf are daIaGed or 
deftroTed5 Y"? Iiyyion are difpyaced5 1? truc-fédaT Udown 
mroI H33édaT prejwarV  are enterinG5  aid convoTf are 
xeinG Ored upon" Ke cayyf to enmorce S6 yaw prohixitinG 
aid to countrief that oxftruct S6 huIanitarian affiftance"

Rpriy 030V j 6anderf aGain" WJow EE,333 dead, ??,333 
wounded5  Y4H  SJ  fta’,  E4V  heayth  wor-erf  and  YE0 
2ournayiftf -iyyed5 Iore than 033 aid wor-erf -iyyed in 
totayX" …oyyf fhow H0 percent om RIericanf fupport haytinG 
weaponf fhipIentf untiy qfraey ftopf attac-inG za.a5 40 
percent om Biden voterf aGree"
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6prinG 030V j 8eportf count Y04 Iedia wor-erf and H33 
Iedicféaid wor-erf -iyyed to date5 fikjTearjoyd Kind 8a2ax 
if -iyyed a9er cayyinG mor heyp, and the paraIedicf who caIe 
mor her are tarGeted and -iyyed"

:ach entrT if a fIayy ftone, xut toGether theT morI the cairn 
om a period when GovernIentf chofe to turn awaT"

Political Fractures

BT earyT 030V,  puxyic  preffure morced vifixye  crac-f  in 
'eftern unitT"  6pain,  qreyand and yater JorwaT Ioved 
to recoGnife …ayeftine5  Prance and zerIanT ftayyed"  qn 
Britain, …aryiaIent endured wee-yT proteftf at itf Gatef" 
Finifterf fpo-e om WreftraintW even af new ekport yicencef 
were ftaIped"

'ithin the PoreiGn UMce, anonTIouf yetterf condeIned 
coIpyicitT"  ãea-ed  yeGay  advice  warned  Iinifterf  that 
continuinG  arIf  fayef  rif-ed  xreachinG  internationay 
huIanitarian yaw" bhe IechanifIf om ftate IorayitT xeGan 
to Grind on itf own contradictionf"

qn 'afhinGton, conGreffionay hearinGf turned rancorouf" 
UMciayf maced fateyyite iIaGef om Iaff Gravef and Iapf 
om xoIxed hofpitayf" 6oIe reprefentativef invo-ed the 
ãeahT ãaw to fufpend IiyitarT aid5 otherf accufed theI om 
treafon" bhe mauyt yine waf Generationay; TounGer poyiticianf 
fhaped xT fociay Iedia and proteft cuyture conmronted 
eyderf riveted to Coyd 'ar resekef" RIericalf feymjiIaGe af 
Ioray arxiter mractured yive on Cj6…RJ"

Rcroff the Rtyantic, the SN FiniftrT om Demence adIitted 
8RP dronef were sTinG over za.a and that inteyyiGence waf 
fhared with qfraey" …reff reportf docuIented WGhoft siGhtfW 
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merrTinG undifcyofed carGo mroI zyafGow, BirIinGhaI, 
6u’oy-, and Ukmordfhire to qfraey, even af Iinifterf infifted 
Britain waf not affiftinG o’enfive operationf"

R rare Djnotice af-ed the preff not to report on 6R6 SN 
fpeciay morcef depyoTIentf" bhe circye fguared itfeym; W'e 
are not invoyved5 we are heypinG"W

The Psychology of Helplessness

bhe  pfTchoyoGicay  toyy  rippyed  mar  xeTond  the  reGion" 
Ziewerf reported infoInia, defpair and a parayTfif that meyt 
phTficay" 6urveTf acroff :urope mound fpi-ef in ankietT 
yin-ed directyT to war coveraGe" beacherf faid chiydren were 
drawinG dronef and craterf5 parentf af-ed fchooyf to WfhieydW 
yeffonf5 teenaGerf tauGht their Grandparentf how to verimT 
videof"

bhe ethicf om viewinG j how Iuch, how o9en, and to what 
end j xecaIe dinnerjtaxye yaw, Tet IanT remufed to yoo- 
awaT, xeyievinG witneffinG itfeym waf an ethicay act" bo turn 
o’ the meed meyt yi-e xetraTay"

CyerGT remraIed viewinG af viGiy" Churchef and Iofguef fet 
up fcreenf xefide candyef5 conGreGantf watched in fiyence, 
not  guite  an audience and not  ekactyT a  conGreGation, 
foIethinG  injxetween"  bhe  diGitay  aGe  created  a  new 
facraIent; the fhared act om feeinG"

The Machinery of Complicity

Ryy  the  whiye,  the  xoIxf  continued"  'eftern  yeaderf 
Iouthed condoyencef whiye approvinG new fhipIentf om 
precifion Iunitionf" :ach condoyence ftateIent xecaIe 
a  premace  to  efcayation"  bhif  waf  the  GraIIar  om 
Iodern  power;  eIpathT ekpreffed,  atrocitT  enaxyedá 
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…reff  conmerencef  Iourned  the  dead  in  the  IorninG 
and approved the weaponf that wouyd repyace theI xT 
a9ernoon"

:Iaiyf reyeafed under paryiaIentarT preffure reveayed 
cojordination xetween demence contractorf and Iiniftrief 
durinG  the  heiGht  om  civiyian  xoIxardIent"  ãoxxTiftf 
mraIed continued fuppyT af WftaxiyifinG insuenceW where 
in truth, the contractf ftaxiyifed proOt" R 'hitehayy aide 
fuIIarifed the yoGic in a IeIo; W6trateGic reyationfhip 
outweiGhf reputationay rif-,W a fentence that couyd ferve af 
the epitaph om an era"

bhe Snited 6tatef, qfraeylf principay arIourer, had provided 
YYHL xiyyion in IiyitarT aid fince Y1VL, with new tranchef 
rufhed throuGh even af …refident Biden cayyed the xoIxinG 
WindifcriIinate"W bhe contradiction waf not rhetoricay, it waf 
poyicT"

bhe PoreiGn Rffiftance  Rct  morxidf  aid  to  anT countrT 
that xyoc-f S6 huIanitarian affiftance5 ftiyy, convoTf were 
denied, aid wor-erf -iyyed and ftiyy the IoneT sowed" Rf 
6anderf put it, the axfurditT waf not proceduray; an ayyT waf 
ufinG S6 weaponf to xyoc- S6 aid"

Law, Language and the Evidence of Children

RIonG  yawTerf,  the  cafe  affeIxyed  itfeym  yi-e  a  GriI 
eguation;  intent  ftated,  Group naIed,  actf  defiGned to 
deftroT the Group in whoye or in part" RIonG the puxyic, the 
threfhoyd waf yower; the adIiffion that what we were feeinG 
waf not a Gyitch xut a fTfteI"

R  paediatrician  defcrixed  neonatef  yofinG  weiGht  in 
incuxatorf that had no power" Rnother faid; WBoIxf ftruc- 
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not onyT xuiydinGf, xut chroIofoIef"W R peopye ftarved5 
a Generation IaiIed5 a muture cheIicayyT aytered; hiftorT 
haf a word mor that" 8emufinG to ufe it doef not fave a finGye 
yime, it favef onyT the confcience om thofe who remufe"

BT earyT Rpriy  030V, za.a had entered a condition om 
IanaGed ruin" :ven on what were defcrixed af WGood 
daTf,W the daiyT averaGe om aid truc-f hovered around 
1? j xareyT a O9h om the prejwar sow om rouGhyT H33 
j  droppinG  to  .ero  whenever  croffinGf  were  cyofed, 
and  rifinG  onyT  xriesT  to  around  YL3  xemore  xeinG 
throttyed aGain" benf om thoufandf om …ayeftinian civiyianf 
yaT wounded,  IanT xeTond the reach om  munctioninG 
hofpitayf, af difpyaceIent, hunGer, and untreated in2urT 
xecaIe  perIanent  meaturef  om  daiyT yime  rather  than 
eIerGencT conditionf"

bhe nuIxerf are not the ftorT, xut theT deyiIit the yie; 
the cyaiI that what waf happeninG in za.a waf either 
accidentay, teIporarT or xeinG IeaninGmuyyT ayyeviated"

A New Moral Cartography

'ithin wee-f, the pattern waf iIpoffixye to denT""" the 
GovernIentf  om  the  'eft  had turned awaT,  xut  their 
peopyef had not"

Snderneath  oMciay  indi’erence,  a  guiet  reayiGnIent 
too- fhape; ayyiancef om cyiIate activiftf, raciayj2uftice 
IoveIentf  and  antijwar  networ-f  OndinG  a  fhared 
yanGuaGe in foyidaritT with za.a"

BoTcottf  fpread,  univerfitT  unionf  fevered  tief  with 
weaponf  Ianumacturerf,  Iunicipay  counciyf  voted  to 
fufpend contractf with OrIf yin-ed to the occupation and 
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maith yeaderf cayyed mor arIf eIxarGoef" :ven inveftorf 
whifpered axout Wethicay ekpofure"W

bhefe were not fudden revoyutionf xut the fyow tectonicf 
om confcience" qn camZf and cyaffrooIf, the converfation 
chanGed" za.a xecaIe fhorthand mor the maiyure om the 
poftjwar order and proom that internationay yaw without 
enmorceIent if theatre5 that deIocracT without eIpathT if 
IachinerT"

R Generation  raifed  on  endyeff  war  now faw,  in  hiGh 
deOnition, the architecture om iIpunitT, and theT xeGan to 
Iap itf difIantyinG"

The Age of Witness

BT the Orft anniverfarT om the affauyt, za.a had xecoIe the 
Ioray event om a yimetiIe" Por Iiyyionf it waf the IoIent 
the axftract vocaxuyarT om WriGhtfW xecaIe tactiye; a matherlf 
fcreaI, a convoT hayted, a chiydlf naIe" qt fhowed that 
atrocitT can unmoyd in muyy view and ftiyy continue and that 
watchinG ayone if not enouGh5 Tet the watchinG chanGed the 
watcherf"

6tudentf who once dooIfcroyyed in apathT xuiyt Iutuayjaid 
networ-f,  doctorf  voyunteered  mor  xorder  Iiffionf, 
proGraIIerf coded dataxafef om deftroTed fchooyf and 
artiftf painted in the coyourf om duft"

bhe tranfmorIation waf guiet xut irreverfixye" bhe yine 
xetween witneff and participant xyurred5 out om that xyur 
a new poyiticf xeGan to ta-e fhape" KiftorT IaT record 
two fiIuytaneouf warf; one mouGht with xoIxf over za.a5 
another mouGht with truth acroff the woryd""" the fecond wiyy 
decide whether the Orft ever truyT endf"
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Por im the yaw maiyf and yanGuaGe maiyf and yeaderf maiy, the 
archive reIainf; videof and aMdavitf5 aidjconvoT yoGf and 
xorder deniayf5 Iinifteriay guotef and paryiaIentarT votef5 
a diarT om maIine and a cayendar om choice" …erhapf it cannot 
coIpey 2uftice, xut it can axoyifh ayixif"

ãonG a9er todaTlf Iinifterf are mootnotef, the witneffef 
j the Iarcherf, the tranfyatorf, the Iedicf, the ftuxxorn 
archiviftf j wiyy reIain af authorf om a IeIorT that remufef 
to xe IanaGed" bhat archive om witneff waf axout to xecoIe 
foIethinG Iore; evidence in the Ioft coIprehenfive yeGay 
chayyenGe to 'efternjxac-ed iIpunitT in Iodern hiftorT"
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C   �����	
The Legal Reckoning

On 4 January 2026, one of the senior dgures stanbing wetBeen 
jenmaNin .etanyahu anb a legal reckoning Bas subbenly gone"

That  evening,  Judge  Benny  Sagi,  President  of  the 
Be’er Sheva District Court, was killed while riding his 
motorcycle  on  Highway 6  in  southern  Israel  when  a 
vehicle driving o-.road entered the highway and struck 
himM Paramedics from Aagen David pdom arrived to 
jnd catastroFhic inburies and no signs of life,  he was 
Fronounced dead at the sceneM

2i0y.four.year.old  Sagi  sFent  nearly two  decades  as 
a  Frosecutor  and  budge,  including  service  in  Tel 
pviv’s magistrate and district courts, 4efore 4ecoming 
acting Fresident  of  the  Be’er Sheva District  Court  in 
5W5x  and  formally  assuming  the  role  in  pFril  5W5‘M 
Oidely.resFected for his management of comFlez cases 
and for his integrity,  colleagues called him the Y4iker 
Fresident’ 4ecause he commuted 4y motorcycleM He le0 
4ehind a wife and three childrenM

LNcial tri4utes Foured inM President Isaac Her1og called 
him one of the jnest leaders of the budiciaryM Justice Ainister 
3ariv …evin Fraised his Frofessionalism, 4ut Folitically his 
death landed inside a budiciary already under sustained 
assault 4y :etanyahu’s coalition, which was trying to striF 
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courts of indeFendence and 4ring Folice and Frosecutors 
under Folitical controlM

Ohether or not foul Flay is ever Froven, the institutional 
meaning  is  unavoida4leM  :etanyahu’s  corruFtion  trials 
deFend on a budiciary he has sFent years trying to neutralise, 
and one of the senior jgures inside that system was now 
goneM

The  law in  Israel  is  no  longer  simFly  contested,  it  is 
under siegeE Ohen the domestic rule of law collaFses, 
international law is no longer an a4stractionM It 4ecomes the 
only remaining lens through which Fower can 4e budgedM 
International law is not merely descriFtive 4ut Fredictive– it 
tells us what genocidal structures look like, and in ;a1a every 
one of those indicators was now in FlaceM

Still the world watched...

ps  ;a1a  4urned,  an  unFrecedented  legal  mo4ilisation 
4egan,  transforming  documentation  into  Frosecution, 
witness testimony into war crimes charges and social media 
footage into courtroom evidenceM

The transformation of ;a1aUs devastation into a legal archive 
reFresented one of the most signijcant develoFments in 
modern international lawM By the summer of 5W5x, the 
territoryUs ruins had 4ecome evidence in the most literal 
senseM "very collaFsed school, every destroyed 4akery, every 
childUs name recorded 4y the Ainistry of Health ezisted in a 
widening we4 of documentation that sFanned continentsM

…awyers,  coders  and  archivists  across  the  glo4e  4egan 
treating social media Fosts as legal ezhi4its, creating an 
eztraordinary real.time record of alleged genocideM 2or the 
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jrst time in history, mass atrocities were 4eing assem4led 
into a comFrehensive case jle while the crimes were still 
unfolding, creating 4oth an evidentiary treasure trove and 
an urgent  moral  imFerative  for the  international  legal 
systemM

Thousands  of  fragments  R  drone  footage,  interceFted 
military  communications,  satellite  imagery,  ;PS  data, 
morgue ledgers R coalesced into a vast evidentiary mosaic 
that told a story of systematic destructionM Civilian Fhone 
cameras 4ecame aNdavits( timestamFs 4ecame testimonies( 
geolocation data 4ecame incontroverti4le FroofM The war 
was not only visi4le to the world through media coverage, 
it was 4ecoming Fermanently archiva4le in ways that will 
haunt the FerFetrators for generationsM

In  law  oNces  from  Johannes4urg  to  ;eneva,  young 
attorneys worked through the night downloading videos 
and cross.referencing them with ): grid coordinates to 
verify time and FlaceM  "very cliF of a wounded infant, 
every4ody  retrieved  from  under  ru44le,  was  logged, 
mirrored, encryFted and stored in multiFle burisdictions 
to  Frevent  destruction  or tamFeringM  Digital  archivists 
called this massive undertaking 9the forensic resistance,9 
recognising that in the digital age, bustice itself had 4ecome 
a data structure that could 4e 4uilt  even as the 4om4s 
continued to fallM

This eztraordinary e-ort would soon 4e chamFioned 4y 
new legal entitiesM

The Hind qaba4 2oundation 8Hq27, which 4y GK Aarch 5W5‘ 
would 4e descri4ed as Fart of a 9multifaceted aFFroach 
needed to address war crimes,9 focused Farticularly on 
9humanitarian e-orts and victim suFFort,9 while its Fartner, 
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the  ;lo4al  GK‘  coalition,  Fursued  9legal  accounta4ility 
and  Frosecution  through  domestic  courts  worldwideM9 
Together, they reFresented a new Faradigm of international 
bustice,  leveraging what  the  coalition descri4ed as  9G'‘ 
jrst.hand eyewitness testimonies9 to 4uild cases for 9Frivate 
arrest  warrants9  and  legal  Froceedings  across  multiFle 
burisdictionsM

Taya4 pli, Director of the International Centre of Justice 
for Palestinians 8ICJP7, ezFlained the strategy– Fpor too long, 
those resvonsiwle for serious Giolations of international laB haGe 
acteb Bith iNvunity" 1lowal 95z is a becisiGe stev toBarb ensuring 
accountawility anb mustice for the GictiNs in 1aIa"F The coalition 
4rought together legal ezFerts, human rights organisations 
and Folicymakers from multiFle burisdictions in a 4id to 
Fursue bustice where international institutions had failed 
or moved too slowlyM The architecture of this new legal 
resistance was 4uilt on the FrinciFle of redundancy and 
decentralisationM

qather than relying on any single institution or reFository, 
the evidence was scattered across servers in j0een countries, 
with mirroring systems ensuring that even if one node was 
comFromised, the archive would surviveM This aFFroach 
recognised that  the jght for accounta4ility would 4e a 
marathon, not a sFrint, and that the evidence needed to 4e 
Freserved for future generations regardless of immediate 
Folitical outcomesM

The very ezistence of this archive reFresented a radical 
democratisation of international bustice( no longer solely 
the Frovince of states and international organisations, 4ut 
something  that  civil  society could  4uild  and  maintain 
indeFendentlyM
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Genocide as Law: A Framework for Industrial Murder

Before ezamining the unFrecedented legal mo4ilisation 
that followed Lcto4er 5W5', it is essential to esta4lish what 
genocide actually is under law– not as rhetorical éourish, 
4ut  as  a  Frecise  legal  charge  with  sFecijc  evidentiary 
reèuirementsM

The term Ygenocide’ carries immense moral weight, o0en 
deFloyed loosely to  descri4e  any mass  atrocity,  4ut  in 
law, genocide has an ezact dejnition, codijed in the GKx“ 
Convention on the  Prevention and Punishment  of  the 
Crime of ;enocideM )nderstanding this dejnition R and the 
evidentiary threshold it demands R is critical to evaluating 
the claims made against Israel in ;a1aM

The Convention was dra0ed in the immediate a0ermath 
of  the  Holocaust,  when  the  international  community 
sought to create a legal  framework that  would Frevent 
such horrors from ever recurringM qaFhael …emkin, the 
Polish.Jewish lawyer who coined the term and chamFioned 
the Convention, understood genocide not merely as mass 
killing,  4ut  as  the  deli4erate  destruction  of  a  grouFUs 
ezistence– their culture, their identity, their futureM

The Convention he helFed cra0 reéects this understanding– 
genocide is dejned not 4y 4ody count alone, 4ut 4y intent 
to destroy a Frotected grouF 9as suchM9

The Acts and the Element of Intent

prticle  II  of  the  ;enocide  Convention  identijes  jve 
Frohi4ited acts when committed 9with intent to destroy, 
in whole or in Fart, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
grouF9–
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8a7 Villing mem4ers of the grouF

847 Causing serious 4odily or mental harm to mem4ers of 
the grouF

8c7 Deli4erately inéicting on the grouF conditions of life 
calculated to 4ring a4out its Fhysical destruction in whole 
or in Fart

8d7 ImFosing measures intended to Frevent 4irths within 
the grouF

8e7 2orci4ly transferring children of the grouF to another 
grouF

Critically, the Convention reèuires only one of these jve 
acts  to 4e Froven R not all  jveM  p state can 4e found 
guilty of genocide 4y committing any single Frohi4ited 
act, Frovided the reèuisite intent is esta4lishedM This is 
o0en misunderstood in Fu4lic de4ate, where genocide 
is sometimes incorrectly assumed to reèuire systematic 
killing on a massive scaleM In fact, deli4erately creating 
conditions  designed  to  destroy  a  grouF  R  through 
starvation,  disease,  or  disFlacement  R  can  constitute 
genocide even if direct killing is not the Frimary methodM

Ohat distinguishes genocide from other atrocity crimes is 
the reèuirement of sFecijc intent, what international law 
terms Ydolus sFecialis’, meaning the FerFetrator must act 
with the conscious goal of destroying the Frotected grouF, 
in whole or in FartM This intent can 4e Froven through 
direct evidence 8ezFlicit statements of genocidal FurFose7 
or through circumstantial evidence 8a systematic Fattern 
of conduct that demonstrates such intent7M
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The  9in  whole  or  in  Fart9  èualijcation  is  signijcantM 
;enocide does not reèuire the eztermination of an entire 
FeoFleM  The destruction of a su4stantial  Fortion of the 
grouF, whether dejned numerically or 4y the signijcance of 
the targeted Fart, can satisfy the ConventionUs reèuirementsM 
Case law from the International Criminal Tri4unal for the 
former 3ugoslavia and the International Criminal Court 
has esta4lished that targeting a grouF within a conjned 
geograFhic area R such as Sre4renica or, Fotentially, ;a1a R 
can constitute genocide of that grouF 9in FartM9

International courts have esta4lished that intent need not 4e 
ezFlicitly declaredM

This FrinciFle came from the landmark pkayesu budgment 
at  the  International  Criminal  Tri4unal  for  qwandaM 
Jean.Paul pkayesu was not a 4attlejeld commander 4ut the 
mayor of a small qwandan town during the GKKx genocideM 
He did not need to order mass killing in writingE what 
convicted him was that Tutsi civilians were hunted, raFed 
and murdered in Fu4lic sFaces under his authority, that he 
knew it was haFFening and that he allowed it to continueM

2rom that Fattern of systematic violence, the tri4unal ruled, 
genocidal intent could 4e inferredM In law, what mattered 
was not what pkayesu claimed to 4elieve, 4ut what the 
machinery he controlled was doingM

Mapping Evidence to Convention Elements

By January 5W5x, when South pfrica jled its case at the 
International Court of Justice, a su4stantial evidentiary 
record had accumulated that maFFed onto each element of 
the ;enocide ConventionM
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Article II(a): Killing members of the group

The  documented  death  toll  in  ;a1a  Frovides  the 
most direct evidenceM ps of Aarch 5W5‘, ;a1aUs Health 
Ainistry recorded over ‘W,WWW direct deaths, with credi4le 
estimates suggesting the true toll R including those 4uried 
under ru44le and indirect deaths from starvation and 
disease R ezceeds GWW,WWWM

The  …ancet  medical  bournal  Fu4lished  an  analysis 
estimating  that  total  ezcess  deaths  could  reach 
G“6,WWW when accounting for destruction of healthcare 
infrastructure,  sFread  of  infectious  disease  and 
malnutrition.related deathsM But raw num4ers alone do not 
esta4lish genocide( the critical èuestion is whether these 
deaths resulted from lawful com4at oFerations or from a 
systematic camFaign to destroy Palestinians as a grouFM

The evidence Foints overwhelmingly toward the latter– 
women  and  children  comFrised  aFFrozimately  ”W 
Fercent of  those killed(  entire eztended families  were 
systematically eliminated in single strikes, including in 
areas  designated as  9safe  1ones9(  strikes  on residential 
4uildings occurred with such freèuency and Frecision as to 
suggest systematic targeting rather than collateral damage( 
the  use  of  5,WWW.Found  4om4s  in  densely FoFulated 
civilian areas demonstrated a disregard for civilian life 
incomFati4le  with  the  FrinciFle  of  FroFortionality in 
armed conéictM

Article II(b): Causing serious bodily or mental harm

This  element  encomFasses  4oth  Fhysical  inburies  and 
Fsychological trauma inéicted on the targeted grouFM Lver 
GWW,WWW Palestinians were wounded, many with life.altering 
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inburies including amFutations, 4urns, and traumatic 4rain 
inburiesM

The deli4erate destruction of ;a1aUs  healthcare system 
meant that many of these inburies could not 4e adeèuately 
treated, resulting in Freventa4le deaths and Fermanent 
disa4ilitiesM

A?decins Sans 2rontiZres reForted conducting amFutations 
without  anaesthesia,  treating  infected  wounds  with  no 
anti4iotics  and  watching  Fatients  die  from  treata4le 
conditions  due  to  lack  of  4asic  medical  suFFliesM  The 
systematic  nature  of  the  assault  created  conditions  of 
Fersistent terrorM

2amilies were forced to relocate reFeatedly( the average 
Palestinian in ;a1a was disFlaced seven times during the 
conéictM Children grew uF under constant 4om4ardment, 
with ):IC"2 reForting that virtually every child in ;a1a 
ezhi4ited signs of severe traumaM The targeting of medical 
Fersonnel and facilities comFounded this harmM

By Aarch 5W5‘, over ‘WW healthcare workers had 4een 
killed  and  every  hosFital  in  northern  ;a1a  had  4een 
either destroyed or rendered non.functionalM The Oorld 
Health Lrganisation documented G'6 attacks on healthcare 
facilities in the jrst three months alone, o0en involving 
direct  strikes  on  am4ulances,  oFerating  theatres,  and 
intensive care unitsM

Article  II(c):  Deliberately  inOicting  conditions  of  life 
calculated to bring about physical destruction

This is FerhaFs the most legally signijcant element in the 
;a1a case, as it does not reèuire mass killing 4ut rather the 
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creation of conditions designed to destroy the grouFM The 
evidence is methodical and damningM

IsraelUs closure of all land crossings, interdiction of aid 
convoys, and destruction of agricultural infrastructure 
created famine conditions unFrecedented in modern 
historyM By Decem4er 5W5x, the Integrated 2ood Security 
Phase Classijcation reForted that GWW Fercent of ;a1aUs 
FoFulation faced acute food insecurity, with over ”WW,WWW 
FeoFle ezFeriencing catastroFhic hunger–  the highest 
num4er ever recorded in a single crisisM

The deli4erate targeting of 4akeries 8all G” in northern 
;a1a destroyed7, jshing 4oats, agricultural lands and food 
warehouses demonstrated systematic intent to Frevent 
Palestinians from sustaining themselvesM Israel cut o- 
water  suFFlies  and  4om4ed  desalination  Flants  and 
water infrastructure, forcing ;a1aUs FoFulation to drink 
contaminated waterM

The  )nited  :ations  reForted  that  average  water 
availa4ility  droFFed  to  three  litres  Fer  Ferson  Fer 
day  R  far  4elow  the  humanitarian  minimum  of  ‘W 
litres R leading to out4reaks of cholera, dysentery and 
other  water4orne  diseasesM  Children  4egan  dying  of 
dehydration and Freventa4le illness at rates comFara4le 
to the worldUs most severe humanitarian catastroFhesM

The systematic demolition of residential 4uildings le0 
KW  Fercent  of  ;a1aUs  FoFulation  homelessM  But  this 
was not mere disFlacement(  it  was the destruction of 
the Fhysical infrastructure necessary for grouF survivalM 
"ntire  neigh4ourhoods  were  ra1ed  using  controlled 
demolitionsM
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In the 4itter winter of 5W5xR5W5‘, families huddled in 
makeshi0 tents without heat, Frotection from the elements, 
or sanitation facilitiesM The targeting of ;a1aUs healthcare 
system was comFrehensive and systematicM HosFitals were 
4esieged, invaded, and destroyedM Doctors were arrested, 
tortured, or killedM Aedical suFFlies were 4locked from 
enteringM The Fattern was so consistent that it could not 
Flausi4ly 4e ezFlained as collateral damage or military 
necessityM

The result was a FoFulation una4le to treat war inburies, 
infectious  disease,  chronic  conditions,  or  child4irth 
comFlications(  conditions  designed to  mazimise  death 
ratesM

Article  II(d):  Imposing  measures  intended  to  prevent 
births

The collaFse of Frenatal  and o4stetric care meant that 
Fregnant women in ;a1a faced conditions comFara4le 
to  those  in  the  worldUs  Foorest  countriesM  HosFitals 
lacked incu4ators, medical suFFlies for caesarean sections, 
and  4asic  Frenatal  careM  Doctors  reForted  Ferforming 
emergency deliveries without anaesthesia, o0en losing 4oth 
mother and childM

The sustained stress of 4om4ardment, malnutrition, and 
trauma led to dramatically elevated rates of miscarriage and 
still4irthM Several maternity wards were directly 4om4ed or 
rendered inoFera4le through siegesM

Article II(e): Forcibly transferring children

Ohile this element received less attention in the ;a1a case, 
evidence emerged of systematic seFaration of Palestinian 
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children from their familiesM The systematic killing of 
entire families created thousands of orFhansM

Oith eztended family networks  destroyed and social 
services eliminated, these children faced an uncertain 
future  disconnected  from  their  cultural  and  familial 
heritageM Human rights organisations documented cases 
of Palestinian children 4eing detained seFarately from 
their families during military oFerationsM

Distinguishing Genocide from Hther Atrocity Crimes

)nderstanding what genocide is reèuires understanding 
what it is notM

The  ;enocide  Convention  ezists  alongside  other 
frameworks  of  international  humanitarian  law  that 
Frohi4it  war  crimes,  crimes  against  humanity,  and 
violations of the laws of armed conéictM These distinctions 
matter 4oth legally and morallyM

Oar crimes are violations of the laws of armed conéict( 
the deli4erate targeting of civilians, use of Frohi4ited 
weaFons, torture, or other acts that violate the ;eneva 
ConventionsM They can occur without genocidal intent as 
violations of how war is conducted, not necessarily aimed 
at destroying a grouF as suchM

In ;a1a, war crimes were a4undant and well.documented– 
the  use  of  white  FhosFhorus  in  civilian  areas,  the 
targeting of clearly marked hosFitals and schools, the 
killing  of  civilians  waving  white  éags,  the  torture  of 
detaineesM These acts violated international humanitarian 
law regardless of whether genocide occurredM
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Crimes against humanity are systematic attacks on a civilian 
FoFulation, including murder, eztermination, torture, raFe, 
Fersecution, and other inhumane actsM )nlike genocide, 
crimes against humanity do not reèuire intent to destroy a 
grouF as such, they reèuire only that the acts 4e committed 
as Fart of a widesFread or systematic attack against a civilian 
FoFulationM

The ;a1a conéict clearly involved crimes against humanity– 
the systematic 4om4ardment of civilian areas, the forced 
disFlacement of virtually the entire FoFulation, the creation 
of  conditions  of  eztermination through starvation and 
diseaseM

;enocide occuFies a unièue Fosition in international law 
4ecause it targets the very ezistence of a grouFM It is, in 
the words of the Convention, 9a crime which shocks the 
conscience of mankindM9 It is not merely killing on a large 
scale( it is killing with the sFecijc FurFose of eliminating a 
FeoFle from ezistenceM

The signijcance of this distinction 4ecame central to the 
legal de4ate over ;a1aM Defenders of IsraelUs actions argued 
that even if war crimes occurred, they resulted from the fog 
of war, HamasUs use of civilian areas, or individual soldiers 
acting 4eyond their orders R not from a systematic Folicy 
of grouF destructionM This framing attemFted to contain the 
legal and moral conseèuences within the framework of war 
crimes rather than genocideM

This defence, however, confronted a fundamental Fro4lem– 
the  systematic  nature  of  the  harm,  the  eliminationist 
rhetoric of Israeli leaders, and the creation of conditions 
incomFati4le  with  grouF  survival  demonstrated  that 
this  was  not  merely ezcessive  force  in  armed conéict, 
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4ut  a coordinated camFaign of  destruction directed at 
Palestinians as a FeoFleM

Confronting the Counterarguments

Defenders of IsraelUs military camFaign in ;a1a advanced 
several  arguments  against  the  genocide  charge,  each 
demanding serious engagementMMM

F't-s selfHbefence, not genocibeF

International law recognises the right of states to defend 
themselves  against  armed attackM  prticle  ‘G  of  the  ): 
Charter ezFlicitly Freserves this 9inherent rightM9 IsraelUs 
suFForters argued that the ” Lcto4er attack R which killed 
aFFrozimately G,5WW FeoFle and resulted in the taking of 
over 5WW hostages R triggered this right to self.defenceM

However,  the  right  to  self.defence  is  not  unlimitedM 
International  humanitarian law reèuires  that  defensive 
military action  adhere  to  the  FrinciFles  of  distinction 
84etween  com4atants  and  civilians7,  FroFortionality 
8military advantage must not 4e outweighed 4y civilian 
harm7,  and necessity 8force  used must  4e  necessary to 
achieve  a  legitimate  military  o4bective7M  The  evidence 
from ;a1a demonstrates systematic violation of all three 
FrinciFles,  the  civilian death toll  was  not  FroFortional 
to any conceiva4le military o4bective and the deli4erate 
destruction of civilian infrastructure far ezceeded military 
necessityM The targeting of hosFitals, schools, refugee camFs 
and aid workers could not 4e bustijed 4y any Flausi4le 
security concernM

Aoreover,  self.defence  cannot  4e  invoked  to  commit 
genocideM The ;enocide Convention contains no ezceFtion 
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for self.defenceM If a stateUs actions satisfy the elements 
of  genocide,  the claim of  self.defence 4ecomes legally 
irrelevantM

F–aNas uses huNan shielbsF

Israeli oNcials reFeatedly claimed that Hamas deli4erately 
Flaced military assets  among civilians,  making civilian 
casualties unavoida4leM This argument was central to IsraelUs 
Fu4lic defenceM International humanitarian law does address 
this scenarioM If an adversary uses Frotected sites for military 
FurFoses, those sites can lose their Frotected status 4ut only 
if the military advantage of attacking them is FroFortional to 
the ezFected civilian harm, and only a0er warning is given 
when circumstances FermitM

The evidence from ;a1a demonstrates that IsraelUs resFonse 
far ezceeded these  legal  FarametersM  "ntire  residential 
4locks  were  destroyed  to  target  individual  militantsM 
HosFitals were 4om4ed 4ased on assertions of militant 
Fresence that su4seèuent investigations failed to verifyM 
The FroFortion of civilian deaths to com4atant deaths 
R  aFFrozimately ”–G  according to  most  estimates  R  far 
ezceeded any historical Frecedent for ur4an warfare, even in 
situations where human shields were dejnitively emFloyedM

2urthermore, even if Hamas systematically used human 
shields  8a  claim  contested  4y  many  human  rights 
organisations7, this cannot bustify the deli4erate creation of 
famine conditions, the systematic destruction of civilian 
infrastructure  unrelated  to  military oFerations,  or  the 
eliminationist rhetoric of Israeli leadersM The human shields 
argument  might  theoretically  bustify  targeted  military 
oFerations( it cannot bustify genocideM
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F't-s Bar, not genocibe ? ciGilian beaths are ineGitawleF

This  argument  contends  that  all  wars  Froduce civilian 
casualties and that the deaths in ;a1a, while tragic, are 
the inevita4le conseèuence of armed conéict rather than 
genocideM  This  defence  fails  on  4oth  factual  and  legal 
groundsM

2actually, the scale, systematic nature, and deli4erateness 
of  civilian  destruction  in  ;a1a  far  ezceeded  normal 
warfare FarametersM The use of 5,WWW.Found 4om4s in 
densely.FoFulated areas, the targeting of entire aFartment 
4uildings  to  kill  individual  militants,  the  creation  of 
deli4erately  induced  famine(  these  actions  cannot  4e 
ezFlained as unfortunate 4y.Froducts of warM …egally, the 
argument misunderstands the ;enocide ConventionM 

;enocide  can  occur  during  war,  indeed,  most 
twentieth.century genocides occurred in wartime conteztsM 
The qwandan genocide haFFened during a civil war, the 
Sre4renica genocide occurred during the Bosnian conéict, 
the Holocaust was FerFetrated during Oorld Oar IIM

The ezistence of armed conéict does not Freclude genocide( 
it o0en Frovides the cover for itM The critical èuestion is not 
whether war causes deaths, 4ut whether those deaths result 
from military oFerations conducted within the 4ounds of 
international law or from a systematic camFaign to destroy 
a Frotected grouFM The evidence demonstrates the latterM

F'ntent is iNvossiwle to vroGeF

Some argued that even if IsraelUs actions caused immense 
harm, Froving the sFecijc intent reèuired for genocide is 
insurmounta4ly diNcult– a0er all, Israeli oNcials did not 
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ezFlicitly announce a Flan to destroy Palestinians as a grouFM 
This argument misunderstands how intent is esta4lished in 
international lawM

;enocidal intent can 4e Froven through circumstantial 
evidence R the cumulative weight of statements, actions, and 
Fatterns that, taken together, demonstrate sFecijc intent 
R and the evidentiary record from ;a1a is overwhelmingM 
Israeli  Folitical  and  military  leaders  made  ezFlicitly 
eliminationist statementsM

Defence Ainister 3oav ;allant declared, 9Oe are jghting 
human  animals,  and  we  are  acting  accordinglyM9  He 
announced a 9comFlete siege9 with 9no electricity, no food, 
no fuel, everything is closedM9

President Isaac Her1og stated, 9It is an entire nation out there 
that is resFonsi4leMMM and we will jght until we 4reak their 
4ack4oneM9

These statements, made 4y the highest.ranking oNcials, not 
rogue soldiers, demonstrated intent to target Palestinians 
as a grouFM The comFrehensive nature of the destruction R 
targeting hosFitals, universities, water systems, agricultural 
lands,  residential  4uildings  R  demonstrated  a  Fattern 
inconsistent with military necessity 4ut consistent with 
intentional destruction of the grouFUs caFacity to survive in 
;a1aM

The ratio of civilian to military casualties far ezceeded any 
historical Frecedent for ur4an warfareM IsraelUs sizteen.year 
4lockade, the documented Folicy of 9Futting Palestinians 
on a diet,9 and the systematic denial of 4asic necessities 
Frovided crucial conteztM Ohen ”W Fercent of a territoryUs 
housing is destroyed, when universities, cultural sites and 
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historical archives are systematically 4om4ed, when the 
FoFulation is rendered una4le to sustain itself through 
deli4erate Folicy, intent can 4e inferred from conductM

FThe vovulation has actually increaseb, so there can-t we genocibeF

This argument contends that 4ecause ;a1aUs FoFulation 
grew over Frevious decades, genocide cannot 4e occurringM 
It fundamentally misunderstands the legal dejnition of 
genocideM

;enocide does not reèuire the comFlete elimination of a 
grouF or even the reduction of its overall FoFulationM The 
Convention ezFlicitly covers destruction 9in whole or in 
FartM9 p state can commit genocide against a grouF within 
a dejned territory even if mem4ers of that grouF survive 
elsewhere or if the grouFUs historical FoFulation trend has 
4een FositiveM

Aoreover, FoFulation growth Frior to genocide does not 
immunise later genocidal actsM The Jewish FoFulation of 
"uroFe increased in the decades 4efore the Holocaust( this 
fact did not make the Holocaust any less a genocideM

The Tutsi FoFulation of qwanda grew 4efore GKKx( this 
did not Frevent the genocide that occurred that yearM The 
relevant  èuestion is  whether acts  are 4eing committed 
with intent to destroy the grouF in whole or in Fart( not 
whether those acts have achieved comFlete eztermination 
or reversed long.term demograFhic trendsM

FOther conPicts kill Nore veovle, so Bhy single out 'sraelxF

This argument suggests that if ;a1a constitutes genocide, 
then numerous other conéicts R Syria, 3emen, Sudan R 
must also 4e la4elled as such, and that selective focus on 
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Israel reveals 4ias rather than legal FrinciFle– a deéection 
rather than a defenceM

The èuestion 4efore international courts is not whether 
other conéicts also constitute genocide 8though some may7, 
4ut whether the sFecijc actions in ;a1a satisfy the elements 
of the ;enocide ConventionMMM other atrocities do not ezcuse 
these atrocitiesM

Aoreover,  the  comFarison  fails  on  the  meritsM  Ohile 
other conéicts have Froduced higher a4solute death tolls, 
few demonstrate  the  same  com4ination  of  systematic 
destruction,  eliminationist  rhetoric,  deli4erate creation 
of  conditions  incomFati4le  with  grouF  survival,  and 
comFrehensive targeting of a FoFulationUs a4ility to sustain 
itselfM

The issue is not 4ody count alone, 4ut the Fattern of conduct 
and the intent 4ehind itM The aFFroFriate resFonse to this 
argument is– if other situations constitute genocide, they 
should 4e Frosecuted as suchM The ezistence of other crimes 
does not ezcuse this oneM

South Africa v. Israel: The Pague Wroceedings

Ohen the Court oFened hearings in January 5W5x, the 
contrast 4etween the sterile legal environment of The Hague 
and the 4rutal reality in ;a1a was starkM

South pfricaUs case received crucial conteztual 4olstering 
from Frofound legal arguments a4out the very foundation 
of the occuFationM In a landmark address to the ICJ on 
4ehalf of the …eague of pra4 States on 5K 2e4ruary 5W5x, 
Senior Counsel Dr qalFh Oilde outlined what he termed 
the 9ezistential illegality of Israeli occuFationM9 He Fresented 
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a comFrehensive historical  legal  argument that  IsraelUs 
statehood in GKx“ constituted an 9illegal secession9 that 
violated the Palestinian FeoFleUs right to self.determination, 
a right that originated in the sacred trust o4ligations of 
prticle 55 of the …eague CovenantM

FThe Malestinian veovle haGe ween benieb the eCercise of their 
legal right to selfHbeterNination through the centuryHlong Giolent 
colonial anb racist eSort to estawlish a nationHstate eCclusiGely 
for the JeBish veovle in the lanb of Aanbatory Malestine,F Oilde 
stated with FrecisionM

He detailed the violations arising from what he termed the 
9regime of racial domination 8aFartheid79 and concluded 
with  a  Fowerful  demand– FThe  occuvation  Nust  enb 
iNNebiately" 'srael Nust renounce all soGereignty claiNs, anb 
all settlers Nust we reNoGeb iNNebiately""" 'srael lacks any legal 
entitleNent to eCercise authority oGer the Malestinian territory"F

This framing Frovided the historical and legal 4edrock uFon 
which the charge of genocide was 4uilt, conteztualising 
the  immediate  violence  within  decades  of  systematic 
oFFressionM

The  stark  reality of  the  genocide  4ecame increasingly 
unavoida4le on the glo4al stage, Farticularly at the )nited 
:ationsM pt the ): ;eneral pssem4ly on ‘ Aarch 5W5x, the 
worldUs Fatience with IsraelUs bustijcations visi4ly wore thin 
in a dramatic session that highlighted the growing isolation 
of the Israeli FositionM

Ohile the Palestinian reFresentative held uF a Ficture of 
an emaciated child who had starved to death in a 4arely 
functioning hosFital bust the day 4efore, IsraelUs pm4assador, 
;ilad "rdan, struck out with what o4servers descri4ed as a 
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94reathtakingly unFrofessional9 Ferformance, regurgitating 
largely de4unked allegations of  sezual  violence from ” 
Lcto4erM

He claimed the ):Us silence on HamasUs sezual violence 
9turns this glo4al initiative into a sick bokeM9 However, a ): 
investigation into the matter released the same day revealed 
it was only 9likely9 there had 4een some sezual violence and 
nota4ly was 9una4le to interview any of them,9 while jnding 
some of the most graFhic allegations, like that of a Fregnant 
womanUs wom4 4eing torn oFen, to 4e 9unfoundedM9

The  Ferformance  was  so  disastrous  that  "rdan  was 
immediately recalled to Jerusalem for 9consultations9 R 
a rare diFlomatic re4uke that crystallised how the world 
aFFeared to have run out of Fatience with IsraelM

The  sFectacle  highlighted  the  widening  gaF  4etween 
IsraelUs narrative and the evidence 4eing documented 4y 
indeFendent investigatorsM

Theatre Hf Contempt

By the jnal year of the ;a1a war, Israel’s relationshiF with 
the )nited :ations had ceased to resem4le diFlomacy at allM 
It had 4ecome something closer to theatre, a seèuence of 
stunts, Frovocations and deli4erate humiliations designed 
not  to  Fersuade 4ut  to  signal  immunity from law and 
censureM This transformation was not accidentalM  It was 
em4odied jrst 4y Israel’s am4assador, ;ilad "rdan, and then 
carried forward with a colder, more a4rasive edge 4y his 
successor Danny DanonM

"rdan set the tone earlyM 3ears 4efore the 5W5' escalation, 
in televised Security Council de4ates he once triggered a 

G‘'

PRO
O
F



rocket siren recording during discussions a4out hostilities 
4etween Israel and ;a1a, a theatrical auditory 4ackdroF 
that shi0ed the session’s gravity from legal discourse to 
emotional sFectacleM The stunt was widely interFreted as 
a deli4erate e-ort to frame the crisis not as a èuestion of 
law and civilian Frotection 4ut as one of fear and threat, 
sidesteFFing the very institutional norms the cham4er was 
designed to uFholdM

In  Lcto4er  5W5',  as  ;a1a’s  devastation  mounted  and 
): scrutiny intensijed, "rdan and other Israeli delegates 
aFFeared at the Security Council wearing yellow Star of 
David  4adges  with  the  slogan  ğ:ever  pgain,€  invoking 
Holocaust imagery to deéect criticism of Israel’s camFaignM 
3ad •ashem, Israel’s own Holocaust memorial authority, 
Fu4licly  condemned  the  gesture  as  a  desecration  of 
Holocaust  memory  and  counterFroductive  to  Israel’s 
diFlomatic standingM

pt the height of the ;eneral pssem4ly de4ate, "rdan again 
4lended sym4olism with sFectacleM In Aay 5W5x, as the 
pssem4ly advanced a vote on Palestinian statehood, he 
aFFroached the Fodium with a miniature FaFer shredder 
and fed into it a Frinted coFy of the )nited :ations Charter, 
the legal foundation of the institutionM Cameras rolled as it 
was destroyed, transforming what should have 4een so4er 
legal contention into a gesture of reFudiationM

Ohen Danny Danon succeeded "rdan in pugust 5W5x, the 
FroFs were fewer 4ut the contemFt no less FronouncedM In 
:ovem4er 5W5x he targeted a Feace themed art installation 
in the ;eneral pssem4ly lo44y that included children’s 
drawings  and  èuilted  aFFeals  from  around  the  world, 
including Palestinian contri4utionsM Danon denounced it as 
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hostile to Israel and the disFuted Fieces were removed from 
the ):’s own headèuartersM

pll of this unfolded while the toll of Israel’s military assault 
on ;a1a 4ecame unFrecedented for the )nited :ations 
itselfM 2rom Lcto4er 5W5' through mid 5W5x, at least GK' ): 
relief workers were killed in ;a1a, the deadliest conéict on 
record for ): Fersonnel in such a concentrated FeriodM By 
late 5W5x, ):qOp alone reForted more than GWW of its own 
sta- killed, including teachers, doctors and aid workers who 
died while delivering food or sheltering familiesM

In SeFtem4er 5W5x, a ): run school sheltering disFlaced 
civilians in :useirat was struck, killing siz ): sta-M The 
): leadershiF called it totally unacceFta4leM By 5W5‘, glo4al 
data4ases recorded the deadliest year ever for humanitarian 
workers, nearly half of them in ;a1aM The ): humanitarian 
chief  called  it  a  shameful  indictment  of  international 
inactionM

3et inside the cham4ers where these deaths were discussed, 
Israel’s Fosture was o0en one of dismissalM During long 
Security Council sessions in which "uroFean and ;lo4al 
South delegates laid out Israel’s 4reaches of international 
law,  Danon  was  freèuently  seen  looking  down  at  his 
Fhone, scrolling, 4arely acknowledging that the sFeeches 
were taking FlaceM Ohen the )nited States delegate sFoke, 
he looked uF,  he listenedM  It  was not accidental,  it  was 
FerformanceM  Israel  did  not  need  the  )nited  :ations 
4ecause it had OashingtonM

2rom "rdan’s sirens and shredders to Danon’s removal of 
Feace art and visi4le disengagement, Israel’s ): mission 
4ecame a theatre of dejanceM The rules still ezistedM The 
institutions  still  metM  The words  were still  sFokenM  But 
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everyone in the cham4er could see which of those things 
Israel’s reFresentatives truly resFectedM

From Theatre to Tribunal

Back in The Hague,  South pfrican pdvocate •aughan 
…owe VC, his voice steady with the weight of the moment, 
argued that IsraelUs  conduct reFresented 9a calculated 
Fattern of  conduct  indicating a genocidal  intentM9  He 
Fresented the world with the images it had scrolled Fast 
in its social media feeds– the starving child, the doctor 
oFerating 4y Fhone light, the mass graveM

His  methodical  Fresentation  wove  together  the 
statements of Israeli leaders with the oFerational reality 
on the ground, creating a comFelling case that this was 
not random violence 4ut a coordinated camFaignM

Ln  56  January  5W5x,  the  ICJ  issued  its  Frovisional 
ruling  in  a  decision  that  would  rever4erate  across 
the international communityM The Fhrasing was legally 
cautious,  as  4ejtted the worldUs  highest  court,  4ut its 
imFact was seismic–

FThe Uourt consibers that the facts anb circuNstances Nentioneb 
awoGe are suYcient to conclube that at least soNe of the rights 
claiNeb wy Wouth Efrica anb for Bhich it is seeking vrotection 
are vlausiwle" This is the case Bith resvect to the right of the 
Malestinians in 1aIa to we vrotecteb froN acts of genocibe anb 
relateb vrohiwiteb acts ibentideb in Erticle '''"""F

The Court ordered Israel to take all measures within its 
Fower to Frevent acts of genocide, to Frevent and Funish 
direct and Fu4lic incitement to genocide, to take immediate 
and e-ective measures to ensure the Frovision of 4asic 
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services and humanitarian aid, and to Freserve evidence of 
Fotential violationsM

It  was a stunning, historic re4uke that marked the jrst 
time a Oestern.4acked state had 4een formally accused of 
genocide at the worldUs highest court, and the jrst time the 
court had found such claims 9Flausi4leM9

Law In Motion

The ICJUs Frovisional ruling acted as a catalyst, triggering 
Farallel  legal  Frocesses  across  the  international  bustice 
system and energising human rights organisations that had 
4een comFiling evidence for monthsM

To  understand  what  followed  reèuires  distinguishing 
4etween  the  various  institutions  involved–  the  ICJ 
adbudicates disFutes 4etween states, while the International 
Criminal Court 8ICC7 Frosecutes individuals for war crimes 
and crimes against humanity( meanwhile, organisations like 
pmnesty International and Human qights Oatch serve as 
indeFendent documentarians whose jndings inform 4oth 
courts and Fu4lic discourseM

The ICC, long Faralysed over the èuestion of Palestine due 
to Folitical Fressure, saw its Prosecutor, Varim Vhan VC, 
come under immense Fu4lic and Frofessional Fressure to 
actM

In 2e4ruary 5W5x,  he announced the ezFansion of  the 
courtUs ongoing investigation into the Situation in Palestine 
to include the events of ” Lcto4er and their a0ermath, 
with a sFecijc focus on starvation as a method of warfare, 
indiscriminate attacks on civilian infrastructure, and the 
targeting of Frotected sites like hosFitals and schoolsM
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Lther mabor human rights organisations contri4uted crucial 
evidence that jlled out the Ficture of systematic violationsM 

pmnesty International documented over 'WW direct attacks 
on schools  and hosFitals,  many 4earing the distinctive 
4last signatures of )S.made JDpAs, suggesting deli4erate 
targeting rather than accidental damageM

Human qights Oatch conducted forensic investigations that 
traced the use of white FhosFhorus in densely FoFulated 
civilian  neigh4ourhoods  of  ;a1a  City  and  Beit  …ahia, 
comFlete with video evidence and munition identijcation 
that le0 little dou4t a4out the nature of the weaFons 4eing 
deFloyedM

Lzfam Fu4lished a devastating reFort titled 9"ngineered 
2amine,9  detailing  what  it  called  the  9intentional  and 
systematic  o4struction9  of  food  convoys  4y the  Israeli 
military, correlating Fermit denials with rising malnutrition 
rates in a Fattern that suggested deli4erate starvation of the 
civilian FoFulationM

The ): LNce for the Coordination of Humanitarian p-airs 
8LCHp7,  usually restrained  in  its  diFlomatic  language, 
descri4ed ;a1a in an internal memo as 9a tezt4ook case of 
collective Funishment, unfolding in real timeM9

"ven tyFically cautious legal o4servers 4egan sFeaking of 
9comFlicity cascades9– the riFFle e-ect 4y which weaFons 
suFFliers, jnanciers, and Folicymakers in Oestern nations 
4ecame Fotential defendants in future cases for their role in 
ena4ling the atrocitiesM

This comFlicity was starkly outlined 4y Craig Aokhi4er, 
the former ): human rights  chief,  who on 5W Aarch 
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5W5‘ condemned  IsraelUs  actions  as  genocide  in  the 
clearest terms yet from a senior ): oNcialM He stated 
that Israeli oNcials acted with what he called 9the sound 
of  imFunityMMM  guaranteed  4y  the  government  of  the 
)nited States,9 and emFhasised that under the ;enocide 
Convention, every state has an 9aNrmative o4ligation 
to Frevent genocide,9 a duty that Oestern nations were 
oFenly violating 4y ena4ling the killingM

F.ot only are countries like the ”niteb Wtates anb 1erNany 
failing  in  their  buty  to  stov  genocibe  ?  they  are  actually 
enawling it, in birect Giolation of international laB,F Aokhi4er 
sFoke with the authority of his decades of human rights 
ezFerienceM

He  Fointedly  contrasted  this  Oestern  failure  with 
3emenUs  actions,  noting  that  the  Houthi  authorities 
were 9fuljlling their legal duty to Frevent genocide 4y 
disruFting IsraelUs a4ility to continue its mass killings9 
through  their  naval  oFerations(  a  controversial  4ut 
legally.signijcant  interFretation  that  highlighted  the 
4reakdown of traditional enforcement mechanismsM

p jnal, dejnitive condemnation came from the ):Us own 
IndeFendent International Commission of InèuiryM In a 
stark jnal 4riejng on 5K Lcto4er 5W5‘, chaired 4y :avi 
Pillay, the commission Fresented its conclusion that– FThe 
Wtate of 'srael is resvonsiwle for the coNNission of four genocibal 
acts in 1aIa Bith the svecidc intent to bestroy Malestinians 
in 1aIa"F It also found that 9the Israeli Fresident, Frime 
minister, and former defence minister have incited the 
commission of genocideM9

Commissioner Chris Sidoti was uneèuivocal when asked 
if  HamasUs  crimes  on  ”  Lcto4er  bustijed  the  military 
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camFaign– FThere is an awsolute vrohiwition against genocibe" >ou 
cannot vleab selfHbefence"F

'estern Complicity

The legal reckoning èuickly sFread westward, transforming 
from a diFlomatic irritation into a tangi4le legal threat 
for the  Oestern governments  that  had ena4led IsraelUs 
camFaignM

In …ondon, lawyers within the 2oreign, Commonwealth and 
DeveloFment LNce 82CDL7 circulated classijed memos 
warning in stark terms that continued weaFons ezForts 
could render the )V 9bointly comFlicit in genocidal actsM9 
Lne such memo, leaked to The ;uardian in pFril 5W5x, 
revealed that senior oNcials had raised the alarm as early 
as :ovem4er 5W5', 4ut had 4een overruled 4y ministerial 
direction that Frioritised the Folitical relationshiF with 
Israel over legal o4ligationsM

Sir  Veir  Starmer,  widely  Ferceived  as  IsraelUs  staunch 
advocate within )V Folitics, initially aFFeared to grant Israel 
carte 4lanche in its resFonse to the Hamas attacksM This 
Fosition was crystallised during an …BC radio interview 
on GG Lcto4er 5W5'M Ohen Fressed 4y host :ick 2errari 
on whether a total siege of ;a1a R cutting o- water and 
electricity R could 4e bustijed, Starmer uneèuivocally stated, 
9I think that Israel does have that rightM9

His remark was interFreted as a 4lanket endorsement of 
IsraelUs military camFaign, including its intensijed 4om4ing 
and the unfolding siegeM However, a swi0 and massive Fu4lic 
4acklash, driven 4y the widesFread circulation of real.time 
images deFicting the slaughter of civilians in ;a1a, caused 
StarmerUs credi4ility and FoFularity to nosediveM 
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Caught in the Folitical jrestorm, he and his oNce scram4led 
to contain the damageM They issued clarijcations claiming 
his 9right9 referred only to a general FrinciFle of self.defence 
under international law, and he hastily emFhasised the need 
for humanitarian aid and legal comFliance– a clear retreat 
from his initial Fermissive stance as he attemFted to regain 
control of a narrative shattered 4y the visi4le reality of the 
warUs imFact on civiliansM

Lammyxs Lies: Arms E,ports- Warliamentary Deception

This  comFlicity  went  far  4eyond  Fassive  diFlomatic 
suFFortE

In  Aay 5W5‘,  2oreign  Secretary  David  …ammy found 
himself  facing calls  for international  Frosecution  a0er 
new evidence revealed he may have lied to Parliament 
and  actively facilitated  Israeli  war  crimes  in  ;a1aM  pn 
investigation 4y bournalist  Aatt  Vennard,  Fu4lished 4y 
DroFsite :ews, uncovered trade data showing that more 
than “,6'W munitions were sent  from the )V to Israel 
4etween SeFtem4er 5W5x and 2e4ruary 5W5‘ aer� …ammy 
had told Parliament those ezForts had 4een susFendedM

In SeFtem4er 5W5x, …ammy had stood 4efore Parliament 
and  announced  that  Britain  had  susFended  5K  arms 
ezFort  licences  to  IsraelM  He  assured  lawmakers  that 
remaining shiFments were 9defensive in nature9 and that the 
government had taken a FrinciFled stand against Fotential 
violations of international humanitarian lawM

Customs records from Israel, however, directly contradicted 
this claimM pmong the ezForted items were critical Farts for 
the 2.'‘ jghter bet, the same aircra0 4eing used to 4om4 
hosFitals, schools, and refugee camFs across ;a1aM The )VUs 
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own legal advisers had warned there was a 9clear risk9 
these  aircra0  would  4e  used  to  violate  international 
humanitarian lawM

…ammy knew thisM  He  had  access  to  the  intelligence 
reFortsM He understood what these Farts would 4e used 
for, and he signed o- on the ezForts anywayM

The F35J Carve3Hut

Internal government documents revealed that …ammy, 
in coordination with Defence Secretary John Healey, had 
deli4erately facilitated an ezceFtion to allow 2.'‘ ezForts 
to continue, desFite the clear legal adviceM Court jlings 
showed …a4our had delayed susFending any ezForts for 
jve weeks a0er it Frivately concluded that )V arms could 
4e  used in  war crimes,  while  the  record showed that 
during that jve.week Feriod, G,”G6 Palestinians were killed 
in ;a1aM

In  one  documented  case  referenced  in  VennardUs 
investigation, an 2.'‘ airstrike on a designated 9safe 1one9 
killed KW civilians in a single attackM

FTo keev eCvorting those varts anyBay, knoBing Bhat they 
Bere boing Bith theN ? that-s not oGersight" That-s aibing Nass 
Nurber,Fsaid phmed p4ofoul, a ;a1a.4orn lawyer with the 
Palestinian human.rights grouF pl.Haè, who lost over 6W 
relatives in Israeli attacksM p4ofoul descri4ed …ammy and 
Prime Ainister Veir Starmer as 9monstrous war criminalsM9

The BustiUcation: Wrotecting American Nusiness

Ohy  did  the  government  carve  out  this  ezceFtion+ 
Court documents revealed the answer– to 9maintain )S 
conjdence9  in  the  )V  defence  sector,  Farticularly  its 
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colla4oration with …ockheed Aartin, the lead manufacturer 
of the 2.'‘M

In  other  words,  British  arms  ezForts  to  ena4le 
Fotential  war  crimes  were  Frioritised  to  Frotect 
4usiness relationshiFs with pmerican defence contractors, 
reFresenting a Frofound su4ordination of international law 
to pnglo.pmerican military and commercial interestsM The 
message was clear–  Frojt and alliance Folitics trumFed 
Palestinian lives and legal o4ligationsM

…egal ezFerts Fointed to several Fotential charges under 
the qome Statute– aiding war crimes, failure to Frevent 
genocide, material suFFort for crimes against humanity and 
o4struction of bustice through false declarationsM

The full eztent of the )VUs involvement was further ezFosed 
at the ;a1a Tri4unal, a FeoFleUs inèuiry held in Oestminster 
on  SeFtem4er  ‘.”,  5W5‘,  which  served  as  a  Fowerful 
alternative to oNcial investigations that the government 
had 4lockedM Lver two days, witnesses delivered searing 
testimony that  Fainted  a  Ficture  of  systematic  British 
comFlicityM

Aatt Vennard testijed that qp2 pkrotiri in CyFrus had 
4ecome the 9central international site for suFForting and 
suFFlying IsraelUs genocide,9 with qp2 surveillance éights 
Froviding x” Fercent of all reconnaissance missions over 
;a1a R  9more  than dou4le  Israel  itself9  R  and feeding 
real.time targeting data to Israeli forces that was used in 
oFerations causing mass civilian casualtiesM

Professor :ick Aaynard, an Lzford cancer surgeon who 
had volunteered reFeatedly in ;a1aUs hosFitals, descri4ed 
what he witnessed as 9daily war crimes,9 emotionally reliving 
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the trauma of treating children like pli and 3ara without 
Fainkillers a0er their family was killed in a 4om4ingM F' can 
still hear their screaNs,F he testijed, his voice 4reakingM

Dr :atalie qo4erts of A?decins Sans 2rontiZres 8AS27 called 
the situation a 9comFlete and utter humanitarian disaster9 
that was entirely man.made, noting that G5 of her AS2 
colleagues had 4een killed while clearly marked as medical 
FersonnelM

Inside Hut

But the most  damning evidence came from inside the 
British state itself, where oNcials resFonsi4le for regulating 
arms ezForts 4egan to ezFose the deli4erate machinery of 
concealment that allowed the war to continueM

Aark Smith, a former 2oreign LNce diFlomat and lead 
adviser on arms ezFort  licensing,  revealed that  he was 
ğroutinely asked to change€ assessments in order to ğmake 
the situation look less 4ad€, with sensitive conversations 
deli4erately keFt o- the record to avoid creating a FaFer trail 
that could later 4e used in legal FroceedingsM 

ps a Fenholder on Aiddle "ast  and :orth pfrica arms 
sales, Smith was resFonsi4le for budging whether British 
weaFons could lawfully 4e suFFlied under domestic and 
international law, yet what he encountered was a system 
designed  not  to  test  legality  4ut  to  manage  Folitical 
riskM qeForts documenting civilian deaths and destruction 
were reFeatedly returned to him for re4alancing, evidence 
of harm was downFlayed, and ver4al instructions were 
su4stituted  for  written  ones  so  that  nothing  could  4e 
disclosed under freedom of information or later scrutinised 
in courtM
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Ohen he warned that the legal threshold for halting arms 
ezForts  had  4een  crossed,  he  was  ignoredM  The  same 
Fattern had already occurred with Saudi pra4ia during the 
war in 3emen, when oNcials acknowledged Frivately that 
the )nited Vingdom had ezceeded its own legal test 4ut 
continued ezForts anyway until a budicial review forced a 
susFensionM Instead of reforming the system a0er losing 
in court, ministers èuietly altered the law to make future 
challenges harder, allowing arms sales to resume under even 
weaker oversightM Ohat Smith witnessed in relation to Israel, 
amid the destruction of ;a1a, was even more severeM

That internal reality was conjrmed 4y 2ran Heathcote, 
Fresident of the PCS union reFresenting civil  servants, 
who disclosed that government workers were 4eing forced 
to choose 4etween their bo4s and comFlicity in genocideM 
Instead of  addressing the legal  risks  they were raising, 
the  government  o-ered  them  ğconversations  with  Hq 
and  counsellors€,  a  resFonse  Heathcote  condemned  as 
ğa  dereliction of  duty€ that  Flaced civil  servants  in  an 
imFossi4le ethical FositionM

The legal meaning of that conduct was stated oFenly 4y 
2or1 Vhan, a veteran British 4arrister with more than thirty 
years of ezFerience in criminal law, who told a ;a1a tri4unal 
that  ğit  is  highly likely that  the Prime Ainister of  this 
country is guilty of genocide€, adding that the evidence 
overwhelmingly fuljlled  the  test  for Frosecution,  with 
Folitical Frotection 4eing the sole 4arrier to accounta4ilityM

The Fressure inside government 4ecame so intense that 
resignations  followedM  In  pugust  5W5x,  Smith  himself 
steFFed down a0er months of whistle4lowing had 4een 
stonewalled, and in a letter that sFread raFidly through 
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Ohitehall he wrote that he could no longer, ğin good 
conscience sign ezFort licences for comFonents that I 
know will 4e used in the annihilation of a FeoFle€M His 
resignation crystallised what many oNcials already knew, 
that a system advertised as ro4ust and transFarent had in 
Fractice 4ecome a mechanism for ena4ling atrocity while 
insulating ministers from legal ezFosureM

The Law Turns on Its Hwn

British and pmerican courts 4ecame new 4attlegrounds in 
the legal struggleM p coalition of :;Ls jled for a budicial 
review of the governmentUs arms ezFort Folicy, arguing 
it violated the ;enocide Convention and the )VUs own 
"zFort Control pctM Similar lawsuits were jled in Canada, 
the :etherlands, and ;ermany, all 4ased on the same 
Fowerful argument– under international law, states have 
a Fositive duty to Frevent genocide, not to Frojt from it 
through arms salesM

In Oashington, the State DeFartmentUs …egal pdviserUs 
LNce Froduced a classijed 'W.Fage memo, later o4tained 
4y PBS 2rontline, warning that 9the factual Fredicates 
for  a  jnding  of  genocide  are  suNciently  Flausi4le 
that  continued  arms  transfers  Fose  a  material  legal 
risk to senior oNcialsM9 The documentUs leak created a 
jrestorm, and congressional hearings grew acrimonious 
as  legislators  confronted  the  administration  over  its 
suFFort for IsraelM

Ohen  the  )S  Senator  Bernie  Sanders  for  •ermont 
invoked the …eahy …aw to demand a halt to o-ensive 
weaFons shiFments, his words echoed through a cham4er 
that was half.emFty 4ut was 4eing recorded for historyM
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2or  decades,  the  rule  of  law  had  4een  treated  4y 
Oestern  Fowers  as  a  moral  accessory,  a  tool  to  4e 
wielded selectively against adversaries while ezemFting 
themselves and their alliesM :ow, through the determined 
e-orts of activists, lawyers, and whistle.4lowers, it was 
returning as a tangi4le lia4ility that threatened not bust 
Israel 4ut its ena4lers in Oestern caFitalsM

Turkeyxs znprecedented Move

The  momentum  generated  4y  the  ICJ  ruling  sFread 
4eyond The HagueM Ln ” :ovem4er 5W5‘, Turkey issued 
arrest warrants for '” senior Israeli oNcials, including 
Prime Ainister Benbamin :etanyahu, Defence Ainister 
3israel Vat1, :ational Security Ainister Itamar Ben.;vir, 
Chief of Sta- "yal áamir, and :avy Commander David 
Saar SalamaM The charges– genocide and crimes against 
humanity during IsraelUs war in ;a1aM

The  announcement  from  the  Istan4ul  Chief  Pu4lic 
ProsecutorUs  LNce  marked  one  of  the  4oldest 
aFFlications of universal burisdiction in recent decadesM It 
followed a year.long investigation into alleged systematic 
attacks on civilians, hosFitals, and aid convoys in the ;a1a 
StriFM The Turkish FrosecutorUs jndings detailed a Fattern 
4etween  Lcto4er  5W5'  and  Lcto4er  5W5‘  of  Israeli 
Folitical and military leaders engaging in 9systematic acts 
of genocide and crimes against humanityM9

The allegations focused on sFecijc incidents– the G” Lcto4er 
5W5' 4om4ing of ;a1aUs pl.phli BaFtist HosFital, which 
killed more than ‘WW FeoFle( the Aarch 5W5x destruction 
of the Turkish.Palestinian 2riendshiF HosFital( the 4lockade 
and deFrivation of humanitarian aid throughout 5W5x and 
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5W5‘ and targeted attacks on medical facilities, schools and 
bournalistsM

The statement added that the accused 9deli4erately used 
starvation,  deFrivation,  and  collective  Funishment  as 
methods of warfare,9 and that such acts constitute genocide 
under 4oth Turkish and international lawM

)nder  TurkeyUs  Penal  Code,  crimes  such  as  genocide, 
war  crimes,  and  crimes  against  humanity  are  ezemFt 
from statutes of limitation and can 4e Frosecuted even 
if  committed  a4road  4y non.Turkish  citi1ensM  Turkish 
courts  claimed  burisdiction  over  these  crimes  under 
international  treaties  ratijed  4y Turkey,  including  the 
;enocide Convention and the ;eneva ConventionsM

The  country’s  4old  move  signalled  its  determination 
to Fursue accounta4ility where international institutions 
had falteredM It also underscored pnkaraUs long.standing 
suFFort  for the  Palestinian  cause  and President  qeceF 
TayyiF "rdo£anUs insistence that IsraelUs camFaign in ;a1a 
reFresented 9the most 4rutal massacre of the 5Gst centuryM9

Israel condemned the warrants as Folitically motivated, 
with 2oreign Ainister ;ideon SaUar dismissing the move 
as 9a Fu4licity stunt9 and accusing pnkara of weaFonising 
international law for FroFaganda FurFosesM Israeli oNcials 
said the decision had no legal standing outside Turkey 
and vowed to Frotect their leaders from arrest a4roadM 
:onetheless, the warrants comFlicated international travel 
for the named oNcialsM

Several Israeli media outlets reForted that legal advisers had 
already warned oNcials against travelling to burisdictions 
where  the  warrants  could  4e  enforced,  esFecially  to 
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countries  maintaining  eztradition  treaties  or  budicial 
cooFeration with TurkeyM

The  Palestinian  2oreign  Ainistry  welcomed  TurkeyUs 
decision as 9a victory for the FrinciFle of bustice,9 urging 
other nations to follow suitM Human.rights grouFs called 
the move a 4reakthrough in the glo4al e-ort to hold Israeli 
leaders accounta4le, while legal scholars noted that even 
sym4olic actions carried weight, restricting mo4ility and 
increasing Folitical FressureM

FThese Barrants vlace a legal Narker in the recorb of history,F 
one international law ezFert said, Fanb that alone can inPuence 
future vrosecutions"F

The Istan4ul Frosecutor conjrmed that the warrants had 
4een forwarded to international Folicing authorities, and 
Turkey  was  ezFected  to  reèuest  InterFol  red  noticesM 
Ohether  InterFol  acted  remained  uncertain,  as  such 
reèuests o0en deFended on Folitical consensus, 4ut the 
sym4olic weight was undenia4leM

The  warrants  further  strained  Israel.Turkey  relations, 
already tense since pnkara ezFelled the Israeli am4assador 
in  Aay  5W5x  amid  mass  Frotests  over  the  ;a1a  warM 
DiFlomatically, the decision signalled to other governments, 
Farticularly in "uroFe and the ;lo4al South, that Turkey 
intended to  assert  leadershiF  in  the  legal  jght  against 
imFunityE If any country acted on these warrants, it could 
set a mabor Frecedent for the Fractical use of universal 
burisdictionM

TurkeyUs issuance of the arrest warrants marked a historic 
moment in the evolving Fursuit of accounta4ilityM Ohile 
actual  arrests  might  never  occur,  the  legal  and  moral 
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weight of the decision could not 4e easily dismissedM 2or 
Palestinians, it reFresented long.delayed recognitionM 2or 
Israel, it was a legal and diFlomatic challenge, and for 
the international community, it was a reminder that the 
worldUs Fatience with imFunity R even for Fowerful states 
R was wearing thinM

The Israeli oNcials named 4y Turkey, led 4y Benbamin 
:etanyahu, now face the Fossi4ility, however remote, of 
arrest for alleged genocide and crimes against humanityM

The Legal Activists Europe Could Rot Ignore

Ohile  states  moved  slowly,  civil  society  moved  fastM 
In  the  sFan  of  bust  ten  days  in  :ovem4er  5W5‘, 
the  Brussels.4ased  Hind  qaba4  2oundation  launched 
three mabor legal challenges( against a "uroFean )nion 
jnancial institution, an Israeli eztremist on ") soil and 
a former Israeli Frime ministerM Together, these actions 
marked one of the most comFrehensive attemFts yet 
4y a civil society organisation to aFFly international law 
to alleged crimes committed in ;a1a, as well as to the 
"uroFean structures accused of ena4ling themM

2ounded in SeFtem4er 5W5x, the Hind qaba4 2oundation 
has  raFidly  Fositioned  itself  as  a  central  hu4 
for  universal.burisdiction  litigationM  Its  jlings  R  in 
…uzem4ourg, Brussels, and Varlsruhe R reFresented a 
coordinated Fush to hold not only individual FerFetrators 
accounta4le, 4ut also the institutions and governments 
that underFinned Israeli military activityM

The most structurally signijcant case came on x :ovem4er, 
when the "uroFean Investment Bank formally acceFted an 
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Hq2 comFlaint accusing it of jnancing Israeli institutions 
imFlicated in violations of international lawM

pccording  to  the  foundation,  more  than  !G  4illion  of 
"IB funding had éowed to Israeli 4anks and comFanies 
that  aFFeared in the )nited :ationsU 5W5W data4ase of 
corForate actors involved in settlement construction and 
land  aFFroFriation  in  the  occuFied  Oest  BankM  These 
included mabor jnancial institutions such as Bank …eumi 
and industrial conglomerates such as "lectra ;rouFM

By  deeming  the  comFlaint  9admissi4le9  and  oFening 
a  formal  assessment,  the  "IBUs  internal  ComFlaints 
Aechanism entered uncharted territoryM It was the jrst 
time an ") institution must  Fu4licly evaluate whether 
its  jnancing  activities  may have  suFForted  what  Hq2 
called  9a  system  of  aFartheid  and  illegal  colonisationM9 
The  foundation  argued  that  such  jnancing  was  not 
neutral develoFment suFFort, 4ut rather a mechanism that 
9strengthens institutions directly involved in settlement 
ezFansion, forced evictions, land sei1ures and systematic 
violence against PalestiniansM9

The case could have sweeFing imFlicationsM The "IB was the 
worldUs largest multilateral lender, and its funding Fractices 
o0en set standards for other "uroFean and international 
develoFment 4anksM If its comFlaint mechanism found that 
the "IB violated its own human.rights Folicies or ") law, 
it could force changes in the institutionUs aFFroach to Israel 
and Fotentially trigger similar reviews in other "uroFean 
4odiesM

Just  days 4efore the "IB decision,  on 'G Lcto4er,  Hq2 
jled  a  criminal  comFlaint  in  ;ermany against  "lkana 
2ederman, an Israeli national aNliated with the eztremist 
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settler grouF Tsav K and the Vjr BrigadeUs Battalion KxM 
The comFlaint, jled with the 2ederal Pu4lic Prosecutor 
in  Varlsruhe,  accused  2ederman  of  war  crimes  and 
crimes against humanity under ;ermanyUs Code of Crimes 
pgainst International …aw, one of the worldUs  strongest 
universal.burisdiction statutesM

Hq2 alleged that 2ederman FarticiFated in, and Fu4licly 
glorijed, the torture of Palestinian detainees at the Sde 
Teiman  detention  centre(  used  his  dog  as  a  tool  of 
a4use, 4oasting in interviews that it 9dealt with Palestinian 
Frisoners9,  and  took Fart  in  orchestrated  4lockades  of 
humanitarian aid convoys, contri4uting to the starvation of 
civilians in ;a1aM

Crucially, Hq2 said 2ederman was Fhysically Fresent in 
;ermany, attending a Fu4lic event in Berlin on Lcto4er 
'WM )nder universal.burisdiction law, ;erman authorities 
were  legally Fermitted  R  and in  some cases  o4liged R 
to arrest susFects on ;erman soil if credi4le allegations 
of international crimes ezistedM The foundation called for 
2edermanUs immediate detention, citing a high risk of éightM

Ohether  ;ermany would  act  remained  uncertain,  4ut 
Hq2Us  move  followed a  Fattern–  "uroFean Frosecutors 
faced mounting Fressure to enforce universal.burisdiction 
o4ligations in cases related to the ;a1a warM

The most Folitically ezFlosive jling targeted "hud Llmert, 
IsraelUs Frime minister during LFeration Cast …ead– the 
5WW“R5WWK military o-ensive in ;a1a that killed more than 
G,'WW Palestinians and levelled entire neigh4ourhoodsM

Hq2 urged ;erman authorities to investigate Llmert for 
command resFonsi4ility, arguing that as IsraelUs head of 
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government  he  held  ultimate  authority over decisions 
that resulted in widesFread civilian deaths, the destruction 
of residential districts, and the 4om4ardment of schools, 
hosFitals  and  ):  facilitiesM  Llmert  was  reFortedly  in 
;ermany to attend the Haaret1 Democracy Conference, 
FromFting  Hq2  to  call  for  authorities  to  Frevent  his 
deFartureM

Taken  together,  the  three  cases  illuminated  Hq2Us 
multi.tiered strategy–

W Institutional accounta4ility R forcing "uroFean 4odies to 
confront their role in jnancing Israeli oFerations

W Aid.level  FerFetrator  accounta4ility  R  targeting 
individuals  like  2ederman  who  were  not  shielded  4y 
Folitical oNce

W High.level  Folitical  accounta4ility  R  challenging  the 
imFunity of  senior Israeli  leaders  for Fast  and Fresent 
military camFaigns

Europol Meeting Shakes the Lobby

Then came a develoFment that transformed Hq2 from 
aggressive litigator into institutional interlocutorE

Ln 55 Lcto4er 5W5‘, "uroFol R the ")Us Folicing agency 
R  invited  Hq2  to  sFeak  at  its  annual  conference  at 
headèuarters in The HagueM The invitation, disclosed 4y 
Hq2 on GK :ovem4er, drew jerce criticism from Fro.Israel 
lo44y  networks,  even  as  human.rights  lawyers  said  it 
signalled a nota4le shi0 in how "uroFean institutions were 
FreFaring for Fotential war.crimes Frosecutions arising 
from the ;a1a genocideM
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pt  "uroFolUs  headèuarters,  Hq2Us  senior leadershiF  R 
including ;eneral Director Dya4 p4ou Jahbah, Head of 
…itigation :atacha Bracè, LFerational Director Varim 
Hassoun, and Board Aem4er Haroon qa1a R addressed 
national law.enforcement delegations from across "uroFeM

pccording  to  Hq2,  "uroFol  invited  the  foundation 
to  Fresent  its  evidence.collection  methodology  and 
discuss Fotential mechanisms for sharing data relevant 
to  international  crimesM  Bracè  delivered  a  detailed 
Fresentation ezFlaining how Hq2 comFiled case jles on 
alleged Israeli war crimes( material the grouF said was 
4eing FreFared for "uroFean universal.burisdiction unitsM

p4ou  Jahbah  addressed  delegates  on  the  need  for 
cooFeration 4etween civil society and law enforcement 
in 9ending IsraelUs imFunityM9 Hq2 said delegations from 
several ") states ezFressed 9strong interest,9 with some 
reFortedly holding 4ilateral  discussions a4out sharing 
Hq2Us case jles, esFecially information on individuals 
accused of war crimes who travelled to or held citi1enshiF 
in ") mem4er statesM

If accurate, this Flaced Hq2 within the early stages of 
"uroFeUs evolving system for investigating cross.4order 
atrocity  crimes  R  an  area  that  had  ezFanded  raFidly 
over the Fast decade with cases relating to Syria, 3emen, 
Ayanmar,  and  )kraineM  Oithin  x“  hours  of  Hq2Us 
statement, a network of Fro.Israel lo44y organisations 
launched a coordinated 4acklash, accusing "uroFol of 
colla4orating  with  what  they descri4ed  as  a  9radical,9 
94iased9 or even 9terror.linked9 :;LM

These grouFs had sFent months attemFting to undermine 
Hq2Us  credi4ility  as  the  organisation  jled  comFlaints 
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against  Israeli  Folitical  and  military  oNcials  across 
multiFle burisdictionsM

Nehind the Rame

Hq2Us legal o-ensive was 4orne from the heart4reaking 
incident  that  insFired  its  creation–  the  killing  of 
siz.year.old Hind qaba4 on 5K January 5W5x, one of the 
most documented civilian killings of the ;a1a warM

Hind was éeeing the jghting with her uncle, aunt, and 
three cousins in ;a1a CityUs Tel al.Hawa district when 
their car came under intense jre, investigators said from 
Israeli  tanksM  Siz  mem4ers  of  her family were  killed 
instantlyM Hind survived, traFFed in the destroyed vehicleM

Her G‘.year.old cousin, still alive, called the Palestine qed 
Crescent Society– FThey are shooting at us""" The tank is right 
neCt to Ne"F The line fell silent when the cousin was killed, 
then a small, shaking voice Ficked uF the FhoneM 

2or nearly three hours, Hind stayed on the line with PqCS 
disFatchersM

F'-N so scareb""" Mlease coNe" UoNe take Ne" ?ill you coNexF

The PqCS coordinated with ;a1aUs  health authorities 
and  with  the  Israeli  military  through  the  CL;pT 
liaison channelM They were granted clearance to send an 
am4ulanceM Two Faramedics R 3usuf al.áeino and phmed 
al.Aadhoun R set out, 4ut they never returnedM

2orensic analyses reForted that the tank jred around ''‘ 
4ullets into the car that dayM
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The Hind qaba4 2oundation was esta4lished to honour 
the child whose jnal hours were 4roadcast to the world 
in real timeM Hq2Us mission was to document cases like 
HindUs with the forensic detail needed for Frosecutions in 
"uroFean courts and R eventually R international tri4unalsM 
By :ovem4er 5W5‘, the foundation had jled more than 6W 
legal comFlaints across "uroFe in bust over siz months, a 
Face unmatched 4y any comFara4le organisationM

Civil.society organisations  had  long  Flayed  a  key role 
in documenting mass atrocities in qwanda, Bosnia, Syria 
and  4eyondM  But  cooFeration  with  "uroFol,  even  at 
an  ezFloratory  stage,  signalled  an  unusual  degree  of 
institutional oFenness to ezamining the ;a1a war within a 
"uroFean legal frameworkM

2or Fro.Israel lo44y grouFs, this was Frecisely what they 
feared–  that  "uroFean  law enforcement  was  FreFaring 
for a wave of universal.burisdiction cases against Israeli 
military Fersonnel and Folitical oNcialsM 2or human.rights 
advocates, it was overdueM

Ohether Hq2Us escalating legal camFaign would ultimately 
result in arrests, indictments or Folicy changes remained 
to 4e seen, 4ut the foundation had already reshaFed the 
conversation a4out accounta4ility for the war in ;a1a, and 
widened the scoFe of who might 4e imFlicatedM The case 
that started with a little girl whisFering into a Fhone in the 
dark might yet shaFe "uroFeUs legal resFonse to one of the 
dejning atrocities of the twenty.jrst centuryM

Soldiers Necome Defendants

The architecture of imFunity 4egan to crack at the level 
of individual FerFetrators as universal burisdiction moved 
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from theory into FracticeM  The case of  Israeli  soldier 
Aoshe pvich1er in Aorocco on 6 Lcto4er 5W5x marked 
a Fivotal moment in this new legal landscaFeM

pvich1er was identijed while on vacation in Aarrakech 
a0er  Aoroccan  lawyers  recognised  him  and  jled 
war.crimes  charges  under  AoroccoUs  pnti.Terrorism 
…aw, citing comFelling evidence drawn from his own 
social.media accounts, where he had allegedly 4oasted 
a4out his FarticiFation in atrocities in ;a1aM

Ohen qa4atUs Court of pFFeal agreed to hear the case, it 
categorised the charges under Yterrorism.related’ crimes, 
immediately creating a diFlomatic crisis for the Aoroccan 
governmentM It had normalised relations with Israel in 
5W5W under the p4raham pccords– an agreement that 
deeFened military, intelligence and trade ties in ezchange 
for )S recognition of Aoroccan sovereignty over Oestern 
Sahara, even as Fu4lic oFinion inside Aorocco remained 
overwhelmingly suFFortive of PalestineM

The ruling triggered mass  demonstrations across  the 
countryM Protesters waved Palestinian éags, demanded 
pvich1erUs Frosecution, and called for the termination of 
AoroccoUs normalisation agreement with IsraelM Oeekly 
marches organised 4y the Aoroccan 2ront for SuFForting 
Palestine and LFFosing :ormalisation jlled city centres, 
underscoring the deFth of FoFular oFFositionM

The case Flaced the Aoroccan state in a Frofound dilemmaE 
allowing the trial  to  Froceed risked serious diFlomatic 
fallout with Israel and Oashington and droFFing it risked 
domestic legitimacy and a 4acklash from a mo4ilised Fu4licM 
2or the jrst time, a :orth pfrican budiciary confronted the 
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real Fossi4ility of aFFlying universal burisdiction to alleged 
Israeli war crimesM

If  allowed  to  Froceed,  the  case  would  mark  the  jrst 
Frosecution of an Israeli soldier in :orth pfrica and esta4lish 
a  Frecedent  with  regional  imFlications,  signalling  that 
normalisation agreements signed 4y Folitical elites could 
not insulate Israeli Fersonnel from criminal accounta4ility 
a4roadM ps one contemForary analysis o4served, the case 
9could set a Frecedent for Frosecuting military Fersonnel 
for alleged war crimes, amFlifying e-orts 4y international 
human rights organisations to seek accounta4ility9 outside 
the traditional international court systemM

The Aoroccan state hesitated– the delay sFoke volumesM

Europexs First Arrests

The  most  dramatic  demonstration  of  this  new reality 
occurred on 5G July 5W5‘, when two Israeli soldiers were 
arrested  and  interrogated  at  the  Tomorrowland  music 
festival in Belgium following comFlaints 4y the Hind qaba4 
2oundation and the ;lo4al …egal pction :etwork 8;…p:7M

Though  released  Fending  further  investigation,  the 
Frecedent was seismic– for the jrst time, Israeli military 
Fersonnel  had  4een  detained  on  "uroFean  soil  under 
universal.burisdiction FrinciFles a0er the susFects were seen 
waving the éag of the ;ivati Brigade, a unit eztensively 
documented in the devastation of ;a1aM

;…p: stated– FThis is not a Natter of volitical biscretion, it-s a 
Natter of legal buty"F

The Hq2 and ;…p: descri4ed the susFects as 4eing directly 
involved in–
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W indiscriminate 4om4ing of civilian areas, including homes 
and hosFitals

W torture, including the use of human shields

W mass  ar4itrary detention and forced disFlacement  of 
civilians

W systematic attacks on ;a1aUs life.sustaining infrastructure

W actions  carried  out  9with  the  intent  to  destroy  the 
FoFulationUs caFacity to surviveM9

NraVil- Wortugal- Spain

The universal.burisdiction wave sFread raFidlyM In Bra1il on 
‘ January 5W5‘, a federal court ordered the investigation of 
an ID2 soldier for involvement in mass home demolitions 
a0er  Hq2  Fresented  video  footage,  geolocation  data, 
and FhotograFhs showing the soldier directly involved 
in  Flanting  ezFlosives  and  overseeing  neigh4ourhood 
destructionM

The soldier éed the country a0er reFortedly receiving a 
warning from an Israeli  diFlomatic oNce,  4ut the case 
marked 9the jrst instance of a signatory state to the qome 
Statute directly enforcing its Frovisions without deferring 
to the ICCM9 Hq2Us lead lawyer Aaira Pinheiro said– 9This 
is not a case of distant commandM This individual actively 
contri4uted to the destruction of homes and livelihoods, 
clearly aligning with genocidal o4bectivesM9

In Portugal on G6 July 5W5‘, Hq2 jled a comFlaint against 
Israeli sniFer Dani pdonya pdega, whose social.media Fost 
during a ceasejre 4oasted 9x rounds, W misses9 alongside 
images of him holding a sniFer riéeM The comFlaint alleged 
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direct involvement in targeted killings of civilians and the 
use of destroyed civilian 4uildings for military FurFosesM

In SFain, a budge oFened a Freliminary inèuiry into Israeli 
oNcials for war crimes, in Belgium, a case was 4rought 
against  a  Belgian  4ank  for  jnancing  arms  comFanies 
suFFlying IsraelM The once.distant doctrine of universal 
burisdiction had 4ecome a Fractical, desta4ilising form of 
legal FressureM

Weoplexs Bustice Meets Formal Law

Parallel to these state Frosecutions, the ;lo4al GK‘ coalition, 
launched on GK Aarch 5W5‘ 4y the International Centre of 
Justice for Palestinians 8ICJP7, created a coordinated legal 
architecture to jle cases in domestic courts across do1ens of 
burisdictionsM

ICJP  Director  Taya4  pli  ezFlained– Fpor  too  long,  those 
resvonsiwle for serious Giolations of international laB haGe acteb 
Bith iNvunity" 1lowal 95z is a becisiGe stev toBarb ensuring 
accountawility"F

qather than  relying on  a  single  international  tri4unal, 
the coalitionUs strategy was to overwhelm the system with 
simultaneous domestic cases, turning national courts into a 
glo4al enforcement networkM

The  entire  legal  edijce  rested  uFon  an  eztraordinary 
evidentiary infrastructure, 4uilt in real time under jre 4y a 
coalition of forensic investigators, oFen.source researchers 
and grassroots documentersM Lrganisations like 2orensic 
prchitecture 82p7 used soFhisticated 'D modelling, satellite 
trabectory  analysis,  and  audio  forensics  to  reconstruct 
sFecijc strikes with scientijc FrecisionM
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Their landmark reFort on the Lcto4er 5W5' 4om4ing of 
the Ja4alia refugee camF R killing ‘W FeoFle R matched 
the distinctive crater Fatterns to sFecijc Israeli munitions 
and conclusively Froved the militaryUs oNcial timeline 
was falseM The reFort 4ecame a key ezhi4it su4mitted 
to the ICC, demonstrating how technical analysis could 
Fierce oNcial narrativesM

Bellingcat  and  a  glo4al  network  of  oFen.source 
investigators 8LSI:T7 Fioneered new methodologies for 
conéict documentation, tracing fragments of munitions 
found in ru44le to sFecijc )S and ;erman manufacturers 
through Fart num4ers and distinctive markingsM Their 
work created a detailed suFFly.chain maF of comFlicity 
that connected Oestern factories to destruction in ;a1aM

The work of the Hind qaba4 2oundation eFitomised this 
new era of forensic resistanceM Ln 5' Lcto4er 5W5‘, Hq2 
su4mitted a G5W.Fage dossier to the ICC naming 5x Israeli 
soldiers and commanders for the killing of siz.year.old 
Hind qaba4, her family, and two qed Crescent medics– 
the case that had 4ecome em4lematic of the conéictUs 
4rutalityM

The  jle  included  satellite  imagery  showing  ID2  tank 
Fositions, interceFted radio transmissions ordering jre 
on civilian vehicles, geolocated FhotograFhs and 4allistic 
analyses of shell imFacts, FinFointing resFonsi4ility uF the 
chain of command to Colonel Benny paron of the xWGst 
prmoured Brigade, down to …ieutenant Colonel Daniel "lla, 
Aabor Sean ;lass 8a )S citi1en and former :avy S"p…7 
and Sergeant Ite ShurikovM The evidence was so comFelling 
that the ID2 CensorshiF Division introduced new rules to 
hide the identities of commanders in future oFerations, 
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fearing international arrest– a remarka4le admission of the 
e-ectiveness of these legal tacticsM

Hq2Us jrst mabor ICC communication in Lcto4er 5W5x had 
named around G,WWW Israeli soldiers suFForted 4y “,WWW 
Fieces of evidence, 4ut the Hind qaba4 case reFresented 
a more focused aFFroach targeting sFecijc incidents with 
overwhelming FroofM

Inside ;a1a itself, volunteer grouFs like the ;a1a "vidence 
qeFository 8;"q7 worked under unimagina4le conditions 
to  geotag graves  and document destruction 4efore the 
evidence could 4e 4ulldo1ed or 4om4ed into o4livionM 
These local activists risked their lives to ensure that even if 
the Fhysical landscaFe was erased, the digital record would 
remainM

pll this data fed into a distri4uted, decentralised system 
R  a  digital  vault  hosted  on  mirrored  servers  across  G‘ 
countries, designed to withstand censorshiF, cy4er.attacks, 
and  Folitical  FressureM  By mid.5W5x,  it  held  over  ‘WW 
tera4ytes  of  video,  audio,  and  metadata–  the  largest 
civilian.comFiled war crimes archive in historyM

F@Gen if they woNw eGery wuilbing into bust, the recorb Bill stanb" 
This is our .ureNwerg transcrivt, Britten as the dres wurneb,F said 
a Palestinian coder in ezile, one of ;"qUs architectsM

Law as 9esistance

2or Palestinian lawyers, many of whom had lost family 
mem4ers,  homes,  and  colleagues  in  the  assault,  the 
courtroom 4ecame an eztension of the struggle for survival( 
a 4attle fought with statutes, evidence, and legal Frocedure 
rather than 4ulletsM
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Inside  the  Oest  Bank,  where  the  Palestinian 
puthorityUs  budiciary  oFerated  under  the  constant 
shadow of  occuFation,  legal  activists  ran  clandestine 
mo4ile  documentation  workshoFs,  training  youths 
to  authenticate  footage,  Freserve  chain.of.custody 
for  digital  evidence  and  understand  the  evidentiary 
standards reèuired 4y international courtsM

In ezile, diasFora lawyers coordinated comFlez evidence 
chains  through  encryFted  channels,  Fartnering  with 
international jrms to 4uild cases that could withstand 
budicial scrutinyM

Lne ;a1an burist, now 4ased in Ireland a0er her family 
was killed in the 4om4ing of their home, descri4ed the 
work as– Fusing the Naster-s tools to bisNantle his house, wecause 
they are the only tools leA intact"F

Her grouF, Justice for ;a1a, Fartnered with the Irish Bar 
Council to jle a detailed amicus 4rief suFForting South 
pfricaUs ICJ case, demonstrating how the Palestinian legal 
community was leveraging international FartnershiFs to 
advance their causeM This legal resistance faced direct and 
escalating retaliation from the Israeli government, which 
recognised the threat it FosedM

Ln ” July 5W5‘, the Israeli government sanctioned ‘W 
individuals, Flacing Hq2 leaders like Dya4 p4ou Jahbah, 
Varim Hassoun, and Haroon qa1a at the toF of the list 
in a transFarent attemFt to criFFle their workM This came 
a0er Hq2Us success in triggering investigations in Peru 
and elsewhere had demonstrated the e-ectiveness of their 
strategyM
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The Israeli state had 4egun reallocating 9millions of shekels9 
from its national 4udget to fund legal defences for those 
under investigation a4road R a remarka4le admission of the 
jnancial imFact of these casesM

"arlier, on 6 January 5W5‘, Ainister pmichai Chikli had 
Fosted  a  veiled  threat  to  Hq2’s  p4ou  Jahbah  on  social 
media, telling him to 9watch your Fager,9 a chilling reference 
to  Israeli  Fager  4om4ings  in  …e4anon  that  had  killed 
around x5 FeoFle and inbured over ',WWWM p4ou Jahbah 
resFonded 4y jling a criminal comFlaint in Belgium, where 
authorities refused to grant Chikli immunity, warning he 
could face arrest if he entered the country– a signijcant 
victory for the FrinciFle that even senior oNcials could 4e 
held accounta4leM

p landmark legal 4attle was also sFearheaded from within 
the Jewish community 4y Lmar Shat1, an Israeli lawyer 
4ased in 2ranceM ps reForted on G“ January 5W5‘, Shat1, 
alongside his students from the Paris Institute of Political 
Sciences, su4mitted a G”W.Fage dossier to the ICC accusing 
Benbamin :etanyahu and seven other senior jgures of 
genocideM

His strategy hinged on the FrinciFle of 9comFlementarity9 
under the  ;enocide  Convention,  arguing that  the  ICC 
could steF in 4ecause Israeli courts had reFeatedly refused 
to Frosecute oNcials desFite overwhelming evidenceM The 
article stated– 9This is not bust a legal 4attle 4ut a moral 
o4ligation,9 sym4olising a growing movement within Israel 
and the diasFora challenging imFunity from within Jewish 
tradition itselfM

Shat1 had warned in a 5WGx case against 3oav ;allant that 
genocide would occur within a decade(  his  latest  jling 

G“x

PRO
O
F



argued that 9Israeli courts have reFeatedly refused to 4ring 
cases against their oNcials desFite international jndings 
suggesting Flausi4le genocide allegations,9 activating the 
ICCUs burisdiction under the comFlementarity FrinciFleM

In qafah, )mm Aohammed listened to the ICJ ruling on a 
neigh4ourUs Fhone, the 4attery nearly deadM Ohen the budge 
sFoke of 9Frovisional measures,9 she did not understand the 
legal terminology, 4ut she understood that the highest court 
in the world had heard ;a1aUs cryE Fpinally,F she whisFered, 
FsoNeone is listening"F That night, Israeli 4om4s fell on qafah, 
againM The court had sFoken R 4ut the killing continuedM

…aw students R a generation raised on the dystoFian reality 
of drone wars and endless security statutes R found their 
vocation in outrage at the legal contradictions on disFlayM

F?e are the .ureNwerg generation of the wroabcast,F read a 4anner 
hung 4y students outside the Peace Palace in The Hague 
during the ICJ hearingsM Ohat had 4een a theoretical su4bect 
in lecture halls had 4ecome an ezistential imFerative in their 
Frofessional formationM

Wanic in Berusalem

Inside Israel, the legal develoFments triggered waves of 
Fanic through the Folitical  and military esta4lishment, 
which  found  itself  increasingly  isolated  and  facing 
unFrecedented scrutinyM Its 2oreign Ainistry instructed 
am4assadors to launch a glo4al lo44ying camFaign against 
the ICJUs burisdiction, warning allies in stark terms that 9the 
survival of IsraelUs legitimacy is at stakeM9

Ainisters went on the o-ensive, Fu4licly denouncing The 
Hague as 9antisemitic9 and claiming the ICJ was weaFonising 
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international law against the Jewish stateM State.funded 
think  tanks  Froduced  FaFers  claiming  the  ICJ  was 
9injltrated 4y anti.áionists9 and that the case reFresented 
the latest manifestation of ancient hatreds rather than a 
legitimate legal FrocessM

ps  oNcials  voiced  their  indignation,  ;a1aUs  morgues 
received do1ens of 4odies that Israel had held for months 
in  detentionM  2orensic  ezaminers  reForted  missing 
organs, surgical incisions, and other signs of Fost.mortem 
tissue removalE Hearts, kidneys, livers and corneas had 
4een eztracted with FrecisionM

IsraelUs  organ  shortage  was  well.documented–  until 
5WW“,  insurers  reim4ursed  citi1ens  for  transFlants 
o4tained  a4roadM  )nder  international  law,  organ 
removal  without  consent  constitutes  a  war  crime  . 
the allegations reFresented dehumanisationUs endFoint, 
corFses harvested even in deathM

This strategy of 4lanket denial 4egan to collaFse under 
the weight of leaks from within the Israeli system itself, 
as whistle.4lowers and investigative bournalists revealed 
the inner workings of a military legal aFFaratus that had 
systematically greenlit actions of èuestiona4le legalityM

Israeli investigative bournalists from XK”5 Aaga1ine and 
…ocal  Call,  working  with  anonymous  sources  within 
the military, revealed that the militaryUs legal advisers 
had  Fre.aFFroved  strikes  on  hosFitals,  aid  convoys 
and  schools  designated  as  shelters  using  remarka4ly 
Fermissive 9conteztual9 interFretations of international 
law that essentially rendered Frotections for civilians 
meaninglessM
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Internal targeting memos sFoke chillingly of 9acceFta4le 
civilian casualty thresholds9 . that is, cold, numerical jgures 
entered  into  algorithms  as  if  human  lives  were  mere 
varia4les  in  a  military eèuation  rather  than  Frotected 
Fersons under the ;eneva ConventionsM

"arlier,  in  Aarch  5W5x,  a  whistle.4lower  from  IsraelUs 
elite )nit “5WW intelligence corFs had given anonymous 
testimony to Haaret1 that revealed even more distur4ing 
develoFments in military methodologyM They descri4ed an 
pI.4ased targeting system, codenamed …avender, which 
used machine.learning models to assign 4om4ing Friorities 
to tens of thousands of individuals in ;a1a, with minimal 
human oversightM

The  system,  they  claimed,  automatically  generated 
recommendations  for  destruction,  treating  Palestinian 
civilian lives as 9collateral damage9 in an industrial.scale 
Frocess of targeting that 4ore haunting echoes of automated 
killing systemsM The bournalist who ezFosed this system, 
3uval  p4raham,  had  sFent  months  cultivating  sources 
within IsraelUs military and intelligence aFFaratusM FAost 
sources bo not avvroach Ne,F p4raham ezFlainedM F't is an actiGe 
vursuit"F

He identijed two categories of informants– whistle.4lowers 
horrijed 4y what they had witnessed, and 9true 4elievers9 
Froud of their work and willing to descri4e it in detailM 
p4rahamUs investigation revealed three fundamental shi0s 
that made this assault on ;a1a far deadlier than any Frior 
conéictM

2irst, collateral damage thresholds had ezFlodedM Before 
Lcto4er 5W5', Israel maintained some constraints on how 
many civilians could 4e knowingly killed in a strikeM p0er 
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” Lcto4er those constraints were a4andonedM Soldiers told 
p4raham that Israel authorised uF to 5W civilian deaths 
when targeting a susFected low.ranking Hamas mem4er, 
and hundreds  of  civilian  deaths  when targeting senior 
leadersM These civilians could 4e men, women, children or 
infantsMM the military made no distinctionM

Second, Israel overwhelmingly targeted susFected militants 
inside  their  Frivate  homes,  o0en  surrounded  4y their 
families(  not  4ecause  militants  used  human  shields, 
p4raham emFhasised, 4ut 4ecause hitting FeoFle at home 
was simFly easierM F'f there are 40,000 susvecteb Nilitants, then 
there are 40,000 houses to woNw,F one intelligence source told 
himM

Israel also used an automated surveillance system called 
9OhereUs Daddy+9 which alerted intelligence units whenever 
a target returned home, triggering immediate strikesM

Third, the …avender pI system had scanned all 5M' million 
FeoFle in ;a1a and assigned each a statistical likelihood 
of 4eing a militantM pnyone a4ove an ar4itrary threshold 
could 4e killedM The algorithm was a 4lack 4oz where human 
oversight was minimal and many éagged individuals were 
not militantsM FThese three logics,F EwrahaN saib, Fvrobuceb Nuch 
of the killing Be saB"F

He characterised the military mindset he encountered as the 
Ylanguage of technocratic murder’M

F>ou ignore the forest of genocibe,F EwrahaN eCvlaineb" F>ou focus 
on one tree" Es long as you tell yourself you are aiNing at a Nilitant, 
you can wurn boBn an entire neighwourhoob"F This Frocedural 
logic, he Fredicted, would form the core of IsraelUs legal 
defence at The Hague– not a denial of mass killing, 4ut 
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a 4ureaucratic bustijcation for itM 2or many legal scholars, 
the echoes of industrialised killing were unmistaka4le, 
raising Frofound èuestions a4out the future of warfare and 
accounta4ilityM

'estern Leaders in the Dock

The legal reckoning èuickly sFread 4eyond Israel itself, 
transforming from a diFlomatic irritation into a direct legal 
threat to the Oestern governments that had ena4led the 
assaultM This internal crisis of legality soon sFilled into 
Fu4lic viewE

In the )V, a coalition of :;Ls . suFForted 4y su4missions 
from mabor rights grouFs including– pmnesty International, 
Human qights Oatch and Lzfam International . jled for 
a budicial review of the governmentUs arms ezFort Folicy, 
arguing that it violated the ;enocide Convention and the 
)VUs own "zFort Control pctM

pcross the ptlantic, similar alarms were 4eing raisedE In 
Oashington, the State DeFartmentUs …egal pdviserUs LNce 
Froduced a classijed 'W.Fage memo, later o4tained 4y PBS 
2rontline, warning that– 9the factual Fredicates for a jnding 
of genocide are suNciently Flausi4le that continued arms 
transfers Fose a material legal risk to senior oNcialsM9

The documentUs leak created a jrestorm and congressional 
hearings grew acrimonious as legislators confronted the 
administration over its suFFort for IsraelM Ohen Senator 
Bernie Sanders invoked the …eahy …aw to demand a halt 
to o-ensive weaFons shiFments, his words echoed through 
a cham4er that was half.emFty 4ut 4eing recorded for 
historyM
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2or decades, the rule of law had 4een treated 4y Oestern 
Fowers as a moral accessory– a tool to 4e wielded selectively 
against adversaries while ezemFting themselves and their 
alliesM :ow, through the determined e-orts of activists, 
lawyers, and whistle.4lowers, it was returning as a tangi4le 
lia4ility that threatened not bust Israel 4ut its ena4lers in 
Oestern caFitalsM

zR Budgement

pt the )nited :ations,  the crisis  FromFted a moment 
of  Frofound  self.ezamination  as  the  worldUs  Fremier 
international organisation found itself largely Fowerless to 
stoF the slaughter desFite overwhelming evidenceM

2rancesca pl4anese, the ): SFecial qaFForteur on the 
situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories, 
Fresented her reFort titled pnatomy of a ;enocide in 
Aarch 5W5x, a methodical G5‘.Fage indictment that 4uilt 
on the work of countless human rights organisationsM

Her  conclusion  was  uneèuivocal– FThere  are  reasonawle 
grounbs  to  welieGe  that  the  thresholb  inbicating  'srael-s 
coNNission of genocibe is NetB anb descri4ed the resFonse as 
9the Nost bocuNenteb failure of the international systeN since 
RBanbaM9

The ): Human qights Council de4ated a comFrehensive 
arms em4argo, 4ut as with so many ): initiatives, it was 
oFFosed 4y the )nited States and ;ermany, highlighting 
the structural limitations of the international systemM 3et 
mem4er states from the ;lo4al South 4egan citing these 
reForts as a Frecedent for unilateral sanctions, creating a 
new diFlomatic reality outside traditional Fower structuresM

GKW

PRO
O
F



Oithin the ): Secretariat, sta- whisFered of resignation 
and desFairMM F?e are recorbing history-s shaNe in real tiNe,F one 
senior oNcial admitted to …e Aonde, caFturing the sense of 
Fowerlessness that Fermeated the organisationM

The 4itter irony was that even as the ):Us own schools 
were  o4literated  and its  aid  workers  killed  R  over G“W 
): sta- died in the jrst siz months R the institutionUs 
4ureaucrats continued jling sterile situation reForts that 
future  Frosecutors  would  inevita4ly  treat  as  ezhi4its 
documenting the worldUs knowledge and inactionM 

This systemic failure FromFted Craig Aokhi4er to resign 
in  Frotest  as  director  of  the  ):  High  Commissioner 
for Human qights in Lcto4er 5W5'M Ln 5W Aarch 5W5‘, 
he  condemned  the  ):Us  inaction,  stating  that  Israeli 
oNcials acted with what he called 9the sound of imFunityMMM 
guaranteed 4y the government of the )nited StatesM9

Commissioner Chris Sidoti condemned the eztraordinary 
Fersonal  attacks  on ): Fersonnel,  Farticularly SFecial 
qaFForteur 2rancesca pl4anese, a0er IsraelUs am4assador 
called her a 9witch9 on the ): éoor, saying– 9These attacks 
are not bust an attack uFon an individual, 4ut uFon the 
)nited :ations system itselfM9

The Global South 9esponse

The accumulating legal develoFments catalysed a signijcant 
geoFolitical realignment as ;lo4al South nations moved to 
create alternative structures to address what they saw as the 
failure of traditional international institutionsM

Ln Gx July 5W5‘, over 5‘ countries convened in BogotY, 
Colom4ia, for a historic "mergency Ainisterial Conference 
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sFearheaded 4y Colom4ia and South pfrica as co.chairs of 
The Hague ;rouF, an emerging coalition determined to 
take concrete actionM The conference aimed ezFlicitly to 
9move from condemnation to collective action9 4eyond the 
sym4olic resolutions that had characterised much of the 
international resFonseM

2rancesca pl4anese, who would deliver ezFert testimony 
desFite )S sanctions against her, called the emergence of 
The Hague ;rouF Fthe Nost signidcant volitical beGelovNent of 
the last 20 Nonths"F

The Ip;S resolution, while carrying no direct legal force, 
added enormous weight to the ongoing cases at the ICJ 
and ICC, strengthening arguments for sanctions and arms 
em4argoes under the ;enocide ConventionM It aNrmed 
what Palestinians had long insisted– that the destruction of 
;a1a was not collateral damage or FroFortionality de4ates, 
4ut systematic annihilationM

p jnal, dejnitive condemnation came from the ):Us own 
IndeFendent International Commission of InèuiryM In a 
stark jnal 4riejng on 5K Lcto4er 5W5‘, chaired 4y :avi 
Pillay,  the commission concluded– FThe  Wtate  of  'srael is 
resvonsiwle for the coNNission of four genocibal acts in 1aIa Bith 
the svecidc intent to bestroy Malestinians in 1aIa"F It also found 
that– Fthe 'sraeli vresibent, vriNe Ninister, anb forNer befence 
Ninister haGe inciteb the coNNission of genocibe"F

Together, these jndings from the worldUs genocide ezFerts 
and the ):Us  investigative  4ody reFresented a historic 
convergence of scholarly and institutional recognition that 
would dejne the legal and moral framework of the conéict 
for generationsM
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9esistance in the Palls of Wower

By late 5W5x, the legal reckoning 4egan to trigger concrete 
Folitical  conseèuences  within  Oestern  governments 
themselves, as the imFlications of comFlicity 4ecame 
imFossi4le to ignoreM In the )V, the Commons 2oreign 
p-airs  Committee  oFened  formal  hearings  into  the 
9ethical oversight of arms ezForts,9 forcing ministers to 
testify under oath a4out their knowledge of how British 
weaFons were 4eing usedM

Ohistle.4lowers  from  the  Ainistry  of  Defence  gave 
anonymous  testimony  a4out  Fressure  to  fast.track 
ezFort licences and falsify end.use certijcates, revealing 
the  mechanics  of  4ureaucratic  comFlicityM  The  )V 
governmentUs desFeration to suFFress domestic dissent 
4ecame  evident  when,  on  5‘  June  5W5‘,  the  Home 
Secretary  moved  to  Froscri4e  Palestine  pction  as  a 
terrorist organisation– an eztraordinary escalation against 
a non.violent direct action grouFM

The organisation, which sFecialised in occuFying and 
shutting  down  Israeli  arms  factory  "l4it  Systems 
through civil diso4edience, was targeted in a move that 
former …a4our leader Jeremy Cor4yn called Fawsurb anb 
authoritarian"F

The attemFt, heavily lo44ied for 4y Fro.Israel grouFs, 
4ackjred sFectacularly, galvanising Fu4lic solidarity and 
raising ZGWW,WWW for a legal defence fund within days, led 
4y renowned solicitor ;areth Peirce, who had Freviously 
defended the ;uildford 2our and Birmingham Siz against 
state inbusticeM
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FTo criNinalise those Bho act to vreGent Bar criNes is to turn 
mustice on its heab,F stated an oFen letter signed 4y over 'WW 
artists, writers and academics, including Ven …oach and 
phdaf SoueifM The grouFUs co.founder, Huda pmmori, stated 
simFly– F?e-re weing vunisheb for eCvosing Bar criNes"F

The article noted that if Froscri4ed, 9suFFort, mem4ershiF, 
and even ezFressions of solidarity with the grouF9 would 
4ecome a criminal o-ence, Flacing non.violent activists in 
the same legal category as ISIS– a chilling indication of how 
far the government was willing to go to Frotect the arms 
tradeM

In Canada, a coalition of civil servants Fu4lished an oFen 
letter demanding a moratorium on all military sales to 
Israel, citing the 9overwhelming risk of comFlicity in war 
crimesM9 The letter was signed 4y hundreds of current Fu4lic 
servants  who risked their careers  to voice their ethical 
concerns, reFresenting a signijcant 4ureaucratic re4ellionM 
…awmakers found themselves 4eing budged not 4y their 
Folitical rivals, 4ut 4y the timeless standards of international 
law itselfM

Before he resigned, Aark Smith summed uF the reversal in 
a Frivate 4riejng– 92or the jrst time, the language of legality 
and morality is 4eing used against us, not 4y usM Oe have lost 
the high groundM9 

The  reckoning  even  reached  the  traditionally  amoral 
corForate sFhere, where jnancial risk calculations 4egan 
incorForating legal ezFosureM Aabor insurance jrms like 
…loydUs of …ondon 4egan inserting Ygenocide and crimes 
against humanity clauses’ into contracts, refusing coverage 
for comFanies oFerating in conéict 1ones with Fending ICJ 
actionsM Investment 4anks hesitated to Frocess 4onds for the 
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Israeli government, fearing reFutational damage and legal 
comFlicationsM

The intersection of ethics and economics was 4ecoming 
legally èuantija4le in risk assessment models, creating a new 
form of market.4ased accounta4ilityM

Memory as :erdict

…egal  historians  o4serving  the  ;a1a  cases  were  èuick 
to  Foint  out  a  fundamental  di-erence  4etween  these 
Froceedings and every mabor international tri4unal that had 
Freceded themM

The :urem4erg trials, the Tokyo tri4unals, the International 
Criminal  Tri4unal  for  the  former  3ugoslavia,  and  the 
International Criminal Tri4unal for qwanda 8ICTq7– all were 
fundamentally retrosFectiveM

They  were  convened  a0er  the  killing  had  stoFFed, 
their evidence gathered from mass graves and archived 
documents, their budgements delivered safely when the 
Folitical will for accounta4ility could 4e marshalled without 
interruFting ongoing violenceM ;a1a was di-erent in almost 
every resFectM

It  was  4eing  investigated,  argued,  and  adbudicated  in 
real  time,  with  lawyers  Fresenting  evidence  of  crimes 
that  were  still  occurring,  budges  issuing  rulings  while 
the 4om4ardment continued, and archivists documenting 
destruction as it haFFenedM This eztraordinary simultaneity 
created 4oth immense hoFe and Frofound danger for the 
international legal orderM

HoFe, 4ecause the awareness and legal Fressure itself could, 
in theory, deter further crimes and save lives in the FresentM 
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Danger, 4ecause if the entire system R ICJ, ICC, universal 
burisdiction cases R failed to stoF the atrocity desFite this 
unFrecedented scrutiny, it would ezFose international 
law as ine-ective at restraining Fowerful states Frotected 
4y the Security CouncilM

Professor qalFh Oilde of  )niversity College  …ondon 
caFtured  this  dilemma  when  he  called  the  ;a1a 
Froceedings 9a mirror held uF to international lawUs soulM9 
The outcome, he argued, would determine whether the 
Fost.GKx‘ international order could still claim legitimate 
moral or legal authority, or whether it would 4e revealed 
as the legal jction Fowerful states had always treated it asM

By the end of 5W5x, the Fhrase 9the ;a1a case9 had entered 
the Fermanent voca4ulary of glo4al bustice, taking its 
Flace alongside :urem4erg, the Balkans tri4unals, and 
qwandaM …aw schools from CaFe Town to CoFenhagen 
4egan teaching it  as  a  contemForary case  study,  and 
media outlets referred to it as 9the conscience of The 
HagueM9

Ln 5' Lcto4er 5W5‘, the ICJ issued a historic advisory 
oFinion that ezFlicitly ruled IsraelUs siege and o4struction 
of humanitarian aid illegal, identifying it as the use of 
starvation as a method of warfare– a war crime under 
international lawM The court found 4y a GW.G margin that 
Israel had 4reached the ;eneva Conventions and that 
9security concerns cannot 4e invoked to imFose collective 
deFrivationM9

Aeanwhile, the ICCUs arrest warrants for :etanyahu and 
;allant  had  tangi4le  conseèuencesE  The  Israeli  Frime 
minister was forced to avoid "uroFean airsFace when éying 
to the )nited States, Flanning routes around ICC mem4er 
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states, travelling 9not as a statesman 4ut as a fugitive from 
bustice,9 as one "uroFean diFlomat 4luntly o4servedM

In  Decem4er,  as  the  jrst  anniversary  of  the  assault 
Fassed, the ICJ ordered Israel to su4mit its jrst monthly 
comFliance  reFort,  a  4ureaucratic  formality  that  also 
functioned  as  a  historical  ledger  of  violationsM  "ach 
jling, each missed deadline, each 4reach 4ecame another 
footnote in an ongoing real.time indictmentM The trials 
themselves would take years, FerhaFs decades, 4ut the 
moral verdict was 4eing delivered daily in the court of 
glo4al Fu4lic oFinionM The ru44le of ;a1a had 4ecome the 
archive of the twenty.jrst centuryUs jrst mabor genocide 
caseM

Final Evidence: Sde Teiman

The jnal, damning evidence of this reckoning came on 
'W Lcto4er 5W5‘, when the focus shi0ed decisively from 
the 4attlejeld to the Frison cell, revealing the systematic 
4rutality of the occuFation at its most intimateM

ps  Israel  faced  genocide  charges  on  the  world  stage, 
it  oFened a criminal  investigation R not  into  the  ID2 
reservists who had raFed a 4lindfolded Palestinian detainee 
at the Sde Teiman camF R 4ut into the whistle.4lowers who 
had leaked the surveillance footage of the assaultM

The  footage,  recorded continuously for G‘  minutes  4y 
the militaryUs own cameras, showed reservists assaulting a 
handcu-ed, 4lindfolded detainee, causing inburies so severe 
they included 4roken ri4s, a Functured lung, and a torn 
rectum reèuiring hosFitalisationM During a Vnesset de4ate 
on the scandal, …ikud AV Hanoch Ailwidsky had ezFlicitly 
defended such acts, stating that if the detainee was 9:ukh4a, 
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everything is legitimate to do[ "verything[9 R a shocking 
Fu4lic endorsement of torture from a FarliamentarianM

The same week, Israel formally 4anned the International 
Committee of the qed Cross 8ICqC7 from visiting detainees, 
removing the last indeFendent witnesses from a system in 
which over ”W Palestinians had already died in custody since 
” Lcto4er 5W5'M pn Israeli legal scholar told indeFendent 
media– 9The system tolerates raFe on cameraM TransFarency 
is the crimeM9

zR Findings: Torture as State Wolicy

pt the end of :ovem4er 5W5‘, the ): Committee pgainst 
Torture delivered what may Frove one of the most severe 
indictments of an allied state in decadesM

p0er a comFrehensive review covering the Feriod since 
the  ;a1a  war  4egan,  the  ten.mem4er  committee  of 
indeFendent ezFerts concluded that Israel was oFerating a 
9de facto state Folicy of organised and widesFread tortureM9

The jndings detailed evidence of 4eatings, electrocution, 
water4oarding, dog attacks, sezual violence and enforced 
stress  Fositions,  alongside  conditions  so  Fhysically 
destructive  that  Fermanently.jtted  restraints  had 
reFortedly led to amFutationsM Detainees descri4ed 4eing 
forced to mimic animals, urinated on, denied medical care 
and Frevented from seeing families for monthsM

The scale and consistency of a4use R comFounded 4y the 
a4sence of Frosecutions R indicated not isolated misconduct 
4ut  a  structural  system that  normalised  tortureM  p key 
area of concern was IsraelUs eztensive use of administrative 
detention, that is incarceration without charge or trial, under 
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its unlawful com4atants lawM ps of late SeFtem4er 5W5‘– 
',x”x Palestinians were held in administrative detentionM

The  ):  reFort  highlighted  not  only  adults,  4ut  a 
9high FroFortion of children9 held on security grounds( 
sometimes 4elow the legal age of criminal resFonsi4ility, 
which Israel sets at twelveM

Security.classijed  children  were  keFt  in  solitary 
conjnement, denied education and o0en Frevented from 
seeing their familiesM The committee urged Israel to end 
solitary conjnement for minors altogether, calling current 
Fractice a violation of international lawM

In a later assessment covering the entire Feriod from the 
start  of the ;a1a war through pugust 5W5‘,  the )nited 
:ations concluded that at least ”‘ Palestinian detainees had 
died in Israeli custody– an 9a4normally high9 toll that aFFlied 
only to Palestinians and to no other grouF of FrisonersM

DesFite this sFike in deaths,  not a single Israeli  oNcial 
had 4een held accounta4le and IsraelUs government insisted 
conditions were lawful and safe, and reFresentatives from 
the foreign ministry, bustice ministry and Frison service 
4riefed the ): to argue oversight mechanisms functioned 
adeèuatelyM

3et  during  the  two.year  Feriod  reviewed,  IsraelUs 
interrogation  watchdog  Fursued  no  torture.related 
Frosecutions desFite eztensive allegationsM The committee 
identijed only one conviction R a seven.month sentence for 
a soldier who had violently 4eaten 4ound Frisoners R and 
noted the Funishment 9does not reéect the severity of the 
o-enceM9
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The ): jndings coincided with a seFarate incident that 
encaFsulated  the  FatternM  •ideo emerged showing two 
Palestinians R 3oussef psasa and Aahmoud p4dallah R 
crawling from a 4uilding in Jenin, hands raised, li0ing their 
shirts to show they were unarmedM

Israeli  4order Folice detained them 4rieéyE a 4earded 
oNcer kicked them,  signalled  toward the  4uilding and 
seconds  later,  4oth  men  were  shot  and  killed  at 
near.Foint.4lank rangeM Three oNcers were èuestioned 
and  released  within  5x  hours,  instructed  only  not  to 
discuss the case Fu4liclyM Their bustijcation R that they felt 
endangered and the detainees resisted R was not visi4le on 
videoM 2or human.rights lawyers, the moment had 4ecome 
em4lematic– detention, then death, followed 4y institutional 
FrotectionM

The  ):  reFort  suggested  such  incidents  were  not 
a4errations 4ut the logical conseèuence of a system without 
accounta4ilityM

Israel had ratijed the ): Convention pgainst Torture 8CpT7 
in GKKG, legally o4ligating it to Frevent and Frosecute tortureM 
The CpT review concluded that for Palestinians– whether in 
interrogation rooms, Frisons or under military occuFation, 
this o4ligation was routinely violated and urged Israel to end 
administrative detention without charge, Frohi4it solitary 
conjnement of children, guarantee medical access and 
family communication, investigate deaths in custody, and 
Frosecute interrogators and commanders resFonsi4le for 
a4useM

:o such commitments had 4een announcedM 2or decades, 
): 4odies and rights grouFs had documented ill.treatment 
of Palestinians 4ut what set this reFort aFart was scale, 
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forensic detail and the ezFlicit identijcation of torture as 
state FolicyM The jndings had Fotential imFlications for 
international law, ICC Froceedings and the future of IsraelUs 
military alliancesM

Inside Frisons, the situation remained largely sealed o-E 
voices  heard  only through testimony smuggled  out  or 
sFoken 4y survivors uFon releaseM To them, this ): reFort 
reFresented something rare– recognition, 4ut whether that 
would  ultimately 4ecome  accounta4ility  remained  the 
unresolved and urgent èuestionM

Nritain as a Case Study

The legal Froceedings unfolding in The Hague did not occur 
in a diFlomatic vacuumM

"very jling at the ICJ, every evidence Fresentation 4efore 
the ICC, every ezFert legal oFinion jnding credi4le risk of 
genocide rever4erated through the domestic Folitics of the 
states that had ena4led IsraelUs assaultM

In Oashington, the Biden administration dismissed the 
Froceedings  as  Folitically  motivated  and  accelerated 
weaFons shiFmentsM In Berlin, oNcials invoked historical 
guilt to bustify Fresent.day comFlicity, 4ut in …ondon, the 
resFonse was more fracturedM

The British government maintained its suFFort for Israel 
while its own internal legal advice warned of 4reaching 
international lawM Ca4inet ministers defended arms ezForts 
while  their civil  servants  documented clear risksM  This 
contradiction  R  4etween  oNcial  Folicy  and  internal 
acknowledgement of illegality R created sFace for civil 
society to force the èuestion into Fu4lic viewM
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Ohat  emerged  in  Britain  was  not  a  straightforward 
governmental reckoning, 4ut a more comFlez confrontation 
4etween state Fower and FoFular conscienceM The Fressure 
came  from  unezFected  èuarters–  hunger  strikers  in 
•ictorian Frisons, doctors testifying 4efore Parliament, 
indeFendent bournalists documenting what state media 
would  not  showM  The  )nited  Vingdom  4ecame  a  case 
study in how comFlicity, when ezFosed, fractures not only 
governments 4ut entire societiesM

The legal 4attles at The Hague had oFened a second front– 
one fought not in courtrooms, 4ut in the streets, universities, 
and hearts of Oestern democracies themselvesM

9eOection

The legal reckoning unfolding around ;a1a was never only 
a4out Israel or Palestine, it was simultaneously a trial for the 
soul of international law itselfM

Could humanityUs fragile rules outlast humanityUs endless 
ezcuses+ Could a system 4uilt 4y emFires ever hold those 
emFires to account+ These were the Frofound èuestions 
4eing tested in real time through the meticulous work of 
lawyers, archivists, and activistsM

The  ru44le  of  ;a1a  had  4ecome  the  archive  of  the 
twenty.jrst centuryUs jrst mabor genocide caseM The law, 
however  slow and  imFerfect,  had  esta4lished  itself  as 
its  chosen  scri4e(  methodically recording,  categorising 
and Freserving the evidence for whatever bustice might 
eventually 4e Fossi4leM

In the jnal analysis, the most formida4le Fower of the law 
may not 4e its a4ility to Funish R which is always constrained 
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4y Folitics R 4ut its caFacity to remem4erM Justice, even 
when delayed or denied, Freserves memory against the 
erosion of time and the deli4erate rewriting of historyM "very 
document jled in The Hague, every aNdavit sworn in ezile, 
every FhotograFh uFloaded 4y a witness moments 4efore a 
communications 4lackout transformed Fersonal grief into 
historical testimony that would outlive the FerFetratorsM

History may one  day record  the  ;a1a  Froceedings  as 
the éeeting moment where legality and morality 4rieéy 
converged R not Ferfectly, not comFletely, 4ut visi4ly and 
Fowerfully R against the grim reality of raw, unaccounta4le 
FowerE and when that historical archive is jnally unsealed 
for future generations, it will name not only those who 
4om4ed and ordered the 4om4ing, 4ut those who looked 
away, those who rationalised, those who Frojted, and those 
who ena4led through their silence or comFlicityM

It will detail the comFlicity of the comforta4le alongside 
the  cruelty  of  the  Fowerful  in  the  same  evidentiary 
recordM  The  law,  slow  and  Frocedural,  infuriatingly 
Fatient with technicalities and delays, has one enduring, 
formida4le strength that transcends its immediate failures– 
It remem4ersM

In the end, memory is the one force that can outlast even 
the most Fowerful emFires, waiting Fatiently for historyUs 
budgement to catch uF with FowerUs imFunityM
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C   �����	
The War Comes Home

As Israel waged war on Gaza, a parallel war erupted far from the 
ruins of Rafah and Khan Younis.

It unfolded not along border fences or tunnel networks, 
but  inside  the  societies  that  armed Israel,  ynanced  its 
militarp, and shielded it di.lomaticallpW –hat had long been 
.resented as a distant conxict v managed through .olicp 
statements,  humanitarian  eu.hemisms,  and  ritualised 
e:.ressions of concern v suddenlp crossed bordersW

It  entered  .arliaments  and  courts,  uniTersities  and 
work.laces,  .olice  stations  and  .risonsF  the  diTision 
between foreign .olicp and domestic life colla.sedW ’he 
war did not sim.lp .roToke disagreement, it destabilised 
the moral and .olitical foundations of –estern goTernance 
itselfW

Gor  decades,  –estern  states  had  relied  on  distance  v 
geogra.hic,  emotional,  and informational  v to contain 
the  .olitical  cost  of  Israelzs  warsW  qa“a  was  meant  to 
remain  elsewhereF  a  securitp .roblem  to  be  managed, 
a  humanitarian  crisis  to  be  lamented,  a  tragedp to  be 
regretted without conse”uenceW –hen Tiolence escalated, 
goTernments s.oke of Israelzs …right to defend itself,2 issued 
calls for restraint, and trusted that outrage would dissi.ate 
as it alwaps had0 In 343B and 343S, that model failedW
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;p the  s.ring  of  343S,  qa“a  was  no  longer  a  remote 
catastro.he yltered through .ress  brieyngs and oCcial 
statementsW  Images  circulated  directlp,  relentlesslp and 
without mediationW -tarTing children clawing at em.tp aid 
sacks, bombed hos.itals with .atients bleeding on xoors 
and .arents holding bodp .arts in .lastic bags because 
there was nothing leY to burp intactW ’hese scenes traTelled 
faster than censorshi. could contain themA thep a..eared 
on .hones  during commutes,  on la.to.s  in  oCces,  on 
classroom screens, at kitchen tablesW ’hep intruded into 
ordinarp life and the moral dissonance could no longer be 
managedW

5iti“ens  were  being  asked  to  reconcile  democratic 
selfPimage  with  the  Tisible  realitp  of  mass  ciTilian 
destruction carried out with their ta:es, their wea.ons, and 
their goTernmentsz .olitical coTerF the contradiction was no 
longer abstract, it was dailp, Tisual and .ersonalW ’he war 
had come home, arriTing not as an academic debate about 
international law, but as a crisis of conscienceW

qoTernments attem.ted to absorb it with familiar language 
v securitp, com.le:itp, historical trauma v but those .hrases 
began  to  sound  hollow  when  set  against  the  scale  of 
deTastation unfolding in real timeW ’he ga. between oCcial 
rhetoric and obserTable realitp widened into something 
unbridgeable  and  for  manp,  the  contradiction  .roTed 
unbearableW

Israel Fractures

‘ael, a soYware engineer from ’el JTiT whose grand.arents 
surTiTed Juschwit“,  described months  of  slee.lessness 
before reaching a decision she neTer imagined she would 
faceW
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Oacking bo:es in her a.artment ahead of a moTe to ;erlin, 
she saidF …’hep raised me on 6neTer againzW ’hep meant neTer 
again for anponeW –hat wezre doing in qa“a v this is not what 
thep surTiTed forW2

Jt ;en qurion Jir.ort, she was one of thousands leaTing 
that monthW -ome were poung .rofessionals ”uietlp securing 
Tisas abroad, others were families with children, unsure 
whether thep would returnW Jll carried the same uns.oken 
recognitionF the future thep had been .romised v a state that 
reconciled securitp with moralitp v no longer e:isted in the 
form thep had been taught to belieTeW ’his was not sim.lp 
emigrationW It was moral eTacuationW

Gor a generation raised on the idea that Israel embodied 
both  Dewish  surTiTal  and  liberal  Talues,  qa“a  forced  a 
reckoningW –hat remained was not Uust fear of instabilitp, 
but the recognition that the state had crossed a threshold 
from which there was no easp returnW ’he ru.ture was 
not conyned to IsraelA it radiated outward, destabilising 
the .olitical and moral foundations of the –estern alliance 
itselfW

Aaron Bushnell

Hn 3N Gebruarp 343S,  the crisis  reached a moment of 
horrifping claritp in –ashington 75W Jaron ;ushnell, a 
3jPpearPold L- Jir Gorce cpberPdefence s.ecialist, walked 
to the gates of the Israeli embassp wearing his militarp 
uniform, liTestreamed his ynal words, and set himself on 
yreW …I will no longer be com.licit in genocide,2 he stated, as 
xames engulfed himW

;ushnellzs death shocked the world, but it did not emerge 
from nowhereW It was the most e:treme articulation of a 
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sentiment s.reading ra.idlp within –estern societiesF that 
.artici.ation in Israelzs war v whether direct or indirect v 
had crossed a moral thresholdW 8is act forced into .ublic 
Tiew what goTernments had tried des.eratelp to su..ressF 
the .spchological toll  of enforced com.licitp on those 
charged with sustaining the machinerp of warW

;ushnell was not an outside actiTistA he was .art of the 
militarp spstem that armed, defended, and enabled Israelzs 
cam.aignW 8is ynal words were not spmbolic, thep were 
structuralW

–ithin  daps,  oCcials  sought  to  frame his  death  as  an 
isolated tragedp,  a mentalPhealth crisis  detached from 
.olitics, but that framing failedW 8is words, s.oken clearlp 
before his death, circulated globallp and resonated .reciselp 
because thep articulated what manp were struggling to 
nameW ’he Lnited Rations would soon describe qa“azs 
starTation as a …manPmade famineW2 ;ushnell had reached 
his conclusion earlier, without institutional language or 
di.lomatic cautionW –hat international bodies would later 
formalise, his ynal act had alreadp declaredW

–hat qa“a .roduced was not merelp outrage, it .roduced 
dislocationF  a  tearing  a.art  of  the  frameworks  .eo.le 
used to understand themselTes and their goTernmentsW Gor 
decades, –estern citi“ens had been told that their states 
stood for human rights, legalitp, and restraint, eTen when 
engaging in Tiolence abroadW qa“a destroped that yction in 
real timeW

’he  mpth  of  beneTolent  .ower  could  not  surTiTe 
highPdeynition .roofW ’his was the ru.ture that eTerpthing 
else followedW 
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;efore .rotests, before re.ression, before .arliamentarp 
colla.se, there was thisF millions of .eo.le recognising that 
what thep were seeing could not be reconciled with what 
thep had been taught to belieTeW ’he war had come homeF 
yrst to conscienceW

Mass Dissent

In 9ondon, the warzs domestic conse”uences were alreadp 
unfolding on a mass scaleW –eek aYer week, demonstrators 
ylled –hitehall, returning with a .ersistence that deyed 
.olitical fatigue, weather, and .olice containmentW ;p the 
s.ring of 343S, .rotests had taken .lace for more than 
twentp consecutiTe weeks v an e:traordinarp duration in 
modern ;ritish .olitical lifeW

’he  marches  followed  familiar  routes,  but  their  tone 
hardened as the death toll  mountedW Orotesters carried 
enlarged .hotogra.hs of qa“azs dead children, holding 
them deliberatelp beside the crests of the ;ritish stateF 
the gates of 7owning -treet, the walls of Oarliament, the 
statues of former im.erial yguresW ’he Uu:ta.osition was 
intentional and accusatorpW …‘ou did this,2 thep chanted, 
Toices echoing through the corridors of .owerW

Oolice sealed a..roaches to goTernment buildings, erecting 
metal  barriers  and de.loping mounted unitsW  7owning 
-treet became a fortiyed enclaTe, pet the crowds returned 
regardless,  standing  for  hours  as  names  were  read 
aloud v men,  women,  children v one bp oneW  ’he list 
lengthened each weekW ’he ritual became both memorial 
and indictmentW

–hat distinguished the qa“a .rotests from earlier moments 
of mass mobilisation was not their si“e alone, but their 
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durationW ’his was not an eru.tion followed bp dissi.ation, it 
was a ritualised return, sustained week aYer week in deyance 
of fatigue, .olicing, and .olitical dismissalW

;p  earlp  343S,  the  marches  had  ac”uired  a  rhpthmW 
-aturdaps belonged to qa“aW Orotesters traTelled in from 
across the countrp, oYen on the same trains, gathering at 
familiar assemblp .oints before moTing through central 
9ondonW  Eoutes  Taried  as  .olice  attem.ted  to  contain 
numbers,  but  the  destination  remained  constantF  the 
spmbolic core of ;ritish .owerW

–hitehall became a recurring stageW Oarliament -”uare, 
’rafalgar -”uare, 8pde OarkF each was reTisited, reclaimed, 
and re.ur.osed0 what had once been ciTic s.ace became 
moral groundW

Jttendance xuctuated with weather and media attention, 
but the core remainedW Gamilies returned with children 
wra..ed in  keCpehs,  elderlp demonstrators  leaned on 
canes  and  Teterans  of  antiPa.artheid  and  Ira”  –ar 
.rotests  marched  alongside  teenagers  attending  their 
yrst demonstrationW 7octors marched in scrubs, teachers 
carried handmade .lacardsW  ’he demogra.hic  breadth 
undermined oCcial attem.ts to characterise the moTement 
as marginal or e:tremistW

Js weeks turned into months, .rotest ac”uired te:tureW 
5hants  eTolTedW  ;anners  accumulated wearW  Rew faces 
learned  the  rhpthms  from  old  handsW  1olunteer  legal 
obserTers  formed  recognisable  teamsW  GirstPaid  tents 
a..earedW Good and water were distributedW ’he moTement 
ada.ted  organicallp,  deTelo.ing  the  infrastructure  of 
enduranceW
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Hne  of  the  most  .owerful  rituals  emerged  almost 
unintentionallp when names of the dead were re.eatedlp 
read aloudW -ometimes it was children, sometimes entire 
familiesW ’he reading took hours while crowds stood in 
silence,  broken  onlp  bp  occasional  sobs  or  whis.ered 
.rapersW  Oolice  lines  shiYed  uncomfortablp around  an 
atmos.here that was neither festiTe nor confrontational, but 
it was accusatorp in its restraintW ’his .ersistence .osed a 
.roblem for the stateW

;ritish  .olicing  doctrine  is  calibrated  to  deal  with 
disru.tion,  not  durationW  9arge  demonstrations  are 
e:.ected to .eak and .ass, but when thep donzt, .ressure 
builds to resolTe the anomalpW ’he qa“a .rotests refused 
resolutionW

Initiallp, the .olice ado.ted a facilitatiTe .ostureW HCcers 
escorted marches and redirected traCcW Js weeks .assed, the 
tone hardened0 5onditions were im.osed limiting routes, 
numbers, and duration while the .rotesters themselTes were 
funnelled into narrower s.acesW Kounted units a..eared 
more fre”uentlp, while facial recognition, Tideo and audio 
surTeillance intensiyedW

;p midP343S,  arrests  increased  noticeablpW  IndiTiduals 
were detained for minor infractions like ste..ing outside 
designated areas, failing to follow directions ”uicklp enough, 
dis.laping .lacards deemed .roTocatiTeW In one such case, 
an  elderlp  woman  who  had  written  …Eesistance  is  not 
terrorism2 on her .lacard was mobbed bp oCcers ne:t to 
the L- ámbassp and bundled into the nearbp lobbp of a 
residential tower block, which was then ”uicklp surrounded 
bp hundreds of demonstrators demanding thep let her goW 
9egal obserTers noted a shiY from crowd management to 
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deterrenceW ’he Uustiycation was consistencp, the eKect was 
attritionW

7es.ite  this,  the  .rotests  continuedW  áach  attem.t  at 
su..ression generated new resolTe and arrested .rotesters 
sim.lp  returned  the  following  monthW  9egal  funds 
swelled and solidaritp networks e:.andedW ’he .ersistence 
e:tended far bepond 9ondon0

Eegional cities organised their own weeklp demonstrationsW 
In Kanchester, ;irmingham, 9eeds, ;ristol, 5ardiK, and 
qlasgow, .rotesters gathered reliablp, eTen when numbers 
were smallerW ’he re.etition itself became the messageF this 
was not a moment of outrage but a sustained refusalW

LniTersities mirrored the streetsW ’eachPins, sitPins and 
encam.ments  a..eared  on  cam.uses  across  ;ritainW 
-tudents organised discussions on international law, media 
bias, and ;ritainzs militarp roleW Jdministrations warned 
against disru.tion and students staped anpwapW

–ork.laces were not immune eitherW ’rade unions .assed 
motions condemning the war and ;ritainzs inTolTementW 
-ome unions refused to handle Israeli arms shi.ments, 
while  others  faced  internal  .ressure  from  members 
demanding action bepond statementsW

Gaith  grou.s  Uoined  o.enlpW  Kos”ues,  churches,  and 
spnagogues  hosted  Tigils  and  discussionsW  Dewish 
antiPLionist organisations marched Tisiblp at the head of 
demonstrations,  carrping banners reading …Rot In Hur 
RameW2 ’heir .resence com.licated media narratiTes and 
unsettled .olitical talking .oints that e”uated o..osition 
to  Israel  with  antisemitismW  ’he  statezs  res.onse  grew 
increasinglp inconsistent0
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Hn some weekends, .rotests were allowed to .roceed with 
minimal interferenceW Hn others, .olice im.osed swee.ing 
restrictions,  citing  intelligence  that  was  neTer .ubliclp 
substantiatedW  Eoutes  were changed at  the last  minute, 
assemblp .oints were closed and .rotesters were 6kettledz for 
hours without e:.lanationW

’his  un.redictabilitp  serTed  a  .ur.oseF  it  e:hausted 
organisers and discouraged casual .artici.ants, pet it also 
e:.osed the arbitrarp nature of enforcement, reinforcing 
the .erce.tion that the law was being bent to .olitical endsW

Kedia coTerage struggled to kee. .ace with the .ersistenceW 
áarlp .rotests receiTed e:tensiTe attention, but as the weeks 
.assed, coTerage thinnedW Ee.orts focused on disru.tion 
rather than demands, arrests rather than argumentsW ’he 
absence of noTeltp made sustained .rotest harder to narrate 
within conTentional news cpcles, but the .rotests did not 
need coTerage to endure, thep had become selfPsustainingW

Oartici.ants s.oke of a growing sense of obligationW Hnce 
pou had marched ten times, sto..ing felt like abandonmentW 
qa“a did not .ause, so neither could thepW ’he .rotests 
also functioned as informal counterP.ublicsW Information 
circulated that rarelp a..eared in mainstream re.ortingF 
epewitness  accounts  from qa“a,  legal  analpses  of  siege 
tactics, testimonp from aid workersW -.eakers addressed 
crowds not as s.ectators but as .artici.ants in a moral 
struggleW

Jccess  to  alternatiTe  narratiTes  undermined the statezs 
informational  mono.olpW  It  .roduced  its  own  e:.erts, 
its  own  eTidence,  its  own  record  and  it  made  oCcial 
denials  harder  to  sustainW  Js  re.ression  increased,  so 
did ada.tation0 -maller, decentralised actions .roliferated 
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while  banner dro.s,  sitPins,  work.lace  disru.tions  and 
targeted .rotests re.laced mass marches when restrictions 
tightenedW ’he moTement learned to moTe laterallp and the 
cumulatiTe eKect was .rofoundW

;p late 343S, it was no longer .ossible to describe o..osition 
to  the  war as  e.isodic  or  emotionalA  it  had  become  a 
sustained feature of .ublic lifeW ’he state could ignore it 
rhetoricallp, but it could not make it disa..earW In this sense, 
the .rotests did not fail to inxuence .olicp because thep 
were ineKectiTe, thep failed because the .olitical spstem was 
structured to absorb dissent without pielding to it, pet eTen 
that absor.tion came at a costW

áach weekend that .rotesters returned, the contradiction 
shar.enedW  ;ritain  .resented  itself  as  a  democracp 
committed to human rights,  while re.eatedlp .olicing, 
restricting,  and  criminalising  those  who  demanded 
consistencpW  ’he  streets  became  an  archiTe  of  that 
contradictionF what the .rotests reTealed was not sim.lp 
dissent, but the limits of a .olitical spstem designed to wait 
it outW

Direct Action

Oublic  outrage  did  not  remain  spmbolic  for  longW  In 
J.ril 343S, actiTists from Oalestine Jction blockaded an 
Instro  Orecision  factorp  in  -andwich,  MentW  ’he  site, 
owned bp Israeli defence yrm álbit -pstems, manufactured 
com.onents used in Israelzs drones and missile spstemsW 

Orotesters  arriTed  before  dawn,  locking  themselTes  to 
entrances and machinerp while others scaled the .erimeter 
fence  and  s.rapP.ainted  the  building  with  the  words 
MI99áE ’á58 and LM 5HKO9I5I’0 ’he .roduction of 
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wea.ons inside, that were being used to kill children in qa“a, 
was halted for thirtpPsi: hours in an action that was surgical 
and .reciseW

It transformed ;ritainzs role in the war from di.lomatic 
abstraction into .hpsical realitp, e:.osing the infrastructure 
under.inning com.licitpW álbit -pstems had long insisted 
that  its  ;ritish  subsidiaries  o.erated  inde.endentlp of 
Israeli militarp o.erations, but blockade challenged that 
yction directlpW 5om.licitp, the actiTists argued, was not an 
o.inion, it was a su..lp chainW

Jcross áuro.e, similar scenes unfolded with increasing 
fre”uencpW In ;erlin, mass demonstrations deyed newlp 
im.osed bans  on Oalestinian xagsW  Orotesters  marched 
knowing thep risked arrest sim.lp for carrping spmbols of 
solidaritpW In Jmsterdam, dock workers refused to unload 
Israeli arms shi.ments, inToking a long tradition of labour 
resistance to warW In 7ublin, Tast crowds surrounded the 
7Nil in solidaritp with -outh Jfricazs genocide case at the 
International 5ourt of DusticeW In Kadrid, students occu.ied 
the  LniTersitp of  5om.lutense,  hanging banners  from 
balconies that readF 6Hur -ilence Is ’heir –ea.onzW

’hese .rotests were not centrallp coordinatedA thep did not 
relp on a single organisation or ideological leadershi.W ’hep 
were decentralised, continuous, and un.redictableF a global 
refusal that goTernments could neither lead nor controlW

’ogether, thep re.resented something un.recedentedF a 
sustained,  transnational  reUection of  oCcial  .olicp that 
cut  across  traditional  .olitical  diTisionsW  5onserTatiTes 
marched alongside socialists and faith grou.s stood beside 
secular actiTistsW Dewish, Kuslim, and 5hristian communities 
.rotested togetherW ’he familiar mechanisms of .olitical 
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containment v .artp lopaltp, media framing, a..eals to 
national interest v began to failW

The American Campus Uprising

’he  ru.ture  s.read  bepond  the  streets  and  into  the 
institutions  that  sha.e  –estern  intellectual  and  moral 
authoritpW

;p midP343S, more than Bj4 Jmerican cam.uses had seen 
occu.ations and mass walkoutsW -tudents erected tent cities, 
organised  dailp assemblies,  and  demanded diTestment 
from IsraeliPlinked arms yrms, surTeillance com.anies, 
and ynancial institutions underwriting the warW LniTersitp 
administrations res.onded with inUunctions, disci.linarp 
hearings, and .olice interTentionW

Jt 5olumbia LniTersitp, riot .olice were de.loped to clear 
encam.mentsW Jt L59J, counterP.rotest Tiolence eru.ted 
under the watch of cam.us securitpW Jt uniTersities across 
the countrp, students were arrested en masse, oYen dragged 
across ”uads and forced to the groundW Images circulated 
globallp, shattering the illusion that liberal democracies 
could su..ress dissent ”uietlp or without s.ectacleW In all, 
across oTer si:tp L- college cam.uses, more than B,Q44 
.rotesters v including manp students v were arrested during 
.roPOalestinian and qa“a solidaritp .rotestsW

’he .arallels with 1ietnamPera cam.us re.ression were 
e:.licit and widelp noted0 once again, uniTersities were 
being used as laboratories for testing how far dissent could 
be su..ressed in the name of national interestW Jnd pet, each 
crackdown .roduced the o..osite of its intended eKectW 
Jrrests multi.lied the moTementzs Tisibilitp, court cases 
transformed students into spmbols and facultp resignations 
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followed, as academics .ubliclp reUected what thep described 
as the .olicing of thought and the criminalisation of moral 
o..ositionW

’he  boundarp  between  foreign  .olicp  and  domestic 
legitimacp  dissolTed  com.letelpW  qa“a  was  no  longer 
e:ternalW It was .resent in lecture halls, senate chambers, and 
.olice blottersW qoTernments found themselTes defending 
not merelp an allpzs conduct abroad, but their own use 
of force against citi“ens whose onlp oKence was refusalW 
’he moral logic that Uustiyed re.ression oTerseas was being 
im.orted wholesale into domestic goTernanceW

’hat  logic  rested  on  a  single  .remiseF  dissent  itself 
constituted a threatW

The Oxford Union Vote

’he ru.ture reached the institutions that re.roduce elite 
consensusW

Hn Q 7ecember 343S, the LMzs H:ford Lnion .assed a 
motion declaring Israel an a.artheid state res.onsible for 
genocide bp an oTerwhelming marginW ’he debate was not a 
.rocedural e:ercise, it became a generational confrontation 
with inherited narratiTesW

’he decisiTe moment came during a s.eech bp Oalestinian 
author -usan Jbulhawa, who traced the historical logic of 
dis.ossession from QZSM to qa“azs destructionW -he s.oke not 
in abstractions but in human terms, detailing the Tiolence 
inxicted on Oalestinian families across generations and her 
address was not a .lea but an indictmentW

’he  hall  eru.ted  in  sustained  a..lauseW  ’he  Tote  that 
followed rexected a broader shiYF  a willingness among 

3QN

PRO
O
F



pounger elites to name what older .olitical classes still 
refused to acknowledge0 .olitical spstems built on decades 
of managed consensus began to strainW

Parliamentary Collapse

’he strain eru.ted o.enlp in ;ritish Oarliament when on 
QB Danuarp 343j, KOs from across the .olitical s.ectrum 
confronted ministers oTer arms e:.orts and Israel .olicp in 
unusuallp blunt termsW

Hther KOs accused ministers  of  moral  abdication and 
the  selectiTe  a..lication  of  humanPrights  standards, 
condemning abuses bp adTersaries while e:cusing them in 
alliesW ’he tone was confrontational, the .atience e:hausted 
and the goTernmentzs .osition grew increasinglp untenableW

Ouestions were raised re.eatedlp about whp Israelzs then 
ambassador to the LM, ’“i.i 8otoTelp v a Tocal adTocate of 
settlement e:.ansion v remained in .ost des.ite re.eated 
Tiolations cited bp the Lnited RationsW ’ime and again, 
she continued to be interTiewed on mainstream ;ritish 
news channels where she stated em.haticallpF …Israel is not 
bombing ciTilians2 and the I7G …neTer targets ciTilians2 0 she 
had in 3434 eTen described the Rakba as …an Jrab lie2W

Kinisters refused to consider e:.ulsion, but their eTasions 
onlp  widened  the  gulf  between  e:ecutiTe  .ower  and 
.arliamentarp scrutinpW Jt Orime Kinisterzs Ouestions on QB 
RoTember 343S, Inde.endent KO Jpoub Mhan challenged 
-ir Meir -tarmer directlp on the deynition of genocide under 
international lawW …qenocide2, Mhan noted, …was determined 
not bp numbers but bp intent2W -tarmer re.lied that he was 
…well aware of the deynition,2 and that this was .reciselp 
whp he had not used the termW ’he e:change ca.tured the 
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goTerning classzs dilemma in miniatureF awareness without 
acknowledgment, knowledge without namingW

;p Kap 343j,  the  .ressure  reached  a  breaking  .ointW 
7uring an e:traordinarp 5ommons debate, the Kinister 
for the Kiddle áast 8amish Galconer warned that Israelzs 
announced  .lans  for  territorial  occu.ation  and  mass 
dis.lacement would be unacce.table under international 
lawW -RO leader -te.hen Glpnn described the .olicp as 
…tantamount to ethnic cleansingW2

’hen 5onserTatiTe KO Kark Oritchard v long regarded as a 
reliable defender of Israel v rose to s.eak0

“I have been in this House for 20 years, and for many years I have 
supported Israel – pretty much at all costs, quite frankly – but today 
I say that I got it wrong. I condemn Israel for what it is doing to the 
Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank. Of course, Israeli 
and Jewish people should have the right to live in peace, but so do 
the Palestinian people. I have said it before, and I will say it again: 
the life of a Palestinian child is as precious as the life of a Jewish 
child.”

–hat had once been unsapable was now s.oken aloud, on 
the .arliamentarp recordW –hat followed was not a single 
moment of courage, but a .rolonged institutional struggle 
to absorb that truth without acting on itW –hat unfolded in 
the 8ouse of 5ommons oTer the following months was not 
a single ru.ture, but a grinding, .rocedural unraTelling of 
;ritainzs longPstanding Israel consensusW

’he confrontation did not take the form of a dramatic Tote 
or an immediate .olicp reTersalW Instead, it manifested as 
re.etitionF the same ”uestions asked week aYer week, the 
same eTasions oKered in re.lp, the same legal thresholds 
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acknowledged but neTer crossedW ’his re.etition was itself 
reTealingW  It  e:.osed  a  .olitical  spstem  attem.ting  to 
absorb moral shock without allowing it to translate into 
conse”uenceW

Oarliamentarp  scrutinp  intensiyed  as  casualtp  ygures 
mountedW KOs returned re.eatedlp to the issue of arms 
e:.orts, .ressing ministers on whether licences remained 
com.atible with ;ritainzs obligations under international 
lawW  ’he  goTernmentzs  res.onses  followed  a  familiar 
.atternF assurances that assessments were …ongoing,2 that 
no clear breach had been established,  and that  Israelzs 
intentions remained defensiTeW

’hese  formulations  were  carefullp  constructedW  ’hep 
aToided direct engagement with eTidence while .reserTing 
the  a..earance  of  diligenceW  –hen  challenged  on 
whether the goTernment acce.ted the authoritp of the 
International 5ourt of Dustice, ministers insisted that ;ritain 
res.ected international institutionsW –hen asked whether 
.roTisional measures ordered bp the 5ourt should trigger 
a reassessment of militarp su..ort, thep declined to answer 
directlpW Ees.ect, it a..eared, did not entail restraintW

KOs  who  attem.ted  to  force  claritp  were  met  with 
.rocedural resistanceW Lrgent ”uestions were downgraded, 
motions were delaped or scheduled at times unlikelp to 
attract media attention and re”uests for detailed brieyngs 
were redirected to written res.onses that arriTed weeks later, 
stri..ed of s.eciycitp0 ’he eKect was cumulatiTeF what 
initiallp a..eared as caution began to resemble obstructionW

9iberal 7emocrat KO 9apla Koran returned to the xoor 
re.eatedlp, citing re.orts from Israeli and international 
media describing the Ret“arim 5orridor as a designated …kill 
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“one,2 where ciTilians were shot on sightW áach time, she 
asked whether the goTernment had assessed these re.orts 
in relation to its own legal obligations and each time, the 
res.onse circled back to the same refrainF the goTernment 
could not comment on o.erational  details  and had no 
eTidence of wrongdoing suCcient to alter .olicpW

Hther KOs followedWWW  Ouestions were raised about the 
targeting of hos.itals, the obstruction of aid conTops, and 
the use of starTation as a method of warfareW Kinisters 
acknowledged humanitarian concern while declining to 
connect concern to actionW Js one backbench KO remarked 
.riTatelp, the goTernmentzs .osition a..eared to be that 
legalitp e:isted as a conce.t, not as a constraintW

’he tension escalated during committee hearings, where 
oCcials  were  ”uestioned  outside  the  theatre  of  the 
5ommons chamberW 8ere, the language was more reTealingF 
ciTil serTants acknowledged that intelligence sharing with 
Israel was …routine2 and …longPstanding2 but when .ressed 
on  safeguards,  thep  s.oke  in  generalities  and  when 
asked who bore res.onsibilitp if shared intelligence was 
used  in  unlawful  strikes,  answers  became eTasiTeW  ’he 
ambiguitp was strategicA bp dis.ersing res.onsibilitp across 
de.artments  and  allies,  no  single  actor  could  be  held 
accountableW

;p earlp 343j, dissent crossed .artp lines more o.enlpW 
Kore 5onserTatiTe KOs who had .reTiouslp defended Israel 
without ”ualiycation began to recalibrate their languageW 
-tatements em.hasising humanitarian concern hardened 
into e:.licit warnings about legal e:.osure while references 
to …unacce.table conduct2 a..eared in s.eeches where 
unconditional su..ort had once been assumedW
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Kark Oritchardzs interTention marked a spmbolic breaking 
.oint, but it was not an isolated conTersionW It rexected 
weeks of internal .ressure, constituent corres.ondence, and 
accumulating eTidence that could no longer be reconciled 
with established talking .oints, pet eTen as rhetoric shiYed, 
.olicp remained staticW

1otes  that  might  haTe  forced  action  were  aToidedW 
Jmendments  were  defeated  or  withdrawn  and  the 
goTernment relied on its maUoritp and .rocedural control to 
contain dissent within acce.table boundariesF the result was 
a Oarliament s.eaking more loudlp while doing Terp little0 
.arliament s.oke, but it did not actW

’his dissonance did not go unnoticedW Hutside –estminster, 
.rotesters timed demonstrations to coincide with debates, 
chanting as KOs entered and e:ited the chamberW Inside, 
KOs re.orted being confronted bp constituents demanding 
to know whp e:.ressions of concern had not translated into 
concrete measuresA the legitimacp ga. widenedW

–hat Oarliament demonstrated during this .eriod was not 
merelp diTision, but inca.acitpW ’he spstem could articulate 
moral discomfort but could not conTert it into restraintW It 
could recognise legal risk while continuing to incur it and 
it could debate genocide while continuing to arm a state 
accused of committing itW

’his .aralpsis was not accidental, it was the .roduct of 
a .olitical culture in which alliance lopaltp outweighed 
accountabilitp, and where the costs of action were .erceiTed 
as greater than the costs of com.licitpW In that sense, the 
5ommons did not fail loudlp, it failed .rocedurallp, through 
delap, diKusion, and deferral 0 in doing so, it mirrored the 
broader –estern res.onse to qa“a itselfW
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’he  .illars  of  ;ritainzs  Israel  .olicp  v  maintained 
across goTernments and generations v were beginning 
to crack under the combined weight of eTidence, law, 
and conscienceW ’he ru.ture Tisible in ;ritain was not an 
anomalp, it was .art of a broader breakdown unfolding 
across the –estern worldW

In  Grance,  KOs  walked  out  of  .arliamentarp 
sessions  rather  than  sit  through  s.eeches  defending 
Israelzs  assaultW  In qermanp,  oCcials  inToked historic 
res.onsibilitp  to  Uustifp  unconditional  su..ort,  onlp 
to  face  mass  demonstrations  accusing  the  state  of 
wea.onising 8olocaust memorp to silence o..ositionW

In  7ublin,  the  language  coming  from  a  áuro.ean 
.arliament grew steadilp more e:.licit as the scale of 
qa“azs destruction became im.ossible to denpW In Kap 
343j, Irelandzs ’Nnaiste and Goreign Kinister addressed 
the 7Nil with a bluntness rarelp heard in –estern ca.italsW

…–hat is ha..ening goes against our humanitp,2 he told 
the chamberW …It goes against the stronglp held Talues 
of the .eo.le of IrelandW2 8e condemned the siege and 
the obstruction of aid, warning that onlp …an immediate 
end to hostilities and a full, unim.eded resum.tion of 
humanitarian aid deliTerp can .reTent a further descent 
into that grim realitp for qa“ansW2

7aps later, the Irish .arliament went furtherW In a formal 
motion, de.uties declared that thep …stronglp condemn the 
continuing Israeli militarp o.erations in qa“a2 and that thep 
…abhor Israelzs clear .lans to not onlp .ersist but go further, 
to starTe, to dis.lace, to kill, to con”uerW2 ’he language was 
not di.lomatic, nor was it hedgedW ’he 7Nil described what 
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it  was witnessing in a single,  deTastating .hraseF  …eTil 
bepond wordsW2

’hat  Uudgment  did  not  emerge  in  isolationW  Konths 
earlier,  Irelandzs  .arliament  had  alreadp  ado.ted  a 
nonPbinding  motion  stating  that  …genocide  is  being 
.er.etrated  before  our epes  bp Israel  in  qa“aW2 Gor a 
–estern legislature to use the word genocide in an oCcial 
resolution was e:traordinarpW It meant that inside one of 
áuro.ezs oldest democracies, qa“a was no longer being 
framed as a tragic war, but as a crime unfolding in real 
timeW

5onfronted  with  sustained  o..osition,  –estern 
goTernments reached instinctiTelp for the instruments of 
controlW ámergencp .owers were normalised, deynitions 
of e:tremism were widened with legal language stretched 
to criminalise association, e:.ression, and eTen .ro:imitpW

’he rhetorical shiY was swiY and unmistakableF Orotest 
became  …intimidation,2  Uournalism  was  reframed  as 
…information  warfare,2  and  solidaritp  was  recast  as 
…su..ort2 for terrorismW áach redeynition lowered the 
threshold for state interTentionW Js dissent .ersisted and 
legitimacp eroded, the state shiYed from managing fallout 
to containing itW

Rowhere was this transformation clearer than in ;ritainW

State Repression

’he  alignment  between  foreign  .olicp and  domestic 
re.ression became increasinglp e:.licitW ’hese measures 
did  not  emerge  as  a  series  of  oTerreactions,  but  as  a 
coherent goTerning res.onse to a crisis of legitimacpW
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In  late  343S,  ;ritainzs  5rown  Orosecution  -erTice 
charged ’onp qreenstein, a seTentpPonePpearPold Dewish 
antiPLionist actiTist and writer, under the ’errorism Jct 
for a socialPmedia .ost e:.ressing su..ort for Oalestinian 
resistanceW ’he charge carried a .otential fourteenPpear 
.rison sentenceW –hat followed showed that this was not 
a spmbolic gesture but the o.ening moTe in a far more 
aggressiTe cam.aignW

qreenstein was arrested in a dawn raid bp counterPterrorism 
.olice,  who  sei“ed  his  com.uters,  .hone  and  digital 
archiTesW –hen he a..lied for their return, the .olice told 
the court thep were being retained because thep would 
.roTide …a highlp releTant insight into his mind2W 8e was 
not accused of .lanning Tiolence or .roTiding material 
su..ortA his alleged oKence was .olitical e:.ressionW Js 
qreenstein himself .ut it, …‘ou might think I had been 
.re.aring a bomb for the Israeli embasspW In fact mp crime 
was disagreeing with goTernment .olicpW2

Js his case moTed toward 5rown 5ourt in earlp 343N under 
-ection Q3 of the ’errorism Jct, qreenstein warned that he 
no longer knew what he was legallp .ermitted to write or sap 
about qa“a in his ca.acitp as a UournalistW …Gor the yrst time 
in mp thirtpPsi:Ppear career,2 he wrote, …I am no longer sure 
what bp law I can sap about an issue of maUor international 
im.ortanceW2 Hther re.orters and commentators critical 
of  Israel,  he said,  were alreadp facing similar forms of 
intimidationF the law was being re.ur.osed to turn analpsis 
of a foreign war into a form of domestic e:tremismW

’he spmbolism was unmistakable0 if a Dewish critic of 
Lionism could be .rosecuted as a terrorism sus.ect for 
s.eech alone, no one was immuneW ’he message was not 
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limited to Oalestine actiTists,  it  e:tended to Uournalists, 
academics and anpone whose words might be construed as 
spm.athp for an occu.ied .eo.le resisting a militarp .owerW

’he crackdown accelerated in the summer of 343jW ’he 
LM goTernment moTed to .roscribe Oalestine Jction as a 
terrorist organisation, .lacing it in the same legal categorp 
as I-I- with a Uustiycation that relied on a deliberatelp 
e:.ansiTe inter.retation of terrorism legislationW

In  court,  goTernment  lawpers  acknowledged  that  the 
.roscri.tion was …draconian, and deliberatelp soW2

-u..ort for the grou., membershi., or eTen the dis.lap 
of its logo became .unishable bp u. to fourteen pears in 
.risonW ’he im.lications were immediate and chillingF bp 
the end of -e.tember 343j, oCcial LM goTernment statistics 
showed that Q,NB4 of the Q,MMN terrorismPrelated arrests 
in ;ritain were linked to Oalestine Jction, meaning that 
almost nine out of eTerp ten terrorism arrests in the countrp 
were connected to su..ort for a single nonPTiolent .rotest 
moTementW

;p the end of the pear, human rights organisations and 
ciTil societp monitoring grou.s estimated that more than 
3,V44 .eo.le had been arrested for e:.ressing su..ort for 
Oalestine Jction, including blind .eo.le, disabled .eo.le 
and .rotesters in their eighties, manp of them detained 
sim.lp for holding .lacards, the most common of which 
readF 6I o..ose genocideW I su..ort Oalestine JctionWz

–hat had once been a counterPterrorism framework aimed 
at Tiolent networks was now being used to .olice .olitical 
s.eech on an un.recedented scaleW ’hose detained included 
clergp, academics, students, .ensioners and cam.aigners 
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with no historp of Tiolence with manp charged for holding 
signs .leading for the slaughter of ciTilians in qa“a to sto., 
outside goTernment buildingsW

9egal  obserTers  warned  that  the  decision  eKectiTelp 
criminalised  .rotest  itselfW  ’he  Lnited  Rations  8igh 
5ommissioner  for  8uman  Eights  condemned  the 
.roscri.tion as aF …dangerous abuse of counterPterrorism 
.owersW2

;ehind the scenes,  the .olitical  nature of  the decision 
became clearer stillW It later emerged that the 8ome HCce 
had determined Oalestine Jction met the legal threshold for 
.roscri.tion months before the .rotest cited as UustiycationW 
’he ban had not been reactiTe, it had been .remeditated, 
awaiting a .oliticallp useful triggerW

Ginancial  re.ression  followed  swiYlp0  banks  fro“e  the 
accounts of grassroots Oalestine solidaritp grou.s without 
warning  or  e:.lanation  and  fundraising  .latforms 
sus.ended .agesW Oapments intended for humanitarian aid 
were delaped or blocked entirelp and organisations that 
had o.erated lawfullp for pears found themselTes suddenlp 
unable to .ap rent, staK, or legal feesW …’his is ynancial 
censorshi.,2 one cam.aigner said, …’hep are .reTenting aid 
from reaching qa“a bp strangling the organisations that 
su..ort it2W 5am.aigners called it 6ynancial as.hp:iationzW

’he statezs coerciTe a..aratus began to mirror the war 
it  defended0 Js  the  Ketro.olitan  Oolice  was  bundling 
old .eo.le into Tans and charging them for terrorism, 
the force ac”uired a xeet of -and5at armoured Tehicles 
manufactured  bp  the  Israeli  defence  com.anp  Olasan 
and  marketed  as  …battlePtested2  in  qa“aW  ’hep  were 
designed for urban warfareF armoured hulls, gun .orts, 
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and riotPsu..ression conygurationsF critics dubbed them 
…genocidePtestedW2

’he spmbolism was im.ossible to missWWW  ;ritish .olice 
were now de.loping Israeli militarp hardware reyned in 
qa“azs ruins against qa“azs su..orters in 9ondon streetsW 
’raining materials em.hasised crowd control, containment, 
and ra.id dis.ersalA tactics increasinglp de.loped against 
.eaceful demonstratorsA what had been foreign war was 
becoming domestic goTernanceW

Jcross  áuro.e  and  Rorth  Jmerica,  similar  measures 
.roliferatedW Oalestinian xags were banned from .ublic 
s.aces  and  social  media  .osts  were  criminalisedW 
JntiPLionism was increasinglp conxated with antisemitism 
bp  oCcial  decree  while  uniTersities  reTised  codes  of 
conduct to restrict .olitical e:.ressionW 5ultural institutions 
cancelled  e:hibitions,  .erformances,  and  lectures  in 
antici.ation of controTersp0 each measure reTealed the 
same  underlping  truthW  Gree  s.eech  in  the  –est  was 
conditionalW

–hat made the moment uni”uelp destabilising was not 
re.ression  alone,  but  its  TisibilitpW  ’he  contradiction 
between .roclaimed democratic Talues and liTed realitp 
became im.ossible to concealW qoTernments that had s.ent 
decades lecturing the world on human rights now struggled 
to  e:.lain  whp .eaceful  .rotesters  were  being  beaten, 
arrested, and surTeilled for o..osing mass ciTilian slaughterW 
Kedia outlets  that  cham.ioned free e:.ression abroad 
remained cons.icuouslp silent when it  was curtailed at 
homeW

’he war had not onlp come home, it had begun to resha.e 
the rules of goTernanceW ’his tightening at home coincided 
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with a dee.ening of  ;ritainzs  material  and o.erational 
inTolTement in the war itselfW

Britain’s Hidden Hand

–hile ministers .ubliclp insisted that ;ritain was urging 
restraint, dePescalation and res.ect for international law, 
;ritish militarp infrastructure was being woTen directlp into 
Israelzs war eKortW

Grom EJG Jkrotiri in 5p.rus, Eopal Jir Gorce surTeillance 
aircraY xew hundreds of reconnaissance missions oTer qa“a 
throughout the cam.aignA xights that did not .ause during 
declared ceaseyresW ’heir .ur.ose, the Kinistrp of 7efence 
maintained, was narrowlp deynedF intelligence gathering in 
su..ort of …hostage rescue2 and situational awareness, but 
that e:.lanation ”uicklp unraTelled under scrutinpW

H.enPsource  xightPtracking  data  reTealed  that  EJG 
intelligence  .latforms  re.eatedlp  orbited  qa“a  during 
.eriods of intense Israeli bombardmentW Hn at least one 
occasion, a ;ritish surTeillance aircraY was tracked landing 
at Israelzs ReTatim airbaseF the o.erational hub of the Israeli 
Jir Gorcezs GPBj s”uadrons conducting bombing raids across 
the -tri.W  ’he Kinistrp of 7efence declined to e:.lain 
whp a ;ritish intelligence asset had landed at the centre 
of Israelzs air cam.aign, or what information map haTe 
been e:changed there with re”uests for clariycation met 
with delaps, nonPanswers, or blanket inTocations of national 
securitpW

’he timing of ;ritish reconnaissance missions re.eatedlp 
coincided with massPcasualtp eTents in qa“aW –hen asked 
whether intelligence shared bp the LM could haTe been used 
for targeting, ministers refused to answer directlpW Instead, 
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thep reiterated that ;ritain o.erated …within the law2 v a 
formulation that aToided addressing whether the law itself 
was being TiolatedW

Lnder international law, the .roTision of intelligence that 
materiallp assists militarp o.erations can establish direct 
res.onsibilitp for the conse”uences of those o.erationsW 
;ritain was no longer merelp su..lping wea.ons licences, 
di.lomatic coTer, or rhetorical su..ort, it was embedded in 
the o.erational chain of a war alreadp under scrutinp bp the 
I5DW

EJG trans.ort  aircraY  also  made  nearPdailp  xights  to 
Israel0 ’he goTernment refused to disclose the nature of 
their cargo, citing securitp e:em.tions and Greedom of 
Information re”uests were reUected or indeynitelp delapedW 
HCcials  declined  to  conyrm  whether  the  .lanes  were 
carrping wea.ons, s.are .arts or other militarp e”ui.ment 
essential to sustaining Israelzs cam.aignW

Jt the same time, Israeli militarp refuelling tankers landed 
re.eatedlp at EJG ;ri“e Rorton, the same base that would 
later be targeted bp Oalestine Jction actiTists .rotesting 
;ritainzs militarp roleW ’he goTernment ultimatelp cited this 
o.eration as eTidence of the grou.zs alleged threat, while 
declining to acknowledge the actiTitp being .rotestedW

Lnder international law, genocide is not something to be 
merelp condemned but something that must be actiTelp 
.reTentedW ’he qenocide 5onTention re”uires states to use 
all reasonablp aTailable means to sto. it, including cutting 
arms,  monep and  .olitical  su..ort  and  .ursuing legal 
accountabilitpW ;ecause those duties bind goTernments, 
citi“ens are legallp .rotected when thep use .rotest, bopcott, 
e:.osure and ciTil  resistance to block their own statezs 
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com.licitpW ’his is not a .olitical Tiew but the core logic of 
the law itselfF when mass e:termination is underwap, .eo.le 
.ower becomes a lawful instrument of .reTentionW

’he .attern was unmistakableW ;ritain was sustaining Israelzs 
war eKort  logisticallp and  o.erationallp while  .ubliclp 
.erforming concern and restraint, eTen as it criminalised 
those who tried to sto. what was being done in their nameW

The Missing Fourth Estate

’he  media  res.onse  was  nearPtotal  silence0  7es.ite 
the scale and signiycance of ;ritainzs  inTolTement,  the 
;;5 .ublished onlp a single article on the surTeillance 
xights oTer more than a pearW ’here were no sustained 
inTestigations, no editorial cam.aigns, no teleTised debates 
e:amining the legal im.lications of intelligence sharing in 
a war under actiTe international adUudicationW 5ommercial 
broadcasters  followed  the  same .athF  the  absence  was 
cons.icuousW

;ritain  was  conducting  hundreds  of  militarp missions 
in  su..ort  of  a  foreign  assault  that  had  killed  tens 
of  thousands  of  ciTilians,  using  .ublic  funds,  without 
meaningful  .arliamentarp  debate  or  sustained  media 
scrutinpW ’he silence functioned as a form of insulationA 
.rotecting ministers from accountabilitp bp kee.ing the 
.ublic uninformedW

’his omission was not accidentalW ’o re.ort the xights fullp 
would haTe colla.sed the carefullp maintained distinction 
between …su..ort2 and .artici.ation, forcing a reckoning 
with ;ritainzs .otential legal e:.osure under international 
humanitarian law, so silence became insulationW
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Js the celebrated ;ritish .olitical Uournalist Oeter Hborne, 
author  of Complicit:  Britain’s  Role  in  the  Destruction  of 
Gaza,  has  argued,  ;ritainzs  role  in  Oalestine  did  not 
begin with the current warW ;ritish com.licitp, e:ercised 
not onlp through di.lomacp and arms but through the 
management of information, runs from the QZQV ;alfour 
7eclaration through the Kandate .eriod to the .resent dapW 
It is a continuous spstem of enabling dis.ossession while 
.rotecting those in .ower from conse”uenceW –hat has 
changed is not .olicp but TisibilitpW

Grom  the  start,  ;ritainzs  leading  news.a.ers  .laped  a 
central role in this .rocess, am.liyed bp their e:traordinarp 
reachW ’itles such as The Times,  the Manchester Guardian 
and the Daily Telegraph circulated not onlp across ;ritain 
but throughout the em.ire, read bp oCcials, settlers and 
elites from 5airo to 7elhiW ’heir framing of Oalestine as a 
storp of .rogress and deTelo.ment, with Lionist settlement 
.resented as modernisation and Oalestinian resistance as 
disorder, became the lens through which an im.erial .ublic 
understood eTentsW ’he machinerp of ;ritish rule, including 
emergencp laws, land transfers, mass arrests and e:ecutions, 
rarelp a..eared as the main storpW Eeaders saw instabilitp, 
not the colonial engineering behind itW

’he same framing sha.ed coTerage of the QZSM catastro.heW 
Js  more  than  V44,444 Oalestinians  were  e:.elled  and 
hundreds of Tillages destroped, .a.ers such as The Times, the 
Manchester Guardian and the Daily Herald treated the eTent 
as a tragic conxict between communitiesW ;ritainzs role in 
arming and training Lionist forces, disarming Oalestinians, 
structuring land ownershi. through law and withdrawing in 
a wap that enabled mass dis.lacement was written outW ’he 
Tiolence was .resented as historp, not as .olicpW
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’hat  .attern rea..eared during the QZjN -ue“ crisisW 
;ritain  secretlp  colluded  with  Israel  and  Grance  to 
attack ágp.t aYer Rasser nationalised the canal, using 
Israel as a forward strike force for im.erial  aimsW ‘et 
news.a.ers  such  as  the Daily  Mail,  the Daily  Express 
and The Times,  which then enUoped circulations in the 
millions  far e:ceeding those  of  todapzs  .ress,  largelp 
acce.ted the goTernmentzs coTer storp of .eacekee.ing 
and restraintW Israel was shown acting defensiTelp while 
;ritainzs orchestration of the war faded from TiewW

In  earlier  eras  this  spstem  could  surTiTeW  –ith  mass 
readershi.s  at  home and lopal  distribution  networks 
across  the  colonies,  a  small  number  of  .owerful 
newsrooms could sha.e what entire .o.ulations belieTedW 
7istance, delap and editorial control yltered im.erial 
Tiolence before it reached the .ublicW In qa“a it unfolded 
in real timeW Images from hos.itals, .hones in the rubble, 
satellite data and eTen Israeli soldiersz own .osts s.read 
globallp before oCcial  narratiTes  could stabiliseW  ’he 
statezs abilitp to manage what was seen began to colla.seA 
this is the throughPline Hborne is .ointing toW ’he storp 
was neTer that ;ritain sto..ed su..orting dis.ossession, 
it was that, for the yrst time the .ublic could no longer be 
ke.t from seeing itW

’he mainstream mediazs collectiTe silence in the .resent 
conxict was oYen defended as cautionW áditors inToked 
im.artialitp, legal risk, and the need to aToid inxaming 
tensionsW In .ractice, these Uustiycations functioned as 
ylters, sha.ing not onlp how stories were framed, but 
which stories were deemed .ublishable at allA the result 
was not oTert censorshi., but spstematic omissionW
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’he .roscri.tion of Oalestine Jction was re.orted largelp 
as a .ublicPorder measure, with minimal e:amination of 
its im.lications for free e:.ression and .rotestW Jrrests 
were coTered e.isodicallp, stri..ed of conte:t, framed as 
isolated incidents rather than manifestations of a broader 
shiY in goTernanceW 9egal com.le:itp became a .rete:t for 
aToidance, with editors citing the diCcultp of e:.laining 
terrorism legislation or international humanitarian lawW ’he 
eKect was to e:clude .reciselp the information necessarp for 
democratic accountabilitpW

-ilence  was  also  .roduced  through  framingW  5oTerage 
that  did  a..ear  fre”uentlp  em.hasised  disru.tion, 
inconTenience, and disorderW Orotesters were reduced to 
numbers, slogans, or traCc delapsW ’heir arguments v and 
the eTidence under.inning them v were marginalisedW

Jt the same time, oCcial statements were re.roduced with 
minimal interrogation while claims of restraint, legalitp, and 
humanitarian concern were re.orted as .ositions rather 
than .ro.ositions re”uiring TeriycationW ’he aspmmetrp 
was consistentF .ower s.oke, dissent was describedW

Dournalists working within mainstream outlets described 
informal constraintsW qa“aPrelated stories were subUected 
to heightened editorial scrutinp, with accusatorp language 
oYen  soYened  while  conte:t  was  trimmed,  if  it  was 
.resented in the yrst .laceW 9egal de.artments .laped an 
increasinglp .rominent role in editorial  decisionsW  ’he 
result was not a single red line, but a narrowing corridor of 
acce.table discourseW

’his  narrowing  was  rarelp  acknowledged  o.enlp  but 
manifested instead as fatigueW áditors claimed audiences 
were …oTer itW2 Oroducers  worried about  re.etition and 
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noTeltp  became  a  gatekee.ing  criterion,  eTen  as  the 
underlping  realitp  remained  unchangedW  ‘et  the  Terp 
.ersistence of qa“a v its refusal to recede v made silence 
harder to sustainW

Inde.endent  media  ylled  some  of  the  ga.,  but  their 
reach was  limitedW  -ocial  media circulated images  and 
testimonp, but without the institutional am.liycation that 
mainstream outlets .roTideW ’he information ecospstem 
fractured, .roducing .arallel realities rather than shared 
understandingW

J societp cannot debate what it is not shownW It cannot hold 
.ower to account for actions it is not inTited to e:amineW 
-ilence does not merelp obscure realitpA it sha.es itW

;p midP343j, the ga. between what manp citi“ens knew 
and what the media acknowledged had become a source of 
dee. mistrustW Judiences turned awap not because thep were 
disengaged, but because thep recognised omissionW ’he war 
had come home not onlp to streets and .risons, but to the 
credibilitp of the institutions that claimed to inform the 
.ublic, resulting in not merelp controTersp, but a crisis of 
legitimacpW

Policing the Consequences

–hat had unfolded in the .rosecutions, .roscri.tion orders, 
ynancial  free“es  and  mass  arrests  was  not  a  series  of 
disconnected e:cesses, but the emergence of a goTerning 
logic designed to contain a crisis of legitimacp without 
conceding .ower, in which the .ur.ose was not sim.lp to 
su..ress .rotest but to manage the .olitical fallout of a war 
that could no longer be defended on its own termsW
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Oublic demonstrations were met with heaTier .olicing and 
e:.anded surTeillance .owers, with arrests increasinglp 
Uustiyed  under  .ublicPorder  and  counterPterrorism 
legislation originallp intended for organised crime and 
.olitical  Tiolence,  while  the  threshold  for interTention 
steadilp fell  as  qa“a solidaritp itself  was  reclassiyed as 
a securitp risk,  and actiTists  re.orted being sto..ed at 
air.orts, ”uestioned about their .olitical Tiews and warned 
that continued inTolTement could aKect their em.lopment 
or their right to traTel, in what lawpers described as a climate 
of intimidation designed not merelp to secure conTictions 
but to e:haust and deterW

’he  legal  architecture  under.inning  this  shiY  was 
deliberatelp  elastic,  with  terms  such  as  …su..ort,2 
…association,2 and …encouragement2 stretched to encom.ass 
s.eech, spmbolism and .ro:imitp, not as a defect of draYing 
but as a feature of design, since the state did not need to 
.rosecute eTerpone in order to im.ose disci.line, onlp to 
make e:am.les, allowing uncertaintp itself to do much of 
the workW

–hat  made  the  domestic  res.onse  to  qa“a  es.eciallp 
destabilising was not re.ression alone but the wap it was 
administered, because enforcement o.erated less through 
dramatic trials than through .rocedure, ambiguitp and 
delap, .resenting itself not as .unishment but as neutral 
.rocess, a distinction that allowed the state to claim ydelitp 
to  the  rule  of  law  eTen  as  the  sco.e  of  what  could 
be sanctioned e:.anded far bepond anpthing .reTiouslp 
toleratedW

In .ractice, re.ression unfolded across multi.le legal lapers 
simultaneouslp, with .ublicPorder legislation goTerning 
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where .rotests could occur, how long thep could last and 
what forms of e:.ression were .ermitted, while terrorism 
law  hoTered  in  the  background  to  heighten  risk  and 
uncertaintp and ynancial regulation su..lied a ”uieter but 
e”uallp .owerful leTer bp restricting the xow of resources to 
organisations deemed .roblematic, each laper reinforcing 
the others and .roducing a web of com.liance rather than a 
single .oint of controlW

’he 5rown Orosecution -erTice .laped a central role in 
this spstem, because rather than .ursuing ra.id conTictions 
.rosecutors relied on delap, .ost.oning charging decisions, 
adUourning bail  hearings and im.osing conditions that 
restricted moTement, association and s.eech for months 
at a time, so that the .unishment lap not in sentence but 
in .rocess, a realitp defence lawpers described as a spstem 
calibrated to e:haust, in which re.eated court a..earances, 
mounting legal costs and .rolonged uncertaintp destabilised 
liTelihoods and isolated defendants from their su..ort 
networks, ensuring that eTen when cases were eTentuallp 
dro..ed the damage had alreadp been doneW

’he elasticitp of legal deynitions .roTed decisiTe, since 
dis.laping a spmbol, sharing a .ost or attending a meeting, 
actions once understood as .olitical e:.ression, could now 
be treated as eTidence, blurring the boundarp between 
adTocacp  and  criminalitp  until  ambiguitp  itself  began 
to function as deterrence, with .eo.le withdrawing not 
because thep belieTed themselTes guiltp but because the risk 
had become incalculableW

’he  cumulatiTe  eKect  was  to  narrow  the  yeld  of 
.ermissible  action  as  organisers  grew cautious,  eTents 
were  cancelled,  statements  soYened  or  withheld  and 
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internal  tensions  intensiyed  while  grou.s  argued  oTer 
how far thep could go without triggering enforcement, 
with the chill e:tending into .rofessional life as teachers 
were  warned  against  discussing  qa“a  in  classrooms, 
uniTersitp administrators issued guidance urging staK to 
aToid …inxammatorp language2 and Uournalists described 
heightened legal scrutinp of qa“aPrelated re.orting, with 
lawpers increasinglp sha.ing editorial decisions that had 
once been matters of Uournalistic Uudgment, all without anp 
need for e:.licit censorshi. because the lawzs ambiguitp did 
the workW

’hese measures o.erated uneTenlp, since wellPresourced 
institutions could naTigate the terrain with legal teams 
and insurance while inde.endent Uournalists, students and 
grassroots actiTists could not, leaTing enforcement to fall 
most heaTilp on those least able to absorb it and allowing the 
spstem to re.roduce ine”ualitp while continuing to claim 
neutralitpW

HCcials continued to insist that ;ritain remained a free 
societp goTerned bp the rule of law, which was formallp 
true insofar as courts remained o.en, a..eals were .ossible 
and rights  still  e:isted  on .a.er,  but  substantiTelp the 
s.ace for dissent had narrowed as the distance between 
legalitp and legitimacp widened, leaTing actions lawful in 
the narrow sense while corroding the democratic .rinci.les 
thep claimed to .rotect so that law became not a shield 
against .ower but a means of e:ercising itW

’his transformation re”uired no authoritarian declaration, 
emerging  instead  incrementallp  through  .recedent, 
discretion and administratiTe inertia, as each decision could 
be defended in isolation eTen while taken together thep 
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amounted  to  a  fundamental  shiY  in  how  dissent  was 
goTernedW

 ’he warzs domestic logic was now embedded in statute, 
.rocedure and .ractice, leaTing not the absence of freedom 
but  its  conditionalitp,  as  .rocess  ceased to  function as 
deterrence and gaTe wap to conynementW 

Behind Bars

;p the  autumn of  343j,  the  conse”uences  of  ;ritainzs 
qa“a .olicp had reached one of the statezs most controlled 
and least Tisible institutionsW 8ere, the distinction between 
accusation and .unishment colla.sed entirelpW

In RoTember, si: Oalestine Jction actiTists held on remand 
at  8KO OentonTille  began  a  hunger  strikeW  Rone  had 
been conTicted of anp crimeA thep were being held under 
conditions  that,  according  to  their  lawpers,  bore  little 
relation  to  the  legal  .resum.tion  of  innocenceW  ’heir 
demands were s.eciyc and limitedF bail hearings without 
indeynite delap, an end to .rolonged isolation, access to 
legal corres.ondence without interference, and the reTersal 
of the organisationzs .roscri.tionW ’he hunger strike was not 
framed as martprdom, it was a .rocedural .rotest against 
a spstem that had ceased to distinguish between accusation 
and .unishmentW

–ithin daps, the strike began to s.readW Orisoners in other 
facilities  signalled  their  intention  to  Uoin  in  solidaritpW 
Kessages  emerged  through  lawpers  and  familp  Tisits 
describing  conditions  that  blurred  the  line  between 
detention and re.risalW Eemand .risoners re.orted being 
locked in their cells for e:tended .eriods, denied access to 
communal areas, and subUected to constant monitoringW
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’he  strikers  described  conyscation  of  religious  items, 
interference with legal mail, and Terbal harassment bp staKW 
Ee”uests for inde.endent medical oTersight were delaped or 
ignoredW -u..orters outside warned .ubliclp that the state 
a..eared willing to let .risonersz health deteriorate rather 
than concede .olitical groundW

Hne su..orter attending dailp Tigils outside the .rison saidF 
…’hepzre being .unished for what thep belieTe, not for 
what thepzTe been conTicted of, because thep haTenzt been 
conTicted of anpthingW2

Hn  Qj  RoTember  343j,  hundreds  gathered  outside 
8KO OentonTille  in  solidaritpW  ’he demonstration was 
.eaceful and tightlp organisedW Orotesters carried .lacards 
demanding bail for the .risoners and an end to what thep 
described as .oliticallp motiTated detentionW Oolice erected 
barriers  and  de.loped  oCcers  in  signiycant  numbers, 
monitoring the crowd closelpW

Jmong those .resent was inde.endent Uournalist 7aTid 
9ear,  who  had  been  ylming qa“aPrelated  .rotests  and 
solidaritp actions across ;ritainW 7uring a confrontation 
initiated bp a counterP.rotester, 9ear colla.sedW ámergencp 
serTices were called but he was .ronounced dead shortlp 
aYerwardsW

Ro maUor ;ritish news outlet re.orted his deathW Rot the 
;;5  or  ’he  quardian,  not  -kp  Rews  and  not  I’1W  J 
Uournalist had died while documenting qa“a solidaritp in 
;ritain 0 and the media erased himW ’hose .resent at the 
.rotest described the silence as surrealW Hne attendee later 
saidF …If this had ha..ened anpwhere else in the world, 
thepzd be calling it re.ressionW ;ecause it ha..ened here, 
thep .retended it didnzt ha..en at allW2
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’he absence of coTerage was not incidentalW ’o acknowledge 
9earzs  death  would  haTe  re”uired  acknowledging  the 
conditions that .roduced itF the criminalisation of .rotest, 
the escalation of .olicing, and the e:tension of qa“azs moral 
crisis  into ;ritainzs  .enal  spstemW It  would haTe forced 
”uestions about whp a Uournalist coTering .eaceful .rotest 
had died in the shadow of a ma:imumPsecuritp res.onse, 
and whp that fact alone was deemed unre.ortableW

’he  hunger  strike  at  OentonTille  continuedW  Orisoners 
refused food while su..orters ke.t Tigil outside the gates 
and families waited an:iouslp for word from their lawpersW 
Kedical staK conducted routine checks, but cam.aigners 
warned that oTersight remained insuCcient and o.a”ueW Js 
seTeral Oalestine Jction hunger strikers were hos.italised 
and their health deteriorated, the media res.onse remained 
mutedW ’he onlp moment to break through came when 
qreta ’hunberg was carried awap bp .olice for holding a 
sign reading, …I su..ort Oalestine Jction .risonersW I o..ose 
genocideW2

Inside the media ecospstem, silence .ersisted and in that 
sense, silence functioned as .olicpW ;p omitting certain 
stories, media institutions insulated .olitical .ower from 
scrutinpW ’hep reduced the re.utational cost of re.ression 
and thep limited the feedback loo. between .ublic outrage 
and .olitical conse”uenceW ’his was not a cons.iracp, it 
was a conTergence of incentiTesF legal risk aTersion, access 
Uournalism, institutional inertia, and an internalised sense of 
where boundaries lapW

’he .rison, long a spmbol of 1ictorian .unishment and 
modern  oTercrowding,  became  an  unlikelp  but  ytting 
end.oint for qa“azs domestic UournepW –hat began as an 
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assault thousands of miles awap had resha.ed ;ritainzs 
relationshi. with dissent, legalitp, and truthW ’he war had 
followed its su..orters home, into the cells and corridors of 
the ;ritish .enal spstemW

The State Consolidates

;p midP343j, the .olitical res.onse to qa“azs domestic 
fallout  had hardened into  something recognisable  and 
spstematicW –hat began as reactiTe .olicing and ad hoc 
.rosecutions eTolTed into a coherent .ostureF dissent was no 
longer an inconTenience to be managed, but a threat to be 
neutralisedW

In  ;ritain,  ministers  continued  to  insist  that  .rotest 
rights were being res.ected and that enforcement actions 
were .ro.ortionateW  In .ractice,  the boundarp between 
lawful e:.ression and criminal liabilitp grew increasinglp 
indistinctW

OublicPorder  legislation  was  a..lied  e:.ansiTelp  and 
arrests  were  made  .rePem.tiTelpW  Orotest  conditions 
were  tightened  to  the  .oint  of  functional  bans  while 
demonstrations that had taken .lace weeklp for months 
without incident were suddenlp reclassiyed as securitp risks, 
Uustiyed bp Tague references to .ublic safetp and national 
cohesionW

9awpers re.resenting .rotesters re.orted a marked shiY 
in .rosecutorial toneW 5harges were framed broadlp, bail 
conditions were restrictiTe and delaps were multi.liedF the 
.rocess itself became .unitiTeW

’he ’errorism Jct, originallp draYed to address organised 
.olitical Tiolence, was re.ur.osed to regulate s.eech and 
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associationW  7eynitions  of  …su..ort2  and 
…encouragement2 were inter.reted elasticallp, creating 
legal e:.osure not onlp for actiTists but for Uournalists, 
academics,  and  ordinarp  citi“ens  engaging  in  .ublic 
debateW ’he chilling eKect was immediateW

5ommunitp organisations cancelled meetings and Tenues 
withdrew bookingsW LniTersities ”uietlp adTised staK to 
aToid controTersial to.icsW Dournalists re.orted increased 
editorial scrutinp of qa“aPrelated coTerage, with language 
soYened,  stories  delaped,  or  dro..ed  entirelpW  –hat 
was emerging was not  a single act  of  censorshi.,  but 
an ecospstem of constraintF the .olicing of s.eech was 
mirrored bp the .olicing of informationW

Js  ;ritainzs  militarp  role  in  qa“a  became  harder 
to  denp,  oCcial  communication  grew  more  o.a”ueW 
Ee”uests  for  information  about  surTeillance  xights, 
intelligence sharing, and arms transfers were met with 
blanket refusalsW Oarliamentarp ”uestions were dexected, 
oTersight mechanisms stalledW

’he Kinistrp of 7efence re.eated the same formulation 
when .ressedF ;ritain was acting …within the lawW2 –hat 
that law .ermitted, and who inter.reted it,  remained 
cons.icuouslp undeynedW

’he ga. between rhetoric  and realitp widened further 
as  international  legal  scrutinp intensiyedW  –hile  -outh 
Jfricazs case .roceeded at the International 5ourt of Dustice, 
;ritish ministers declined to comment substantiTelp, citing 
the need to res.ect Uudicial inde.endenceA eTen as thep 
continued to .roTide material and o.erational su..ort to 
one of the .arties under inTestigationW ’his .osture reTealed 
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a dee.er contradictionF the rule of law was inToked as a 
shield against accountabilitp, not as a guide to actionW

Inside the media, the narrowing of .ermissible discourse 
became increasinglp TisibleW áditors insisted that coTerage 
remained balanced and im.artial, but in .ractice, re.orting 
focused on di.lomatic  statements and abstract  .rocess 
while the material conse”uences of ;ritish inTolTement 
were  marginalisedW  ’he result  was  a  form of  omission 
UournalismF facts leY une:amined, connections une:.lored, 
res.onsibilitp diKusedW Gor audiences .aping attention, the 
.attern was unmistakableA the more eTidence accumulated, 
the less was saidW ’his silence was not merelp a failure of 
courage, it functioned as .olicpW

;p limiting  what  could  be  discussed  o.enlp,  the  state 
reduced the s.ace for democratic challengeW ;p framing 
dissent as e:tremism, it Uustiyed re.ression and bp obscuring 
its own role, it aToided legal e:.osureW ’he warzs domestic 
logic had com.leted its transformationW –hat had begun 
as foreign .olicp alignment had become internal disci.lineW 
’he conse”uences were uneTenlp distributedA those with 
institutional  .rotection  naTigated  the  narrowing  s.ace 
cautiouslp  and  those  without  it  v  actiTists,  students, 
.recarious workers, inde.endent Uournalists v bore the full 
weight of enforcementW

5areers  stalled,  bank accounts  were  fro“en,  traTel  was 
restricted  and  families  were  drawn  into  legal  battles 
that  drained  time,  monep,  and  energpW  Rone  of  this 
re”uired mass conTictionsA the spstem functioned through 
.ressure,  uncertaintp,  and  e:haustionW  ‘et  eTen  as  the 
state consolidated control, resistance did not disa..earF it 
ada.tedW
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Orotests  became  smaller,  more  decentralised,  harder 
to .oliceW 9egal challenges multi.lied but international 
solidaritp  networks  strengthenedW  ’he  Terp  measures 
intended to  su..ress  dissent  conyrmed,  for manp,  the 
Uustice of the causeW ’he war had come home and it was 
resha.ing the relationshi. between citi“en and stateW

The Reckoning

;p the middle of 343j,  the war in qa“a was no longer 
something –estern goTernments could .lausiblp describe 
as e:ternalW  It  had embedded itself  in domestic lifeA  in 
law,  .olicing,  media  .ractice  and .olitical  languageW  It 
had resha.ed the relationshi. between citi“en and state, 
e:.osing how ”uicklp liberal norms could be sus.ended 
when .ower felt itself under threatW

–hat  –estern  societies  confronted  was  not  onlp  the 
deTastation of qa“a, but the conse”uences of haTing enabled 
itW ’he crisis was no longer conyned to foreign .olicp, it had 
metastasised into a crisis of legitimacp at homeW

Gor decades,  –estern  .ower had  rested  on  a  carefullp 
maintained moral architectureF  the claim that Tiolence 
abroad  could  be  reconciled  with  freedom,  legalitp, 
and democratic accountabilitp at homeW qa“a shattered 
that claimW ’he contradiction between .rofessed Talues 
and  obserTable  realitp  became  im.ossible  to  manage 
once eTidence circulated without mediationW ’he mpth 
of  beneTolent  .ower  colla.sed  under  the  weight  of 
highPdeynition .roofW

qoTernments  that  had  once  s.oken  conydentlp  about 
human rights and international norms now struggled to 
e:.lain whp .eaceful .rotesters were being arrested, whp 
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Uournalists were being erased and whp intelligence aircraY 
were circling a besieged enclaTe while ministers s.oke of 
restraintW ’he language of Talues remained, but it xoated 
free of actionW

’he war had come home not in bombs, but in conscienceW 
It arriTed ”uietlp at yrstF in arguments at dinner tables, in 
friendshi.s strained or broken, in careers ”uietlp derailedW It 
arriTed in lecture halls and courtrooms, in union meetings 
and boardrooms, in .olice interTiew rooms and .rison cellsW 
It arriTed as a growing refusal v sometimes whis.ered, 
sometimes shouted v to acce.t the hierarchp of human 
worth that had long under.inned –estern .owerW

–hat qa“a e:.osed was not onlp the brutalitp of a militarp 
cam.aign, but the fragilitp of the spstems that sustained itW 
’he claim that liberal democracies could su..ort unlimited 
Tiolence abroad while .reserTing freedom and legalitp at 
home .roTed untenable, while each attem.t to su..ress 
dissent merelp conyrmed the charge of com.licitpW

In ;ritain,  the se”uence was unmistakable0 Girst  came 
denialW ’hen obfuscationW ’hen re.ressionW áach stage was 
Uustiyed as tem.orarp, e:ce.tional, regrettable and each 
was subse”uentlp normalisedW –hat began as rhetorical 
alignment hardened into o.erational .artici.ationW –hat 
began as .rotest .olicing eTolTed into counterPterrorism 
and what began as silence became .olicpF the boundaries 
eroded one bp oneW

’he language of securitp dis.laced the language of rightsW 
7issent was reframed as threat, solidaritp was reclassiyed as 
e:tremism and Uournalism became a liabilitpWWW law became 
an instrument rather than a constraintW -ecuritp dis.laced 
rights, lopaltp dis.laced law and silence dis.laced truthW
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Jnd  still,  new  and  more  horriyc  .ictures  from  qa“a 
continued to circulate dailpW …–e haTe run out of words,2 
became a mantra among aid organisations o.erating in 
qa“a, .artlp borne from the incredulitp of what thep were 
witnessing, cou.led with a sense of sorrow and failure that 
nothing thep could do or sap was succeeding in sto..ing itW

;ut  no  .roscri.tion  order  could  erase  the  .light  of 
.eo.le whom eTerpone from the most .arochial Tillager 
to the most wellPtraTelled Uetsetter was em.athising with 
as thep digested, dap aYer dap and night aYer night, the 
.ictures, the testimonies and the .leas for hel.W Ro media 
blackout could make –estern audiences unsee themW Ro 
amount of rhetorical caution could reconcile claims of 
moral leadershi. with the Tisible realitp of mass ciTilian 
destructionW ’he eTidence endured, and with it the ”uestions 
their goTernments refused to answer grew louder and more 
insistentW ’his was the reckoning –estern leaders had sought 
to aToidW

’hep had wagered that outrage would fade, that attention 
would  driY,  that  memorp would  dull,  but  instead,  the 
o..osite occurredW ’he longer the war continued, the more 
dee.lp its conse”uences embedded themselTes in domestic 
lifeW áach arrest shar.ened the contradiction and each act 
of censorshi. am.liyed sus.icionF each silence s.oke louder 
than denialW

–hat it leY behind was a ”uestion that could no longer be 
deferredF not sim.lp what was ha..ening in qa“a, but what 
–estern societies had become bp enabling itW Gor some, the 
answer was resignationW Gor others, deyanceW Gor manp, it 
was a .rofound loss of faith in institutions that no longer 
a..eared ca.able of moral selfPcorrectionW
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’he streets told the storp, the .risons told the storp, the 
silences told the storp0 qa“a was not onlp a .laceA it was a 
test and the –est was failing it v o.enlp, Tisiblp and in full 
Tiew of the world P the war had come home and it was not 
leaTingW

Js institutions closed ranks and language hardened into 
ritual, remembrance moTed elsewhereW It surfaced not in 
courtrooms or .arliaments,  but in .ublic s.aces where 
recordPkee.ing was taken u. bp ordinarp .eo.le unwilling 
to let  loss  .ass  without  inscri.tionW  ’hese acts  did not 
interru.t the warF thep resisted its second obUectiTe, which 
was forgettingW

Wall of Tears

Jt the end of Danuarp 343N,  a long sandPcoloured wall 
a..eared on a ”uiet street in ;rooklpn, Rew ‘ork, bearing 
the names of the dead not as spmbols or slogans but as 
a chronological record of lossW -tretching yYp feet along a 
chainPlink fence, the mural listed QM,SjV Oalestinian children 
killed in qa“a between Hctober 343B and Dulp 343j, each 
name .laced in the order in which the child was re.orted to 
haTe diedW

Grom a distance, the wall resembled an abstract artwork, 
its uniform colouring and dense .atterning drawing in 
.assersPbp who did not pet know what thep were seeingW 
Hnlp on closer ins.ection did the re.etition resolTe into 
names written in Jrabic and ánglish, thousands of them 
arranged without .ause or ornamentW -cattered among the 
te:t were .hotogra.hs and brief accounts of indiTidual 
children, images taken from birthdaps, school graduations 
and familp gatherings, ordinarp moments .reserTed from 
liTes that would not e:tend bepond themW
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’he mural was made from water.roof, L1Pcoated Tinpl 
designed to endure weather and time, a durabilitp denied to 
those it commemoratedW áTen so, it was alreadp incom.lete 
on the dap it a..earedW ’he list rexected onlp what could be 
Teriyed months earlier, while the killing continuedW ;p earlp 
343N, the number of Oalestinian children belieTed to haTe 
been killed in qa“a was thought to e:ceed twentp thousand, 
with countless others still buried beneath rubble or listed 
as missing, their absence from the record a conse”uence of 
obliteration rather than uncertaintpW

’he installation coincided with the second anniTersarp of 
the killing of si:PpearPold 8ind EaUab bp Israeli militarp 
forcesW  8er  recorded  Toice,  alreadp  widelp  circulated, 
continued to  cut  through abstraction and eu.hemism, 
grounding ciTilian death in liTed e:.erience rather than 
statisticsW 7es.ite the soldiers inTolTed haTing been .ubliclp 
identiyed, no Israeli militarp .ersonnel haTe been charged 
in connection with her killingW

’hat  same  week  in  ;arcelona,  8indzs  mother,  –esam 
8amada, stood before a crowd during a memorial marking 
the  anniTersarp  of  her  daughterzs  deathW  -he  held  a 
drawing of  8ind  bp the  artist  Kar qregorio,  a  sim.le 
image that briexp returned the child to the realm of .lap 
and imagination rather than case yles and countsW  ’he 
Jssociated Oress .hotogra.h ca.turing the moment was 
distributed globallp, correctlp ca.tioned but .assed through 
the global media spstem without being .ublished eTen onceW

;arcelona  itself  became  the  site  of  one  of  the  largest 
.ublic memorials to a single child killed in qa“aW -eTeral 
hundred .eo.le gathered on a citp beach and unfurled a 
yYpPyTePmetrePlong .ortrait of 8ind EaUab beside a Tast 
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Oalestinian xag and a message calling for the freedom of 
qa“azs childrenW Js the image was raised, 8amada addressed 
the crowd directlp, saping that the children of qa“a did not 
ask for .itp, onlp for the right to liTe, to slee. without fear, 
to .lap without bombs and to grow u.W

;etween the ;rooklpn mural and the ;arcelona shoreline, 
the children of qa“a were named, .ictured and s.oken for in 
.ublic, their absence briexp made Tisible far from the ruins 
where thep diedW ’hese acts of remembrance did not alter 
the balance of .ower, nor did thep interru.t the machinerp 
that .roduced the deaths thep recordedW –hat thep oKered 
instead was a refusal to allow loss on this scale to .ass without 
inscri.tion, without witnesses and without the burden of 
being rememberedW

’hese records did not end the war, but thep established 
something the war de.ended u.on destroping, which was 
.ermanenceW Rames, dates, faces and Toices .laced bepond 
eu.hemism ensured that what followed would not be Uudged 
solelp bp claims of necessitp or securitp, but bp what had 
been seen, recorded and carried forward into historpW
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VISUAL   REC  O 

Aer Wol daWoI W,,gWdI nrWumbsr fWlEWtIfpr uWtm lJrIuWwrifW
I  vPraWvuW.IdrfpvurT

Many changed their Polish, Ukrainian and Russian surnames to 
Hebrew names and formed armed militias, establishing roadblocks, 
fortiped comvounds and varamilitary control oBer commercial and 
residential districts during the pnal years of the .ritish MandateA

250

PRO
O
F



hcrWylmup 1WlEW.IdrfpvurWE lbW948LWplWpcrWJ rfrupWaI1T

 Js Eewish immigrants arriBed from Surove aWer the zecond “orld 
“ar, Palestinian land was seiIed through organised Biolence until a 
new ”ztate of -sraelG revlaced Palestine on mavs, with United ztates 
backingA Palestinians who surBiBed were driBen into the sealedxo1 
9aIa ztriv or the militarised “est .ank, where they remain under 

-sraeli military rule, facing disvlacement, siege or e4ileA
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hcrW.IdrfpvuvIuWPvddInrWlEWFveIWfpvddWfpIuafWplaI1T

 -t is one of the few remaining Billages not bulldoIed aWer 8TZ2A 
0housands of others were destroyed, their residents e4velled, and 

their names erased from mavs as towns and Billages were renamed 
under -sraeli ruleA
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.IdrfpvuvIuWpliufWIuaWPvddInrfWir rWrbJpvraWvuW948LWpc lmncW
bvdvpI 1WIffImdpT

 -n Ea1a alone, –ionist militias pred more than NK tonnes of mortars 
into ciBilian areas, forcing families to ’ee or die j vart of what 

Palestinians remember as the Yakba, or catastrovheA
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Ml WurI d1WpilW1rI fWsrnvuuvunWvuW2I ycW0’9LgW.IdrfpvuvIufW
p IJJraWmuar W,f IrdkfWsdlyGIarWlEWzIOIWcrdaWdI nrd1WJrIyrEmdW

bIffWarblufp IpvlufWIdlunWpcrWsl ar WEruyrT

5nown as the 9reat March of Return, the vrotests were ciBilian 
and aimed at drawing international attention to the siege and 

to refugeesD right to returnA -sraeli forces resvonded with tear gas 
and liBe ammunition pred into the crowds by sniversA 0he UY 

documented the killing and wounding of thousands of vrotesters, 
including children as well as qournalists and medicsA
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7uW3W7yplsr W0’0jgW.IdrfpvuvIufWvuWzIOIWs rIycraWpcrW,f IrdvW
sl ar WEruyrT

0his crossing at 5han Lounis marked the prst time in decades that 
besieged residents were able to reach lands from which their families 

had been e4velled in 8TZ2A
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.IdrfpvuvIufWyrdrs IprWIplJWIWarfp l1raW,f IrdvWpIuGWluWpcrW
zIOIWsl ar gW3W7yplsr W0’0jT
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.IdrfpvuvIuW-ncpr fWp IufJl pWyIJpm raW,f IrdvWJ vflur fWlEW
iI WvuplWzIOIT

0he cavtiBes j taken from military outvosts, settlements, and 
the YoBa music festiBal, including this indiBidual from 5ibbutI 
5far JIIa j were seiIed to be e4changed for the thousands of 

Palestinians held indepnitely in -sraeli vrisons without chargeA

259

PRO
O
F



.IdrfpvuvIufW varWIuW,f IrdvWbvdvpI 1WDrrJWpc lmncWzIOIWluW3W
7yplsr  Ier W,f IrdvWsl ar WJlfvpvlufWir rWlPr  muWs1WpcrWtOOW

IdQBvuWIdQSIffIbWR vnIarfT

260

PRO
O
F



,f IrdW rJdvraWivpcWvbbravIprgWmu rdrupvunWIv fp vGrfWIy lffW
pcrWrupv rWzIOIWfp vJT

“ithout knowing where the avvro4imately N3K -sraeli cavtiBes 
were being held, -sraeli forces bombed densely vovulated 

neighbourhoods, killing ciBilians alongside their own nationalsA 
Here, Palestinians rescue tenxyearxold Mahmoud alx9hol from the 

rubble of his home in RafahA
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AWilbIuWyI  vrfWIWycvdaWpc lmncWpcrWCcrvGcWNIaiIuWavfp vypW
lEWzIOIWHvp1WIer WIuW,f IrdvWIv fp vGrT

7uring the ovening months of the assault, no vart of 9aIa was 
designated safeA -srael drovved e4vlosiBe tonnage eCuiBalent to 

multivle Hiroshimaxscale nuclear bombs on a territory onexCuarter 
the siIe of :ondon, travving NAF million veovle insideA
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ClbrW.IdrfpvuvIufWvuvpvIdd1WIpprbJpraWplW(rrWpc lmncWNIEIcT

0hat border area has since been raIed and militarily occuvied 
by -srael, in Biolation of the 8T6T Sgyvtj-srael veace framework 

goBerning the zinai frontierA
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AW.IdrfpvuvIuWsl1WfdrrJfWvufvarWcvfWfcIppr raWclbrWvuWpcrW
ql pcWtIfpWyvp1WlEWRrvpWāIulmuT

Ohildren were among the prst to su1er from the systematic 
destruction of 9aIaDs housing and ciBilian infrastructureA
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,f IrdvWyvPvdvIufWiIpycWpcrWslbsI abrupWlEWzIOIWE lbWCar lpW
)qIDaWIdQAfKIdYu5T

zettlers and socialxmedia users vosted celebratory footage of 
the destruction, freCuently reveating the vhrase! ”0here are no 

innocents in 9aIaAG
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hcrWCcmDIv1IWurvncslm cllaWlEWzIOIWHvp1WIfWfrruWE lbWIuW
,f IrdvWbvdvpI 1WJlfvpvluT

Hosvitals, schools, bakeries, water systems, ambulances, and aid 
conBoys were reveatedly struck, crivvling 9aIaDs ability to sustain 

ciBilian lifeA
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,f IrdvWfldavr fWalymbrupraWpcrv WIypvlufWluWflyvIdWbravITW

0he Bolume of Bisual eBidence contributed to the -nternational 
Oourt of EusticeDs Eanuary NKNZ ruling that -srael was vlausibly 

committing genocide against the Palestinian veovleA
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Hcvda ruWiIvpWEl WEllaWvuWVcIuW“lmuvfT

Humanitarian agencies warned that eBen if aid were restored, 
widesvread childhood malnutrition would vermanently damage an 

entire generationA
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MllaW IuWlmpWIer W,f IrdWsdlyGraWIvaWp myGfWE lbWrupr vunW
zIOIWvuW7yplsr W0’0jgWrI d1W0’08WIuaW2I ycW0’0”

-n a rare vublic sign of tension with -srael, Uz President Eoe .iden 
warned! ”0his is not who we areA “e do not starBe childrenAG

269

PRO
O
F



BrfJvprWIvaWiIvpvunWIpWpcrWtn1JpvIuWsl ar gW,f IrdW rEmfraWplW
IddliWvpWvuTW

zeBeral countries resorted to airdrovs, which sometimes killed 
ciBilians when crates landed on crowdsA 0his image shows a Uz Jir 

Force drov oBer 9aIaA
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hcrW mvufWlEWpcrW.IfcIW.IdIyrWvuWzIOIWHvp1T

.uilt in 8NGK, the comvle4 and museum of NK,KKK artefacts were 
destroyed by -sraeli airstrikes in NKNFjNZA UYSzOH revorts oBer 

8Z3 cultural heritage sites in 9aIa were damaged or destroyedA
                                                   

271

PRO
O
F



.IdrfpvuvIufW(rrW,f IrdvWIv fp vGrfWvuWRrvpWFIcv1IT

zhelling, N,KKKxlb bunkerxbuster bombs, Cuadcovter drones and 
artillery forced families into constant disvlacementA
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,f IrdWblPraWplWarfp l1W rbIvuvunWfp mypm rfT

-sraeli oIcials and ministers vublicly called for 9aIa to be emvtied 
of Palestinians, while o1ering other countries pnancial incentiBes 

to accevt themA
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AWEIbvd1WIpprbJpfWplWfm PvPrWplnrpcr WvuWwIsIdvIWyIbJWivpcW
ulWEllagWiIpr Wl Wfcrdpr T

Parents wrote their names on their childrenDs limbs in case -sraeli 
e4vlosiBes tore their bodies avartA 0ent camvs were struck oBernight 

by incendiary drones and airstrikesA 
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hclmfIuafWlEW.IdrfpvuvIufWir rWpIGruWE lbWzIOIWplW,f IrdT

Men, women and children were transvorted to military vrisons, 
strivved, denied legal access and subqected to tortureA .y NKNG, 

-sraeli vrison authorities conprmed nearly 8KK deaths in custodyA
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 FrIGraWHHhDWEllpInrWE lbWCarWhrvbIuWJ vflugWwmd1W0’08T

.roadcast by -sraeli media, this Bideo showed -sraeli soldiers 
gangxraving a Palestinian detainee from 9aIa, leaBing him with a 
ruvtured bowel, lung damage and broken ribsA -n a 5nesset debate, 
:ikud M5 Hanoch Milwidsky declared! ”SBerything is legitimate 

to doJ SBerythingJ -f he is a YukhbaAG 

277

PRO
O
F



R1WdIprW0’0”gWlPr W9Lg’’’W.IdrfpvuvIuWycvda ruWir rWarIaTW

0hey were killed by bombs, burned aliBe, shot by snivers and drones 
or verished from disease and starBationA
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AWDlm uIdvfpWcldafWpcrWyIbr IWlEW2I vIbWBInnIT

0he Palestinian vhotoqournalist was killed in an -sraeli strike 
on 5han LounisA Hn Jugust N3, NKN3, -sraeli attacks on Yasser 

Hosvital killed at least NK veovle, including pBe qournalists 
mourned by Reuters, the Jssociated Press and Jl EaIeeraA 0he 

UY revorts oBer N3K qournalists killed by -srael in 9aIa between 
NKNF and NKNGA -ndevendent foreign media access to 9aIa remains 

banned by -sraelA
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AuW,f IrdvWfldavr WirI fWIWEz rIpr W,f IrdFWJIpycT

0he insignia devicts the future anne4ation of all Palestinian land, 
along with varts of :ebanon, zyria, Sgyvt and EordanA
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,uWAmnmfpW0’0”gW. vbrW2vuvfpr WRruDIbvuWqrpIu1IcmW
Jmsdvyd1Wrual fraWpcvfWPvfvluT

He stated he ”absolutelyG felt connected to a 9reater -srael, 
vromvting widesvread condemnation from oBer thirty Jrab and 

Muslim countriesA
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C   �����	
The New Global Alignment

Gaza did not change the world, it revealed it.

What collapsed in  the wake of  Gaza was  not  merely a 
cease,re processu a diplomatic consensbsu or the credi.ility 
of  a handfbl  of  Western leadersv  What collapsed was a 
ci:ilisational narrati:eF the claim that Western power Cowed 
from moral abthorityu that international law fbnctioned as a 
nebtral ar.iter rather than an instrbment of force and that 
:iolence committed .y allied states was inherently di-erent 
from :iolence committed .y ad:ersariesv Gaza stripped that 
narrati:e .arev

gor  decades  aTer  the  "old  Waru  the  WesternIled 
order  sbstained  itself  less  throbMh  formal  coercion 
than  throbMh  linMbistic  dominancev  Uerms  sbch  as 
NrblesI.ased international orderuN NselfIdefenceuN NterrorismN 
and Nhbmanitarian inter:entionN formed a :oca.blary that 
natbralised power while o.scbrinM its asymmetriesv Gaza 
shattered  this  spellF  the  destrbction  was  too  totalu  the 
e:idence too immediate and the contradictions too naked 
to .e manaMed .y lanMbaMe alonev

;n  the  Mlass  towers  of  midtown  2anhattanu  diplomats 
continbed to ,le into the 0nited 3ations as they had for 
Menerationsv Uhe ritbal remained intactF speeches deli:eredu 
resolbtions draTedu :etoes threatened8 yet .y late …x…ju 
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somethinM fbndamental had shiTed E deleMations no lonMer 
deferred  reCeBi:ely  to  Western  procedbral  o.5ectionsv 
Uhe choreoMraphy of deference that had lonM sbstained 
'merican and Sbropean primacy .eMan to .reak down and 
the old order disco:ered it cobld no lonMer set the aMenda 
.y force of ha.itv

–y midI…x…Ju the world that emerMed from the rbins of Gaza 
was irre:ersi.ly di-erent from the one that had ,rst watched 
it .brnv Uhe Menocide did not merely de:astate a people 
and their landu it discredited an entire ci:ilisation4s claim to 
moral leadershipv ;maMes of .om.ed bni:ersitiesu star:inM 
infants and ;sraeli ministers in:okinM .i.lical :enMeance 
amid mobntains of rb..le .ecame the dark mirror in which 
the West confronted its own decayv

gor the ,rst time since the tribmphant end of the "old 
Waru Western heMemony faced not a ri:al sbperpower .bt 
a sbstained moral re:olt8 inside the 0nited 3ationsu across 
the Glo.al qobth and within Western societies themsel:esv 
Uhe simplistic .inary of Ndemocracy :ersbs dictatorshipuN 
deployed for decades to sort allies from enemiesu collapsed 
.eneath the docbmented reality of Gazav What the war 
re:ealed was not a clash of ci:ilisationsu .bt a collapse of 
conscience within those who claimed to lead the free worldv

Uhe  decisi:e  rbptbre  did  not  occbr  only  in  Gaza8  it 
arri:ed when ;srael4s  lonMIcblti:ated imaMe of  military 
in:blnera.ility Y reinforced for decades .y Western media 
framinM Y ,nally fractbred bnder direct challenMev ;n Hbne 
…x…Ju ;srael labnched a sweepinM aerial assablt on ;ranu 
strikinM nbclear facilitiesu military installations and senior 
command ,Mbres in what ;sraeli oPcials descri.ed as a 
demonstration of o:erwhelminM deterrencev What followed 
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instead was the most conseObential  eBposbre of ;sraeli 
:blnera.ility in its modern historyv

;ran4s responseu cali.rated rather than impblsi:eu shattered 
the  mytholoMy  that  had  sbstained  ;srael4s  reMional 
dominancev –allistic missiles penetrated ;sraeli air defences 
and strbck hiMhI:albe militaryu intelliMence and economic 
tarMets in and arobnd Uel ':i:v ;ndependent footaMe showed 
,res  in  central  .bsiness  districtsu  damaMe  to  strateMic 
installationsu  and  ci:ilians  shelterinM  bnderMrobnd  for 
hobrs at a timev Det Western co:eraMe rbshed to contain 
the momentv  Readlines  emphasised interception ratesu 
downplayed  impact  and  framed  the  strikes  as  larMely 
sym.olicu e:en as ;sraeli abthorities imposed CiMht .ansu 
restricted ,lminM and strbMMled to pro5ect controlv

Uhe  siMni,cance  of  the  eBchanMe  was  not  tactical  .bt 
epistemicv gor the ,rst timeu ;srael cobld no lonMer fblly 
manaMe  the  story  of  its  own  secbrity  and  the  same 
techniObes bsed to dismiss ?alestinian testimony Y selecti:e 
:isi.ilityu controlled lanMbaMeu narrati:e minimisation Y 
were now deployed to o.scbre damaMe at homev Uhe e-ect 
was the opposite of reassbrancev 'llies saw a state bna.le to 
acknowledMe its own eBposbre8 ad:ersaries saw deterrence 
weakened8 pb.lics saw a wideninM Map .etween li:ed reality 
and oPcial narrati:ev Gaza had already stripped ;srael of 
moral abthority .bt the confrontation with ;ran stripped it 
of strateMic mythv UoMetheru they accelerated a realiMnment 
in which credi.ility Y not ,repower Y .ecame the de,ninM 
cbrrency of powerv

The Revolt of the Margins

Uhe  aMe  in  which  leMitimacy  Cowed  eBclbsi:ely  from 
WashinMtonu 6ondon or –rbssels ended Obietlyu withobt 
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declarationv 't the 0nited 3ationsu the shiT was :isi.le 
not in speeches .bt in :otinM patternsv When the 0nited 
qtates :etoed sbccessi:e cease,re resolbtions in 7cto.eru 
3o:em.eru and Vecem.er …x…ju the General 'ssem.ly 
responded with an bnprecedented re.bkev

7ne hbndred and ,TyIthree states formally demanded an 
immediate end to the .om.ardment8 only ten opposedv 
3e:er .efore had the isolation of the West .een rendered 
so starkv Uhe moral MeoMraphy of the planet in:erted in 
real time and while the Glo.al qobth stood bnited8 the 
traditional centres of power stood eBposedv

7n  …x  3o:em.er  …x…Lu  the  pattern  repeated  with 
de:astatinM  clarityF  a  draT  resolbtion  callinM  for  an 
immediate and bnconditional cease,re Y prepared .y the 
ten elected mem.ers of the qecbrity "obncil aTer weeks 
of neMotiation and compromise Y was .robMht to a :otev 
Viplomats descri.ed the teBt as the N.are minimbmuN rooted 
in the most elementary principles of hbmanitarian lawv 
gobrteen of the ,Teen mem.ers :oted in fa:obr8 the 0nited 
qtates :etoed itv

Uhe silence that followed was hea:yu almost accbsatoryv 
Uhen the ?alestinian representati:e to the 0nited 3ationsu 
’iyad 2ansobru rose to speakv Ris address wobld .ecome 
one of the most searinM indictments of 'merican complicity 
e:er deli:ered in that cham.erF NWhat more can ;srael do 
for this "obncil to act1N he askedu his :oice measbred .bt 
strained .y accbmblated Mriefv N're ?alestinian li:es not 
worth sa:inMu or does ;srael ha:e a licence to kill1N

2ansobr descri.ed a Gaza pbshed .eyond sbr:i:a.ilityv 
gamine  loomed  across  the  stripv  Uwo  million  people 
were  displacedu  hbnted  e:en  when  shelterinM  in  tentsv 
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0ni:ersitiesu hospitalsu water systemsu and aMricbltbral 
land  had  .een  systematically  destroyed  and  .y  that 
pointu more than LLuxxx ?alestinians had .een oPcially 
docbmented as killedv Uhe trbe tollu he warnedu wobld 
only emerMe  when  .odies  were  retrie:ed  from  mass 
Mra:es .eneath the rb..lev

NUhe world shobld not Mrow accbstomed to the death 
of ?alestiniansv  Uhey shobld not Mrow accbstomed to 
seeinM ?alestinian children star:inMu to seeinM mothers 
carryinM their children from one place to another forci.ly 
displacedv  Uhey shobld not  Met  accbstomed to seeinM 
5obrnalists killedu hbmanitarians killedu and ?alestinians 
detainedu a.dbctedu and tortbredvN

Uhen came the Obestion that stripped away decades of 
diplomatic ebphemismE N;s there a 03 "harter for ;srael 
that is di-erent from the "harter yob all ha:e1 ;s there 
an international law for them and another for bs1 Vo they 
ha:e the riMht to killu and the only riMht we ha:e is to die1N

'lMeria4s  am.assadoru  'mar  –end5amau  spoke  neBtu 
eBpressinM profobnd reMretF his deleMation had worked 
tirelessly alonMside the other elected mem.ers to craT 
a resolbtion that cobld command consensbsu .bt e:en 
that  minimal  e-ort  had  .een  crbshed  .y  'merican 
powerv "hina4s am.assadoru gb "onMu o.ser:ed Mrimly 
that each time the 0nited qtates eBercised its  :eto to 
shield ;sraelu the nbm.er of people killed in Gaza rosev 
grance4s representati:eu despite his Mo:ernment4s own 
role in arminM ;sraelu eBpressed reMret o:er the :eto and 
acknowledMed that the resolbtion had eBplicitly reObired 
the release of hostaMesE what followed was not a military 
re:oltu .bt an ethical onev
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What made Gaza bniObely desta.ilisinM to the international 
system was not simply the scale of destrbctionu .bt the 
clarity with which it eBposed the mechanics of impbnityv 
?re:iobs Western wars Y Kietnamu ;raOu 'fMhanistanu 6i.ya 
Y had relied on temporal distanceu information controlu 
and linMbistic labnderinM to .lbnt moral reckoninMv "i:ilian 
deaths were rendered a.stract throbMh statisticsu atrocities 
were reframed as mistakes and accobnta.ility was deferred 
inde,nitelyv

Gaza collapsed those .b-ersE Uhe sieMe bnfolded in real 
timeu on handheld screensu withobt plabsi.le denia.ilityv 
;srael  did  not  merely kill  ci:ilians8  it  docbmented  the 
killinM itselfv 2inisters spoke openly of erasbreu soldiers 
posted :ideos  and senior oPcials  framed star:ation as 
strateMyv Uhe cbmblati:e e-ect was not obtraMe aloneu .bt 
recoMnitionF international law was not failinM accidentallyu it 
was fbnctioninM selecti:elyv

Uhis was why the repeated 0q :etoes carried sbch systemic 
weiMhtF the :eto had lonM .een bnderstood as a political 
instrbment .bt in Gazau it .ecame a moral declarationv 
Uhe qecbrity "obncil was not paralysed8 it was acti:ely 
o:erridden and for states that had spent decades .einM 
lectbred on complianceu restraintu and normsu the lesson was 
bnmistaka.le8 law did not restrain powervvv power decided 
when law appliedv

gor decadesu one of the Obiet ,nancial arteries of ;sraelXs 
war machine ran throbMh diamondsv ;sraeli economists 
and indbstry insiders estimate that the diamond sector 
contri.btes  robMhly  one  .illion  dollars  a  year  to  the 
;sraeli Vefence gorces throbMh taBesu eBport re:enbes and 
corporate sponsorshipsv When a diamond is sold a.roadu 
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part of that money Cows .ack into ;sraelXs military .bdMetv 
qome companies make the connection eBplicitv Uhe head 
of qteinmetz Viamond Grobp pb.licly adopted an ;Vg 
.riMadeu sbpplyinM it with eObipment paid for .y diamond 
pro,tsu .bt the Gaza war has .eMbn to destroy the :ery 
indbstry that helped ,nance itv

qince 7cto.er …x…ju international .byers ha:e redbced 
tra:el  to  ;sraelv  Urade  fairs  in  ’amat  Gan ha:e  .een 
cancelledv ;nternational Viamond Week was called o-v 
6bBbry consbmers increasinMly associate ;sraeli sbpply 
chains with the imaMes cominM obt of Gazau and yobnMer 
.byers are more likely to .oycottv

;n  …x…Lu  polished diamond eBports  fell  jJv$  percentu 
robMh diamond eBports fell …Lvğ percentu and polished 
imports fell j…v‘ percentv ;n Hbly aloneu eBports dropped 
Jx percent year on yearv ;sraeli .anks withdrew ,nancinM 
and diamond credit collapsed to 5bst /JA millionu the 
lowest le:el on recordv

't  the  same  timeu  0q  trade  policy  tbrned  hostilev 
Viamonds from the Sbropean 0nion entered dbty freeu 
while ;sraeli stones faced a ,Teen percent tari-v ;sraeli 
polished diamond eBports to the 0q fell j9 percent and 
the president of the ;srael Viamond SBchanMe warned of 
an eBtinction le:el crisisv

2eanwhile la. Mrown diamonds reached near parity with 
natbral stones in the 0q marketu o-erinM larMer stones at 
lower prices withobt the moral or en:ironmental cost of 
mininMv Uhe Meneration most likely to .by enMaMement 
rinMs is also the Meneration most eBposed to Gaza and most 
inclined to .oycott ;sraelv Uhe resblt was a feed.ack loopF the 
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war that diamonds helped pay for is now killinM the indbstry 
that fbnded itv

Uhe rbptbre was epistemic as mbch as politicalv Gaza did 
not introdbce new in5bstices8  it  rendered eBistinM ones 
bndenia.lev Uhe NrblesI.ased international orderN cobld no 
lonMer plabsi.ly claim bni:ersality once its central Mbarantor 
bsed procedbral mechanisms to shield mass killinM from 
conseObence

Law Against Impunity

's power a.andoned leMalityu others attempted to reclaim 
itE ;n Vecem.er …x…ju qobth 'frica had ,led a case aMainst 
;srael at the ;"H bnder the ğ‘LA Genocide "on:entionv ;t 
was an eBtraordinary actF a Glo.al qobth state in:okinM the 
Mra:est crime in international law aMainst a state armedu 
fbndedu and diplomatically protected .y the Westv Where 
empire chose impbnityu qobth 'frica chose the cobrtroomv

Uhe  hearinMsu  held  in  Hanbary  …x…Lu  eBposed  a  stark 
contrast .etween leMal riMobr and political e:asionv ?retoria4s 
se:entyIfobrIpaMe sb.mission was forensicu citinM ;srael4s 
own oPcial statements Y descri.inM ?alestinians as Nhbman 
animalsN  and  Gaza  as  Na  city  of  .eastsN  Y  as  e:idence 
of Menocidal intentv Uhe leMal team docbmented patterns 
of  condbctF  sieMeu  star:ationu  forced  displacementu  the 
destrbction of ci:ilian infrastrbctbreu and the tarMetinM of 
5obrnalists and medical workersv

When the "obrt rbled that a plabsi.le case of Menocide 
eBisted and ordered ;srael to take pro:isional measbres 
to pre:ent fbrther :iolationsu the political shockwa:e was 
Mlo.alv gor the ,rst timeu ;srael4s condbct was placed bnder 
formal 5bdicial scrbtiny at the hiMhest le:el of international 
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lawE Vozens of states annobnced their sbpportF –anMladeshu 
–oli:iau  "hileu  3ami.iau  Ubrkey  and  others  formally 
inter:ened or endorsed the casev –y midI…x…Ju more than 
thirty nations had 5oined sbpplementary ,linMs  at  Uhe 
RaMbev Western media obtlets mocked the proceedinMs 
as sym.olic or politically moti:atedu .bt Mlo.al abdiences 
iMnored the mockeryF the empire4s :oca.blary had eBpiredv

qobth 'frica4s abthority in this moment was insepara.le 
from  its  own  historyv  ?resident  "yril  ’amaphosa  was 
bneObi:ocal8 at the 7cto.er …x…L –’;"q sbmmit in Zazanu 
he stated plainlyF NUhe :iolence in Gaza will only end when 
5bstice is restoredv We call on the international commbnity 
to inter:ene brMentlyvN Ris Mo:ernment descri.ed ;sraeli 
actions as potentially Menocidal e:en as Western capitals 
clbnM to ebphemisms a.obt Ndisproportionate forceN and 
Nhbmanitarian concernsvN

Uhe sym.olism was bnmistaka.lev Uhe con:ention draTed 
in the ashes of the Sbropean Rolocabst was now .einM 
applied to a state that claimed to act in its perpetbal memoryv 
gor  mbch  of  the  Glo.al  qobthu  the  case  represented 
somethinM larMer than a leMal proceedinMu it marked the 
restoration of moral aMency aTer a centbry of sb.5bMationv

Uhe siMni,cance  of  qobth 'frica4s  inter:ention lay not 
only  in  its  leMal  meritu  .bt  in  its  sym.olic  in:ersion 
of  historical  rolesv  gor  decadesu  international  law had 
fbnctioned as a disciplinary tool wielded downwardF aMainst 
weaker statesu postIcolonial Mo:ernments and nonIaliMned 
actorsv Uhe Genocide "on:entionu .orn from Sbropean 
catastropheu had rarely .een applied to SbropeanIaliMned 
power  .bt  Gaza  re:ersed  that  CowE  a  state  forMed 
throbMh antiIapartheid strbMMle in:oked the hiMhest crime 
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in  international  law aMainst  a  state  that  claimed moral 
eBemption  throbMh  historical  trabmav  Uhe  act  itself 
was  a  re.bke  to  the  architectbre  of  selecti:e  5bsticeu 
it  demonstrated  that  leMality  cobld  still  .e  mo.ilised 
horizontally rather than imposed :erticallyv

SObally desta.ilisinM was the "obrt4s lanMbaMev –y aPrminM 
the plabsi.ility of Menocideu the ;"H pbnctbred a ta.oo 
that Western diplomacy had Mbarded for decadesv 7nce 
plabsi.ility  was  esta.lishedu  continbed  arms  transfersu 
diplomatic co:er and ,nancial facilitation acObired new 
leMal  Mra:ityv  "omplicity  was  no  lonMer  specblati:eu  it 
.ecame arMba.lev

Uhis  altered  .eha:iobr  e:en  amonM  states  bnwillinM 
to confront ;srael directlyv Viplomatic lanMbaMe shiTedu 
internal leMal re:iews mbltiplied and eBport licences were 
Obietly reassessedv Uhe case did not halt the Menocideu .bt it 
fractbred the assbmption that impbnity was costIfreev

Uhe cobrtroom .ecame a secondary .attle,eld8 not .ecabse 
it wielded forceu .bt .ecabse it named reality in a system 
increasinMly allerMic to trbthv

BRICS and the Emergence of a Counter-Axis

's Western leMitimacy erodedu a new diplomatic aliMnment 
.eMan to act with deli.eration rather than deferencev

–y …x…Lu the –’;"q .loc Y –razilu ’bssiau ;ndiau "hinau 
and  qobth  'frica  Y  had  e:ol:ed  .eyond  its  oriMins  as 
an economic forbmv 7n Gazau it articblated a collecti:e 
position  that  stood  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  'tlantic 
consensbsF immediate cease,reu hbmanitarian access and 
political resolbtion rather than military dominancev
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"hina played a central role in shapinM this postbrev ?resident 
éi HinpinM repeatedly framed the crisis as one demandinM 
deIescalation and collecti:e responsi.ilityv 7n …j 7cto.er 
…x…Lu he called for Nan immediate cease,re and an end 
to the killinMuN brMinM sbstained diplomatic enMaMement 
rather than escalationv –ei5inM pressed the 0nited 3ations to 
facilitate talks and contain reMional spillo:erv

't the –’;"q sbmmit in Zazanu éi went fbrtheru proposinM 
the esta.lishment of a hbmanitarian corridor into Gaza to 
ensbre aid deli:eryv Uhe proposal was not rhetoricalu it was 
bnderpinned .y "hina4s loMistical capacity and its relati:ely 
nebtral standinM in the reMion Y assets Western powers no 
lonMer possessedv

7ther –’;"q leaders echoed this sense of brMencyv Kladimir 
?btin  warned  that  the  conCict  risked  cascadinM  into  a 
reMional catastrophev NUhe deMree of confrontation .etween 
;srael and ;ran has sharply increaseduN he saidu cabtioninM 
that e:ents were approachinM Na chain reactionN that cobld 
pbsh the 2iddle Sast toward fbllIscale warv NUhe 2iddle Sast 
cannot a-ord another conCaMrationuN ?btin warnedu while 
3arendra 2odi called on all parties to show NmaBimbm 
restraintN and reinforced ;ndia4s  position with concrete 
hbmanitarian assistanceu dispatchinM medical and food aid 
to Gazav

Uaken toMetheru these inter:entions siMnalled a shiT in Mlo.al 
aliMnmentv While Western capitals closed ranks arobnd 
;sraelu –’;"q articblated an alternati:e framework rooted 
in lawu restraintu and mbltipolar diplomacyF it was not a 
declaration of ri:alryu it was a declaration of presencev

What  distinMbished this  moment from earlier Mestbres 
of nonIaliMnment was not cohesionu .bt con,dencev Uhe 
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Glo.al qobth no lonMer framed its positions defensi:elyu 
nor did it seek Western :alidationv qtatements issbed .y 
–’;"qu the 'frican 0nionu 'qS'3 and "S6'" were not 
appeals8 they were assertionsv

Uhis  shiT  reCected  a  deeper recali.rationF  for  mbch 
of the postI"old War periodu di:erMence from Western 
positions  had  .een  treated  as  de:iation  reObirinM 
5bsti,cationu  .bt  Gaza  in:erted  that  loMicvvv  qilenceu 
a.stentionu and complicity now demanded eBplanationu 
while moral .brden miMratedv

;mportantlyu  this  was  not  dri:en  .y  ideoloMical 
con:erMencev "hinau ;ndiau –razilu and qobth 'frica held 
di:erMent political systems and competinM interests8 what 
bni,ed them was not doctrineu .bt eBposbrev Sach had 
internalised  the  lesson  that  aliMnment  with  Western 
power no lonMer Mbaranteed leMitimacyu protectionu or 
reciprocityv Gaza re:ealed that the costs of compliance 
cobld obtweiMh the costs of dissentE gor the ,rst time in 
decadesu the monopoly on Mlo.al leMitimacy was .reakinMv

The Contradictions Within

Det  the  emerMinM  Mlo.al  aliMnment  was  not  clean 
or  :irtbobsu  it  was  5aMMedu  contradictory  and  shot 
throbMh with selfIinterestv Uhe collapse of Western moral 
abthority did not abtomatically prodbce a world Mo:erned 
.y  5bsticev  What  distinMbished  the  moment  was  not 
pbrityu .bt eBposbrev 7ld claims to eBceptionalism no 
lonMer held while new claims to leadership were tested 
not .y rhetoricu .bt .y condbctv Ubrkey em.odied this 
contradiction with particblar clarityE
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?resident ’ecep Uayyip Srdoäan positioned himself  as 
one of ;srael4s most :ocal criticsv Re pb.licly compared 
–en5amin 3etanyahb to Ritleru descri.ed ;sraeli actions 
as èMenocideX and presented Ubrkey as a moral leader of 
the 2bslim worldv Ubrkish state media ampli,ed imaMes 
from Gazau while Srdoäan accbsed Western Mo:ernments 
of  complicity  and  cowardice8  yet  .ehind  the  rhetoricu 
Ubrkey4s  economic  relationship  with  ;srael  continbed 
larMely bninterrbptedv

;n:estiMati:e 5obrnalists re:ealed that companies linked 
to  Srdoäan4s  own family remained  deeply in:ol:ed  in 
trade  with  ;srael  e:en  as  the  war  escalatedvvv  'hmet 
–brak Srdoäanu the president4s eldest sonu coIowned 2– 
Venizciliku  a  shippinM  company whose  :essels  docked 
reMblarly at  ;sraeli  portsv  When 5obrnalist  2etin "ihan 
pb.lished docbmentation of these shipmentsu the Srdoäan 
family did not dispbte the factsu they ,led a defamation 
lawsbit aimed at silencinM the reportinMv

;n  2ay …x…Lu  Ubrkey annobnced  a  formal  sbspension 
of  trade with ;sraelv  Uhe declaration was welcomed .y 
proI?alestinian abdiences and framed as a decisi:e moral 
.reakv Det trade statistics told a di-erent storyF Ubrkish 
eBports to ;srael in …x…L still totalled approBimately /…vA9 
.illionv 't the same timeu eBports to ?alestinian territories 
sbrMed .y more than Lxx percentv 'nalysts sbspected that 
many of these Moods were .einM rela.elled and transhipped 
to ;sraelu  allowinM 'nkara to maintain commerce while 
preser:inM plabsi.le denia.ilityv

Uhe  contradiction  re:ealed  the  limits  of  performati:e 
oppositionv Srdoäan4s rhetoric ser:ed domestic and reMional 
abdiencesu  reinforcinM  his  imaMe  as  a  defender  of 
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2bslim cabsesu while economic realities remained larMely 
bnchanMedv Ubrkey4s position illbstrated a .roader pattern 
within the new aliMnmentF states cobld no lonMer a-ord 
o:ert aliMnment with ;srael4s pariah statbsu .bt many still 
sobMht to pro,t Obietly from what critics now call a Menocide 
economyv

The Enablers

SMypt4s role eBposed an e:en starker collapseE ?b.liclyu 
"airo maintained the ’afah crossinM as tiMhtlyIcontrolledu 
citinM secbrity concerns and insistinM that responsi.ility 
for Gaza lay with ;srael as the occbpyinM powerv SMyptian 
abthorities repeatedly denied ;srael4s 2ay …x…J :iolation 
of the ?hiladelphi "orridor aMreementu despite satellite 
imaMery and onItheIMrobnd reportinM con,rminM ;sraeli 
military control alonM the .orderv Gaza remained sealed 
and aid trickled in at a fraction of what was reObired while 
?alestinians died waitinMv

?ri:atelyu SMypt siMned the larMest eBport deal in ;sraeli 
historyv  ;n  Hbne  …x…Ju  "airo  and  Uel  ':i:  ,nalised  a 
/jJ .illion natbral Mas aMreement with 3ew2ed SnerMyu 
co:erinM the eBport  of  ğjx .illion cb.ic  metres  of  Mas 
from ;srael4s 6e:iathan reser:oir throbMh …xLxv Uhe deal 
replaced a …xğ‘ aMreement worth robMhly /ğJ .illion and 
was conclbded 5bst weeks aTer ;srael4s occbpation of ’afahv 
's recently as Vecem.eru the SMyptian Mo:ernment was still 
tryinM to 5bstify the partnershipu sayinM that "airo4s natbral 
Mas deal with ;srael is a Npbrely commercialN arranMement 
and that there are no Npolitical dimensionsN to the dealv

Uhe mechanics of the arranMement re:ealed a sophisticated 
form of complicityv ;sraeli Mas wobld Cow throbMh SMypt4s 
liObe,ed natbral Mas terminals at ;dkb and Vamietta .efore 
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.einM  reIeBported  to  Sbrope  as  SMyptian  63Gv  Uhe 
process e-ecti:ely labnders ;sraeli Masu allowinM Sbropean 
states to claim distance from ;srael4s war economy while 
.ene,tinM from its resobrcesF critics db..ed the practice 
NMasIwashinMvN

's  Sbrope  scram.led  to  redbce  reliance  on  ’bssian 
enerMyu SMypt positioned itself as a reMional hb.v Gazau 
meanwhileu sbr:i:ed on less than fobr hobrs of electricity 
per  dayv  Uhe  sieMe  tiMhtenedu  hospitals  shbt  downu 
water systems collapsedv ;sraeli  economist qhir Re:er 
descri.ed  the  arranMement  as  economic  occbpation 
layered atop military occbpationv N?alestinians are denied 
access to their own waters and natbral resobrcesuN he saidu 
Nwhile ;srael siMns .illionIdollar contracts with the same 
Mo:ernments that claim to sbpport the ?alestinian cabsevN

Uhe 6e:iathan ,eld itself lay in contested 2editerranean 
watersv ;srael had .locked de:elopment of Gaza4s own 
o-shore Gaza 2arine ,eld for more than two decadesu 
despite international law bnder the RaMbe ’eMblations and 
gobrth Gene:a "on:ention prohi.itinM occbpyinM powers 
from eBploitinM natbral resobrces in occbpied territoriesv 
Uhat law remained bnenforced8 commerce pre:ailedv

SMypt pro,ted as a reMional middleman while maintaininM 
the sieMe that made life bnli:ea.le for Gaza4s …vj million 
residentsv

The Unholy Trinity

;n  a  particblarly  stark  hypocrisyu  'zer.ai5an  Y  a 
2bslimIma5ority nation Y .ecame one of ;srael4s most 
:ital ena.lersv

…‘$

PRO
O
F



7:er siBty percent of ;srael4s oil was sbpplied .y 'zer.ai5anu 
with  more  than  one  million  tons  of  crbde  shipped  in 
…x…L aloneF a …A percent increase o:er the pre:iobs yearv 
Uhe –akbYU.ilisiY"eyhan pipeline ser:ed as the condbitu 
deli:erinM oil from the "aspian qea to ;sraeli re,neriesu 
prodbcinM the 5et fbel bsed in air raids o:er Gaza and the 
diesel powerinM .blldozers CatteninM ?alestinian homesv

;n eBchanMe for oilu 'zer.ai5an recei:ed .illions of dollars4 
worth of ;sraeli weaponsF dronesu radar systems and missile 
technoloMyv –etween …xğ9 and …x…xu ;srael accobnted for 
nearly se:enty percent of 'zer.ai5an4s ma5or arms importsE 
analysts descri.ed it as an Nbnholy trinity of oilu arms and 
intelliMencevN

Vespite  its  ;slamic  identity  Y  nearly  ninety  percent 
of  'zer.ai5an4s  popblation  is  2bslim  Y  the  cobntry 
showed  no  pb.lic  obtraMe  o:er  ;srael4s  destrbction  of 
Gazav  Go:ernment  control  kept  dissent  mbtedv  When 
the  7rManisation  of  ;slamic  "ooperation  con:ened  to 
denobnce the waru 'zer.ai5an4s foreiMn minister issbed a 
carefbllyIcraTed statement .bt stopped short of naminM 
;srael or callinM for sanctionsv 's one analyst o.ser:edF 
NWhat does it mean for a 2bslim nation to fbel the .om.s 
that kill fellow 2bslims1 ;n Gazau the answer is written in 
.lood and dbstvN

Normalisation Under Strain

2orocco faced a di-erentu .bt eObally re:ealinM reckoninMv

Uhe …x…x '.raham 'ccords  had formalised 2oroccan 
normalisation with ;srael in eBchanMe for 0q recoMnition of 
2oroccan so:ereiMnty o:er Western qaharav Uhe aMreement 
deepened  militaryu  intelliMence  and  trade  tiesu  while 
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pb.lic opinion inside 2orocco remained o:erwhelminMly 
sbpporti:e of ?alestinev

Det the tension .etween state policy and pb.lic sentiment 
pro:ed impossi.le to containv Weekly marches orManised 
.y the  2oroccan  gront  for  qbpportinM  ?alestine  and 
7pposinM 3ormalisation ,lled  city centresv  ?rotesters 
wa:ed ?alestinian CaMs and called for the termination of 
normalisation aMreements with ;sraelv Uhe Map .etween 
elite diplomacy and popblar feelinM widened into a chasm 
that no amobnt of oPcial reassbrance cobld .ridMev

Pattern of Betrayal

S:en within ;srael4s traditional alliancesu the pattern of 
strateMic .etrayal stretched .ack decadesv

'  …xxj  in:estiMation  re:ealed  that  dbrinM  the  ğ‘A… 
galklands  Waru  ;srael  had  co:ertly  armed  'rMentina 
despite .einM a declared ally of the Westv  Veclassi,ed 
–ritish goreiMn 7Pce ca.les con,rmed ;srael pro:ided 
or bpMraded 'IL qkyhawk 5etsu 3esher VaMMer aircraTu 
airItoIair missiles and electronic warfare systemsv Uhese 
weaponsu robted throbMh ?erb and ?anama bsinM front 
companiesu were bsed in com.at sorties that killed dozens 
of –ritish ser:icemenv

' 3o:em.er ğ‘AL memo from "v Wv 6onMu head of the 3ear 
Sast and 3orth 'frica department at the goreiMn 7Pceu 
stated .lbntlyF N;srael was one of the few cobntries to sbpply 
'rMentina with arms dbrinM the galklands conCict and 
has continbed to do sovN goreiMn qecretary Geo-rey Rowe 
personally asked ;srael to halt salesu .bt 6onM conclbdedF N; 
do not .elie:e the ;sraelis are to .e mo:ed on this issbevN
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Uhe incidentu thobMh decades oldu resbrfaced in …x…J as 
a reminder of ;srael4s lonMIstandinM willinMness to .etray 
e:en close allies when pro,ts .eckoned8 a pattern now 
:isi.le in qer.iau 'zer.ai5anu and .eyondv

qer.ia4s /ğv9L .illion arms deal with ;srael in 'bMbst …x…J 
illbstrated the persistence of this patternv Vespite .einM an 
S0 candidate stateu qer.ia siMned its larMest arms pbrchase 
in modern history with Sl.it qystems Y .byinM Rermes 
‘xx dronesu lonMIranMe precision rockets and electronic 
warfare  systemsu  all  GazaItestedv  Veals  that  not  only 
.ankrolled a state accbsed of Menocide .bt also threatened 
to desta.ilise the –alkans .y triMMerinM a reMional arms 
racev

Geography of Complicity

"yprbs re:ealed how MeoMraphy adapted to moral collapsev

's ;srael4s reMional position deteriorated and its popblation 
a.sor.ed  the  shock  of  sbstained  conCict  and  ;ranian 
retaliationu thobsands of ;sraeli nationals relocated to the 
2editerranean islandv Uhe miMration occbrred in wa:esF 
dbrinM  the  "7K;VIğ‘  pandemicu  dbrinM  3etanyahb4s 
5bdicial o:erhabl crisis in …x…j and most dramatically 
dbrinM the Gaza war and sb.seObent reMional escalationv

–y  midI…x…Ju  approBimately  ğJuxxx  ;sraeli  nationals 
resided in "yprbsu more than dob.le the ,Mbre recorded 
in …xğAvvv property pbrchases sbrMedv ;n 6imassolu ğuğJL 
;sraeli property pbrchases were recordedu in ?aphosu ğu…‘ğ 
transactionsu in 6arnacau ğuLx9 pbrchasesv ;n totalu nearly 
Luxxx ;sraeliIassociated properties were acObired across 
sobthern "yprbs .etween …x…ğ and …x…Jv
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"ha.ad "yprbs I the Hewish commbnity orManisation and 
network of  "ha.adI6b.a:itch centers  on the island of 
"yprbs that ser:es the local Hewish popblation and :isitors 
I reported that o:er ğ…uxxx ;sraeli Hews passed throbMh their 
centres in 5bst ten days dbrinM the ;ran crisisv N2any of them 
had no plans to retbrnuN said the "hief ’a..i of "yprbsu ”ee: 
’askinv

"yprbs4s  main  opposition  partyu  'ZS6u  warned  that 
the  phenomenon  was  not  ordinary  miMration  .bt  the 
constrbction of a N.ackyardN Y a satellite encla:e of ;sraeli 
inCbence .eyond missile ranMe yet close enobMh to matterv 
?arty spokesperson qtefanos qtefanob cabtioned that ;sraeli 
.byers were acObirinM strateMic land parcels and economic 
assetsu  .bildinM  Mated  encla:esu  schoolsu  and  reliMiobs 
institbtions at speedF N't some pointu we4ll disco:er obr own 
land doesn4t .elonM to bsv Uhese are not holiday homesv 
Uhese are settlements in all .bt namevN

Uhe  pattern  was  familiarF  rapid  acObisitionu  risinM 
pricesu local displacement and the emerMence of parallel 
infrastrbctbrev qecbrity concerns compobnded economic 
anBietyF a Raaretz eBpos“ con,rmed that ;sraeli intelliMence 
aMencies  were  acti:e  on  the  islandu  bsinM  "yprbs  for 
Nsafehobse operationsN and loMistical staMinMv

"yprbs thbs .ecame an inad:ertent eBtension of the warF 
a site of refbMe for ;sraeli elitesu a platform for Western 
military sbpportu and a Cashpoint in the e:ol:inM ri:alry 
.etween ;srael and Ubrkeyv Ubrkish forces maintained tens 
of thobsands of troops in occbpied northern "yprbsv ;srael 
entrenched itself economically and co:ertly in the sobthv

Geopolitical  analyst  Slina éenopontos warned that  the 
island risked .ecominM N.ait .etween two powerfbl statesvN 
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N;srael wants to antaMonise Ubrkey throbMh "yprbsuN she told 
5obrnalist Vemetri 6ascarisu N.bt it will .e the "ypriots who 
pay the pricev UbrninM the island into a forward operatinM 
.ase for another state risks de:astationvN

gor "ypriotsu the danMer was eBistentialv 3ebtrality was 
erodinMv qo was so:ereiMntyv

China, Gaza and the Abstention

Uhe emerMence of a cobnterIaBis did not mean coherence 
withobt contradictionv Uhe most re:ealinM fractbre came 
not from WashinMton or –rbsselsu .bt from –ei5inMv

7n ğ$  3o:em.er …x…Ju  as  the 0nited 3ations  qecbrity 
"obncil adopted ’esolbtion …Axj endorsinM a 0qI.acked 
framework  for  Gaza4s  transitional  Mo:ernanceu  "hina 
and ’bssia a.stainedv Uhe resolbtion passedv WashinMton 
secbred its obtcome not throbMh consensbsu .bt throbMh 
silencev  gor  many  o.ser:ersu  "hina4s  a.stention  was 
perpleBinMv –y that staMe of the waru pb.lic opinion inside 
"hina had shiTed decisi:ely aMainst ;sraelv Gaza had .ecome 
a moral and political liMhtninM rod across "hinese social 
mediau reshapinM popblar perceptions of ”ionismu Western 
hypocrisyu and the credi.ility of international law itselfv 

qtomachIchbrninM  imaMes  that  cobld  not  .e  bnseen 
from Gaza circblated widely despite censorship e-ortsu 
accompanied  .y  commentary  that  increasinMly  drew 
historical parallels .etween ;srael4s actions and the atrocities 
of imperial Hapan and 3azi Germanyv

"hina4s historical relationship with the ?alestinian strbMMle 
lent fbrther weiMht to the shiTv VbrinM the 2ao erau –ei5inM 
had openly sbpported ?alestinian Mberrilla mo:ements and 
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framed their cabse  as  part  of  a  Mlo.al  antiIimperialist 
strbMMlev  'monM  the  ,:e  permanent  mem.ers  of  the 
qecbrity "obncilu "hina had lonM .een the most consistently 
sympathetic to ?alestinian li.erationv Uhat postbre soTened 
dbrinM the era of economic reform and Mlo.al inteMrationu 
as  ideoloMy  Ma:e  way  to  strateMic  cabtion  and  market 
praMmatismu yet Gaza reiMnited dormant solidaritiesv

When Ramas labnched the 'lI'Osa glood operationu ;srael 
demanded bnconditional Mlo.al condemnationv Uhe 0nited 
qtates  and  Sbropean  capitals  compliedu  .bt  "hina  did 
notv ;nsteadu –ei5inM issbed carefblly worded statements 
condemninM harm to ci:ilians N.y all partiesuN refbsinM to 
endorse ;srael4s framinM of $ 7cto.er as the sinMblar oriMin 
of :iolencev "hinese diplomats Mrew increasinMly .lbntv Uhe 
consbl Meneral in 7saka posted a comparison of 3azi and 
;sraeli CaMsu remarkinM that the di-erence lay not in condbct 
.bt in patronaMeF NGermany treated the 0nited qtates as an 
enemy Y ;srael treats it as an 'U2vN

Det "hina did not :etoE ;n "hinese diplomatic cbltbreu 
a :eto is not merely an o.5ection8 it is a declaration of 
intentv –ei5inM reser:es it for moments when it is prepared 
to follow throbMh materiallyv "hinese leaders may ha:e 
conclbded that a :eto wobld not alter facts on the Mrobndu 
that WashinMton and Uel ':i: wobld iMnore it reMardlessu 
and that in:okinM international law withobt the capacity to 
enforce it wobld bltimately weaken "hina4s credi.ility rather 
than strenMthen itv

;f  sou  the  a.stention  re:ealed  somethinM  bnsettlinMv 
Gaza may not only ha:e shattered faith in WesternIled 
institbtions8 it may ha:e eroded con,dence in international 
law itselfv  Uhe  03 systemu  desiMned  to  restrain  power 
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throbMh normsu appeared incapa.le of restraininM anythinMv 
Gaza was not simply a hbmanitarian catastrophe8 it was a 
fractbre point in the leMitimacy of the postIğ‘LJ orderv

The Fragmentation of the West

While the Glo.al qobth consolidatedu the Western .loc 
fractbredv

'cross Sbropeu foreiMn ministers clashed .itterly .ehind 
closed doorsv ;relandu qpainu 3orwayu and qlo:enia formally 
recoMnised the qtate of ?alestinev Germanyu granceu and the 
0nited ZinMdom initially clbnM to WashinMton4s increasinMly 
bntena.le positionu insistinM on procedbral cabtion e:en as 
Gaza collapsedv

' moment of profobnd rbptbre came in Hbne …x…Ju when 
a leaked 0q diplomatic ca.le re:ealed WashinMton4s alarm 
o:er a 03 conference intended to re:i:e international 
consensbs  arobnd  a  twoIstate  solbtionE  qent  .y  the 
qtate  Vepartment  on  ğx  Hbneu  the  ca.le  warned  that 
cobntries  attendinM  the  3ew  Dork  sbmmit  cobld  face 
Ndiplomatic conseObencesN for sbpportinM what it descri.ed 
as NantiI;srael actionsvN

Uhe lanMbaMe was re:ealinMv N0nilaterally recoMnisinM a 
?alestinian state wobld e-ecti:ely render 7ctv $ 4?alestinian 
;ndependence Vayu4N the ca.le declaredu eObatinM Ramas4s 
attack with an act of nationhoodv ' Sbropean diplomat 
descri.ed the pressbre campaiMn .lbntly as N.bllyinMu and of 
a stbpid typevN

Uhe conferenceu coIhosted .y grance and qabdi 'ra.iau 
.ecame  a  tbrninM  pointv  ?resident  Smmanbel  2acron 
pb.licly sbMMested that grance miMht bse the moment to 
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recoMnise ?alestinev gor a G$ power and permanent mem.er 
of  the  qecbrity  "obncilu  the  siMnal  was  eBtraordinaryv 
’ecoMnition amid ;srael4s  onMoinM assablt  on Gaza and 
acceleratinM  settler  :iolence  in  the  West  –ank  wobld 
represent a direct repbdiation of the 0qY;srael aBisv

Uhe dominoes followedv grance pledMed recoMnition on ğA 
Hbly …x…Jv Uhe 0nited ZinMdom and "anada followed on jx 
Hblyu thobMh hedMed with conditionsv 'bstralia annobnced 
recoMnition on ğL 'bMbstv –elMibm con,rmed its decision 
in early qeptem.eru and ?ortbMal formally 5oined on …x 
qeptem.eru days .efore the General 'ssem.ly con:enedv

;reland4s  goreiMn  2inister  Uhomas  –yrne  dismissed 
eBistinM hbmanitarian arranMements as NinsbPcientuN citinM 
continbed NslabMhterN and restrictions on food and waterv 
0nder  sbstained  Mrassroots  pressbreu  Vb.lin  ad:anced 
leMislation .anninM Moods from ;sraeli settlements in the 
West  –ank  and  the  Golan  ReiMhtsu  al.eit  in  dilbted 
formv Det contradictions persistedv S:en as ;reland mo:ed 
leMislati:elyu its central .ank continbed facilitatinM the sale 
of ;sraeli .ondsu which ;sraeli oPcials openly acknowledMed 
were helpinM ,nance the warv

' coalition of nine S0 states Y –elMibmu ginlandu ;relandu 
6bBem.obrMu ?olandu ?ortbMalu qlo:eniau qpainu and qweden 
Y  formally  brMed  a  reassessment  of  trade  with  ;sraeli 
settlementsu  citinM  the  ;nternational  "obrt  of  Hbstice4s 
ad:isory opinion on their illeMalityE Germany stood apartv

Hobrnalist Va:id "ronin identi,ed –erlin as the central 
o.stacle to meaninMfbl S0 actionv NGermany is the .iMMest 
.arrierv ;t is acti:ely ena.linM the MenocidevN Germany4s 
doctrine of qtaatsrTson Y the declared o.liMation to protect 
;srael  as  a  matter  of  state  identity  o:errode  all  other 
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considerationsu inclbdinM international lawv 'rms sales 
continbed and diplomatic co:er remained a.solbtev

;n  Hbly  …x…Ju  the  Sbropean  SBternal  'ction  qer:ice 
compiled an internal  report  docbmentinM thirtyIeiMht 
:iolations of international hbmanitarian law .y ;srael in 
Gazav Uhe report conclbded that ;srael had Nlikely .reached 
'rticle …N of the S0Y;srael 'ssociation 'Mreementu which 
makes respect for hbman riMhts an essential condition of 
partnershipv ;t wasu as one senior S0 oPcial descri.ed 
anonymobslyu Nan airtiMht casevN

Det S0 foreiMn policy chief Za5a Zallas declined to pbrsbe 
any  of  the  ten  proposed  enforcement  measbres8  she 
pb.licly shook hands with ;sraeli goreiMn 2inister Gideon 
qa4aru who cele.rated the obtcome on é as Na diplomatic 
featvN

'MnUs  "allamardu  qecretary  General  of  'mnesty 
;nternationalu  condemned the decision as a Ncrbel and 
bnlawfbl .etrayalN of .oth international law and Sbrope4s 
professed :albesv –ehind the failbreu "ronin arMbedu stood 
not only Germany4s arms policy .bt its inCbence within 
S0 institbtionsu inclbdinM oPcials whom critics accbsed 
of bsinM their oPces to shield ;sraeli policy and smear 
?alestine solidarity acti:ismv

's states scram.led to reco:er leMitimacyu recoMnition itself 
.ecame the neBt .attle,eldv

Western "Recognition" as Colonial Diktat

S:en as Western Mo:ernments annobnced their recoMnition 
of ?alestinian statehoodu critical :oices Obestioned whether 
these declarations represented proMress or deceptionv
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Uhe Slectronic ;ntifadaXs 'li '.bnimah dissected 'bstralia4s 
statementu  deli:ered  on  …ğ  qeptem.er  …x…Jv  While  it 
opened .y recoMnisinM Nthe independent and so:ereiMn state 
of ?alestineuN it immediately rede,ned recoMnition as an 
aspiration rather than a riMhtv

NUhis is not recoMnition of ?alestinian selfIdeterminationv 
;t  is  recoMnition  of  ;srael4s  riMht  to  de,ne  ?alestinian 
so:ereiMntyuN he commentedu wrylyv ;nternational law Mrants 
the riMht of selfIdetermination to peoplesu not statesv VN;srael 
has no riMht to eBistu nor does any other stateuW he addedE 
X?eoples ha:e a riMht to selfIdeterminationvN 

–y redbcinM ?alestinian  claims  to  aspirationsu  Western 
Mo:ernments  stripped  ?alestinians  of  their  core  leMal 
standinMF  the  riMht  of  retbrnu  restitbtionu  and  Menbine 
independencev  2ore  trob.linM  were  the  conditions 
attachedv  'bstralia4s  ?rime  2inister  'nthony 'l.anese 
declared  that  Ramas  cobld  ha:e  no  role  in  a  fbtbre 
?alestinian stateu that the state mbst .e disarmedu and that 
recoMnition itself was conditional on ;sraeli hostaMes .einM 
releasedv

NRere4s the prime minister of 'bstralia tellinM the people of 
the sbpposedly independent and so:ereiMn state of ?alestine 
who is and isn4t allowed to rble themv qo who Ma:e him the 
riMht to do that1N asked '.bnimahv Uhe 0nited ZinMdomu 
"anadau granceu and others imposed similar conditionsE 
'.bnimah descri.ed this as colonial diktat dressed bp as 
diplomacyv 

N;f yob4re recoMnisinM an independent stateu yob don4t Met to 
say who its leaders areu yob don4t Met to say which political 
parties are leMal or illeMalu yob don4t Met to say what its 
constitbtion mbst .ev Uhat4s what colonial rblers dovN 
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’ecoMnition withobt so:ereiMnty was not li.eration .bt 
containmentv

Uhe ?alestinian 'bthority played a complicit rolev Vespite 
polls showinM more than fobrI,Ths of ?alestinians wanted 
2ahmobd '..as to resiMnu Western Mo:ernments continbed 
presentinM him as their chosen interlocbtorv ;n retbrnu '..as 
Y who had pre:iobsly referred to Ramas mem.ers with the 
harsh 'ra.ic epithet of èsons of doMsX I reassbred donors that 
Ramas wobld .e eBclbded and that the ?' was prepared to 
assbme control of Gazav

's critics  ha:e descri.ed itu  the ?' fbnctioned in what 
some called a ?alestinian ”ionist  roleF  an eBtension of 
the occbpationu a strbctbre desiMned dbrinM 7slo to police 
?alestinians on ;srael4s .ehalfu now repackaMed as statehoodv

;n  6ondonu  the  ?alestinian  mission  was  renamed  an 
Nem.assy  of  the  state  of  ?alestinevN  6a.obr  politicians 
attendedu smilinM for photoMraphsv '.bnimah dismissed it 
with a ?alestinian pro:er.F a man ,nds one horseshoe and 
declares himself nearly a horsemanv NUhey want to take a 
concentration camp and pbt a siMn on it that says qtate 
of ?alestineE We shobld condemn these fake recoMnitions 
and condemn the continbed bse of the twoIstate fantasy 
to distract from the Menocide that all these cobntries are 
helpinM ;srael to perpetrateuN he conclbdedv

–y recoMnisinM a state while denyinM a people their riMht 
to selfIdeterminationu Western capitals preser:ed ;sraeli 
dominance while claiminM moral creditv ;t was the 7slo loMic 
eBtended to its endpointF abtonomy withobt freedomv 

gor ?alestiniansu the arranMement o-ered no protection 
from .om.s or hbnMer8 the contrast with qobth 'frica4s 
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leMal challenMe was instrbcti:ev Where Western recoMnition 
deferred  5bsticeu  the  ;"H  case  confronted  it  and  where 
diplomacy  manaMed  appearancesu  law  named  crimesv 
6eMitimacy no lonMer Cowed from recoMnition .y powerfbl 
statesu it Cowed from ethical coherencev

The Economics of Conscience

's  diplomatic  credi.ility  erodedu  economic  pressbre 
followedE "onsbmer .oycottsu pensionIfbnd di:estments 
and  bni:ersity  withdrawals  transformed  ethics  into  a 
measbra.le ,nancial :aria.lev ;n:estment analysts on Wall 
qtreet  and  in  the  "ity of  6ondon coined  a  new termF 
the repbtational risk premibmE ethical eBposbre .ecame 
somethinM to hedMe aMainstv

–y Hbly …x…Ju more than /ğ…x .illion had .een withdrawn 
from  in:estment  fbnds  linked  to  defence  indbstries 
complicit in Gaza4s destrbctionv Sl.it qystemsu ’aytheonu 
–'S  and  General  Vynamics  saw  their  :albations  dip 
as institbtions reassessed their eBposbrev S:en the most 
conser:ati:e in:estors .eMan to hedMe aMainst this new form 
of moral eBposbrev Uhe lanMbaMe of hiMh ,nance adapted 
relbctantly to the lanMbaMe of conscienceF the .bzzword of 
sbstaina.ility was now 5oined .y the harderu sharper demand 
for accobnta.ilityv

gor  the  ,rst  timeu  ethics  and  economics  were  :isi.ly 
connected in the Mlo.al marketplacev

The Brain Drain

Uhe collapse was not con,ned to commoditiesF  ;sraelXs 
most important economic pillaru its technoloMy sectoru was 
.eMinninM to hollow obt in earnestv
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;n  Vecem.er  …x…Ju  the  ;srael  'd:anced  UechnoloMy 
;ndbstries 'ssociation reported that ,Ty three percent of 
mbltinational  tech  ,rms  had  seen  a  sharp  increase  in 
employee reObests to relocate a.roadv Uhese were not only 
5bnior sta- .bt senior eBecbti:es and their familiesu people 
with deep roots who no lonMer .elie:ed the cobntry was 
sta.le or safev

Uech accobnts for robMhly twenty percent of ;sraelXs GV?u 
,Teen percent  of  5o.s  and more  than half  of  eBportsv 
2bltinationals inclbdinM 2icrosoTu ;ntelu 3:idiau 'mazonu 
2eta and 'pple operate ma5or research centres inside the 
cobntryu .bt the war has shown them they can mo:e work 
elsewherev

qome  ,rms  that  shiTed  operations  o:erseas  dbrinM 
disrbptions fobnd those alternati:es ePcient enobMh to 
.ecome permanentv ;f that trend continbesu ;sraelXs identity 
as  qilicon  Wadi  will  erodev  "apital  CiMht  is  one  thinMu 
hbman CiMht is anotherE Gaza is now costinM ;srael not only 
leMitimacy .bt its fbtbrev

The Redistribution of Hypocrisy

What Gaza prodbced was not consensbs .bt awarenessv

Uhis awareness did not .elonM to any sinMle stateu ideoloMyu 
or .loc8 it was plbralu contestedu and oTen contradictoryv 
"hina remained silent on its own a.bsesv ’bssia prosecbted 
its  war  in  0kraineu  ;ran  repressed  domestic  dissentv 
Rypocrisy did not disappearu it was redistri.btedu yet the 
monopoly on hypocrisy endedv

Uhe Glo.al qobth no lonMer asked politely for inclbsionF it 
demanded parityv Uhe 'frican 0nionu 'qS'3 and "S6'" 
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issbed 5oint statements callinM for a radical restrbctbrinM 
of  the  03  qecbrity "obncil  and  the  a.olition  of  :eto 
powerv ?roposals circblated for new international tri.bnals 
independent of Western inCbencev

Uhe  new  aliMnment  was  not  btopianv  ;t  was  fraMileu 
fraMmentedu and riddled with contradictionsu .bt crbciallyu 
e:en the franchise on hypocrisy had shiTedF it was no lonMer 
a Caw monopolised .y the Westv

Western  capitals  confronted  a  reality  they  had  lonM 
deniedF  power  withobt  .elief  is  .rittlev  Uhe  abra  of 
ine:ita.ility sbrrobndinM Western dominance dissol:edv 
Uhe architectbre of  the postIğ‘LJ order Y .bilt  on the 
assbmption that a handfbl of states wobld de,ne leMitimacy 
for  all  others  Y  was  .bcklinM  bnder  the  weiMht  of  its 
own contradictionsv Uhe world had not yet arri:ed at a 
new systemu .bt the old one cobld no lonMer command 
o.ediencev

Uhe recon,Mbration of power aTer Gaza did not wait for the 
dead to .e .briedv S:en as entire districts lay Cattened and 
.odies remained .eneath collapsed homes and pbl:erised 
streetsu plans for what wobld replace them were already 
circblatinMv Uhese proposals were framed as reconstrbction 
and peaceu .bt they followed a familiar imperial loMic in 
which destrbction precedes rede:elopment and the oriMinal 
popblation is treated as an o.stacle rather than a stakeholderv

The Riviera Built on the Dead

Uhere is a particblar o.scenity reser:ed for empires in 
declineu  the moment when mass death is re.randed as 
opportbnityv
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qpeakinM at the end of Hanbary …x…9u as Gaza still lay in 
rbins and tens of thobsands of .odies remained .bried 
.eneath collapsed homes and pbl:erised streetsu Heremy 
"or.yn articblated  with  rare  moral  clarity what  many 
Western Mo:ernments refbsed to acknowledMev "or.ynu a 
lonMIstandinM –ritish parliamentarianu former leader of the 
6a.obr ?arty and :eteran antiIwar campaiMneru was also one 
of the orManisers of the Gaza Uri.bnalu con:ened to eBamine 
e:idence of ;sraeli war crimes and :iolations of international 
lawv Ris words carried the abthority not only of political 
eBperience .bt of direct enMaMement with testimony from 
Gaza itselfv

While  Western  political  and  ,nancial  elites  spoke  of 
reconstrbctionu in:estment and renewalu "or.yn focbsed 
on what those plans were actbally .bilt bponv XUhe .odies 
of ?alestinians are in the rb..le and bnder the Mrobnd of 
where they want this ’i:iera to .e .biltv Uhis is maca.re and 
disMbstinM .eyond .elief on a Mlo.al scalevW

Uhe proposal circblatinM bnder Vonald UrbmpXs soIcalled 
–oard of ?eace was framed as a sta.ilisinM initiati:e and a 
pathway toward prosperity and orderv "or.yn dismissed it 
entirelyu arMbinM that no sbch .oard had leMitimacy .ecabse 
?alestinians themsel:es were eBclbded from itv Uwo million 
people were .einM denied any say o:er the fbtbre of their 
own land while eBternal actors assem.led what he descri.ed 
as a collection of power .rokers intent on car:inM bp what 
remained of Gazav

;n "or.yn4s assessmentF X;tXs a roMbesX Mallery pbt toMether to 
car:e bp what remains of GazavW

6bBbry towersu .eachfront resorts and a 2editerranean 
’i:iera were discbssed as  thobMh Gaza were emptyu  as 
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thobMh  it  were  not  a  densely  popblated  society  that 
had .een systematically redbced to rb..le .y sbstained 
.om.ardmentv "or.yn emphasised that this destrbction 
did  not  occbr  in  isolation  .bt  with  weapons  sbpplied 
.y the 0nited qtates and political sbpport from –ritainu 
grance  and  other Western  powersv  ;n  that  conteBtu  he 
arMbedu the only leMitimate aMenda shobld ha:e .een the 
complete withdrawal of ;sraeli forcesu the rapid deli:ery 
of hbmanitarian assistance and the riMht of ?alestinians to 
determine their own fbtbrev

–y early …x…9u entire districts of Gaza "ity had .een erasedu 
with residential .locks Cattened in patterns that sbMMested 
preparation rather than military necessityv Uhe remo:al of 
people preceded the arri:al of capitalv What was descri.ed 
as reconstrbction increasinMly resem.led replacementv

"or.yn  warned  that  the  ’i:iera  :ision  depended  on 
somethinM .oth illeMal bnder international law and deeply 
familiar in colonial historyu namely the forced displacement 
of a ci:ilian popblationv X;t wobld .e impossi.le to re.bild 
Gaza with the ?alestinian people there in the way Vonald 
Urbmp wantsv What weXre likely to see is an attempt at 
forced remo:alu with people pbshed obt of parts of Gazau 
followed .y reIde:elopment and the introdbction of settlers 
or international elitesv

;sraelXs lonMIstandinM o.5ecti:e of dri:inM ?alestinians sobth 
throbMh ’afah and into SMyptXs  qinai had .een openly 
discbssed for yearsv SMyptXs refbsal to accept sbch a transfer 
had so far .locked itu .bt the strateMy remained intactu clear 
the land and then reimaMine it for othersv

–y this staMeu tens of thobsands of deaths had .een formally 
identi,edu with many more .odies still  .bried .eneath 
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the rb..lev Uhis reality did not slow the rede:elopment 
narrati:eF it accelerated itv "or.yn re5ected the sbMMestion 
that descri.inM Gaza as the site of a Menocide was rhetorical 
eBcessu notinM that the ;nternational "obrt of Hbstice itself 
had recoMnised the plabsi.ility of that charMev

3o ,Mbre .etter illbstrated continbity .etween past and 
present than Uony –lairv Uhe former prime minister who 
helped sell the destrbction of ;raO reIemerMed once aMain as 
ad:iseru mediator and ,Berv qince lea:inM oPce in …xx$u –lair 
had accbmblated :ast personal wealth throbMh consbltancy 
and ,nancial ad:isory work while maintaininM a persistent 
presence in 2iddle Sast peace initiati:esv

"or.ynXs  assessment  was  bnsparinMv  X;X:e  no record of 
anythinM bsefbl he e:er did as 2iddle Sast en:oyv ;f he thinks 
he can play a role in re.bildinM Gazau the .est role he can 
play is to keep well obt of itvW

–lairXs  reappearance  mattered  .ecabse  it  con,rmed  a 
patternv ;raO was destroyed bnder the .anner of li.erationv 
Gaza now faced rede:elopment bnder the .anner of peacev 
Uhe loMic was bnchanMedu only the catastrophe was newv

'n alternati:e :ision for Gaza already eBistedu articblated 
.y ?alestinian  architectsu  planners  and  sbr:i:inM  local 
abthorities who descri.ed re.bildinM Mrobnded in diMnity 
rather than pro,tu inclbdinM sbstaina.le hobsinMu farmlandu 
pb.lic infrastrbctbre and fbll access to the coast for all 
?alestinians li:inM in Gazav

XUhis proposal .y Urbmp is the :ery opposite of all of thatuW 
"or.yn saidv XUhe ?alestinian people and they aloneu shobld 
decide the fbtbre of GazavW
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qelfIdetermination disrbpts marketsu sbr:i:ors complicate 
rede:elopment and memory interferes with .randinMvvv for 
the ’i:iera to proceedu forMettinM mbst come ,rstv

What was presented as renewal re:ealed itself as continbityu 
the  same  hierarchies  reprodbced  throbMh  di-erent 
lanMbaMev GazaXs destrbction was not merely tolerated .y 
the emerMinM Mlo.al orderu .bt acti:ely incorporated into itu 
transformed from crime scene into opportbnity throbMh the 
familiar alchemy of poweru capital and silencev

jğJ

PRO
O
F



C   �����	�
The West's Reckoning

The geopolitical re-alignment exposed by Gaza did not remain 
con,ned to diplomacyw la. or trade�

As  Western  governments  lost  moral  authority  abroad, 
they faced a dikerent …ind of rec…oning at homeT whe 
same images that shattered the legitimacy of international 
institutions  also  ignited  mass  dissent  across  Western 
societies, and pith it, a crisis for .olitical systems built on 
the claim that they governed by consent: What folloped 
pas not only .rotest, but re.ressionG a coordinated attem.t 
to contain the moral shoc… of zaIa by narroping pho pas 
alloped to s.ea…, phat could be said and phose sukering 
counted:

The Rupture Within

xf the nep alignment e-.osed hy.ocrisy abroad, it .rovo…ed 
crisis at home:

whe sustained .roP–alestinian mobilisations documented 
in the .receding cha.ter q the cam.us encam.ments, the 
pee…ly marches, the mass arrests q pere not isolated from 
the geo.olitical shi3s unfolding internationally: whey pere 
their domestic e-.ression: Western governments found 
themselves s1ueeIed betpeen di.lomatic isolation abroad 
and .o.ular revolt at home:
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zermany re.resented the most e-treme case: xnvo…ing 
historical guilt, zerman o’cials framed criticism of xsrael 
as  antisemitism,  colla.sing  distinction  betpeen  Cepish 
identity and state .olicy: Oemonstrations pere banned, 
–alestinian  Nags  pere  con2scated  and  .olice  violently 
dis.ersed .rotests, even as images of xsrael0s indiscriminate 
bombing of civilians in zaIa 2lled zerman screens:

Bivil  society  res.ondedG  in  Zctober  and  Vovember 
MEM6,  authorities  in  jerlin  im.osed spee.ing bans  on 
.roP–alestinian demonstrations, yet tens of thousands still 
marched, pith .olice violently de.loying mass …ettling, 
arrests and .rotest .rohibitions across the city: At the same 
time, antiPHionist organisations such as Cepish Foice for a 
Cust –eace in the éiddle 7ast .ublicly challenged the state0s 
narrative from pithin, re“ecting the claim that unconditional 
su..ort for xsrael pas a moral obligation derived from 
”olocaust remembrance: When ”olocaust memory pas 
invo…ed to “ustify .rotest  bans,  s.eech restrictions and 
the silencing of Cepish dissent, its claim to universality 
colla.sedG zermany0s .ostpar moral identity no longer 
functioned  as  a  safeguard  against  in“ustice,  but  as  a 
mechanism of selective enforcement, e-.osed under .ublic, 
legal and international scrutiny:

Across  Western  7uro.e,  similar  .atterns  emerged: 
zovernments  s.o…e  the  language  of  human  rights 
phile criminalising .rotestG in Urance, xnterior éinister 
z;rald Oarmanin ordered blan…et bans on .roP–alestinian 
demonstrations in Zctober MEM6, later .artially overturned 
by courts but enforced aggressively by .olice: éedia outlets 
narroped the bounds of .ermissible debate: xn Urance, 
“ournalists at .ublic broadcaster Urance w;l;visions re.orted 
internal  directives  parning  against  language  deemed 
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9.olitical5  or  9onePsided5  on  zaIa,  phile  contributors 
and commentators pere removed or sidelined folloping 
socialPmedia  .osts  critical  of  xsrael0s  actions:  xn  xtaly, 
freelance  “ournalist  zabriele  VunIiati  pas  dro..ed  by 
his  agency  a3er  1uestioning  7R  o’cials  on  xsrael0s 
res.onsibility  for  zaIa0s  destruction,  a  case  cited  by 
.ressPfreedom grou.s as emblematic of .olitical .ressure 
on coverage: éeanphile, social media .latforms including 
éeta  restricted  –alestinian  content  under  sustained 
lobbying and government .ressure: whe s.ace for dissent 
shran… even as .ublic outrage grep:

whis convergence of censorshi., re.ression, and narrative 
control mar…ed a turning .oint: What pas emerging pas 
not confusion, but a .atternG the same systems that shielded 
violence  abroad  pere  nop being  turned  inpardS  zaIa 
e-.osed not only Western hy.ocrisy abroad but democratic 
fragility at home:

What  alarmed  Western  governments  pas  not  merely 
the  scale  of  .rotest,  but  its  durability:  Rnli…e  e.isodic 
mobilisations  around  xra1  or  Afghanistan,  the  zaIa 
movement  sustained  momentum  des.ite  re.ression, 
vili2cation,  and  legal  threatG  it  pas  decentralised, 
transnational  and largely immune to coPo.tation:  whis 
durability reNected structural conditions: whe generation 
mobilised  by  zaIa  had  gropn  u.  amid  .ermanent 
crisisG  2nancial  colla.se,  climate brea…dopn,  .andemic 
mismanagement and endless par: xnstitutional trust pas 
already erodedT zaIa did not radicalise themS it con2rmed 
their sce.ticism:

Attem.ts  to  su..ress  the  movement  .roduced inverse 
ekects: 7ach arrest, ban or censorshi. decision reinforced 
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the  .erce.tion  that  liberal  institutions  functioned 
conditionallyS  that  rights  e-isted  until  they  conNicted 
pith .oper: Rniversities, media organisations and .olitical 
.arties found themselves on the prong side of a moral 
ru.ture they could neither control nor narrate apay:

The Crisis of Legitimacy

whe crac…dopn e-tended beyond .rotest:  xnde.endent 
“ournalists pho documented xsraeli par crimes or Western 
com.licity faced harassment, legal threats and .rofessional 
e-ile phile neps outlets blurred re.orting pith advocacy for 
state .olicy: Algorithms su..ressed images and testimony 
deemed 9sensitive5, phile .latforms “usti2ed restrictions as 
9moderation5 phile res.onding to coordinated lobbying 
cam.aigns:

whe pea.onisation of antisemitism accusations became a 
central tool: Briticism of xsraeli .olicy pas reframed as 
racial hatred and –alestinian voices pere delegitimised: 
Cepish dissenters pere marginalised or erased: whe result 
pas not .rotection against racism, but the corrosion of 
.ublic discourse:

whis strategy carried costs::: by conNating xsrael pith Cepish 
identity, Western governments and institutions undermined 
genuine ekorts to combat antisemitism: whey transformed 
a real historical trauma into a .olitical shield, eroding its 
moral force: Uor younger generations, the tactic bac…2red 
s.ectacularlyG zaIa became their .olitical apa…ening and 
their trust in institutions colla.sed:

Rniversities that claimed to foster critical in1uiry silenced 
students: éedia organisations that .rofessed ob“ectivity 
ado.ted  state  narratives:  zovernments  that  .reached 
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democracy  criminalised  dissent  and  the  ga.  betpeen 
rhetoric and reality pidened into a chasm:

7ven pithin xsrael0s remaining allies, .rivate conversations 
shi3ed:  Uoreign  ministry  o’cials  s.o…e  1uietly  of 
9reassessment5 and 9fatigue5 phile editorial boards hedged 
their language and eu.hemism re.laced convictionG this is 
the 2nal stage of narrative colla.se:

whe conse1uences of this colla.se pere no longer con2ned 
to language, beyond intimidation and .rosecution lay a 
more 2nal form of silencing: jy the end of MEML, –alestinian 
“ournalists had been …illed at a rate unmatched in modern 
conNict: Zrganisations such as the Bommittee to –rotect 
Cournalists and Ye.orters Without jorders con2rmed that 
zaIa had become the deadliest par Ione for the .ress in 
modern history: Ye.orters pere struc… phile pearing .ress 
vestsT phile 2lmingT phile sheltering pith their familiesG 
entire nepsrooms pere erased:

Wael  alPOahdouh,  zaIa  bureau  chief  for  Al  CaIeera, 
continued re.orting a3er losing his pife, son, daughter and 
grandson in an xsraeli stri…e: 9whis is not .ersonal,5 he said on 
air a3er learning of their deaths, 9this is the reality of every 
family in zaIa:5 éonths later, Wael himself pas pounded in 
another stri…e phile covering the par:

Another “ournalist, ”ossam Xhabat, described the calculus 
faced  by  re.orters  shortly  before  he  pas  …illedG  9We 
…nop pe are targets: We …ee. 2lming because if pe sto., 
zaIa disa..ears:5 whis pas not collateral loss, it pas the 
removal of pitnesses: xnternational media organisations 
issued statements of concern phile continuing to rely on the 
footage and testimony of those being …illed:
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whe  contradiction  became  grotes1ueG  –alestinian 
“ournalists  pere  treated  as  essential  sources  and 
e-.endable bodies at the same time: Oocumentation pas 
tolerated only so long as it did not survive: whe …illing of 
“ournalists pas not incidental to the par, it pas central to 
controlling hop the par pould be remembered:

whe global realignment described in the .revious cha.ter 
pas not only geo.oliticalS it pas moral: As the porld0s 
centre of gravity shi3ed q apay from Atlantic consensus 
and topard a more fragmented, multi.olar order q the 
par on zaIa e-.osed something more destabilising than 
the erosion of Western inNuence abroadG the colla.se of 
Western credibility at home:

whe same governments that had framed themselves as 
guardians of international lap nop found their authority 
unravelling under the peight of their opn actions: zaIa 
did  not  merely accelerate  a  nep global  alignmentS  it 
forced liberal democracies to confront the dissonance 
betpeen the values they .roclaimed and the violence they 
enabled: What folloped pas not a sudden apa…ening, but a 
rec…oningS slop, cumulative and increasingly im.ossible 
to contain:

zaIa did not only destroy lives in –alestineG it detonated a 
credibility crisis inside the liberal democracies that armed, 
2nanced and di.lomatically .rotected the cam.aign as the 
evidence mounted: whe par forced Western governments 
and institutions to confront the pidening ga. betpeen 
their  stated  commitments  to  human  rights  and  their 
actual  conductS  a  crisis  of  legitimacy that  s.read from 
foreign ministries to courtrooms, nepsrooms, boardrooms, 
churches, cam.uses and dinner tables: xf zaIa bro…e the 

6MJ

PRO
O
F



West0s moral authority, it also stri..ed apay the e-ce.tional 
status of the state the West had built, funded and defended:

whe colla.se pas not merely .olitical  or di.lomatic,  it 
pas e-istentialG a .ublic unmas…ing of hop .oper .rotects 
itself phen confronted pith atrocity that can no longer 
be .lausibly denied: whis rec…oning pas not one eventS 
it unfolded as a se1uenceG e-.osure, inventory and then 
conse1uence:

Uirst, lea…s, images, resignations and o’cial .a.er trails 
made ignorance im.ossible: when came the inventory of 
mechanismsG the lobbies,  legal evasions, su..ly chains, 
media gate…ee.ing, intelligence rationalisations and tech 
infrastructure that translated 9su..ort5 into logistics: when 
2nally came conse1uenceG a cultural and legal shi3 that 
altered phat could be said in .ublic, phat could be defended 
in court and phat could be “usti2ed to younger generations 
pithout losing legitimacy:

The Fracture Inside American Conservatism

jy the summer of MEML, something had gone badly prong 
inside the information architecture that xsrael had s.ent 
decades building across the American right: whe colla.se did 
not begin pith zaIa, nor even pith Zctober 8, but pith a 
series of investigative re.orts .ublished by éa- jlumenthal 
at whe zrayIone, phich e-.osed a hidden struggle betpeen 
xsrael0s .olitical netpor… in Washington and one of its most 
im.ortant American assetsG Bharlie &ir…:

Uor more than a decade,  &ir… had been groomed by a 
constellation of .roPxsrael billionaires, donors and .olitical 
o.eratives pho sap in him a uni1uely valuable conduit into 
the conservative grassroots: ”e pas not Cepish, phich made 
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him es.ecially useful as a messenger: ”e s.o…e the language 
of Bhristian nationalism and America Uirst .o.ulism, yet 
he had been raised inside a funding ecosystem that pas 
dee.ly integrated pith xsrael0s .olitical ob“ectives: wurning 
–oint RXA, the organisation he built, became one of the 
most .operful mobilising engines in the éAzA movement, 
sha.ing the porldviep of millions of young conservatives 
pho pould go on to enter .olitics, the military, media and 
activist netpor…s:

jy the time Oonald wrum. returned to o’ce, &ir… pas no 
longer sim.ly a commentator, he pas pidely vieped inside 
Ye.ublican .oper circles as a future senator and .ossibly a 
future .resident: ”is inNuence pas not theoreticalG he could 
move cropds, shi3 narratives and .lace .ressure directly on 
the White ”ouse, all of phich made him indis.ensable to 
xsraeli strategy at .recisely the moment phen xsrael needed 
the American right to absorb and defend an increasingly 
indefensible par: when zaIa ha..ened:::

As images of mass civilian destruction circulated across 
social media, xsrael0s traditional tal…ing .oints began to 
fail  even among conservative  audiences  that  had once 
acce.ted  them  reNe-ively:  At  wurning  –oint0s  summer 
summit  in  Culy MEML,  that  shi3  eru.ted  into  the  o.en 
phen .roP–alestinian and antiPpar arguments pere voiced 
on stage  and cheered by thousands  of  young activists: 
whe taboo against criticising xsrael  inside Bonservative 
xncor.orated pas bro…en in .ublic: Within pee…s, a .rivate 
rescue o.eration pas launched:

xsraeli –rime éinister jen“amin Vetanyahu did not need 
to .ersonally prite che1uesS phat he needed pas something 
more so.histicated: According to jlumenthal0s re.orting, 
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he moved to assemble a consortium of friendly American 
billionaires and .olitical 2nanciers pho pould .our money 
into &ir…0s o.eration in e-change for restoring message 
disci.line: whe ob“ective pas not sim.ly to su..ort &ir… 
2nancially but to reassert xsraeli control over one of the most 
im.ortant mega.hones in American conservatism:

A secret inNuencer summit pas convened by hedge fund 
billionaire jill Ac…man, bringing together donors, media 
2gures and xsraeliPaligned o.eratives: xts .ur.ose pas to 
stabilise phat they sap as a dangerous fracture inside the 
rightPping information ecosystem, one that threatened 
xsrael0s ability to mobilise American youth behind its ne-t 
par,  .articularly the  looming confrontation  pith  xran: 
Bharlie &ir… pas meant to be brought bac… into lineS instead, 
he .ulled apay:

A .rivate  letter  that  &ir…  prote  to  Vetanyahu  in  éay 
MEML,  later released to the .ublic,  revealed a man pho 
pas no longer comfortable .laying the role assigned to 
him: Yather than rea’rming loyalty, &ir… com.lained about 
being treated as a subcontracted .ro.agandist for xsrael, 
forced to carry messages that pere .olitically to-ic inside the 
America Uirst movement he had hel.ed build: ”e parned 
that it made conservative activists loo… foolish to be seen 
as mouth.ieces for a foreign state and he e-.licitly re“ected 
the .ush for par pith xran, arguing that xsrael should ma…e 
its opn case to the American .ublic rather than .aying RX 
inNuencers to do it on its behalf:

whe e-istence and contents of the letter, along pith the 
secret donor meetings and the pithdrapal of …ey 2nancial 
bac…ers, pere 2rst re.orted by jlumenthal in a series of 
investigations at whe zrayIone, draping on donor records, 
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lea…ed corres.ondence and intervieps pith 2gures inside 
the conservative .olitical ecosystem:

Within pee…s,  the conse1uences  became visible:  Zne 
of  &ir…0s  most  im.ortant  benefactors,  ultraPHionist 
billionaire  Yobert  Xchillman,  1uietly  pithdrep  his 
2nancial su..ort: At the same time, farPright activist %aura 
%oomer, herself bac…ed by .roPxsrael donors, launched a 
sustained .ublic attac… on &ir…: jy Cune, he pas lobbying 
inside the wrum. White ”ouse against xsraeli ekorts to 
.ull the Rnited Xtates into a par pith xran, a move that cut 
directly across Vetanyahu0s strategic ob“ectives:

xn  Culy,  the  ru.ture  became  im.ossible  to  hideG  at 
the wurning –oint summit in Ulorida,  wuc…er Barlson 
denounced jill Ac…man on stage, Oave Xmith debated 
the zaIa par before a live audience, and Bharlie &ir… 
found  himself  under  2re  from  tpo  of  xsrael0s  most 
reliable American media enforcers, éar… %evin and jen 
Xha.iro: Oays later, &ir… pent on éegyn &elly0s shop 
and com.lained that Americans pere being denied the 
freedom to criticise xsrael even as xsraelis themselves did 
so o.enly, referring .ointedly to unnamed sta…eholders 
and funders:

jetpeen them, &ir…, wuc…er Barlson, jen Xha.iro, éar… 
%evin, éegyn &elly and the other .ersonalities orbiting 
the  wurning  –oint  ecosystem  reached  pell  over  one 
hundred million follopers and viepers across (ouwube, 
.odcasts,  ),  wi…wo…  and  broadcast  television,  giving 
this loosely connected netpor… more inNuence over the 
.olitical consciousness of American conservatives than 
any single neps.a.er, cable netpor… or .olitical .arty 
machine in the country:
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Zn  Xe.tember  JE,  MEML,  at  midday,  Bharlie  &ir…,  the 
thirtyPonePyearPold founder of wurning –oint RXA and one 
of the most inNuential organisers in American conservatism, 
pas shot in the nec… by a single bullet phile anspering 
audience 1uestions during a .ublic event at Rtah Falley 
Rniversity: ”e colla.sed in viep of the cropd and pas later 
.ronounced dead at a nearby hos.ital: %ap enforcement 
described the incident as a targeted .olitical assassination:

where is no evidence that xsrael .layed any role in his …illing, 
but the .olitical shoc…paves that folloped pere revealing: 
Vetanyahu too… the e-traordinary ste. of .ublicly denying 
any xsraeli involvementT tpice: jen Xha.iro issued similar 
denials: xt pas an un.recedented s.ectacle, a foreign leader 
and his media allies rushing to distance themselves from a 
narrative that had not yet even fully solidi2ed:

whe reason pas sim.leG the myth of Bharlie &ir… as xsrael0s 
loyal gentile cham.ion had colla.sed: whe letter he prote, 
the donors pho abandoned him and the attac…s that came 
“ust as he o..osed a par pith xran all .ointed to a dee.er 
truth: &ir… had become a liability to the very forces that had 
built him:

What  died  pith  Bharlie  &ir…  pas  not  “ust  a  man  but 
a model of .olitical control: Uor decades, xsrael and its 
American netpor…s had relied on a managed ecosystem 
of conservative inNuencers, donors and media .latforms 
to ensure that RX foreign .olicy remained loc…ed in .lace 
regardless of .ublic o.inion: zaIa bro…e that system: &ir… 
pas merely the most visible casualty of its failure: xn the 
nep information par, even xsrael0s most carefully cultivated 
assets pere no longer guaranteed to obey:
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Exposure

xn Washington, the ru.ture pas not only visible in .olling or 
.rotest but inside the bureaucracy itself:

xn  Zctober  MEM6,  Cosh  –aul  q  the  Xtate  Oe.artment0s 
director of congressional and .ublic akairs in the jureau of 
–oliticalPéilitary Akairs, the o’ce that handles ma“or arms 
transfers q resigned, according to his .ublic statement and 
subse1uent intervieps, saying he could no longer be .art of 
an a..roach he characterised as 9blind su..ort5 for xsrael0s 
par:

”e pas folloped by other o’cials pho said the same conNict 
betpeen  role  and  conscience  had  become  intolerableG 
Annelle  Xheline,  a  Uoreign  Xervice  o’cer in  the  Xtate 
Oe.artment0s jureau of Oemocracy, ”uman Yights and 
%abor,  resigned in éarch MEM$S  veteran di.lomat ”ala 
Yharrit  resigned  in  A.ril  MEM$S  %ily zreenberg Ball,  a 
.olitical a..ointee at the R:X: Oe.artment of the xnterior, 
resigned in éay MEM$S and ”arrison éann, a R:X: military 
intelligence o’cer, said he 1uit citing 9moral in“ury:5 jy 
Uebruary M, MEM$, this internal dissent had crossed borders:

éore  than  KEE  civil  servants  across  the  Rnited  Xtates 
and  7uro.e  issued  an  o.en  statement  parning  that 
their governments0 .olicies pere pea…ening their nations0 
9moral standing5 and ris…ed contributing to violations of 
international lap: Zrganisers said many signatories pithheld 
their names for fear of re.risalS an anonymity that itself 
testi2ed to the climate of constraint:

xn  jritain,  a  rare  .ublic  resignation added names  and 
legal language to phat had o3en been e-.ressed .rivately: 
xn August MEM$, éar… Xmith, a senior o’cial in the R& 
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Uoreign, Bommonpealth ? Oevelo.ment Z’ce por…ing on 
armsPe-.ort .olicy, resigned and prote that he could no 
longer do his “ob 9in the …nopledge that this de.artment 
may be com.licit in par crimes,5 a3er raising concerns 
internally pithout ekectT whe Uoreign Z’ce0s opn internal 
crisis later became .ublic:

xn Cune MEML, whe zuardian re.orted that more than 6EE 
UBOZ stak pho had pritten internal letters parning of 
com.licity pere told that, if they .rofoundly disagreed pith 
.olicy, they should consider resignation as their 9ultimate 
recourse:5

Across  7R  institutions,  dissent  became  organised  and 
sustained: 7R stak 2rst circulated a .rotest letter in Zctober 
MEM6 q re.orted to have gathered hundreds of signatures 
q accusing the Bommission leadershi. of abandoning the 
Rnion0s opn values:

Zn éay M$, MEM$, whe zuardian re.orted that MJJ 7R stak 
members signed a letter to the 7R0s to. leadershi. citing 
9continued a.athy5 to –alestinians0 .light and parning that 
7uro.e ris…ed normalising a porld in phich force, not lap, 
determines security:

jy éay MEML,  the  same movement  said  its  signatories 
numbered  in  the  thousands,  accusing  7R  institutions 
of  9little  to  no  meaningful  action5  on  zaIa  and 
re.eating demands for armsPe-.ort restraint, sus.ension of 
.referential agreements and full su..ort for international 
“ustice: xn August MEML, %e éonde re.orted a further o.en 
letter  signed  by roughly J,DLE  7uro.ean  civil  servants 
q many in di.lomatic and humanitarian de.artments q 
urging immediate action to o.en access for aid and parning 
that 9silence e1uals com.licity5:
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7ven  phere  individual  resignations  pere  rarer  than 
collective  .rotest,  some 7uro.ean o’cials  did  1uit:  xn 
the Vetherlands, Ang;li1ue 7i“.e, a Outch foreignPservice 
o’cial,  said  she  resigned  in  Vovember MEM6  over  the 
Outch government0s zaIa .olicy and later hel.ed convene 
civilPservice dissent:

jy  August  MEML,  the  ru.ture  reached  cabinet  level  in 
whe ”agueG the Outch foreign minister, Bas.ar Feld…am., 
resigned a3er failing to pin coalition bac…ing for .ro.osed 
sanctions on xsrael, saying he could not 9im.lement .olicy5 
or 9chart the course5 he deemed necessary: whe e.isode 
shoped hop zaIa pas not only a moral crisis but a stability 
test for Western governments themselves: xn zermany, civil 
servants also .ressed .ublicly:

Zn  A.ril  8,  MEM$,  zerman  government  por…ers  pere 
re.orted to have demanded an 9immediate5 end to arms 
deliveries  to  xsrael,  citing  humanPrights  concernsS  an 
eru.tion of dissent in a state phere .ostP”olocaust doctrine 
had long been used to disci.line debate:

jy late MEML, the par had accom.lished phat no domestic 
.rotest,  election,  or 2nancial  scandal  couldG  it  stri..ed 
Western governments of their cherished selfPimage: Xtates 
that had sermonised for decades about the rule of lap and 
universal rights found those pords turned bac… u.on them 
li…e mirrors: whe West had long cast itself as civilisation0s 
moral com.assS zaIa revealed the machinery of im.unity 
beneath the rhetoric:

wechnology  ensured  the  rec…oning  could  not  be 
1uarantined: zaIa pas described by many observers as 
the 9porld0s 2rst livestreamed genocide5G a daily Nop of 
images, testimony and geolocated evidence that made the 
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com.licity of Western .opers feel .ersonal to millions: 
whe 1uestion ceased to be phether the .ublic …nep, it 
became phether Western institutions pould act as though 
…nopledge carried obligations:

xn congressional hearings, senior o’cials res.onsible for 
authorising pea.ons transfers faced 1uestions for phich 
there  pere  no  defensible  anspers:  whe  evidence  pas 
no  longer s.eculative,  it  pas  documented  in  internal 
memoranda and investigative re.orting:

–ro–ublica  re.orted,  based  on  internal  RXAxO 
memoranda, that RXAxO had informed Xecretary of Xtate 
Antony jlin…en that  xsrael  pas  9deliberately bloc…ing 
deliveries  of  food  and  medicine  to  zaIa,5  and  that 
Xtate Oe.artment o’cials urged ste.s under RX lap that 
pere not ta…en: whe .attern that emerged pas familiarG 
.rivate ac…nopledgement, .ublic e1uivocation, continued 
shi.ments: ”ollop re1uests and rhetorical 9lines5 became 
their opn …ind of confession:

–resident  Coe  jiden  declared  a  9red  line5  on  Yafah 
in  early MEM$G  a  signal,  2nally,  that  there  pas  a  limit 
to  phat  Washington  pould  tolerate,  but  the  parning 
dissolved almost immediately: When xsrael .ressed ahead 
regardless, the goal.osts movedG the o.eration did not yet 
cross the lineS discussions pere ongoingS the RX remained 
9concerned:5 éeanphile, Yafah P once the last refuge for 
families re.eatedly dis.laced P pas raIed into an o.en 
sand.it, a pasteland scra.ed Nat by bulldoIers and bombs:

whe credibility crisis dee.ened because the administration 
did not only fail to restrain xsraelS it am.li2ed unveri2ed 
atrocity claims phile minimising documented atrocities:
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7arly in the par, jiden said he had seen .hotogra.hs of 
”amas beheading babies: ”e had notS the White ”ouse later 
clari2ed the comments pere based on unveri2ed re.orts: 
whe e.isode crystallised a hierarchy of beliefG ra.id certainty 
for claims that “usti2ed escalation and endless caution for 
evidence that demanded restraint:

The Politics of Fear

As the ga. betpeen .ublic claims and .rivate …nopledge 
pidened, some RX .oliticians began naming the .olitical 
enforcement mechanisms that sustained the .olicy: Xenator 
jernie Xanders criticised the inNuence of .roPxsrael lobby 
grou.s on RX .olitics and the Oemocratic –arty0s res.onse 
to zaIa:

9éany of my colleagues .rivately e-.ress horror,5 he said: 
9jut they are afraid to s.ea… out because Ax–AB and its su.er 
–ABs pill s.end millions to defeat them:5 Xanders .ointed 
to the scale of RX military su..ortG 9%ast year alone, the RX 
gave PJK billion in military aid to xsrael: And another PJM 
billion has been a..roved:5

whe  numbers  mattered  because  they made  com.licity 
measurableT a generational divide pidened into a chasm:

A Culy MEML  zallu.  .oll  found only 6MQ  of  Americans 
a..roved of xsrael0s par, phile DEQ disa..roved, its lopest 
standing in modern history: Among Oemocrats, only JMQ 
sym.athised more pith xsraelis than –alestinians, phile DEQ 
sided more pith –alestinians: (ounger Americans did not 
see zaIa as a distant 9security dilemma:5 whey sap it as 
an American crime, e-ecuted pith American pea.ons P 
including M,EEElb bombs P .aid for by RX ta-es, and shielded 
by RX vetoes at the Rnited Vations:
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Breaking the Media Silence

whe shi3 accelerated phen nep media channels by.assed 
traditional  gate…ee.ers:  xn  early Zctober MEML,  wuc…er 
Barlson  intervieped  economist  Cekrey  Xachs  in  a 
conversation re.orted to have drapn more than ME million 
vieps  pithin  $K  hours  across  ),  wi…wo…,  and (ouwube, 
dpar2ng most nightly netpor… nepscasts:

Barlson o.ened by framing the obsession as absurd ridiculeG 
9We0re devoting all of our time to a bouti1ue conversation 
about a tiny country on the other side of the porld: xt0s 
humiliating:5 ”e voiced a groping American frustrationG the 
sense that RX .olitical life had been par.ed around a single 
client relationshi., and argued that the Rnited Xtates had 
pritten xsrael 9a blan… chec… for hundreds of billions5 that 
pould never be re.aid: 9xt0s not aid, it0s tribute,5 he said:

Whatever one  made  of  Barlson0s  motives,  the  e.isode 
mattered because it shoped a colla.se of the old information 
regimeG language once con2ned to marginal outlets pas nop 
mainstream in form and scale: whe rec…oning moved from 
.olicy dis.utes to legitimacy dis.utes:

Paper Trails and Legal Risk

xn %ondon, the .om. of the government .odium collided 
pith a .a.er trail: Bivil servants lea…ed internal legal advice 
parning ministers  that  continuing arms e-.orts  ris…ed 
.lacing the R& in breach of international humanitarian lap: 
whe memos pere re.ortedly read at senior levels and not 
acted u.on:

When lapsuits arrived, the government reached for its 
oldest incantationG national security: whis time, the courts 
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pere  less  pilling  to  be  hy.notised:  Uor  the  2rst  time 
in modern jritish .olitics, ministers faced the .lausible 
.ros.ect  that  com.licity  pould  not  remain  a  moral 
accusation but a legal 1uestion:

–arliamentary norms  shi3ed  as  pellT  longPtime  xsrael 
su..orters .ublicly reversed themselves, ac…nopledging 
they had  been  prong:  What  had  once  been  unsayable 
began  to  a..ear  in  the  .arliamentary  record,  not  as 
activist rhetoric but as an o’cial accounting of .olicy and 
conse1uence:

zermany faced its most intimate rec…oning: Uor decades, 
o’cials invo…ed historical guilt as a .ermanent licence 
to arm xsrael, turning remembrance into .olicy reNe-: As 
evidence of mass civilian destruction mounted, this moral 
narrative fractured:

”olocaust survivors and descendants .ublished o.en letters 
arguing that remembrance pithout active com.assion is a 
betrayal: Xynagogues hosted vigils phere .rayers for zaIa0s 
dead pere s.o…en alongside the older liturgies of memory: 
zermany0s hardPpon moral authority turned, .ainfully, 
against itself:

whe ru.ture ran along the seams of the Atlantic alliance: 
7uro.ean committees debated arms endPuse monitoring 
pith a fervour once reserved for budgets: whe Vetherlands 
led a shi3 topard restrictions on dualPuse e-.orts and tighter 
ins.ections T the language of 9values5 began to sound, even 
to some o’cials, li…e a liability:

666

PRO
O
F



Inventory of Mechanisms

whe rec…oning hardened phen the .ublic began to trace the 
material .athpays that made the par .ossible: xnvestigations 
did not only as… pho authorised .olicy, they as…ed pho 
su..lied com.onents, pho insured shi.ments, pho prote 
the legal “usti2cations, pho laundered the narratives and 
pho built the data infrastructure:

An investigation titled 9whe éissing xngredientG –olish wVw5 
re.orted that the statePopned –olish com.any VitroPBhem, 
7uro.e0s largest .roducer of wVw, had become a critical 
su..lier of e-.losive material for RXPmade éar…Pseries 
aerial bombs used e-tensively by xsrael a3er Zctober MEM6:

whe investigation said VitroPBhem su..lied around 4EQ 
of  the  wVw im.orted  by  the  Rnited  Xtates  for  bomb 
.roduction, and that in MEML the com.any secured a record 
contract to su..ly JK,EEE tons of wVw over three years, 
porth more than P6EE million: whe symbolism pas as grim 
as the logistics:

VitroPBhem0s factory stood on the site  of  a VaIi  arms 
com.le- built during the zerman occu.ation, once targeted 
by –olish resistance sabotage: Vop, wVw .roduced on that 
soil travelled through a 7uro.ean su..ly chain into bombs 
that Nattened –alestinian neighbourhoods: –oland su..lied 
chea. e-.losive feedstoc…S RX contractors ca.tured the 
billionsS –alestinian civilians absorbed the blast:

xt  pas  a  su..ly  chain,  but  it  pas  also  a  moral  ma.: 
xntelligence establishments, too, pere unmas…ed: Uor years, 
Western security elites claimed intelligence pas the ballast of 
pise .olicyT but zaIa suggested a dar…er truthG intelligence 
pithout morality is logistics for atrocity:
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Analysts had Nagged famine ris…: Uield cables had noted 
.redictable targeting .atterns: %iaison units had internally 
ac…nopledged friendlyP2re …illings of xsraeli hostages phile 
.ublic lines insisted there pas 9no reliable evidence:5 whe 
scandal  pas not ignorance,  it  pas the normalisation of 
…nopledge that carried no moral peight:

When oversight bodies later demanded brie2ngs, the record 
read li…e a ledger of fore…nopledgeG 9pe assessed,5 9pe 
antici.ated5G .hrases that returned again and again through 
redactions:

The Technology-Surveillance Nexus

A  further  layer  of  com.licity  ran  through  Western 
technology, as demonstrated by investigative re.orting by 
“ournalist éurtaIa ”ussain describing more than J,$EE 
xsraeli intelligence veterans por…ing in RX tech 2rms such 
as éicroso3, zoogle, and AmaIon:

Ye.orts also described .artnershi.s betpeen ma“or 2rms 
and xsraeli military or intelligencePlin…ed units, including 
Rnit KMEE, and argued that cloud infrastructure and data 
analytics ca.abilities pere being integrated into surveillance 
and targeting systems used in zaIa:

”ere, the rec…oning too… on a domestic characterT whese 
pere  not  distant  systems  o.erating  9over  there5,  they 
pere embedded in Western cor.orate structures and talent 
.i.elines, 2nanced by Western ca.ital, .rotected by Western 
lap, and branded pith Western ethical slogans:

xn Zctober MEML, lea…ed xsraeli documents, 2rst re.orted by 
multi.le investigative outlets, pere described as outlining 
a billionairePbac…ed inNuence netpor… codenamed 9–ro“ect 
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JM wribes:5 According to the re.orting, the .a.ers outlined 
coordination  among  former  intelligence  o.eratives, 
.hilanthro.ists and xsraeli governmentPlin…ed bodies to 
sha.e  o.inion,  su..ress  .roP–alestinian  activism  and 
develo. online narrative o.erations, including ekorts to 
inNuence hop generative Ax systems re.roduced .roPxsrael 
framings:

whe  .a.ers  pere  described  as  outlining  .artnershi.s 
pith .rivate mar…eting and intelligence 2rms tas…ed pith 
9training generative systems5 to am.lify .referred framings 
and  su..ress  inconvenient  narratives:  whe  documents 
traced the .ro“ect0s origin to a memo pithin xsrael0s xnstitute 
for  Vational  Xecurity  Xtudies  .ro.osing  9an  e-clusive 
grou. of the JM most inNuential Cepish .hilanthro.ists, 
symbolising the JM Cepish tribes,5 pith xsrael0s government 
acting as a facilitating 9J6th:5

whe  .lanning  .a.ers  described  a  decentralised 
9mothershi.5 designed  to  mobilise  .rivate  ca.ital  and 
inNuence pithout the constraints that bind formal state 
agencies:  Vames  listed  in  the  documents  re.ortedly 
included %arry 7llison RZracleS, Oavid 7llison R–aramount 
zlobalS, ”aim Xaban, Xergey jrin and Uran… %opy, pith 
re1uests that each contribute PJ million to seed funding:

Ye.orting  also  drep lines  betpeen  elite  opnershi.  of 
.latforms and the .olitics of s.eechG Zracle0s role in the 
wi…wo… RX data arrangement and –aramount leadershi. 
changes that critics argued pould sha.e nepsroom culture: 
Whether every claim in the lea…s held u. in full detail, the 
.olitical meaning pas unmista…ableG inNuence o.erations 
pere being conceived as an ecosystem s.anning state, ca.ital 
and .latforms:
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Oes.ite these resources, xsrael0s .ro.aganda ekort a..eared 
to be faltering pith younger audiences: Znline engagement 
fre1uently favoured critical content over o’cial messaging:

At the MEML RV zeneral Assembly, Vetanyahu s.o…e to 
a halfPem.ty chamber as delegations staged a pal…outS a 
tableau of isolation that pould have been unimaginable a 
decade earlier:

Exposing the Networks

xn  the  R&,  further  lea…s  re.ortedly  illuminated  hop 
inNuence travelled through donors, .arty netpor…s, thin… 
tan…s and di.lomatic channels:

wpo document sets  re.orted in Vovember MEML P  one 
involving  emails  associated  pith  Yon  –rosor,  xsrael0s 
former  ambassador  to  the  R&,  and  another  involving 
communications lin…ed to former –rime éinister 7hud 
jara… P pere described as revealing a peb of relationshi.s 
that  blurred  the  line  betpeen  advocacy,  access  and 
coordination:

whe –rosor emails re.ortedly included a MEJ$ message from 
Bonservative treasurer éic… Oavis priting to –rosor during 
xsrael0s  assault on zaIaG 9x  am thin…ing of you and my 
country and her .eo.le and soldiers all the time,5 language 
that suggested an intimacy beyond di.lomatic form:

Another tranche concerned Bonservative Uriends of xsrael 
RBUxS, a lobby grou. that claimed su..ort from a large share 
of Bonservative é–s: whe lea…ed messages pere re.orted 
to shop BUx0s longtime director Xtuart –ola… discussing 
fundraising su..ort from RX billionaire –aul Xinger and 
see…ing introductions to similar donors:
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xf  accurate,  it  pas  among  the  clearest  documentary 
indications of transatlantic donor netpor…s under.inning 
R& .olitical lobbying on xsrael, but the re.orted netpor… did 
not sto. at one .arty:

A3er %abour entered government in MEM$, lea…ed diary 
material  attributed  to  xsrael0s  R&  Ambassador  wIi.i 
”otovely pas  re.orted  to  shop meetings  pith  %abour 
Uriends of xsrael 2gures, e-ecutives from j– see…ing access 
to gas reserves ok zaIa and %abour donors pith ties to 
senior ministers including Oavid %ammy and &eir Xtarmer, 
including  meetings  during  .eriods  of  intensi2ed  zaIa 
o.erations:

Uurther re.orting described an email from Oean zodson, a 
Bonservative .eer and director of –olicy 7-change, boasting 
to the xsraeli ambassador that he and 9a fep comrades5 had 
.laced an antiPCeremy Borbyn story in the Oaily éail: xf true, 
it suggested a level of coordination betpeen domestic media 
o.erations and di.lomatic interests that pould .reviously 
have been dismissed as im.lausible:

whe jara…Plin…ed emails added a 2nancial and intermediary 
layerT Cekrey 7.stein a..eared, in the re.orted material, 
not only as a criminal 2gure but as a bro…er connecting elites 
across .olitics, 2nance and intelligence: whe documents 
pere described in investigative re.orting as shoping 7.stein 
lin…ing jara… pith Ariane de Yothschild of the 7dmond 
de Yothschild zrou., a .rivate ban…ing dynasty …nopn 
for crossPborder 2nance: whe same tranche pas re.orted 
to  shop  the  former  jritish  Ambassador  to  the  R&, 
–eter éandelson, maintaining contact a3er 7.stein0s MEEK 
conviction, contradicting .ublic claims that he had severed 
ties:

66K

PRO
O
F



wa…en together, the re.orted lea…s described a structure 
in phich the R& .rovided .olitical access, donors, media 
channels  and .arliamentary inNuenceT xsrael  .rovided 
di.lomatic strategy, former senior o’cials and intelligence 
e-.ertiseS  the RX .rovided intermediaries  and pealthy 
.olitical  2nanciersS  7uro.e  .rovided  discreet  2nancial 
structures ca.able of moving money pith minimal scrutiny:

whis pas not a theatrical cons.iracy, it pas a documented 
systemG  interloc…ing interests  and incentives  o.erating 
through  normal  channels,  largely  beyond  democratic 
oversight:

The Privatisation of War

jy late MEML, even the language of 9humanitarianism5 had 
been absorbed into nep forms of coercion: xn Vovember, 
Rz Xolutions, a Vorth BarolinaPbased military contractor 
under scrutiny for its role in deadly zaIa aid o.erations, 
intensi2ed recruitment of veterans for phat a..eared to be 
e-.anded de.loyment inside the Xtri.:

whe  recruitment  coincided  pith  a  re.orted  RV 
Xecurity Bouncil resolution establishing an 9international 
stabilisation force5 ansperable not to the RV itself but to a 
wrum.Pchaired 9joard of –eace:5

9whis is not a .eace .lan,5 a veteran di.lomat said .rivately 
a3er revieping lea…ed documentsT 9xt is a containment 
.lan:5

Aid  sites  became  synonymous  pith  bloodshed: 
xnvestigations  documented  .atterns  of  violence  by 
contractorsG live ammunition, stun grenades and .e..er 
s.ray de.loyed at almost every distribution, 9even if there 
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pas no threat:5 Zne contractor, Anthony Aguilar, resigned 
and  described  phat  he  had  pitnessed  as  9par  crimes 
and crimes against  humanity,5 calling the sites  9death 
tra.s:5 Ye.orting also said Rz Xolutions hired members 
of xn2dels éB, an American bi…er gang associated pith 
antiPéuslim e-tremism, as armed security:

whe  arrangement  pas  ZrpellianG  .rivate  American 
gunmen  enforcing  9stability5  in  a  territory  their 
government had hel.ed destroy, .rotected by contractor 
shields that blurred accountability:

The Cultural and Legal Reckoning

As the .a.er trails multi.lied, the rec…oning s.read beyond 
.olicy into cultureT Bhurches faced congregational votes 
of no con2dence and .eps em.tied phen sermons called 
for 9balance5 a3er pee…s of e.isco.al silence on famine:

–o.e Urancis became, by many accounts, the 2rst .ontik 
to  use  the  pord  9genocide5  in  relation  to  zaIa  and 
made  nightly  calls  to  zaIa0s  Bhristian  community,  a 
star… contrast to governments that okered only calibrated 
9concern:5

éultinational cor.orations released .ristine statements 
about humanitarian porry phile distributing dividends 
derived from the logistics of siege and par: Xhareholders 
revolted: Bor.orate counsel began to treat com.licity not 
as a –Y haIard but as a balancePsheet liability:

Vepsrooms faced their opn doc…T 7ditors pho so3ened 
headlines, buried lead .aragra.hs and recycled o’cial 
claims  confronted  cancelled  subscri.tions  and  stak 
rebellions:
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–ublic  selfPe-aminations  okered  careful  .hrases  P 
9veri2cation  failures,5  9editorial  shortcomings5  P  but 
audiences had learned to read footnotes, follop funding and 
com.are coverage pith the evidence stream:

–latforms, de.utised as censors under the banner of 9user 
safety,5 tagged –alestinian testimony as 9sensitive content5 
phile alloping calls for zaIa0s 9erasure5 by xsraeli o’cials 
to circulate pidely: Rsers ada.ted pith coded language, 
mirror sites, and decentralised archivesT whe result pas 
.erverse and .roductiveG a mass .ublic neply literate in the 
mechanics of informational control:

Across culture, the tone shi3ed from irony to indictment: 
Oocumentary ma…ers assembled chronological testimony 
from  livestreams  and  satellite  images  phile  coders 
built  encry.ted  re.ositories  for  deleted  .osts  and 
shadopPbanned videos, inde-ed by timestam., location and 
casualty list: A nep class of recordP…ee.er emergedG curators 
of memory, por…ing from …itchen tables to .reserve phat 
institutions tried to forget:

7ducation changed: Urom secondary schools to graduate 
seminars,  syllabi  shi3ed  from  civic  .ageantry  topard 
accountabilityG tracing hop an e-.ort licence becomes a 
…illing, hop a .arliamentary vote becomes a denied aid 
convoy, hop eu.hemism becomes .olicy:

Oomestic  courts  began  entertaining  un.recedented 
challenges to armsPe-.ort licences under longPdormant 
genocideP.revention duties: éunici.al authorities faced 
.rocurement  lapsuits  over  su..liers  tied  to  pea.ons 
systemsS contracts colla.sedS .ublic tenders pere repritten 
pith e-.licit humanPrights ris… clauses: –rofessional bodies 
follopedG bar associations and lap societies issued guidance 
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that com.licity ris… pas not an abstract academic conce.t 
but a matter of legal ethics:

Moral Collapse, What Remains?

whe  West0s  foundational  selfPconce.tion  as  a  moral 
civilisation im.loded:

whe language of human rights, re.eated for generations, 
began  to  sound  li…e  branding:  whe  myth  of  Western 
e-ce.tionalism P the idea that virtue is inherited P died in 
.ublic viep and in its .lace came a harsher truthG moral 
authority is earned, not .resumedS “ustice is a .ractice, not 
a slogan:

what colla.se became e-.licit phen international lap itself 
pas .laced under coercion: As the xnternational Briminal 
Bourt moved topard arrest parrants for xsraeli leaders, the 
res.onse from Western ca.itals pas not evidentiary rebuttal 
but threat:  xn testimony later cited in court 2lings and 
re.orted by whe zuardian, xBB Bhief –rosecutor &arim 
&han stated that in A.ril MEM$ he pas parned by a senior 
jritish o’cial that the Rnited &ingdom could defund q 
or even pithdrap from q the Bourt if it .roceeded pith 
parrants against xsraeli o’cials:

whe parning, &han said, pas delivered pithout reference to 
“urisdiction or evidence: xt pas a .olitical ultimatum, but 
.ressure did not sto. there: &han further disclosed that on 
J éay MEM$ he received a call from RX Xenator %indsey 
zraham, pho parned that .ursuing arrest parrants could 
.rovo…e ”amas into …illing xsraeli hostages: whe logic pas 
strained, but the intent pas clearG legal accountability itself 
pas being framed as a moral ris…:
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When the Bourt did not retreat, the res.onse escalated 
beyond  di.lomacyG  According  to  re.orting  by  the 
Associated –ress and con2rmed by xBB o’cials, “udges and 
.rosecutors associated pith the xsraelq–alestine case pere 
sub“ected to spee.ing RX sanctions, measures normally 
reserved for autocrats and organised crime 2gures: jan… 
accounts pere froIen, credit cards sto..ed por…ing and 
o’cial  email  systems  pere  terminatedS  travel  became 
im.ossible:

Banadian xBB “udge &imberly –rost, sanctioned in August 
MEML,  described  the  ekect  bluntlyG  9(ou  become  a 
nonP.erson: xt0s the uncertainty: Xmall things accumulate:5 
Oe.uty –rosecutor VaIhat Xhameem &han said she never 
…nep phether a declined .ayment pas 9a technical glitch or 
another sanction ta…ing ekect:5

xnternational “ustice did not fail in theoryS it pas strangled 
in .racticeG through 2nancial infrastructure, digital systems 
and bureaucratic attrition: whe lesson pas unmista…ableG 
the soPcalled 9rulesPbased international  order5 pas  not 
universal, but conditionalS enforced dopnpard, sus.ended 
u.pard  and  pithdrapn  entirely  phen  it  threatened 
.rotected .oper:  zaIa did not merely e-.ose selective 
enforcement: xt revealed that international lap, phen aimed 
at real .oper, e-ists only at the .leasure of those it is meant 
to restrain:

When the mas…s of  hy.ocrisy fall  apay,  tpo 1uestions 
remainT

UirstG  phat  can  be  salvaged  from  the  prec…ageT  Xome 
traditions have rePemerged, stri..ed bac… and hardened 
by  .ressureG  lap  phen  it  resists  choreogra.hy  rather 
than  .erforms  itS  pitness  “ournalism  por…ing  beyond 
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com.romised institutionsS .ro.hetic religion that chooses 
di’cult com.assion over comfortable conformity and the 
arts,  reclaimed as  a  por…sho.  of  memory rather than 
distraction:

XecondG  pho pill  insist  on rebuildingT  Wrec…age alone 
does not .roduce a better future: whe colla.se of national 
innocence matters only if it gives pay to adult res.onsibilityG 
embargoes that biteS courts that refuse to defer to .olitical 
theatreS schools that teach evidence over eti1uetteS media 
that .rioritises victims over accessS economies that treat 
com.licity as a real cost, not a .ublicPrelations e-.ense: 
whe West pill survive this rec…oning but it pill not emerge 
unchanged:

whe slogans P 9rulesPbased order,5 9shared values,5 9moral 
leadershi.5 P pill .ersist because language outlives meaning: 
jut the audience is altered: whe counterParchive e-istsG vast, 
redundant and hard to erase:

zaIa returned to the West not .aralysing guilt  but the 
.ainful gi3 of truth: wruth rearranges the furniture of a 
societyG it changes hop votes are cast and sermons heard, 
phich neps.a.ers  are  bought  and phich contracts  are 
signed,  phat children learn and phat ministers can no 
longer say pithout being challenged: What follops is not an 
e.ilogue of outrage, but the terrain of accountability:

As courts, archives and citiIens begin to act on phat has been 
seen and documented, the age of im.unity q long treated as 
inevitable q enters its most serious challenge yet:

As  the  West  confronted  its  opn  colla.se,  another 
transformation com.leted itselfG  xsrael  became phat  it 
had alpays fearedG isolated, condemned and increasingly 
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recognised not as a democracy under threat but as a .ariah 
state phose crimes could no longer be hidden or e-cused:
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Pariah

Gaza did not  make  Israel a pariah;  it  revealed the  pariah 
Israel  had  already  become,  stripping  away  decades  of 
carefully-cultivated myth to expose the machinery of colonial 
violence beneath.

By 2025,  Israel  had  achieved  the  status  it  had  spent 
decades trying to avoid: pariah … not through a formal 
diplomatic decree, but through an irreversible shi. in 
global recognitionT

Dhat  pariah  status  then  entered  the  courtroomT  In 
Secember 2025, Belgium formally intervened in Aouth 
’fricaCs genocide case at the International Jourt of 6ustice 
under ’rticle 3G of the JourtCs statuteT Dhis meant the 
interpretation of  the wenocide Jonvention itself  jas 
noj being shaped by multiple states, not Pust EretoriaT 
Israel jas no longer facing a solitary accuser from the 
wlobal Aouth, it  jas facing a jidening legal coalition 
that included ;uropean governments jilling to contest its 
claims of innocence in lajT

Eariah status is not imposed by slogans or resolutions4 it 
emerges jhen a stateCs claims to legitimacy collapse so 
completely that no amount of military pojer, diplomatic 
protection or narrative management can restore beliefT
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Dhat jithdrajal soon became visible inside Israel itselfT 
’s the jar continued and international isolation hardened, 
Israel eqperienced an elite eqodus unprecedented in its 
historyT ’ccording to data compiled by Israeli universities 
and reported in late 2025, departments in mathematics, 
physics,  medicine  and  computer  science  saj  sharp 
losses of senior sta-T Dechnology Rrms “uietly relocated 
research teams abroad and graduate programmes reported 
collapsing enrolmentT

Dhe same implosion jas similarly visible in the private 
sector: a report released in Secember 2025 by the Israel 
’dvanced Dechnology Industries ’ssociation found that 5G 
percent of multinational tech Rrms had seen a sharp rise in 
employee re“uests to relocate abroadT Dhis jas no longer 
political protest, it jas capital and eqpertise “uietly voting 
jith their feetT

Erofessor  San  BenWSavid,  president  of  the  Ahoresh 
Institution for Aocioeconomic ”esearch, jarned that the 
trend represented more than ordinary mobility: kOhen 
your strongest human capital starts leaving,N he said, kitCs a 
sign that conRdence in the system itself is brea8ingTN

–ne senior academic jho le. for ;urope described the 
decision jithout rhetoric: kI didnCt leave because of politics, 
I le. because I no longer believe this place can correct itselfTN 
’nother researcher, departing for Uorth ’merica, said the 
choice jas eqistential: kI donCt jant my children grojing up 
inside something that feels permanently at jar jith realityTN

Dhis jas not economic migrationT It jas anticipatory eqitT 
Eariah status, once dismissed as eqternal hostility, jas noj 
being priced into life decisions by the very strata that had 
sustained the stateCs legitimacy… It jas also being priced 
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into tradeT In 2027z25 IsraelCs diamond eqports collapsed 
by more than a third as buyers jithdrej, trade fairs jere 
cancelled and LA tari-s hit Israeli stonesT –ne of IsraelCs 
oldest jarWRnancing industries jas beginning to crumbleT

Ohat collapsed jas not  merely IsraelCs  reputation,  but 
the  architecture  of  belief  that  had  insulated  it  from 
conse“uenceT In 2025, Eej ”esearch conRrmed it: across 27 
countries a median 32 percent of respondents noj held an 
unfavourable viej of Israel, jith only 2K percent favourableT 
Israel jas no longer controversial, it jas rePectedT

Ohen history Pudges the tjentyWRrst century, waFa jill be 
remembered not only for the scale of death it jitnessed, but 
for the moment jhen denial became structurally impossible 
and jhen culture, long insulated from political reality, 
Rnally bro8e ran8sT

Dhat rupture became impossible to ignore in Secember 
2025, jhen Mullaby, a waFa solidarity single built around a 
traditional Ealestinian childrenCs song, climbed into the LV 
Jhristmas Dop HiveT ”ecorded by Dogether Hor Ealestine, 
it mar8ed the Rrst time an ’rabicWlanguage recording had 
reached such a position in the chartT óillions chose to spend 
their holiday money not on festive escapism but on a song 
about a child in waFaT Ohat had once been conRned to 
activist margins jas noj embraced by the mainstream: waFa 
had bro8en through the emotional “uarantine imposed 
on Oestern publicsT  Dhe jar jas no longer something 
happening elsejhere, it had lodged itself inside popular 
culture… Dhis jas not an isolated gesture, it jas part of a 
jidening cultural alignment jith the reality on the groundT

Oee8s earlier, on G Aeptember 2025, Dhe Qoice of !ind 
”aPab screened in competition at the Qenice International 
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Hilm HestivalT Sirected and jritten by Dunisian Rlmma8er 
Vaouther Ben !ania, the Rlm recounts the heartbrea8ing 
Rnal  hours  of  siqWyearWold  !ind  ”aPab  during  IsraelCs 
targeting of  children and medics  in  waFaT  It  stars  AaPa 
Vilani, óotaF óalhees, Jlara Vhoury and ’mer !lehel, jith 
eqecutive producers including Brad Eitt, 6oa“uin Ehoeniq, 
”ooney óara and ’lfonso JuarYnT

’t its Qenice premiere, the Rlm received a standing ovation 
lasting approqimately 27 minutes, one of the longest in 
the festivalCs historyT Dhe response jas not to cra. alone, 
but to recognitionT ’udiences jere confronting, collectively 
and publicly, the human reality that political language and 
media framing had long jor8ed to obscureT Ohen the Rlm 
jent on to jin the Ailver Mion wrand 6ury EriFe, it conRrmed 
jhat the ovation had already signalled: artists and audiences 
jere no longer merely jitnessing waFa, they jere aligning 
themselves jith its truthT Julture had moved Rrst, media 
jould follojT

Reality, Uncut

In  midWSecember  2025,  a  fracture  appeared  in  the 
’merican  information  system  jhen  Duc8er  Jarlson 
travelled to 1atar and visited a medical facility treating 
Ealestinians evacuated from waFaT Inside jere children jith 
amputations, catastrophic facial inPuries and jounds that 
jould deRne the rest of their livesT

Jarlson described struggling to hold bac8 tears as he jal8ed 
among themT kDens of thousands of children 8illed by a 
country jith the most precise military technology in the 
jorld,N he said,  rePecting the language of  accident  and 
collateral damage that had long insulated Oestern audiences 
from moral conse“uenceT
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Hilming on an iEhone W deliberately avoiding the mediation 
and polish of broadcast television W he released the footage 
on his independent platform to an audience of millionsT Hor 
the Rrst time, a maPor ’merican media Rgure punctured the 
protective screen separating LA audiences from the human 
cost of jhat their government jas fundingT

By then, the pattern jas unmista8ableT Hrom music charts 
to Rlm festivals  to digital  media platforms,  the jall  of 
abstraction surrounding waFa jas giving jay4 not through 
o—cial rec8oning, but through a cumulative cultural revolt 
against denial itselfT

’t the same time, ”epublican congressman ”andy Hine 
jas  as8ed  on  social  media  hoj he  felt  a.er  seeing  a 
photograph of a dead Ealestinian childT k1uite jell, actuallyT 
Dhan8s for the pic$N he replied, before defending collective 
punishmentT Hor many ’mericans, the moment re“uired no 
further eqplanation… it eqposed, in a single eqchange, the 
moral posture of a political system no longer capable of even 
performing empathyT

Israel  jas  not  the  only  state  committing  atrocities, 
but  no  other  LA  ally  jas  doing  so  jhile  demanding 
applauseT Dhe Lnited Atates shipped the jeapons, vetoed 
ceaseRre resolutions, bloc8ed investigations and jrapped 
the devastation in the language of securityT JarlsonCs footage 
from Soha did not end that policy, but it did something 
dangerous to it… it let ’mericans see the children and once 
you see them, the language of PustiRcation no longer jor8sT

Clinical Recognition

In early 2027, a collective account by siqtyWRve ’merican 
doctors, nurses and paramedics, published in the Uej ‘or8 
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Dimes, provided one of the clearest visuals of the reality on 
the ground for waFaCs childrenT

HortyWfour  of  the  siqtyWRve  health  jor8ers  surveyed 
reported seeing multiple cases of preWteen children shot in 
the head or chestT AiqtyWthree observed severe malnutrition 
among patients, Ealestinian medical sta-, and the general 
populationT Hi.yWthree saj children su-ering from easily 
preventable infections,  some of jhom died as a direct 
resultT AiqtyWfour reported that even the most basic medical 
necessities  z  soap,  gloves,  antibiotics  z  jere  usually 
unavailableT Dhis jas not anecdote, it jas patternT

Sr HeroFe Aidhja, a trauma surgeon, described seeing a 
nej young child shot in the head or chest nearly every day 
he jor8ed in waFaT Dhirteen such children died under his 
careT ’t Rrst, he assumed the jor8 of a single rogue shooter4 
then an emergency physician jho had jor8ed at a di-erent 
hospital months earlier jho had seen the same told him: 
k‘eah, me tooT ;very single dayTN

–rthopaedic surgeon Sr VhajaPa I8ram described treating 
a threeWyearWold and a RveWyearWold, each jith a single bullet 
jound to the headT kDhere jas,N sta- told him, ka sniper 
jaitingTN Earamedic ”ania ’faneh described a child shot 
through the Paj, fully conscious, staring at her as he cho8ed 
on his ojn bloodT

Erofessor UiFam óamode, testifying to the LV EarliamentCs 
International  Sevelopment  Jommittee,  described  a 
recurring se“uence: a.er bombs fell, the drones descendedT 
kDhey jould come dojn and pic8 o- civilians z childrenTN 
!e recounted patients telling him they jere shot jhile lying 
jounded on the ground by “uadcopters hovering overhead, 
Rring small cuboid munitions designed to maqimise tissue 
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destructionT óamode described it as kpersistent targeting of 
civilians, day a.er dayTN

Sr Qictoria ”ose,  a Mondon consultant plastic surgeon, 
jitnessed the transformation RrsthandT kBefore the jar, 
je jere able to enter waFa through Israel, ta8ing in any 
e“uipment je neededT Uoj, jeCre at the mercy of the O!– 
and the ISH as to jhere je can go, jhat je can bring in, 
and even jhich hospitals are functioningTN Ahe described 
the horrifying shi. in her jor8: from breast reconstruction 
in Mondon to treating children jith blast inPuries in waFa, 
jhere debris z masonry, metal, even vehicle parts z got 
propelled at high speed into civiliansT  Ahe detailed the 
macabre improvisation born of the siege: kOe used vinegar 
to clean jounds jhen je had no antiseptic dressingsTN

Dhis microWlevel testimony aligned jith the macroWlevel 
statisticsT

Acholar Uorman Hin8elstein  noted that  betjeen x  and 
G' –ctober 202G alone, approqimately ',K00 Ealestinian 
children jere 8illed4 more than in the jorst year of the 
Ayrian con(ictT !e concluded that by any humanitarian 
metric, kIsrael in the 2'st century is in a class all its ojnTN 
By midW2025, Erofessor óichael Apagat estimated that over 
'00,000 Ealestinians had been 8illed, placing waFa among 
the bloodiest con(icts of the century, jith one of the highest 
civilianWtoWcombatant death ratios ever recordedT

Ohat emerged jas not the fog of jar, but its opposite: 
clarityT ;stimates compiled from multiple humanitarian 
sources ) including Aave the Jhildren and LUIJ;H ) 
indicate that  by the beginning of 2023 around 20,000 
Ealestinian children had been 8illed by IsraelT
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Dhis jas not a jar conducted under tragic uncertainty4 
it jas a system of 8illing jhose e-ects jere measured, 
repeated, legible and it jas from this recognition z cold, 
clinical, undeniable z that IsraelCs pariah status began to 
crystalliseT

Weapons of Intentional Harm

Dhe means of 8illing jere selected jithout shame, then 
documented by doctorsT DjoWthousandWpound bombs 
in  dense  cities,  leaving craters  forty feet  jide,  jhite 
phosphorus over the 6abaliya neighbourhood, the burning 
jedges etching the s8y during a siege as routine as the 
sunrise, calibrated to 8eep calories Pust beloj survivalT

’ landmar8 investigation by the Sutch nejspaper de 
Qol8s8rant, based on months of interviejs jith seventeen 
international doctors jho jor8ed in waFa, documented 
jhat can only be described as a systematic campaign 
of  tortureWbyWmunitionT  Dhe  investigation  revealed  a 
chilling pattern: sniper Rre targeting speciRc body parts 
of children z heads, chests, abdomens and even testicles 
z on di-erent days, a rotation one surgeon described as a 
kgameN being played by ISH soldiersT Dhis jas not random 
violence4 it jas methodical brutalisationT

But the snipers jere only one dimension of the horror… 
Dhe doctors also documented eqtensive use of tungsten 
cube  fragmentation  jeapons,  munitions  speciRcally 
designed to shred internal organs jhile leaving minimal 
eqternal tracesT Sr óohammad Dahir, a MondonWbased 
orthopaedic and peripheral nerve surgeon, discovered 
one such jeapon during surgery on a Ealestinian man 
inPured by an Israeli “uadcopter droneT
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kI  jas shoc8ed,N he recountedT  k’ single tungsten cube 
penetrated his s8in, cut through both the upper and lojer 
trun8s of the brachial  plequsN z the netjor8 of nerves 
controlling the arm and hand z kand lodged itself in the 
s8in of his bac8T Sespite our best e-orts, the paralysis is 
li8ely permanent due to the nature of the inPuryTN Dhe cube 
jas millimetres from the patientCs main arteryT Oithout 
immediate medical care, death jould have been certain, 
but survival,  in this case, meant living jith permanent 
paralysis:  a calculated outcomeT ’s Sr Dahir eqplained, 
kDhese perfectly formed cubes are small but lethalT Dhey are 
designed to eqplode and cause maqimum damageTN

’n ’mnesty International report from Hebruary 2025 found 
evidence of this nej jeapon system: missiles, seemingly 
launched from unmanned drones, that eqploded into tiny 
sharpWedged  metal  cubes,  each  betjeen  tjo  and  four 
millimetres in siFeT Dhese cubes jere observed embedded 
deep in concrete jalls and capable of penetrating thic8 
metal doors, appearing purposeWbuilt to cause maqimum 
inPuryT

Drevor  Ball,  a  former  LA  ’rmy  eqplosives  eqpert, 
emphasised the deliberate design: kDhe tungsten cubes are 
designed to maqimise casualties jithin a speciRc radiusT 
Dhe amount of destruction they cause is chillingT Dhese 
jeapons are small compared to other munitions, but their 
ability to in(ict harm in denselyWpopulated areas ma8es 
them particularly devastatingT Ohen Rred into a crojded 
area, the military 8nojs most casualties jill be civiliansTN

’n  ’l  6aFeera  investigation  from  Uovember  202G 
highlighted waFaCs role as a ktesting groundN for such Israeli 
jeaponryT Dhe Israeli Api8e drone roc8et, o.en modiRed 
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jith tungsten cube fragmentation sleeves, jas described 
as  capable  of  shredding  human  (esh  jithin  a 
tjentyWmetre radiusT kDhese proPectiles tear tissue from 
(esh,N noted ;ri8 Hosse, a Uorjegian doctor jor8ing in 
waFaT

’hmed Aaeed alWUaPar, a survivor of a 20'7 Api8e drone 
attac8, recounted his ordeal: kDhe drone missile came 
through my carCs sunroof, 8illing all siq of my passengers 
instantlyTN  ’lWUaPar su-ered  eqtensive  burns,  the  loss 
of his right leg and permanent inPuriesT Sespite these 
horrifying accounts, global demand for Israeli drones 
actually surged a.er the con(ict4 a grotes“ue testament 
to the mar8etplace of atrocityT

Aurgeons  jor8ing  in  waFa  described  jounds  that 
deRed conventional battleReld medicineT Dhe wuardian 
reported that IsraeliWmade jeapons designed to spray 
high  levels  of  shrapnel  caused  devastating  inPuries, 
particularly to childrenT kDhe inPuries jeCre seeing are 
unli8e anything jeCve encountered before,N said Sr óar8 
Eerlmutter,  an  orthopaedic  surgeonT  kDhe  bones  are 
shattered beyond repair and many of the children je 
operated on had no choice but to undergo amputationsTN

Sr HeroFe Aidhja observed: k’bout half of the inPuries I 
too8 care of jere in young 8idsT Dhese splinters caused 
tremendous damage inside the body despite their small 
siFeTN Sr AanPay ’dusumilli added: kItCs heartbrea8ing to 
see a child come in jith a tiny jound on the outside but 
devastating inPuries internallyT Oe saj so many lives cut 
short or permanently altered by these jeaponsTN

SrT  Aidhja  eqplained  the  particular  vulnerability  of 
children: kDhey have smaller bodies, their vital parts are 
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smaller and easier to disruptT ’ single piece of shrapnel can 
do irreparable damage to their organs and blood vesselsTN

SrT Irfan walaria noted that kone hundred percent of my 
surgical patients developed infectionsT Dhe jounds jere 
dirty, given the nature of the inPury z rubble debrisTN But 
it jas the specialised jeaponry z deliberately engineered 
for maqimum su-ering z that revealed the pariah stateCs 
doctrine of crueltyT

Shielding, Language, and Western Complicity

”ecognition  of  this  barbarism  did  not  arrive  because 
institutions invited it but because language Rnally failedT

Hor  more  than  a  year,  Oestern  governments  jor8ed 
not  to  halt  IsraelCs  actions  but  to  manage  their 
description: statements jere calibrated, verbs so.ened, 
agency obscuredT Jivilian deaths became ktragic losses,N 
bombed hospitals jere kdamaged infrastructureN and mass 
displacement jas rendered as kevacuationTN Dhis jas not 
neutrality, it jas protectionT

Hrom Oashington to Mondon to Brussels, the same linguistic 
architecture appeared: Israel jas said to have the kright 
to  defend  itself,N  jhile  Ealestinians  jere  denied  the 
right to eqist jithout “ualiRcationT International laj jas 
invo8ed abstractly, never operationallyT Oar crimes jere 
kallegations,N jhile genocide jas kunhelpful languageTN Dhe 
e-ect jas cumulative… each day of delay normalised the 
neqt atrocityT

Dhe Lnited Atates vetoed multiple LU Aecurity Jouncil 
resolutions  calling  for  a  ceaseRre,  even  as  its  ojn 
o—cials privately ac8nojledged the scale of civilian 8illingT 
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;uropean states issued condemnations that carried no 
sanctions, no arms embargoes, and no legal conse“uenceT

BritainCs position jas emblematicT óinisters repeated 
that  Israel  must  act  kjithin  international  laj,N  jhile 
simultaneously  licensing  arms  eqports  jhose  use  in 
waFa jas documented in real timeT Ohen challenged, 
o—cials claimed there jas kno clear ris8N of violations4 
an assertion that collapsed under the jeight of evidence 
but persisted through bureaucratic inertiaT Dhis jas not 
ignorance, it jas jillT

”ecognition became inevitable not because governments 
acted, but because the distance betjeen their language 
and reality became impossible to sustainT

Criminalising the Witnesses

’s  the  gap  jidened,  the  response  shi.ed  from 
euphemism to suppressionT 6ournalists jho documented 
Israeli actions found themselves increasingly targeted4 
not by Israel alone, but by Oestern states enforcing silence 
at homeT By Aeptember 2027, at least eleven Pournalists 
in  Britain  had  been  detained  for  kterrorWrelated 
“uestioningN in connection jith reporting on waFaT

–n  'x  –ctober  2027,  police  raided  the  home  of  ’sa 
Oinstanley, associate editor of Dhe ;lectronic IntifadaT 
Dhe  search  jarrant  ac8nojledged  his  profession  as 
a  Pournalist  but  alleged  possible  o-ences  under  the 
Derrorism ’ctT !is reporting focused on IsraelCs use of the 
!annibal Sirective and the 8illing of its ojn civilians on x 
–ctoberT Dhe message jas unmista8able: documentation 
itself jas suspectT
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Dhe crac8dojn intensiRed… –n 29 ’ugust 2027, siqteen 
o—cers z some in balaclavas W carried out a terrifying dajn 
raid on the home of Aarah Oil8inson, a Pournalist in her 30sT 
Ahe jas arrested under the same provision of the Derrorism 
’ct, facing up to fourteen years in prison, and throjn in a 
cell jhere she jas denied access to her essential medicationT 
!er alleged crime: PournalismT

Dhe  e-ect  eqtended  beyond  those  targetedT  ;ditors 
selfWcensored,  freelancers  declined  assignments  and 
nejsrooms retreated into o—cial statements and embedded 
accessT Dhe criminalisation of jitnesses ansjered a “uestion 
that had come to hover over the con(ict: hoj such crimes 
could occur in plain sight jithout immediate conse“uenceT 
Dhey jere not unseen, they jere suppressedT

Starvation as Doctrine

Dhe policies  W  manufactured by Israel,  for waFa W  that 
compelled such Pournalists to ta8e a stand, jere no longer 
ambiguous…  Dhe  deprivation  of  food,  jater,  fuel  and 
electricity jas not an unintended conse“uence of jar but 
a declared strategyT –n K –ctober 202G, Israeli Sefence 
óinister ‘oav wallant had announced a kcomplete siegeN of 
waFaT kUo electricity, no food, no fuel,N he saidT k;verything 
is closedTN

óaPor weneral whassan ’lian, head of J–w’D z the Israeli 
military body responsible for humanitarian coordination z 
made the intent eqplicit: k‘ou janted hellT ‘ou jill get hellTN 
Dhis jas not rhetoric, it jas instructionT

By ’pril  2025,  the  ;uroWóediterranean !uman ”ights 
óonitor  reported  that  more  than  30,000  children 
jere  su-ering  from  acute  malnutritionT  Infants  li8e 
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fourWmonthWold  6anan  ’lWAcaR  died  of  starvation  in 
hospitals stripped of suppliesT Hrom the (oor of the LA 
Aenate,  Bernie Aanders condemned the policy in plain 
terms: kcivilised people do not starve children to deathNT

Dhe  famine  jas  enforced  through  designT  ’.er  Israel 
banned  LU”O’  operations,  desperate  civilians  jere 
funnelled tojard IsraeliWcontrolled aid sitesT  ’ !aaretF 
investigation revealed that soldiers jere under direct orders 
to Rre on unarmed civilians see8ing food in jhat troops 
cynically referred to as k–peration Aalted HishTN kItCs a 8illing 
Reld,N one soldier testiRedT kUo crojd controlT Uo tear gasT 
6ust live Rre jith everything imaginableTN

Betjeen  late  óay  and  late  6une  alone,  at  least  57K 
Ealestinians jere 8illed near aid distribution pointsT Dhe 
total number of people shot jhile see8ing food eqceeded 
one thousandT k–ur form of communication is gunRre,N 
another soldier saidT kAometimes je Pust charge at them 
from close rangeT DhereCs no enemyT Uo jeaponsT Uo threatTN

Soctors  described  patients  jith  s8eletal  features 
reminiscent of UaFi concentration campsT Sr ói8e óallah 
reported that every patient he treated jas malnourishedT 
Eaediatrician Sr ’man –deh described mothers delivering 
prematurely because they themselves jere starving, unable 
to produce mil8, jatching a cycle of death repeat from one 
generation to the neqtT

Oound  nurse  Maura  Ajoboda  recounted  the  intimate 
tragedy of  a  single  loss:  k’n infant  that  our paediatric 
cardiologist tended to overnight passed ajay and later that 
day I saj the family carry out the small body jrapped 
in  a  medical  surgical  drapeTN  SrT  ’rham  ’li  reported 
nejborns  arriving  konly  hours  or  days  oldN  su-ering 
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from dehydration, infection, and hypothermia4 deaths he 
described as k'00 percent preventableTN

Dhe famine jas not a byWproduct, it jas a mechanismT

Life ATer the CeasePre

Ohen a ceaseRre jas announced in –ctober 2025, it jas 
treated internationally as resolution4inside waFa, it mar8ed 
a transition into a second phase of catastropheT

In Seir alWBalah, tjentyWeightWyearWold ’hmed alWSeeb 
jatched the (oor of  his  tent  turn to  mud and sejage 
jhen the rains cameT Hor months, his eqtended family 
of fourteen z including a sic8 tjoWyearWold niece z had 
survived on a  small  mutualWaid  fund run by strangers 
abroadT In Aeptember, that fund raised nearly ÜG,000T In 
–ctober, a.er the ceaseRre, the donations collapsed to about 
ÜG00TTT by midWUovember, barely Ü'50 had arrivedT

kI cannot even start describing to you hoj bad it is,N alWSeeb 
saidT If he couldnCt Rnd Ü700 for a bombWdamaged (at in 
waFa Jity, the landlord jould throj the family outT

!is story jas being repeated across the waFa AtripT óegan 
!all,  an  organiser  based  in  ’ustralia,  ran  ninetyWRve 
mutualWaid campaigns z each lin8ed to speciRc families 
inside waFaT Aince early 2027, she had raised more than 
Ü200,000T Suring the height of IsraelCs bombardment, she 
could reliably send around Ü5,000 a jee8T In –ctober, across 
all ninetyWRve campaigns combined, she raised Pust over 
Ü2,000T

kDhe  drop  in  donations  is  catastrophic,N  !all  saidT  kIt 
feels  li8e jith the soWcalled ÇceaseRreC the jorld thin8s 
Ealestinians donCt need our help anymoreTN
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Marger humanitarian operations noticed the same patternT 
waFa Aoup Vitchen z a grassroots group that fed about 
'0,000  people  daily  z  recorded  a  5'  percent  drop  in 
donations from Aeptember to –ctoberT Aave the Jhildren 
LV said income from its socialWmedia fundraising for waFa 
jas dojn by roughly a thirdT ’id deliveries remained far 
beloj agreed targets: on average, fejer than '50 truc8s 
entered waFa each day,  less  than a “uarter of  the 300 
pledgedT –n some days, half of LUWcoordinated convoys 
jere denied passage altogetherT

’s jinter arrived, rains (ooded tent camps housing nearly 
tjo million peopleT Aejage miqed jith standing jaterT 
Jhildren  slept  in  soa8ed  clothing  and  disease  spread 
through overcrojded sheltersT

LUIJ;H reported that in –ctober alone z tjo months a.er 
the ceaseRre z more than K,G00 children jere hospitalised 
for severe acute malnutritionT  ’ spo8esperson,  brieRng 
Pournalists  from  inside  waFa,  described  the  horror  in 
intimate terms: kIn waFaCs  hospitals  I  have met several 
nejborns jho jeighed less than one 8ilogramme, their tiny 
chests heaving jith the e-ort of staying aliveTN

In –ctober, about 9,G00 pregnant and breastfeeding jomen 
jere also hospitalised for acute malnutritionT kDhis pattern 
is a grave jarning,N the spo8esperson addedT kDhis is not 
overT wenerations of families, including those being born 
noj into this ceaseRre, have been forever altered by jhat 
jas in(icted upon themTN

Dhe ceaseRre did not end the siege, it changed its optics4 the 
jorld loo8ed ajay and waFa continued to dieT
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Vhe Bolitical :acuum

Behind  the  visible  carnage,  the  political  architecture 
meant to prevent or halt it had collapsed entirelyT

In  late  Uovember 2025,  ’rab  and Ealestinian  o—cials 
involved  in  postjar  planning  described  a  diplomatic 
landscape paralysed by competing agendas and grojing 
mistrustT Djo parallel diplomatic trac8s z the LAWbac8ed 
plan to deploy a multinational security force to waFa, and 
emergency tal8s betjeen !amas and ;gyptian intelligence 
o—cials in Jairo z had produced the same blea8 message: 
there jas no political consensus, no clear roadmap and no 
country jilling to shoulder the ris8s of waFaCs kday a.erTN

Dhe international push to deploy a multinational force had 
e-ectively collapsedT Sespite LA pressure and months of 
negotiation, no ’rab or óuslim government had agreed 
to send troops, particularly not into a scenario that might 
involve combat  jith !amas or the policing of  waFaCs 
shattered terrainT kDhe ’mericans are trying to build the 
vehicle,N one ’rab diplomat remar8ed, kjithout agreeing 
jhere itCs supposed to go or jho is drivingTN

Dhe territory jas already fragmenting into tjo Fones: 
areas  under  direct  Israeli  control,  and  areas  jithout 
any formal  authority but  jhere  !amas  maintained  a 
signiRcant presenceT Dhe current diplomatic architecture 
z  involving  the  LA,  ;gypt,  1atar,  Israel,  and  several 
;uropean  and  ’rab  states  z  had  reached  a  point  of 
stagnationT

kDhe result is paralysis,N one negotiator saidT k;veryone 
jants stability, but no one jants to ta8e responsibility, 
and no one trusts the othersTN kDhis is the most dangerous 
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phase,N another Ealestinian source saidT kUot the jar, but the 
vacuum a.er itTN

Vhe Assault on Healing

Dhe destruction of waFaCs medical system jas not collateral 
damage, it jas a campaignT

Beyond  visible  inPury  lay  a  slojer,  more  enduring 
form  of  harmT  Oith  sanitation  systems  destroyed 
and  jaste  collection  collapsed,  garbage  accumulated 
across displacement camps and ruined neighbourhoodsT 
’ccording to LU environmental assessments, toqic runo- 
seeped into soil and groundjater, jhile burning refuse Rlled 
the air jith particulate matterT waFaCs environment itself 
became a vector of diseaseT

’id jor8ers jarned that this form of destruction jould 
outlast any ceaseRreT k‘ou can rebuild a clinic,N said one 
environmental health specialist jor8ing jith LUIJ;H, kbut 
you  cannot  easily  remove  toqins  from  a  jater  tableTN 
LUIJ;H reported sharp increases in acute jatery diarrhoea 
and other jaterWborne illnesses as sejage over(ojed into 
camps already jea8ened by starvationT

;nvironmental  collapse  functioned  as  an  eqtension  of 
siege… Eoison does not respect ceaseRres, it persists in lungs, 
in soil and in bodies already eqhausted by deprivation: the 
future jas not only being denied, it jas being contaminatedT

By óay 2025, the Oorld !ealth –rganisation conRrmed 
that K7 percent of waFaCs hospitals had been destroyed or 
damagedT Dhose still standing functioned as shells4 jithout 
electricity, clean jater, anaesthetics, antibiotics or sterile 
environmentsT –nly '5K of 73' scheduled aid truc8s jere 
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allojed entry in  Secember 2027,  a  policy that  turned 
vinegar into a critical medical supplyT

Dhe 8illing of healthcare jor8ers follojed the same pattern 
as the destruction of facilitiesT óore than ',700 healthcare 
jor8ers and over 700 humanitarian aid jor8ers jere 8illed 
during the assault on waFaT Soctors jere not caught in 
crossRre, they jere targetedT

Dhe  8illing of  nine  of  Sr ’laa  alWUaPParCs  ten  children 
in a single Israeli airstri8e on her family home in Vhan 
‘ounis became emblematic of the brutality of the campaignT 
–nly one child ) an ''WyearWold boy ) survived, su-ering 
catastrophic inPuriesT !e jas later operated on by wraeme 
wroom, a British surgeon jor8ing in waFa, jho described 
the  case  as  kunbearably  cruel,N  saying  he  struggled  to 
comprehend hoj a felloj physician could continue living 
a.er such a lossT ‘et the annihilation of entire families in a 
single stri8e jas not an anomaly, but a recurring feature of 
the jarT

–n 2G óarch 2027, Israeli forces attac8ed a clearlyWmar8ed 
humanitarian convoy in ”afah comprising ambulances, a 
Lnited Uations vehicle and a Rre truc8T Hi.een aid jor8ers 
jere  8illed  jhen the  vehicles  jere  struc8 oneWbyWone 
and survivors reported that those attempting to (ee jere 
shotT ’.er the 8illings, Israeli forces attempted to conceal 
the evidence by burying the bodies in a mass grave… a 
tjelveWyearWold Ealestinian boy, óohammed alWBardajil, 
identiRed as a 8ey jitness to the attac8, jas later fatally shot 
by Israeli forces before he could testifyT

Dhe  meticulous  IJJ  complaint  Rled  by  the  !ind 
”aPab Houndation against  MtT  JolT  Beni  ’haron for the 
tan8Wshelling of its namesa8e, siqWyearWold !ind and the 
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subse“uent  destruction of  her ambulance rescue party 
shojed that the targeting of children jas not the act of 
a local sadist, but a chainWofWcommand realityT !ospitals 
jere raided repeatedly, patients jere forced to evacuate 
under Rre and medical sta- jere detained, interrogated and 
disappearedT

Dhe seiFure of Vamal ’djan !ospital in Secember 2027 
mar8ed a turning pointT ’s the last operational hospital in 
northern waFa, it had become a refuge for the jounded, the 
displaced and the dyingT Israeli forces stormed the facility, 
forcing doctors, nurses, patients and displaced families 
to  evacuate  at  gunpointT  Aome sta-  and  patients  jere 
reportedly stripped of their clothing, lined up and ordered 
to jal8 to the ruins of the alreadyWdamaged Indonesian 
!ospitalT

Dhe Oorld  !ealth  –rganisation reported that  parts  of 
Vamal ’djan !ospital jere set on Rre jhile doFens of 
health jor8ers and critically ill patients jere still insideT ’t 
least three premature babies died from eqposure to freeFing 
temperatures during the forced evacuationT

Dhe dismantling of  waFaCs  healthcare system rendered 
survival itself a form of resistanceT

Vhe Disappeared

–n  a  “uiet  morning  in  Aeptember  2027,  before  the 
dayCs shelling began to sha8e the outs8irts  of Uuseirat, 
siqtyWsevenWyearWold ’bdulaFiF 6ouda pushed his bicycle 
north tojard a small olive groveT !e 8nej the route jas 
dangerous4 it ran alongside the UetFarim Jorridor, then 
controlled by Israeli forces and designated a kred FoneN 
jhere soldiers o.en Rred jithout jarning, but the olives 
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jere ready, and in waFa the harvest comes jhether it is safe 
or notT !is friend, siqtyWfourWyearWold farmer 6abr óusleh, 
jent jith himT Dhey hoped to Rll a fej sac8s and return 
before the tan8s stirredT Dhey never returnedT

’ local Pournalist, ’hmed ’llouh z himself 8illed by an 
Israeli  airstri8e  three  months  later  z  jatched  the  tjo 
men enter the groveT Aoon a.er, he heard tjo tan8 shells 
Rred tojard the same patch of treesT Dhe bombardment 
continued so intensely he couldnCt chec8 if the men had 
survivedT By evening, neither family had heard anything and 
their calls jent unansjered and the night passed in dreadT

’t Rrst light, jhen the shelling eased enough to move, 
relatives hurried to the groveT Dhey found óuslehCs body… 
and nearby lay 6oudaCs bicycle,  his phone, his bagT  But 
6ouda had vanished z not 8illed, not conRrmed alive, simply 
absorbed into the jidening void of waFaCs missingT ’ month 
later, the grove had been bulldoFed and no trace of him 
remainedT

!uman rights groups contacted the Israeli military to as8 
jhether he jas detainedT !is name appeared nojhereT k!e 
has disappeared into nothing,N his daughter –la saidT kOe 
donCt have a graveT Oe donCt have a bodyT Oe donCt have an 
ansjerTN

Dhe missing remained a catastrophe jithin a catastropheT 
LU Rgures put the number at over '',000, but modelling 
studies and human rights groups suggested a far broader 
range: '5,000 to G9,000 people, many of them crushed 
under rubble, buried in unmar8ed graves or detained out 
of sightT Aave the Jhildren estimated up to 2',000 children 
alone jere missing, lost in the fog of jarT
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Dhere  jas  a  third  category  of  missing  Ealestinians: 
those ta8en aliveT ”ights groups estimated at least 2,2'7 
waFans jere currently detained under IsraelCs Lnlajful 
Jombatants  Maj,  jhich  allojed  indeRnite  detention 
jithout charge or trialT Hamilies jere rarely notiRed and 
access to lajyers jas limited or nonWeqistentT ’nother 
G,300 Ealestinians jere classiRed as forcibly disappeared 
detainees4 people believed to be in Israeli custody but 
jhose jhereabouts and status jere un8nojnT

Hor the families  of  waFaCs  missing,  this  jas the cruel 
spiral of uncertainty: a loved one might be under rubble, 
buried unnamed or still alive somejhere inside IsraelCs 
vast detention systemT Dhere jas no mechanism to Rnd 
out… Dhe ceaseRre may have silenced the bombs, but it 
had not ended the jar for the families of waFaCs missingT

Vhe Detention Regime

Beyond the destruction of waFaCs cities and hospitals, a 
parallel system of violence operated out of sightT It jas 
not improvised, but institutionalT

Dhousands  of  Ealestinians  jere  seiFed  during Israeli 
ground operations and transferred to military detention 
sites  inside  IsraelT  óany  jere  ta8en  from  bombed 
neighbourhoods,  shelters,  hospitals  and  aid  convoysT 
Aome jere childrenT óany jere never charged and many 
jere never even registeredT

Dhe Ade Deiman military base in the Uegev desert became 
the epicentre of this detention regimeT –riginally an army 
facility, it jas rapidly converted into a mass holding site for 
Ealestinians ta8en from waFaT Aurvivors, jhistleblojers and 
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lea8ed footage reconstructed a picture of systematic abuse 
thereT

Setainees jere blindfolded and shac8led for days or jee8sT 
Dhey jere forced to sit  or 8neel in stress positions for 
hoursT óany jere strapped into adult diapers and denied 
access to toiletsT  Hood consisted of dry bread or a half 
cucumberT Oater jas rationedT Dhey jere held in openWair 
cages on concrete (oors, eqposed to desert heat by day 
and freeFing temperatures by nightT Moud music jas played 
continuously,  sleep deprivation jas routine and sequal 
violence jas jidespreadT

Ibrahim  Aalem,  detained  for  R.yWtjo  days,  described 
detainees raped jith rods and metal obPectsT kóost of us jill 
come out jith rectal inPuries,N he saidT kIt jas routineTN !e 
described daily beatings and sequal assaults committed by 
both male and female soldiers, noting, kDhey laughed jhile 
doing itTN

Oalid  Vhalili,  a  tjentyWsevenWyearWold  paramedic, 
described  being  hung  from  the  ceiling  by  chains, 
electrocuted and shojn photographs of his family jhile 
being threatened jith their arrestT ’ jhistleblojer doctor 
described detainees brought to the campCs Reld hospital 
unconscious,  strapped dojn, defecating in diapers and 
fed  through  tubesT  Uo  records  jere  8ept,  no  rights 
ac8nojledgedT

Hormer detainee kUabela,N held in waFa before transfer, 
recalled: kOe jere freeFing and forced to remain on our 
8nees on the groundT óusic, shouting and intimidation 
z  they  janted  to  humiliate  usT  Oe  jere  handcu-ed, 
blindfolded and our feet jere tied in chainsTN Aince –ctober 
202G,  at  least  ninetyWeight  Ealestinians  died  in  Israeli 
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custodyT Erior to the jar, Israeli prisons recorded only a 
handful of Ealestinian deaths per year but during the jar, 
the rate increased to roughly one death every four daysT

Dhe most disturbing revelation jas jho the dead jere… ’ 
classiRed Israeli military intelligence database shojed that 
out of more than 7x,000 !amas and Islamic 6ihad Rghters 
listed, only tjentyWone militants had died in custody by óay 
2027T But by that same point, siqtyWRve detainees from waFa 
had died in Israeli PailsT In other jords: most of the dead 
jere not combatants, many jere ordinary civilians jho had 
never stood before a PudgeT

In  a  decisive  move,  Israel  barred  the  International 
Jommittee  of  the  ”ed  Jross  from visiting  Ealestinian 
detainees from waFaT Dhe ban removed the last remaining 
mechanism  of  oversightT  Hamilies  could  not  conRrm 
jhether their relatives jere alive, lajyers jere told their 
clients kdid not eqist,N bodies jere jithheldT

By 2025, Ade Deiman had become IsraelCs blac8 site W its 
physical manifestation of pariah status W compared by the 
Israeli human rights organisation B?Dselem to ’bu whraib 
during the LA occupation of Ira“T –ne Israeli doctor jho 
treated detainees before resigning described the prison in 
star8 terms: kItCs a place jhere people disappearTN

Children in the Vorture System

’mong  those  jho  disappeared  into  IsraelCs  detention 
netjor8 jere childrenT

By 2025, boys as young as fourteen jere being sjept up 
in the same mass arrests as adult  men, ta8en from aid 
lines, ruined neighbourhoods, shelters and chec8points, 

Gx0

PRO
O
F



blindfolded, FipWtied and transported into Israel jithout 
charge,  jarrant or notiRcation to their familiesT  Lnder 
IsraelCs kLnlajful JombatantsN framejor8, they jere not 
treated as minors or given lajyers or brought before Pudges4 
they simply vanished into the same legal blac8 hole as 
everyone elseT

In  late  6une  2025,  ten  such  boys  jere  seiFed  near 
the alWAha8oush aid distribution Fone in ”afah, one of 
the  Çhumanitarian  corridorsC  created  under  LAzIsraeli 
supervisionT  Uearly  a  month  later  they  jere  released 
through  the  ”ed  Jross  and  ta8en  straight  to  Uasser 
!ospital  in  Vhan  ‘ounis  jhere  doctors  found  them 
emaciated,  bruised,  barely able  to  stand  and  su-ering 
severe psychological traumaT kDhey came bac8 bro8en,N said 
trauma specialist Sr Aaeed ’lWóasriT kDhey jere not only 
starved, they jere terrorisedTN

–ne of the boys spo8e “uietly to a Pournalist, jhile his 
friend told him not to cry: kOe thought the aid place jas 
safeT Aoldiers cameT Dhey tied my hands and covered my 
eyesT I donCt 8noj hoj many days passedTN Dheir inPuries 
matched jhat survivors had already described from inside 
Ade DeimanT

Dhere,  children  jere  subPected  to  the  same regime as 
adults: shac8led and blindfolded for days, forced into stress 
positions, denied toilets, le. in adult diapers, starved on 
scraps of bread and conRned in open cages on concrete 
(oors under eqtreme heatT Moud music and shouting jere 
used to deprive them of sleepT óedical care jas arbitrary, 
punitive, or absentT

’ fourteenWyearWold  boy jho had been held  earlier in 
the year told LU investigators: kDhey put cigarettes out 
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on my armsT Dhey hit my face jith boots, I couldnCt see 
for daysTN Hormer detainees described boys being present 
during sequal torture sessionsT Ibrahim Aalem, jho spent 
R.yWtjo days inside, said that children jere not spared 
jhen prisoners jere raped jith rods and metal obPectsT 
Aoldiers, he said, laughed jhile doing itT

Inside the campCs military Reld hospital,  children jere 
reportedly strapped to beds, fed through tubes and le. 
soiled and untreated z recorded nojhere, eqisting on no 
o—cial registerT

Hor some, even Ade Deiman jas not the Rnal destinationT 
By 2025, young detainees jere being transferred into an 
even more eqtreme facility: ”a8efet, an underground prison 
beneath the ”amla compleq that had been closed decades 
earlier for being too inhumane for human conRnementT 
”eopened under the authority of Uational Aecurity óinister 
Itamar  BenWwvir,  it  holds  Ealestinians  in  permanent 
dar8nessT

;very cell, corridor and yard lies undergroundT Dhere is 
no sunlight,  no fresh air,  no sense  of  timeT  óattresses 
are conRscated each morning and returned late at nightT 
Erisoners are allojed out of their cells only for minutes 
at  a time into concrete enclosures jith no viej of the 
s8yT Beatings, dog attac8s and starvationWlevel rations are 
routineT

’mong those buried there jas an eighteenWyearWold waFa 
civilian, seiFed at a chec8point and held for months jithout 
charge or trialT Majyers from the Eublic Jommittee ’gainst 
Dorture in Israel ZEJ’DIé jho reached him in Aeptember 
2025 reported that he had not seen daylight since his arrestT 
Ohen he as8ed about his family, guards silenced himT ’s 
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he jas led ajay, the rumble of an elevator could be heard, 
suggesting the cells lie even deeper beneath the groundT 
kElease come bac8,N jere his Rnal jords to themT !e jas 
later released in –ctober 2025 under the latest ceaseRre 
agreement a.er approqimately nine months in detentionT

Hor  adolescents,  prolonged  deprivation  of  sunlight  is 
not  merely cruelT  It  is  neurological  torture4  disrupting 
hormonal  cycles,  impairing  brain  development  and 
in(icting permanent psychological harmT kVeeping people 
underground jithout daylight destroys body and mind,N 
said Dal Ateiner of the Eublic Jommittee ’gainst Dorture in 
IsraelT kIt is deliberate cruelty, a form of tortureTN

Lnder international laj, children in detention are entitled to 
special protectionT Israel is a signatory to the Jonvention on 
the ”ights of the Jhild, jhich prohibits arbitrary detention, 
physical  abuse,  sequal  violence,  and  incommunicado 
conRnementT Uone of those protections appliedT Dhe ten 
boys jho emerged from ”afah survived, many others did 
not but all of them jill carry jhat jas done to them for lifeT

Dhey are not anomalies of jar,  they are evidence of a 
systemT

weyond the worderb Vhe Collapse of LaN

IsraelCs pariah status did not remain conRned to waFa or even 
to the occupied territories, it radiated outjard, eroding legal 
norms beyond its immediate reach… Dhe enforcement of 
the waFa bloc8ade on the high seas represented a “ualitative 
escalationT 

In  –ctober  2025,  Israeli  naval  forces  intercepted  and 
seiFed the wlobal Aumud Hlotilla in international jaters, 
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detaining over 750 participantsT Dheir convoy comprised 
of approqimately forty civilian vessels (ying the (ags of 
Britain, Ireland, Uorjay, Dur8ey and JanadaT Its mission 
jas humanitarian: to deliver food and medical supplies 
to waFa and to challenge the legality of an eighteenWyear 
naval bloc8ade that had already been deemed unlajful by 
LU bodiesT

–n 2 –ctober, the aid ship ói8eno brie(y bro8e IsraelCs 
seventeenWyear naval bloc8ade of waFa, carrying food 
and medicine to a population under siegeT Hor waFans 
jatching live trac8ers, its signal inside waFaCs jaters jas a 
moment of hopeTTT kDhey are the bravest people on earth,N 
said waFa professor Sr !aidar ;idT

Lnder international maritime laj, vessels on the high seas 
fall under the eqclusive Purisdiction of their (ag statesTTT 
armed interception of such foreignW(agged civilian ships 
constitutes  a  violation  of  sovereigntyT  Megal  eqperts 
described the seiFure as piracy and an act of aggression 
under  the  LU  Jharter  and  former  British  diplomat 
Jraig óurray called it kan act of jar z not Pust against 
waFaWbound aid  jor8ers  W  but  against  every country 
jhose (ag those ships (ejTN

’mong those seiFed jas Ajedish climate activist wreta 
Dhunberg, jhose participation turned jhat might have 
been  another  forgotten  episode  into  an  international 
scandalT !er presence eqposed IsraelCs fear: fear of empathy, 
fear  of  decency,  fear  of  conscienceT  By 2027,  she  had 
lin8ed environmental collapse jith colonial occupation, 
declaring at a Berlin rally that kwaFa must be freeTN It jas 
a brief statement, but a dangerous one, because it bro8e 
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the unspo8en pact betjeen Oestern environmentalism and 
foreign policyT

Dur8ish Pournalist Ursen Veli8 later told D”D Oorld that 
soldiers kdragged wreta by her hair, beat her and forced her 
to 8iss the Israeli (agTN Veli8 said the abuse jas Rlmed by 
soldiers jho laughed as they recorded the sceneT

Ajedish o—cials  conRrmed that  Dhunberg jas  held in 
the port of ’shdod and that she complained of hunger, 
dehydration and insectWinfested beddingT –ther detainees 
reported similar mistreatmentT  –ne Acottish volunteer, 
seventyWyearWold óargaret Eachetta, said: kDhere jas no 
food,  no jaterT  I  told a guard my leg jas bro8enT  Ahe 
slammed the metal door on it and said, Ç–h, sorryTCN IsraelCs 
government dismissed all allegations as kbraFen liesTN ‘et no 
jitness retracted their statementT

Dhe precedent jas not nejT In 20'0, Israeli commandos 
8illed  ten  activists  aboard  the  óavi  óarmaraT  Amaller 
(otillas had been seiFed repeatedly in the years sinceT Ohat 
changed in 2025 jas not the act itself,  but the conteqt 
and the global silence that greeted this act of piracyT Dhe 
soWcalled international community, paralysed by fear of LA 
pojer, had become complicit in the erosion of the very 
maritime laj that has underpinned global trade and security 
for centuriesT

wiological Warfare qy Eeglect

Dhe violence did not end jith bombs, bullets, or detention 
campsTTT It eqtended into the domain of diseaseT

Dhe pattern jas not nejT Suring the J–QISW'K pandemic, 
jhile Israel deployed third and fourthWdose boosters for 

Gx5

PRO
O
F



its  general  population  in  deRance  of  O!–  calls  for 
a  moratorium,  it  jas  simultaneously bloc8ing  vaccine 
shipments destined for waFaT Ealestinian !ealth óinister 
óai alWVaila reported that Israeli authorities refused entry 
to around 2,000 doses of Aputni8 Q vaccine intended for 
frontline health jor8ers in the besieged stripT kDhese doses 
jere intended for medical sta- jor8ing in intensive care 
rooms designated for J–QISW'K patients,N she said, kbut the 
occupation authorities prevented their entryTN

’s Aaleh !igaFi of ’mnesty International observed at the 
time: kOhile Israel celebrates a recordWsetting vaccination 
drive, millions of Ealestinians living under Israeli control 
jill receive no vaccine or have to jait much longer … there 
could hardly be a better illustration of hoj Israeli lives are 
valued above Ealestinian onesTN

By 2025, the jeaponisation of public health had intensiRedT 
Israeli  authorities  bloc8ed  the  entry  into  waFa  of  'T3 
million vaccine syringes, coldWchain refrigeration units and 
nearly one million bottles of infant formulaT Dhe supplies, 
approved and ready, remained stranded at crossings for 
jee8sT LUIJ;H spo8esperson ”icardo Eires eqplained the 
obstruction: kBoth the syringes and the refrigerators are 
considered dualWuse by Israel and these items jeCre Rnding 
very hard to get through clearances and inspections, yet they 
are urgentTN

Oithout them, waFaCs immunisation programme collapsedT

Dhe O!–Cs ”egional Sirector, !anan Bal8hy, described the 
scale of the crisis: kOe are at stoc8 Fero of 72 percent of 
vaccinesTN LU agencies jarned that tens of thousands of 
infants and young children had missed routine vaccinations 
for measles, polio, pneumonia and choleraT –vercrojded 
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displacement camps, contaminated jater and jidespread 
malnutrition  created  ideal  conditions  for  outbrea8sT 
kDhis is not a political issue,N a LUIJ;H spo8esperson 
saidT kDhese are syringes for childrenT ”efrigerators for 
vaccinesT Bottles for babiesTN

In  waFa,  health  o—cials  said  that  kpoc8etsN  of 
unvaccinated  children  had  become  kan  entire 
generationTN International laj prohibits the obstruction of 
humanitarian supplies essential to civilian survivalT LU 
humanitarian chief Dom Hletcher conteqtualised the crisis 
star8ly: kIsrael has bloc8ed all humanitarian aid and the 
situation ris8s becoming genocideTN

Israel  jas  jeaponising  disease,  deliberately  creating 
conditions for epidemics to (ourish and bloc8ing the 
very  tools  that  could  prevent  themT  Dhis  jas  sloj 
violence, unfolding across generationsT It did not shoc84 
it eqhausted, and in doing so, it erasedT

Reproductive :iolence

Dhe assault eqtended beyond disease into the domain of 
reproduction itselfT

Hej countries invest as heavily in the preservation of 
human life  at  its  earliest  stages  as  IsraelT  Its  fertility 
clinics operate at population scale, its genetic research 
sits at the global frontierT Ereimplantation genetic testing 
is  routinely  integrated  into  standard  IQH  jor8(ojsT 
Jryopreservation techni“ues support longWterm storage 
of eggs and embryos at scaleT In practical terms, Israel has 
built a jorldWclass apparatus for preserving reproduction 
dojn to the embryoT
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’t  the  same  time,  through  military  action  and  siege, 
Israel oversaj the systematic destruction of Ealestinian 
reproductive capacityT

In late  202G,  waFaCs  leading IQH facility,  ’l  Basma IQH 
Jentre,  jas  hit  and its  cryopreservation system failed, 
destroying an estimated 7,000 embryos along jith around 
',000 additional specimens of sperm and unfertilised eggsT 
Hor many patients  z  cancer survivors,  jomen beyond 
pea8 fertility, couples jith nonWreversible infertility z these 
embryos  jere  not  ksamplesN  but  their  only remaining 
chance to have biological childrenT

Hor UaPja ’bu !amada, a Ealestinian joman jhose stored 
embryos jere lost in the attac8, the language jas personal 
and absolute: kDhe genocide is not only targeting men, 
children and jomen, it is also targeting froFen fertility eggs 
z my only hopeT Israel came and even carried out genocide 
jhich reached even the embryos that belong to me at the ’l 
Basma centreT Ohat can compensate meWN

Dhe clinicCs founder, Sr Bahaeldeen whalayini, described 
the scale of the loss in human terms: kOe 8noj deeply jhat 
these 5,000 lives, or potential lives, meant for the parentsTN 
International investigators framed the destruction of the 
clinic not as incidental damage but as part of a jider pattern, 
concluding that it constituted a measure intended to prevent 
births among Ealestinians in waFaT

Dhe ’l Basma case could not be separated from waFaCs 
jider health collapseT Investigative bodies described the 
cumulative e-ect of attac8s on hospitals, maternity jards, 
pojer supplies, jater systems and medical logistics as the 
destruction of Ealestinians through reproductive violenceT

Gx9

PRO
O
F



Dhis  language  jas  preciseT  It  described  documented 
mechanisms  that  reliably  suppress  reproduction:  the 
destruction of fertility services, the elimination of stored 
embryos,  the  collapse  of  safe  pregnancy and  delivery 
conditions as jell as the imposition of malnutrition, stress, 
and environmental harmT Dhe contrast jas not jritten in 
ideology or abstraction, it jas jritten in embryos preserved 
on one side of a border and embryos destroyed on the otherT

Recognition wecomes Conse*uence

By late 2025, recognition began to harden into conse“uenceT

wermanyCs  rec8oning  jas  particularly  acuteTTT  ;ven  as 
Jhancellor Hriedrich óertF landed in Del ’viv in Secember 
2025 to rea—rm jhat he called kunjaveringN support for 
Israel, one of wermanyCs most recognisable institutions 
“uietly delivered a contradictory verdictT Mu.hansa Jargo 
suspended all military and securityWrelated shipments to 
and from Israel, citing eqportWcontrol laj and sanctions that 
made such transports koperationally impossibleN, regardless 
of routingT

Dhe halt came jithout moral language, references to waFa, 
or appeals to humanitarian concernsT Mu.hansa attributed 
the suspension to tightening eqport regimes and sanctions 
framejor8s  that  heightened the  legal  ris8 of  handling 
military goods destined for IsraelT Dhe airline did not step 
bac8 out of principle, it stepped bac8 because the laj le. no 
room to proceedT

kLnjavering supportN becomes di—cult to sustain jhen 
the supply chain re“uired to deliver that support simply 
stops functioningT wermanyCs support for Israel had not 
been jithdrajn, but the freight labels noj read klegally 
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impossible,N and in the jorld of  defence logistics,  that 
determined realityT

Dhrough  2025,  trade  delegations  jere  cancelled  a.er 
the  Subai  Aummit  W  jhere  the  Israeli  booth  stood 
conspicuously empty W military partnerships jere placed 
kunder reviejN and cultural  eqchanges evaporated4  the 
Berlin Ehilharmonic “uietly dropped its tour of Del ’vivT

In sport, pressure mountedT AeventyWthree professional 
athletes z including Oorld Jup jinner Eaul Eogba z signed 
a Point letter demanding that L;H’ suspend Israel from 
;uropean football… among the signatories jere óoroccoCs 
!a8im Xiyech,  ;ngland cric8et  star óoeen ’li,  ApainCs 
’dama DraorY and doFens of Eremier Meague and Aerie ’ 
professionalsT

Jentral to the playersC appeal jas the devastation of waFaCs 
sporting infrastructureT ’ccording to documentation from 
campaign groups wame –ver Israel and ’thletes 7 Eeace, 
at least 72' Ealestinian footballers had been 8illed since 
IsraelCs assault on the enclave beganT Atadiums, training 
centres, football pitches, youth facilities and gyms had been 
raFed or rendered unusableT Dhe signatories highlighted 
the death of waFa football legend Auleiman alW–beid, o.en 
dubbed the kEalestinian EelY,N jho jas 8illed jhile jaiting 
for humanitarian aidT

Dhe  athletesC  intervention  came  on  the  heels  of  a 
sharplyWjorded legal letter from more than thirty genocide 
eqperts, international Purists and human rights lajyers, 
jarning  that  L;H’ could  be  klegally  accountableN  for 
facilitating jar crimes by continuing to admit Israel to 
;uropean competitionsT Jampaigners repeatedly invo8ed 
L;H’Cs 2022 suspension of ”ussia follojing its invasion 
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of L8raineT Dhere, the federation acted jithin days, citing 
footballCs responsibility to uphold peace and human rights, 
but in the case of Israel, critics said, L;H’ had stalledT

Dhe Hootball ’ssociation of Ireland passed a resolution 
formally calling on L;H’ to suspend the Israel Hootball 
’ssociationT  Dhe  Dur8ish  Hootball  Hederation  made  a 
similar demand… kAport is  not Pust  entertainment,N the 
athletesC  letter  arguedT  kIt  is  a  universal  language  of 
dignity, community and hopeTN Dhey insisted that allojing 
Israel to continue in L;H’ competitions jhile carrying 
out documented atrocities knormalises the destruction of 
human lifeN and communicates that ksome lives matter lessTN

Dhe language jas no longer activist, it jas institutional… 
”ecognition jas becoming operational realityT

Anatomy of a Bariah

!oj does a state become a pariahW Alojly, then suddenlyT

Intent  had  been  spo8en  aloudT  óinisters  li8e  Itamar 
BenWwvir promised to kerase waFaTN Hinance óinister BeFalel 
Amotrich vojed to kli. all restraints,N calling for a ktent 
cityN of a displaced peopleT ’ nuclear threat jas (oated on 
primeWtime television by a Vnesset member as an koption 
for studyTN

In Aeptember 2025,  6onathan Eollard z the former LA 
Uavy intelligence analyst imprisoned for spying for Israel, 
later embraced as a patriot and noj a Vnesset candidate z 
shattered decades of studied ambiguityT k’n ’W7 A8yhaj8 
jas par8ed at Del Uof air base jith some interesting jeapons 
under its jings,N Eollard recounted, describing a moment 
during the 'KxG ‘om Vippur OarT kOe told the ’mericans: 
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ÇDa8e your eye in the s8y and have a good loo8 at the airplane 
thatCs on that runjayTC ’nd the neqt day the airli. startedTN

Ohen pressed by the presented on his meaning, Eollard did 
not (inch: kOe threatened to use unconventional jeaponsT 
ICll leave it at thatTN !e argued Israel should be jilling not 
merely to signal nuclear readiness,  but to act on it:  kIs 
this jhat you jant us to threaten nojWN she as8ed himW 
k’bsolutely,N he responded, keqcept this time je should go 
forjard jith it if necessaryTN

Eollard also articulated a clear political programme: declare 
–slo dead, anneq waFa, the Oest Ban8 and 6ordan Qalley, 
alloj only 6ejs to ojn property, permit Ealestinians to rent 
and pay taqes but not vote and encourage most Ealestinians 
to leaveT kICm tired of euphemisms,N he declaredT kICm tired 
of saying Çje have something in the basementTC ItCs enough 
alreadyTN

k;lements of this rhetoric have already Rltered into practiceT 
Investigative reporting revealed that Israeli forces used 
’IWassisted systems to generate vast target lists, jhile a 
method o—cers referred to as ÇOhereCs SaddyWC involved 
jaiting until a suspected militant returned home before 
stri8ing4 8nojingly turning family presence and trauma into 
a jeaponTN Aimilarly, the !annibal Sirective jas invo8ed on 
x –ctober, a doctrine that no hostage must be ta8en alive, 
leading to Israeli forces shooting indiscriminately at anyone 
heading for the waFa borderT

’s  scholar  Uorman  Hin8elstein  argued,  kItCs  perfectly 
obvious jhat IsraelCs strategy isT ItCs gotten the green light 
from the Ohite !ouse to try to empty out waFaT Hinishing 
the Pob means annihilating the civilian population and 
pulverising its infrastructure until people have no choice 
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but to leaveTN Dhis jas not a jar of defence, but a jar of 
eqpulsion4 a kRnal solution to the waFa “uestion,N according 
to Hin8elstein, that mirrored the very ideologies the state 
claimed to opposeT

Israel had not merely violated international laj, it  had 
abandoned itT  Dhe evidence formed a coherent  jhole: 
declared intent, operationalised policy, institutionalised 
violence,  suppressed  jitnesses,  eqported  impunity, 
biological neglect and reproductive erasureT

Uo single  atrocity deRned the pariahT  Dhe system didT 
Dhe term returned to global vocabulary not as insult, but 
as diagnosis: a polity that placed itself outside the moral 
community jhile insisting it remained its centreT waFa did 
not create this reality, it revealed it… and once recognised, it 
could not be unseenT

Ohat  follojed  that  recognition  jas  not  restraint  or 
accountability, but continuationT Dhe eqposure of Israel 
as  a  pariah  did  not  halt  the  machinery of  destruction 
in waFa, nor did it conRne itself to the visible a.ermath 
of bombardmentT Dhe violence eqtended beyond bodies 
pulled from rubble  and names added to  casualty lists, 
moving into the administrative systems that determine jho 
is remembered, jho is counted, and jho is permitted to 
have a futureT Ohat follojed jas not only mass 8illing, 
but the destruction of lineage itself, as entire Ealestinian 
families jere removed from the civil record, their eqistence 
terminated not only biologically but historicallyT

Vhe +rasure of wloodlines

–n 23 6anuary 2023,  ’l  6aFeera reported,  based on an 
analysis of waFaCs civil registry, that more than tjo thousand 
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seven hundred Ealestinian eqtended families in waFa had 
been completely erased since –ctober 202G, their names 
removed from o—cial records a.er three generations from 
the same household jere 8illed, mar8ing one of the most 
comprehensive acts of familial destruction documented in 
a modern con(ictT

In a territory jith a preWgenocide population of Pust over tjo 
point tjo million people, the conRrmed eqtermination of 
entire bloodlines on this scale represents not merely mass 
8illing but a form of social annihilation jhose conse“uences 
eqtend far beyond the immediate death tollT Dhe analysis 
found that more than eight thousand people jere 8illed 
jithin these erased families alone,  jhile roughly forty 
thousand families jere directly targeted overall, producing 
an average of  more than four deaths per household,  a 
pattern that reveals the systematic nature of the violence 
rather than the randomness o.en invo8ed to eqplain civilian 
casualtiesT

Beyond those families that jere entirely jiped out, more 
than siq thousand families  jere le. jith only a single 
surviving  member,  individuals  jho  noj live  jith  the 
8nojledge that jhen they die, jhether through continued 
violence, deprivation, illness, or age, their family line jill 
vanish completely from waFaCs o—cial records, as though 
it had never eqistedT In this jay, death eqtends forjard 
in time, ensuring that the destruction cannot be repaired 
through reproduction, memory, or continuityT

Jivil  registries are not neutral  administrative tools but 
repositories  of  social  eqistence,  binding  individuals  to 
families, histories, and futuresT Do be removed from them 
is not simply to be 8illed, but to be unrememberedT In 
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waFa, this form of erasure has become a deRning feature 
of the violence, jith families not merely fragmented but 
eliminated as units of historyT

Dhe youngest recorded victim among the erased families 
jas one year old, jhile the oldest jas one hundred and one, 
a span that encompasses infancy, childhood, adulthood, 
and old age, all eqtinguished jithin the same campaign 
of destructionT Ohat is being erased is not only life but 
time itself, as past generations are retroactively silenced and 
future generations prevented from ever coming into beingT

Dhe destruction of the alWUaPar family from Vhan ‘ounis 
illustrates this reality jith devastating clarityT óali8 alWUaPar 
had Pust graduated from high school and jas photographed 
celebrating jith his father, mother, and uncles, a moment 
that should have mar8ed the beginning of adulthood and 
possibilityT Hor generations, the family had lived in the area, 
jor8ing to provide stability, education, and safety for their 
children, only for that future to be erased in a single airstri8eT

óali8  jas  8illed  alongside  his  father,  his  sister,  and 
tjentyWtjo members of his eqtended family, jith sisters, 
brothers, aunts, uncles, and cousins all jiped out in one 
night, resulting in the disappearance of entire branches of 
the family tree at onceT Ohen his mother later returned to 
the site jhere their home once stood, she described seeing 
her sonCs clothes scattered across the rubble, blojn ajay by 
the force of the eqplosion, and said she could not remain 
there because all the memories she associated jith that 
place vanished in secondsT

Ohat  haunted  her most,  she  eqplained,  jere  the  Rnal 
moments she jould never 8noj, as she jondered jhether 
óali8  screamed  and  jhether  the  children  screamed, 
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imagining  every  hardship  they  endured  as  if  it  jere 
unfolding before her eyesT !er testimony is not eqceptional 
but emblematic of a jider condition in jhich survivors are 
le. not only jith grief but jith an absence so complete that 
it resists comprehensionT

Ohen a Ealestinian family disappears in this jay, they 
ta8e jith them their history, their traditions, their shared 
eqperiences, and their future, as names that jould have been 
spo8en for generations are removed from waFaCs collective 
identityT Dhis is not collateral damage incidental to jar, but 
the deliberate elimination of social continuity itselfT

Dhe 8illing has continued even during periods described 
as  ceaseRres,  jith  hundreds  of  Ealestinians  8illed  and 
thousands  inPured  a.er  –ctober,  including  children, 
Pournalists, and civilians engaged in the most basic acts 
of survivalT ’ttac8s occurred on the vast maPority of days 
during the ceaseRre period, emptying the term of meaning 
and reinforcing the reality that waFa eqists in a permanent 
state of conditional eqtermination rather than temporary 
con(ictT

Jhildren have borne a particularly severe burden, jith every 
surviving child in waFa noj estimated to re“uire some level 
of mental health or psychosocial support due to the scale of 
trauma they have enduredT Dhey have jitnessed the deaths 
of parents and siblings, been repeatedly displaced under 
Rre,  lived through relentless  bombardment,  starvation, 
untreated illness, and the collapse of education, jhile being 
forced to eqist in overcrojded and unsafe conditions that 
deny even the most basic elements of childhoodT

6ournalist  –jen  6ones  captured  the  moral  distortion 
this reality eqposes by as8ing audiences to imagine one 
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eqtended family being violently 8illed  in  Britain,  jith 
grandparents, parents, teenagers, toddlers, and nejborn 
babies all  murdered in a country of roughly siqtyWnine 
million people, noting that such a crime jould be regarded 
as one of the great atrocities of the postjar era and jould 
dominate public consciousness for generationsT waFa, by 
contrast, jith a population Pust over tjo million, has seen 
more than tjo thousand seven hundred eqtended families 
jiped out entirely, each jith its ojn memories, histories, 
celebrations, and tragedies erased as though they never 
eqistedT

wenocide is o.en misunderstood as a singular event deRned 
solely by mass 8illing, but scholars of genocide have long 
emphasised that it is a process aimed at dismantling the 
social structures that alloj a people to eqist across timeT Dhe 
destruction of families, the elimination of lineages, and the 
erasure of names from civil records are not peripheral to this 
process but central to it, ensuring that the damage in(icted 
cannot  be repaired through memory,  reproduction,  or 
cultural transmissionT

In waFa, this process has unfolded in full viej of the jorld, 
documented in detail, dated, counted, and yet repeatedly 
denied or minimised by those jith the pojer to interveneT 
Dhe result is not only the devastation of a people but the 
corrosion of the moral framejor8s that claim to govern 
international lifeT

Dhis is jhy the erasure of Ealestinian families cannot be 
understood as a tragic byWproduct of jar or as collateral 
damage incidental to military obPectivesT It represents a 
form of violence aimed at severing the past from the future, 
ensuring that jhat once eqisted cannot be rebuilt because 
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the social foundations re“uired for rebuilding have been 
deliberately destroyedT

Ohen bloodlines are eqtinguished, the damage does not 
end jith the present generationT It reaches bac8jard into 
memory and forjard into time, producing a future deRned 
not by uncertainty but by absenceT In waFa, the erasure 
of families has become the mechanism through jhich the 
future itself is eliminated, ensuring that even survival carries 
jith it the certainty of disappearanceT
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The Erasure of the Future

The crime did not end with the killing... It extended to the unborn, 
the educated, the healed; a systematic assault on every institution 
that might allow Palestinian society to survive.

The crime had been documented. The bodies were counted, 
the testimonies gathered, the evidence archived; but the 
machinery of destruction did not pause for the record. 
Even as investigators compiled dossiers and courts issued 
rulings, the killing continued and its targets expanded. What 
followed was not only the elimination of a people, but the 
erasure of their future.

One of the clearest expressions of this logic appeared not 
in Israeli statements but in the diplomatic manoeuvres 
that followed the assault. As Gaza was reduced to rubble, 
Western governments quietly revived an old :ctionP that 
“alestinians could be ”savedS by being removed. Evacuation 
was reframed as humanitarianism and displacement was 
repackaged as protection.

–outh Africa confronted this logic directly. In its :lings 
and public statements, “retoria warned that proposals to 
relocate “alestinians 3 whether temporarily or permanently 
3 constituted a continuation of  the crime itself.  There 
was no humanitarian pathway out of Gaza, –outh African 
o8cials argued, because removal under conditions of siege, 
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bombardment and starvation is not rescue but expulsion. 
Once displaced, “alestinians would not be permitted to 
return. The future being erased was not only demographic 
but territorialP land emptied under force does not remain 
neutral ground.

This was not a theoretical concern. Israeli ministers spoke 
openly of encouraging ”voluntary migration,S while foreign 
governments explored third…country resettlement schemes 
behind closed doors. Egypt, 2ordan and other neighbouring 
states were pressured to absorb refugees permanently. 
The language was careful; the intent was not0 “opulation 
transfer, long recognised in international law as a crime, was 
being normalised through bureaucratic euphemism.

The choice presented to “alestinians was brutally simpleP 
remain and face annihilation, or leave and forfeit the right 
to return. –outh Africa named this for what it wasP the 
conversion of genocide into administrative exit 3 a people 
being o5ered survival on the condition of disappearance.

Even  as  displacement  was  reframed  as  humanitarian 
necessity,  evidence  accumulated  that  removal  was 
not  a  temporary  response  but  a  precondition  for 
permanence. –atellite imagery analysed throughout DMDK 
by independent researchers and reported by The New York 
Times and Haaretz revealed the systematic construction of 
forti:ed zones, hardened bases and new road networks 
inside Gaza; patterns inconsistent with short…term security 
operations. Analysts noted the emergence of permanent 
”security corridorsS dividing the territory and controlling 
civilian movement. ”This is not what drawdown looks like,S 
one military analyst told reporters. ”This is what long…term 
presence looks like.S
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Israeli o8cials continued to describe the measures as 
provisional, invoking ”bu5er zonesS and ”stabilisation,S 
but  the  infrastructure  told  a  di5erent  story.  Gaza 
was  being  recon:gured  as  a  controlled  spaceP  its 
population reduced, its mobility extinguished and its land 
reorganised for inde:nite domination without formal 
annexation. It was occupation without declaration and 
settlement logic without settlers.

This  logic  was  not  :rst  revealed  in  policy  papers 
or  military  brie:ngs,  but  in  emergency  rooms0  1r 
’ark “erlmutter, an orthopaedic surgeon who treated 
wounded  “alestinians  in  Gaza,  described  ”several 
children shot with high…velocity bullet wounds in both 
the head and chest.S 1r Ahlia Nattan recalled treating 
”an B-…month…old little girl with a gunshot wound to the 
head.S A steady arrival of wounded children exposed the 
doctrineUs real e5ectP when everyone is declared involved, 
no one is protected.

The bombing of universities and hospitals was not an 
aberration. It followed from a legal and political logic that 
had already collapsed the distinction between combatant 
and civilian. Institutions that reproduce life 3 schools, 
clinics, laboratories, maternity wards 3 were reclassi:ed 
as threats by de:nition. 1octors soon began documenting 
harm that extended beyond immediate violence.

What emerged in Gaza was a form of violence that did not 
end when the bombs fell. It continued silently, incubating 
in  bodies  not  yet  born.  “hysicians  began  reporting 
congenital  abnormalities  that  could not be explained 
by genetics alone, but by prolonged exposure to siege, 
starvation and the toxic aCermath of bombardment.
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In  ’ay  DMDK,  1r  Ezin  –hahab,  a  physician  in  Gaza, 
described  the  birth  of  a  full…term  baby  girl  with 
anencephalyP a condition in which the brain and skull 
fail to form. ”–he had no brain 3 not in the poetic sense 
of innocence, but anatomically,S he wrote. ”Ho memory, 
no future.S The child had eyelashes, :ngers and a beating 
heart, but no possibility of life. The mother had endured 
months of malnutrition, displacement and unrelenting 
trauma before giving birth to silence.

–hahab and his colleagues reported a growing pattern of 
deformitiesP cleC palates, malformed limbs, neural…tube 
defects,  organ  damage.  The  suspected  causes  were 
environmentalP  heavy metals,  explosive  residues  and 
industrial toxins pulverised into GazaUs air, soil and water 
by repeated strikes. ”Fombs struck not only buildings, but 
chromosomes,S –hahab wrote. ”This is a war against birth.S

A peer…reviewed study published in The Lancet supported 
this assessment, warning that in…utero exposure to war 
pollutants  could  result  in  permanent  developmental 
disorders and genetic mutations passed down for decades. 
”The  most  profound  consequence  of  war,S  the  study 
concluded, ”may not be visible in the rubble, but in the 
chromosomes of children not yet born.S

Ynder the Genocide Vonvention, this kind of harm is 
not incidental0 1eliberately injicting conditions of life 
calculated to bring about a peopleUs physical destruction 
includes poisoning their environment, collapsing their 
healthcare and deforming the biological chain that allows 
a society to reproduce itself.  Gaza was being attacked 
not only in the present tense,  but in the grammar of 
inheritance.
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In Gaza, weapons did not always explode; some incubated. 
The assault  on the future was no longer metaphorical, 
it had entered the womb0 It was biological, educational, 
infrastructural  and  generationalP  a  systematic  e5ort  to 
ensure that survival itself would be degraded, conditional 
and incomplete.

The destruction of universities was not merely an attack on 
buildings, but on continuity. GazaUs academic institutions 
had  produced  doctors,  engineers,  teachers,  archivistsP 
people capable of rebuilding what war destroyed, but their 
elimination narrowed the future in advance, ensuring that 
even survival would come stripped of autonomy.

4ospitals, too, were reduced not only as sites of care but 
as repositories of knowledge. ’edical records vanished 
with wards, research data burned with laboratories and 
generations of clinical experience were erased alongside 
patients. This was not simply a campaign to kill, it was a 
campaign to prevent recovery.

What  was  unfolding was  a form of  violence calibrated 
beyond the battle:eld; a violence that reached forward in 
time, seeking not only to destroy a population, but to deform 
what came aCer. It was an assault on inheritance itselfP 
on bodies not yet born, on institutions not yet rebuilt, on 
futures not yet lived.

The erasure of the future had begun, but this erasure did not 
depend solely on bombs, it was sustained and normalised 
through process.
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The Architecture of Delay

Fy  the  end  of  DMDK,  the  Gaza  cease:re  was  still 
routinely described as ”fragile.S The word persisted long 
aCer it had ceased to describe reality. ?ragile suggests 
accident, delicacy or the risk of sudden breakage0 What 
existed in Gaza was something else entirelyP a condition 
engineered to endure without resolving anything. A pause 
without transition, a suspension without consequence, a 
reckoning denied through process.

In a Hew  ear aCer the guns had largely fallen silent, 
not a single promised element of transformation had 
materialised. There was not only a meaningful Israeli 
withdrawal,  but an expansion of presence.  There was 
no transfer of authority and no functioning “alestinian 
governance. Ho reconstruction had been initiated capable 
of sustaining life. A bitter winter of freezing temperatures, 
jooding and gale force winds had returned to a territory 
still de:ned by rubble, displacement and dependence on 
sporadic aid deliveries for day…by…day survival. Riolence 
had been slowed 6ust enough to avoid formal collapse, 
while  every  mechanism  capable  of  forcing  political 
consequence  was  kept  inert.  This  was  not  diplomacy 
under strain, it was diplomacy performing exactly the 
function required of it.

On paper, the cease:re architecture agreed at the end of 
DMD7 was straightforward. “hase one would halt large…scale 
hostilities. “hase two 3 spoken of at the time as an inevitable 
progression  3  would  begin  the  real  workP  withdrawal, 
interim security arrangements, governance transition, and 
reconstruction. The sequencing was presented as technical, 
the timelines were described as jexible. Fy 1ecember DMDK, 
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phase two had not  merely been delayed,  it  had been 
nulli:ed in practice while remaining nominally alive.

That  outcome  was  neither  accidental  nor  the  result 
of  mismanagement.  Every step toward transition was 
conditioned  on  Israeli  approval,  and  that  approval 
was  consistently  granted  in  ways  that  guaranteed 
non…implementation. Israel did not walk away from the 
cease:re. It adopted a more durable strategyP agreement 
in principle, paired with conditions that made execution 
impossible while preserving technical compliance.

The  distinction  matteredP  a  cease:re  that  collapses 
creates  diplomatic  crisis,  a  cease:re  that  survives 
without delivering change creates exhaustion. It transfers 
responsibility downward and outward and allows power 
to harden while accountability dissolves.

Fy  mid…DMDK,  diplomats  involved  in  the  process  no 
longer spoke privately of withdrawal or reconstruction as 
realistic outcomes. Fy the end of the year, resignation had 
replaced expectation. The shared understanding, rarely 
articulated in public, was that Israel retained veto power 
over every substantive  development  while  remaining 
formally within the framework. The reckoning 3 ending 
occupation, relinquishing unilateral control, accepting 
political consequence 3 was postponed inde:nitely. 1elay 
was not neutralP it operated as a slow, cumulative weapon.

The durability of the cease:re raised a deeper question0 
4ow could a pause persist for more than a year without 
transition, enforcement, or accountabilityé The answer lay 
in the structure of cease:res themselves, èrelying as they do 
on good faith rather than compulsion. A party that agrees in 
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principle while endlessly conditioning implementation can 
claim compliance, and so ambiguity becomes armour.

Fy  the  end  of  DMDK,  that  ambiguity  had  become  the 
central operating space of the conjict. ’eetings continued, 
statements  were  issued  and  concern  was  expressed. 
Lesponsibility di5used, process replaced pressure 0 but 
pressure 3 political, diplomatic, material 3 was the only 
mechanism capable of forcing reckoning. The cease:re 
survived precisely because it was hollow but by the end of 
DMDK, that hollowness had become its de:ning featureP not a 
bridge to peace, but a system for avoiding it.

Israel Expels Aid Groups as Gaza Goes Dark

As winter storms tore through Gaza at the end of DMDK 
3 jooding displacement camps, collapsing thousands of 
makeshiC shelters and exposing families to sewage…soaked 
ground 3 Israel began dismantling the last independent 
presence inside the besieged territory.

On B 2anuary DMD$, Israel moved to revoke the operating 
licences of 9‘ international humanitarian organisations 
working in Gaza and the occupied West Fank, triggering 
a  sixty…day countdown  to  the  closure  of  much  of  the 
territoryUs remaining humanitarian infrastructure unless 
the  groups  submitted  to  a  newly…imposed  political 
vetting  regime.  Those  targeted  included  ActionAid, 
VALE International, the International Lescue Vommittee, 
the Horwegian Lefugee Vouncil,  ’edico International, 
’edical Aid for “alestinians, ’"decins –ans ?ronti&res, 
Oxfam, World Rision, ’ercy Vorps and Action Against 
4ungerP  organisations that  collectively run GazaUs  :eld 
hospitals, trauma wards, malnutrition clinics, water systems, 
emergency shelters and disease…monitoring networks.
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At the same moment, Israel rea8rmed its total ban on 
foreign 6ournalists entering Gaza, a policy 1efence ’inister 
Israel Natz said would remain in force because independent 
reporters could endanger Israeli soldiers. In practice, this 
meant that as humanitarian agencies were being forced 
out, the worldUs press was being kept out as well, leaving 
only reporters embedded under Israeli military control to 
document events inside the –trip.

The combined e5ect was unprecedented. Hever before in 
modern warfare had a civilian population been sub6ected 
to both the expulsion of humanitarian infrastructure and 
the elimination of independent media oversight at the same 
time. Gaza was not merely being blockaded0 again0 it was 
being turned into a closed information and relief zone.

Ten foreign ministers … from the Ynited Ningdom, ?rance, 
Vanada, 2apan, Horway, –weden, 1enmark, ?inland, Iceland 
and –witzerland … issued a rare 6oint statement condemning 
IsraelUs new rules as ”restrictiveS and ”unacceptable,S warning 
that the forced closure of HGOs would have ”a severe impact 
on access to essential services including healthcare.S They 
described GazaUs humanitarian situation as ”catastrophic.S

Ynder IsraelUs new regulatory framework, humanitarian 
organisations were required to submit detailed personal 
data on all employees, including “alestinian sta5 inside 
Gaza. Aid agencies warned that this was not a registration 
process but a form of compelled intelligence cooperation. 
While  humanitarian  organisations  were  barred  from 
importing  items  deemed  ”dual…use,S  Israeli  authorities 
quietly allowed commercial traders to bring those same 
items into Gaza. Generators, metal pallets and tent poles 
3 critical for hospitals,  water systems and winter…proof 
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shelters 3 were prohibited for aid agencies yet permitted for 
private import and sale. ”It seems highly improbable that the 
Israelis donUt know about them,S one diplomat observed.

The  result  was  a  two…tier  systemP  humanitarian 
organisations  operating  under  international  law  were 
restricted and expelled, while commercial traders were 
permitted  to  pro:t  from  scarcity.  Aid  agencies  and 
independent 6ournalists are how the world learns how many 
children are starving, which hospitals still function and 
how many civilians are wounded. Fy expelling HGOs and 
barring 6ournalists, Israel was not protecting soldiers, it was 
protecting narrative control.

As Gaza sank into winter, joodwater and ruin, the people 
who counted the dead 3 and the records of how they were 
killed 3 were being removed. This was not bureaucracy, it 
was the closing of a crime scene.

Doctors In The Dark

One of the most haunting images of the Gaza war was not 
taken during an airstrike or inside a collapsing building 
but  in  a  moment  of  stillness  amid  devastation.  It  was 
a photograph of  a single  man in a white  doctorUs  coat 
walking through pulverised streets toward two Israeli tanks, 
unarmed … not running or hiding … but surrendering himself 
in order to protect his patients.

That  man  was  1r 4ussam  Abu  –a:ya,  the  director  of 
Namal Adwan 4ospital in Feit Zahia in northern Gaza. A 
paediatrician and hospital director, he had already lost his 
own son, Ibrahim, to an Israeli airstrike that killed dozens of 
hospital sta5. When the photograph circulated around the 
world in 2anuary DMDK, it resonated because it captured the 
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destruction of medicine itself standing in front of military 
power.

One year later, Abu –a:ya was still being held in an Israeli 
prison without charge... according to his lawyer, Gheed 
Nassem, he had lost a third of his body weight, 

In the Ynited –tates, –a:yaUs case was quietly erased. The 
last time the Hew  ork Times mentioned the doctor was 
on ‘ 2anuary DMDK, the day of his arrest, when the paper 
led with an unproven Israeli allegation that militant groups 
had used Namal Adwan 4ospital as a command centre; a 
claim that was never substantiated. ?rom that point on, the 
most prominent detained doctor in Gaza vanished from the 
American press when the Washington “ost likewise stopped 
mentioning him entirely.

This  disappearance  was  not  because  Abu  –a:ya  was 
obscure0  he  was  well…known  within  Gaza  and  deeply 
connected to international medical networks, and anyone 
with a phone could have reached colleagues able to speak 
about his work. 4ad he been free, he would have provided 
devastating testimony about children dying of starvation 
under siege and about the systematic collapse of GazaUs 
healthcare system. 4e would also have directly rebutted 
the grotesque claims that appeared in parts of the Western 
media suggesting that malnourished children had died 
because of pre…existing conditions rather than hunger.

1r –a:ya recorded a voice note in Hovember DMD9P ”We are 
doctors, not soldiers. Fut they bomb us as if we were military 
targets. Today I held a childUs hand while she died because 
we had no oxygen. Tomorrow it may be my turn, but I will 
not leave. –omeone must stay to witness.S
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Inside Israel, however, his case continued to be reported. 
In 2uly DMDK, 4aaretz 6ournalist Hir 4asson reported he 
was su5ering severe hunger and abuse, had been beaten, 
had an irregular heartbeat and was being held underground 
without access to daylight. 

Abu –a:ya was not the only senior Gaza doctor removed 
in  this  way.  1r  Ahmed  ’uhanna,  one  of  GazaUs  most 
senior anaesthesiologists and emergency care consultants, 
was detained by Israeli forces in 1ecember DMD9 while al 
Awda 4ospital was under siege and held for $$K days without 
ever being charged.

When ’uhanna was released in late DMDK aCer $$K days in 
Israeli detention, he was driven back into Gaza through a 
landscape that no longer resembled the place he had carried 
in his memory. 4e said the scale of the destruction made his 
skin crawl, that his chest tightened and that he began to cry 
as he passed through streets that had been erased. –eventy 
:ve of his colleagues at al Awda 4ospital had been killed 
while he was in detention. Across Gaza as a whole, more than 
B,DMM healthcare workers had been killed since ‘ October 
DMD9 and at least 9-7 had been detained by Israeli forces, 
according to 4ealthcare Workers Watch.

’uhanna returned to a healthcare system that had been 
hollowed  out  almost  beyond  recognition.  The  Ynited 
Hations 4uman Lights O8ce reported that J7 percent of 
GazaUs hospitals had been damaged or destroyed. There 
was not a single functioning ’LI machine leC anywhere 
in  the  territory  and  only  one  VT  scanner  remained. 
Vancer patients were deteriorating because treatments were 
blocked and kidney patients were dying because dialysis 
machines were unavailable, newborn babies were dying 
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because  incubators  had no power.  The World  4ealth 
Organization  reported  that  ‘‘  percent  of  GazaUs 
population, including BMM,MMM children, continued to face 
acute food insecurity even aCer a cease:re was formally 
in place. ’alnourished children were being brought into 
hospitals that no longer had the ability to treat them.

’uhanna had also seen what happened to sick people 
inside Israeli detention facilitiesP he watched two men die 
aCer guards refused to provide medical care. One of them 
su5ered a catastrophic intestinal obstruction. ’uhanna 
warned that he required urgent surgery, but the guards 
ignored him0 by the next morning, the man was dead.

A  Ynited  Hations  investigation  later  concluded  that 
Israel  operates  a  de  facto  state  policy  of  organised 
torture  in  its  detention  system.  Abu –a:ya remained 
trapped inside that system, held without charge while 
his health deteriorated. The meaning of these detentions 
was not legal but political. GazaUs doctors were not only 
healers but witnesses who could describe, in clinical and 
measurable terms, what siege, starvation and bombing 
were doing to civilian bodies.  They could speak with 
authority  about  the  collapse  of  life  itself,  which  is 
precisely why they were removed.

In Gaza, hospitals were jattened. In Israeli prisons, their 
directors were buried alive. In the American press, their 
names were erased... the war was not only being fought 
with bombs but with silence.

The Financial Siege

Fy the time Israel moved to curtail and expel international 
aid agencies from Gaza, the siege had already expanded into 
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a second, less visible domainP money. Gaza was being turned 
into a place the worldUs :nancial system would not touch.

On 9B October DMDK, banks across Gaza reopened aCer a 
temporary cease:re. Zong queues formed, but there was 
no cash. Outside the Fank of “alestine in Gaza Vity, Wael 
Abu ?ares, a $B…year…old father of six, described the realityP 
”There is no money, no liquidity at the bank.  ou 6ust come, 
do paperwork and leave.S

Economist ’ohammad Abu 2ayyab explained what had 
replaced normal bankingP ”“eople go to greedy merchants 
for cash and pay a huge fee of between DM and 7M percent.S

?or Iman al…2aUbari, a mother of seven, that meant waiting 
days for a few hundred shekels. ” ou spend two or three days 
waiting and in the end you get 7MM or KMM shekels. What can 
this buyéS

Fy early DMD$, humanitarian agencies estimated that J- 
percent of GazaUs banking infrastructure had been damaged 
or disabled, and that only two of the –tripUs J7 AT’s were 
still functioningP Israel had not allowed fresh banknotes 
into Gaza for months. 1igital balances existed, but cash 
3 the only thing that worked in street markets, taxis, and 
pharmacies 3 had become almost unobtainable. This was 
not a temporary malfunction, it was structural.

Afaf Talab 2alo, a 7-…year…old single mother of :ve in Gaza 
Vity, received aid in digital form but could not access it 
without losing a large share. ”When I want to withdraw 
cash through brokers, I have to pay additional commission 
fees,S she said. Even when she paid by phone, prices were 
higher... ”Hot everything can be purchased with an app. 
Transportation cannot be paid that way.S
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–afaa Abualatta, D9, in the al…–hati refugee camp, summed 
up the trapP ”There are no functioning banks, no AT’s, 
and almost no way to access cash without paying high fees. 
Even for those who receive money from abroad, getting it 
in cash is a struggle.S

As physical money disappeared, people began repairing 
damaged banknotes to keep trading. ’anal al…–aidi, 7M, 
said she spent her days patching torn bills 6ust to buy 
bread. ”I make DM or 9M shekels and leave with a loaf, 6ust 
enough to get by.S –hopkeeper –amir Hamrouti, K9, said he 
accepted mutilated notes as long as their serial numbers 
were intactP ”If it has a serial number, I treat it as money.S

Then  the  next  layer  of  the  siege  took  hold0  On  K 
2anuary DMD$, it was con:rmed that banks, card networks, 
payment apps and crowdfunding platforms across the 
world were now blocking transfers into Gaza, even when 
they were small and sent directly to civilian families. This 
was not about who sent the money, it was about where it 
was going.

Ynder Israeli…driven counter…terror :nance rules, Gaza 
had been designated an extreme…risk destination where 
every  dollar  entering  the  –trip  was  now  treated  as 
potentially  criminal.  Fanks  were  warned  that  even 
humanitarian payments could expose them to sanctions 
or loss of dollar…clearing privileges.

?aced with that threat, :nancial institutions chose the 
path of least institutional risk, and the cruellest possible 
outcome for GazaUs population0 they blocked everything.

Transfers  failed  without  explanation,  payments  were 
reversed days later and crowd…funding platforms froze 
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withdrawals. Lelatives abroad discovered that even when 
money was sent, it never arrived. 

With  lawful  channels  closed,  some  donors  turned  to 
cryptocurrency.   outh…led  aid  networks  inside  Gaza 
reported that food, water and medical supplies could now 
only be purchased with digital tokens like Y–1T, because 
traditional transfers were being stopped. One organiser said 
simplyP ”Without crypto, nothing reaches us,S while another 
addedP ”Without Y–1T, we wouldnUt be able to buy even 
a single water tank.S Fut even that escape was dangerousP 
Ghassan –haker received the equivalent of (9K‘ from his 
sister in Nuwait through a local crypto broker0 The money 
vanished. ”I trusted him,S –haker said. ”Fut he never sent it. 
It 6ust disappeared.S

This was what :nancial siege looked like in practice. Aid 
agencies were being forced out, cash was being choked o5 
and private donations were being blocked0 Gaza was not 
only being bombed and starved; it was being :nancially 
erased. This was collective punishment, executed through 
banking systems.

Violence Inside Compliance

The pariah state revealed its contempt for international 
agreements not through open de:ance, but through the 
calculated survival of the cease:re itself. Israel never needed 
to  collapse  the  agreementP  it  functioned  instead  as  a 
tactical  pause,  a mechanism for managing optics while 
retaining full  coercive  control.  Agreement  in  principle 
replaced obligation in fact … the machinery of violence 
slowed, recalibrated and resumed inside the language of 
compliance.
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ACer unilaterally re…imposing a total siege on D ’arch DMDK 
and cutting electricity to Gaza again on BD ’arch, Israel 
launched one of the deadliest assaults of the war on B- 
’arch. The attack was timed to coincide with the pre…dawn 
–ahur meal during Lamadan. It was not military necessity, 
it was terrorism deployed as strategy.

’ore  than  7MM  “alestinians  were  killed  in  a  single 
night, including at least B‘M children. 4ospitals reported 
mass…casualty conditions within minutes and entire families 
were erased before sunrise. ?ormer Israeli peace negotiator 
1aniel Zevy described the calculation behind the timingP 
”1oing this 6ust before the pre…dawn meal during Lamadané 
That was intentional. It wasnUt 6ust about killing, it was about 
desecrating and stirring tensions.S

?or Fen6amin Hetanyahu, collapse…without…collapse served 
immediate  political  survival.  It  delayed  corruption 
proceedings, stabilised a far…right governing coalition and 
rea8rmed a posture of unrestrained dominance through 
violence. Vease:res became interludes for re…arming rather 
than steps toward peace.

The pattern did not end with Lamadan. On BJ October 
DMDK, an explosion in Lafah killed an Israeli soldier.. Israel 
immediately declared the cease:re broken and launched 
retaliatory strikes across Gaza. Within twenty…four hours, 
6ournalists and Y– sources reported that the Lafah blast 
had not been caused by a 4amas ambush, as Hetanyahu 
claimed but was the result of an Israeli bulldozer detonating 
unexploded ordnance leC behind by previous Israeli strikes.

The  declaration  of  violation  remained  in  place0  The 
bombardment continued.
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Ten days later 3 during a declared cease:re 3 Israeli 
airstrikes hit homes, tent shelters, schools and hospital 
zones  across  Gaza,  killing  at  least  forty…six  children 
as  they  slept  and  in6uring  more  than  DKM.  The 
strikes targeted densely…populated areas where displaced 
families had sought refuge from earlier bombardments. 
“aramedics described ”chaotic and horri:cS scenes as 
they pulled the bodies of young children from the rubble.

In the southern –abra neighbourhood of Gaza Vity, three 
women and a man were recovered from beneath the ruins 
of the al…Fanna family home. In the Furei6 refugee camp, 
:ve members of the Abu –harar family were killed when 
their home was jattenedP neighbours said the explosion 
”shook the entire district.S

At Hasser 4ospital in Nhan  ounis, women wept around 
the bodies of Fayan al…–hawaf and her four children, 
killed when a missile struck their tent in the al…’awasi 
displacement camp; the very area Israel had designated 
as a ”safe zone.S 4ospital workers said the children were 
still wearing py6amas. ”This was a massacre,S an exhausted 
emergency worker said. ”Entire families were wiped out 
in seconds.S

4ospitals  already  operating  beyond  capacity  treated 
patients  in  corridors,  stairwells,  and  car  parks  as 
ambulances queued outside. Israel claimed the strikes 
were  retaliation  for  an  alleged  cease:re  violation  by 
4amas, a claim 4amas denied. Ho evidence linking the 
targeted structures  to  militants  was  released.  4uman 
rights organisations warned that deliberate attacks on 
civilian infrastructure during a truce may constitute war 
crimes under international law.
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Fy early 1ecember DMDK,  what  international  o8cials 
continued to describe as a cease:re had produced more 
than 9KM “alestinian deaths, nearly JMM in6uries and over 
$MM documented military violations since it ostensibly 
began on BM October.

GazaUs Government ’edia O8ce recorded the scale of 
this fraud. –ince the cease:re of BM October, Israel had 
committed at least -‘K documented violations, including 
airstrikes, artillery :re, demolitions and sniper attacks. 
’ore than 7BB “alestinians were killed aCer ”peaceS was 
declared. A cease:re that permits systematic killing is not 
a pause in genocide, it is its bureaucratic continuation.

“alestinians faced daily sniper :re, tank shelling, drone 
strikes and aerial bombardments, particularly in areas 
east of the arbitrary ”yellow lineS Israel had drawn across 
more than half the territory... This was day ‘JM of what the 
International Vourt of 2ustice had already characterised 
as genocide.

Children Under Cover

On  DJ  Hovember,  an  Israeli  quadcopter  drone 
targeted  and  killed  two  brothers  in  the  Fani  –uhaila 
neighbourhood of Nhan  ounisP ?athi Abu Aasi was nine 
years old, his brother 2uma was ten.

The boys had leC home that morning to gather :rewood 
to sell in order to buy food and medical supplies for their 
disabled father, who waited for them to return so he could 
set the table. Instead, neighbours rushed to his shelter 
with the news that his children had been killed.
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”I removed the shroud and hugged them,S he said. ”’y 
little 2u6uUs head was blown o5. God rest his soul. 4is arms 
were severed and parts of his torso were gone. ?athiUs 
right hand and leC leg were cut o5.S The Israeli military 
admitted  carrying  out  the  strike,  describing  the  two 
boys as ”suspects who crossed the yellow line, conducted 
suspicious activities on the ground, and approached I1? 
troops0 posing an immediate threat.S

”?ollowing identi:cation,S the statement continued, ”the 
Israeli  Air  ?orce  eliminated  the  suspects  in  order  to 
remove the threat.S Two children gathering :rewood... an 
immediate threat. Eliminated.

YHIVE? reported that at least sixty…seven children had 
been killed in Gaza since the cease:re took e5ect,  an 
average of nearly two children per day.

On 9 1ecember, at least :ve “alestinians, including two 
children,  were killed when an Israeli  drone strike hit 
tents housing displaced people in al…’awasi, igniting the 
shelters and burning families alive. 4ospital sta5 reported 
bodies arriving ”badly charred.S

The pattern was unmistakable; cease:res were not pauses 
in violence but opportunities for more re:ned brutality 
0 moments when families let their guard down, when 
children :nally slept without fear, only to be murdered 
in  that  sleep  by a  state  that  had  learned  the  worldUs 
outrage was toothless. Every preserved cease:re delivered 
the  same  messageP  there  was  no  agreement  Israel 
would honour, no law it would respect, no sanctuary it 
would recognise. “eace itself was weaponisedP not as an 
endpoint, but as cover.
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Gaza writer Aya Al…4attab described what this meant on the 
ground. ”We are now living under a cease:re, or at least that 
is what the Y– and the rest of the world have been telling 
us. Fut in Gaza, we havenUt felt it at all,S she wrote. ”World 
leaders discuss the )day aCerU and :nalise their peace plans, 
proposing and deciding our fate, while we remain in the 
depths of the unknown.[

Punishment of Witness

Those who recorded these crimes were similarly targeted. 
2ournalists like –hireen Abu Akleh, and later the BBD media 
workers killed in the :rst four months of the genocide, 
were eliminated in numbers without precedent. Vameras 
were smashed, the phones of the dead were con:scated 
as ”intelligenceS and :nal uploads were transmitted from 
failing batteries, sometimes minutes before death. This was 
not collateral damage, it was policy.

That policy was formalised by the end of DMDK when on 
DJ 1ecember, IsraelUs defence minister Israel Natz publicly 
con:rmed that foreign 6ournalists would remain barred 
from entering Gaza. 4is 6usti:cation was ”risk to soldiers,S 
but no independent risk assessment was ever produced. 
Access was limited to tightly…controlled military embeds 
whose routes, :lming and interviews were supervised by the 
same army carrying out the destruction.

The ?oreign “ress Association sued the Israeli government, 
warning  that  a  total  ban  on  independent  reporters  in 
an active war zone had no precedent in any democracy. 
The Vommittee to “rotect 2ournalists, Leporters Without 
Forders and the European Froadcasting Ynion issued 6oint 
statements calling the blackout a violation of international 
humanitarian law. When a state decides who is allowed to 
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see a war, it is not protecting security, it is sealing a crime 
scene.

International press organisations warned repeatedly that 
“alestinian reporters were being treated as combatants for 
the act of documentation itself. To witness was to become a 
target, with the record being hunted alongside the people it 
described, with the targeting even extending to aid workers.

In ’arch DMDK, an Israeli drone strike killed eight members 
of the YN…based Al Nhair ?oundation,  including three 
6ournalists,  during  an  agreed  cease:re.  Israeli  claims 
that the group were ”terrorists operating a droneS were 
categorically refuted by the ?oundation, which stated that 
its personnel were erecting shelters for displaced civilians. 
The  pattern  was  circular...  Nilling  produced  evidence 
and evidence produced witnesses. Witnesses were then 
eliminated.

The same logic was applied to humanitarian organisations. 
In 1ecember DMDK, Israel announced that dozens of aid 
groups  3  including  ’"decins  –ans  ?ronti&res,  VALE, 
Oxfam a8liates,  Varitas  and  the  International  Lescue 
Vommittee 3 would be expelled from Gaza unless they 
handed over detailed personal data on their “alestinian and 
international sta5.

Aid agencies warned that compliance would amount to 
forced intelligence cooperation, exposing their workers 
and families to arrest, blacklisting or targeting. ’ore than 
KMM humanitarian and medical workers had already been 
killed. How Israel was demanding their names. YHLWA 
had  been  dismantled  through  the  same  method,  the 
remaining witnesses were being removed.
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The consequences of killing all of these targets rebounded 
inward. Fy ’ay DMDK, the Israeli 1efence ?orces were facing 
a silent epidemicP at least thirty…eight Israeli soldiers were 
suspected to have died by suicide since the war began, 
twenty…one in DMD7 alone; the highest rate in a decade. This 
was not simply post…traumatic stress from combat, it was 
moral in6ury.

The collapse had been chillingly pre:gured more than 
two decades earlier by Israeli academic Arnon –o5er, who 
warned of the psychological toll of endless dominationP ”If 
we want to remain alive, we will have to kill and kill and kill. 
All day, every day0 The only thing that concerns me is how 
to ensure that the boys and men who are going to have to 
do the killing will be able to return home0 and be normal 
human beings.S They could not. The soaring suicide rate was 
the answer.

Was it what they had seen or done that they couldnUt live 
with, or was it knowing that the rest of the world despised 
them for doing it0 so that telling anyone, anywhere, at any 
future point in time that they were an Israeli could expose 
themé

The Sponsors in the Dock

To speak of IsraelUs pariah status without examining its 
patrons is to miss another essential questionP who supplied 
the weapons, the :nancing and the diplomatic protection 
that made this unthinkable event possibleé This was never 
a condition borne by Israel alone0 it radiated outward.

Washington supplied the armour and the protection of 
a veto. It framed the obstruction of humanitarian aid as 
”operational decisionsS and treated international law as 
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advisory, all while fast…tracking a fourteen…billion…dollar 
supplemental arms package.

The medicsU testimonies exposed the consequences. Tens 
of  thousands  of  tons  of  military  equipment  jowed 
uninterrupted, while hospitals documented the absence of 
soap, gloves, antibiotics and anaesthetics. The imbalance was 
not logistical, it was political.

’uch of that tonnage passed through a single point of 
origin that epitomised the quiet machinery of complicityP 
a BDK,MMM…square…foot warehouse in 2ersey Vity, Hew 2ersey, 
at BA Volony Load. According to a 6oint investigation by the 
“alestinian  outh ’ovement and “rogressive International 
released in  Hovember DMDK,  the  anonymous industrial 
facility 3 ringed by rail lines 3 had quietly become one of the 
most important nodes in IsraelUs global weapons pipeline.

?or the :rst eight months of DMDK, it moved more than 
a thousand tons of military cargo to Israel every single 
week.  Inside,  three interconnected Hew 2ersey logistics 
companies 3 Interglobal ?orwarding –ervices, G]F “acking 
Vompany and G]G –ervices 3 performed nearly every stage 
of the supply chainP inspecting, packaging and dispatching 
everything from ’erkava tank parts and ?…B$ components 
to rije ammunition, armoured vehicles and explosives.

All three were owned by the same family 3 the Grossmans 
3 whose freight business dated back to BJ7‘, a year before 
IsraelUs  creation.  Lesearchers found that JB per cent of 
all  Israel…bound military sea cargo not  routed through 
Y– military bases passed through this warehouse alone. 
Fetween 2anuary and late August DMDK, the facility processed 
an average  of  -‘-  tons  of  sea cargo per week,  plus  an 
additional D$9 to KDK tons of air cargo. Air…shipment records 
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were heavily redacted, suggesting the true volume was likely 
far higher.

’ost  sea cargo followed a now…routine pathP  from the 
warehouse to the “ort Hewark3Elizabeth ’arine Terminal, 
loaded onto ’aersk vessels, shipped to Tangier, ’orocco 
and then transferred onto another ’aersk ship bound for 
4aifa. Vargo logs showed frequent shipments destined for 
the Israeli ’inistry of 1efence, as well as ma6or Israeli 
weapons manufacturers such as Lafael Advanced –ystems 
and Israeli ’ilitary Industries. One shipment to I’I in 
DMDK included 97M tons of rije ammunition alone. The 
report concluded bluntlyP the 2ersey Vity warehouse was ”the 
default location for any export of military goods to Israel.S

In one Israeli government document, companies shipping 
weapons  to  the  ’inistry  of  1efence  were  speci:cally 
instructed to label cargo with G]F “ackingUs address. The 
warehouseUs industrial surroundings helped obscure its true 
function. The compound included 4AT’AT rooms for 
inspecting and packaging hazardous materials, including 
explosives and a twenty…four…hour camera system with 
licence…plate readers.

When 6ournalists visited the facility in Hovember DMDK, 
they identi:ed a military vehicle parked behind a fenceP 
a ”1avidS armoured vehicle manufactured in Alabama by 
’T1 Armor Vorporation and used widely by Israeli forces. 
The companiesU contractual ties to Israel stretched back 
decades, coordinated through IsraelUs Hew  ork logistics 
o8ce known as ”the ’issionS and founded in BJ7‘, the same 
year the Grossman family established their freight business.

The ’ission reviewed vendor bids, negotiated purchases, 
approved  contracts  and  coordinated  the  shipment  of 
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equipment, oCen using Interglobal and G]F as primary 
logistics  partners.  The  arrangement  was  enabled  by 
Washington, which provided at least (9.9 billion annually 
in ?oreign ’ilitary ?inancing, plus another (KMM million 
for missile defence; funds that allowed Y– companies to 
manufacture the weapons jowing through 2ersey Vity.

The Venter for International “olicy reported that the Ynited 
–tates delivered nearly (7.D billion in military equipment to 
Israel between October DMD9 and ’ay DMDK alone. 1espite 
internal Y– government brie:ngs in spring DMD7 con:rming 
to “resident Fiden that Israel was deliberately obstructing 
humanitarian aid 3 a :nding that under Y– law should have 
triggered an immediate suspension of military support, 
nothing changed and the supply chain remained intact.

Vomplicity  was  no  longer  abstract...  It  had  addresses, 
contracts, shipping manifests and weekly tonnage :gures. 
The  genocide  was  not  only  enabled  by  ideology  and 
rhetoric, but by forkliCs, rail spurs, customs forms and 
insurance policies. This was not a failure of oversight, it was 
administration.

Planning Gaza’s Future Without Palestinians

If  the  bombing  destroyed  GazaUs  present  and  the 
arms pipeline sustained its destruction, the Vivil…’ilitary 
Voordination Venter UV’VVV revealed something more 
chillingP GazaUs future was already being designed, in rooms 
where no “alestinian was allowed to speak.

?rom American docks, the chain of control ran inland0 
In October DMDK, the Ynited –tates established a V’VV in 
Niryat Gat, a non…descript Israeli town twelve miles from the 
Gaza border. The centre was presented as a hub to monitor 
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the cease:re,  coordinate humanitarian access  and plan 
GazaUs reconstruction under 1onald TrumpUs twenty…point 
framework. Giant copies of the document were displayed 
throughout the building, but what unfolded inside exposed 
how GazaUs future was actually being decided, and by whom.

Israeli operatives conducted widespread surveillance of 
Y– forces  and allied  delegations  stationed at  the  base, 
according to sources briefed on disputes over open and 
covert recordings of meetings and internal discussions. The 
scale of the monitoring became so extensive that the Y– 
commander, Zt Gen “atrick ?rank, summoned his Israeli 
counterpart and demanded that ”recording has to stop here.S

–ta5  and  visitors  from  other  countries  raised  similar 
concernsP  some  were  advised  not  to  share  sensitive 
information for fear it could be collected and exploited. 
The Israeli military dismissed the allegations as ”absurd,S 
claiming  the  I1? merely ”documents  and  summarises 
meetings0 as any professional organisation of this nature 
does.S

When Y– and Israeli media reported that Israel was ceding 
authority  over  what  entered  Gaza  to  the  Y–  military, 
the reality was di5erent. Two months into the cease:re, 
Washington possessed leverage, but Israel retained control 
of GazaUs perimeter and all entry points. ”We didnUt take over 
WaidX,S one Y– o8cial explained. ”It is an integration. It is 
hand in glove. They remain the hand, and the V’VV has 
become the glove over that hand.S

Y–  forces  deployed  to  the  V’VV  included  logistics 
experts trained to operate in natural disasters or hostile 
terrain. They arrived expecting to increase aid jows but 
soon discovered that Israeli restrictions 3 not engineering 
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challenges 3 were the primary obstacle, and within weeks, 
several dozen had leC.

Items as  basic  as  pencils  and paper required to restart 
schools were barred without explanation. Tent poles and 
chemicals  needed  for  water  puri:cation  remained  on 
”dual…useS restriction lists, prohibited on the grounds they 
could theoretically be repurposed for military use.

The most revealing feature of the V’VV was who was 
absent0 The centre brought together military planners from 
the Ynited –tates, Israel, the Ynited Ningdom and the Ynited 
Arab Emirates. 1iplomats and humanitarian organisations 
were invited to attend discussions. “alestinians were not.

There  were  no  representatives  of  “alestinian  civilian 
institutions, humanitarian organisations, or the “alestinian 
Authority stationed at the centre or invited into planning 
sessions. Attempts to include “alestinians via video link 
were  repeatedly cut  o5 by Israeli  o8cials.  Y– military 
planning  documents  avoided  the  words Palestine  and 
Palestinian,  referring  instead  to  GazaUs  inhabitants  as 
”Gazans.S TrumpUs plan nominally recognised “alestinian 
aspirations to statehood and promised seats in a temporary 
administration.  In  practice,  GazaUs  future  was  being 
designed in a building where “alestinian voices were not 
merely absent but actively excluded.

The interior of the V’VV resembled a dystopian start…up. 
A cavernous, windowless hall was carpeted with astroturf. 
Whiteboards  divided  the  space  into  informal  clusters 
where  soldiers  mixed with  diplomats  and aid  workers. 
Vorporate language arrived with the troops. “alestinians 
were sometimes described as ”end users.S
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Flithe  mnemonics  organised  the  work...  ”Wellness 
WednesdaysS focused on restoring hospitals that had been 
systematically bombed. ”Thirsty ThursdaysS addressed 
public  services  in  a  place  where  children  had  been 
killed while collecting water and disease spread through 
collapsing sanitation. The building itself carried a grim 
residueP  it  had  previously  been  used  by  the  Gaza 
4umanitarian ?oundation, whose food…distribution sites 
became death traps for hundreds of “alestinians. Franded 
products from the now…defunct organisation remained 
piled in the basement.

’any diplomats and aid workers were deeply uneasy 
about participating.  They worried the V’VV blurred 
military and humanitarian roles, excluded “alestinians 
from  planning  their  own  future,  lacked  a  clear 
international mandate and risked violating international 
law.   et  they  also  feared  that  disengagement  would 
leave GazaUs future entirely in the hands of Israel and 
newly…arrived Y– military planners unfamiliar with the 
territory they were redesigning. ”This is the only chance 
we have of the Americans listening,S one diplomat said. 
”We 6ust donUt know how much time and energy to invest.S

That mandate arrived weeks later 3 and with it, the :nal 
hollowing of international law.

On B‘ Hovember DMDK, the YH –ecurity Vouncil adopted 
Lesolution  D-M9,  endorsing  what  Washington  called  a 
”comprehensive planS to end the Gaza conjict. In practice, 
the resolution codi:ed the very architecture of exclusion 
taking shape in Niryat Gat. At an online seminar hosted by 
–OA– Yniversity of Zondon in 1ecember, two former senior 
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YH o8cials warned that the resolution marked a moment of 
institutional collapse. 

Vraig ’okhiber, former head of the Hew  ork o8ce of 
the YH 4igh Vommissioner for 4uman Lights, described 
Lesolution  D-M9  as  ”a  mechanism  of  Israeli  and  Y– 
oppression with a YH stamp of approval0 The YH appears 
to have gone full colonial two years into the genocide,S 
he said. The resolution created a Y–…led ”Foard of “eaceS 
and an ”International –tabilisation ?orce,S both ultimately 
answerable to 1onald Trump. The plan annexed to the 
resolution granted Israel the right to continue occupying 
Gaza until Israel and the Foard together decided otherwise.

”If you read the Trump plan,S ’okhiber said, ”it is 1onald 
Trump himself 3 like Ning Zeopold 3 who has e5ectively 
become the owner of  Gaza under this  resolution.S The 
resolution authorised Israel to maintain a so…called ”security 
perimeterS covering approximately half of Gaza inde:nitely, 
in direct contradiction of rulings by the International Vourt 
of 2ustice. “alestinian self…determination was deferred to an 
unde:ned future, sub6ect to Y– veto.

”Hot since the YH purported to partition “alestine against 
the will of the indigenous people,S ’okhiber said, ”has the 
YH acted in such a baldly colonial, unlawful and ultra vires 
way.S 2onathan Whitt, until recently acting head of the YH 
O8ce for the Voordination of 4umanitarian A5airs in the 
occupied “alestinian territory, warned that the resolution 
entrenched an ”architecture of fragmentation.S

Ynder  IsraelUs  doctrine,  “alestinians  remaining  in 
designated ”red zonesS were treated as outside the scope 
of protection.  ”WeUve seen this throughout my time in 
Gaza,S Whitt said. ”Those who donUt move when theyUre 
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ordered to move become ineligible  for protection and 
are essentially killed0 The Ynited –tates cannot claim to 
defend a rules…based order while subverting those rules,S he 
concluded. ”The emperor has no clothes.S

The V’VV and Lesolution D-M9 together formed a single 
structureP  operational  exclusion  underwritten  by  legal 
:ction. GazaUs future was not being negotiated. It was being 
administered without its people0 Fy late DMDK, the V’VVUs 
role was already waning. 1ozens of Y– military sta5 sent 
in October had returned to their home bases aCer their 
remit concluded. 1esigning an abstract future for Gaza in a 
political vacuum proved easier than implementing it.

Israel insisted the cease:re would not progress until 4amas 
was demilitarised. Heither the Ynited –tates nor its allies had 
a plan for achieving what two years of bombardment had 
failed to deliver. Asked about a timeline for implementation, 
one Y– o8cial declined to provide one. ”The Y– military 
is not at the heart of this,S he said. ”It falls more into the 
political world.S

The architecture remained, the future did not. Fy late DMDK, 
the erasure of Gaza had acquired a :nal logicP those who had 
not been killed, starved, or biologically damaged were now 
to be removed.

The Silent Expulsion

While  political  leaders  congratulated  themselves  for 
preserving a cease:re, Israel pressed ahead with what human 
rights experts described as a coordinated strategy to drive 
out GazaUs remaining population. Western media frequently 
framed these measures as humanitarian logistics rather than 
coercive policy, obscuring their cumulative e5ect.
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An Israeli o8cial told the Associated “ress that the Lafah 
crossing would open only for “alestinians exiting Gaza, 
not for those seeking to return. That was not relief, it was 
expulsion.

Earlier in DMDK, Israel established a discreet bureaucratic 
arm known as the Roluntary ’igration Administration... 
Its function was not persuasion but attritionP to make life 
unliveable, then label jight ”choice.S Leports emerged of 
in6ured “alestinians permitted to leave Gaza for medical 
treatment only if they signed documents pledging never to 
return; exit became conditional on erasure.

WashingtonUs  reconstruction  proposals  envisioned 
”alternative  safe  communitiesS  described  as  fenced 
compounds of prefabricated housing units or converted 
shipping containers, each with shared toilets and showers. 
These were presented as interim solutions to displacement, 
replacing neighbourhoods Israel had jattened. Eligibility 
depended on security vetting that excluded anyone who 
had ever received a salary from 4amas, even in a civilian 
capacity, and anyone related to someone who had. Even if 
a pilot pro6ect began immediately, it would take at least six 
months to house the :rst DK,MMM people, barely one per cent 
of GazaUs population. This was not rebuilding, it was sorting.

As Gaza was rendered uninhabitable, a parallel economy 
took shape elsewhere. “olitically connected contractors 
and foreign :rms began positioning themselves to control 
reconstruction,  logistics  and  aid  delivery.  Internal  Y– 
planning documents described Gaza not as a humanitarian 
emergency, but as a commercial opportunity. ”Everybody 
and their brother is trying to get a piece of this,S said ’att 
’ichelsen, founder of the ?lorida…based :rm Gothams ZZV. 
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”“eople are treating this like another Iraq or Afghanistan. 
TheyUre trying to get rich o5 it.S

“roposals circulated for a single ”master contractorS to 
control humanitarian trucking, charging fees per vehicle 
even  as  aid  remained  blocked.  4umanitarian  experts 
warned the scheme would monetise access to a population 
still under siege. ”This isnUt humanitarianism,S said Amed 
Nhan, an American medical aid provider who has worked in 
Gaza. ”ItUs disaster capitalism, and Gaza is the disaster.S

1estruction had become the opening act of pro:t, with 
reconstruction imagined not as restoration for “alestinians, 
but as extraction without accountability. The cease:re, in 
this design, functioned not as a step toward return but as a 
corridor of departure. 

The Architecture of Removal

IsraelUs shock recognition of –omaliland did not land as a 
quirky diplomatic curiosity, but rather as an alarm bell.

In late 1ecember DMDK, Israel became the :rst state in the 
world to recognise the self…declared Lepublic of –omalilandP 
a breakaway territory carved out of –omalia that no Ynited 
Hations member had previously acknowledged as sovereign. 
“eter 4agar of the  ouTube channel Levolutionary Vhange 
6oked incredulously during his showP ”Israel recognising 
–omaliland is like Harnia recognising Atlantis.S

Within days, the recognition triggered emergency sessions 
at  the  Ynited  Hations  and  protests  in  –omalia,  whose 
president, 4assan –heikh ’ohamud, publicly stated that his 
governmentUs intelligence services believed –omaliland had 
agreed to three core conditions in exchange for recognitionP 
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to accept “alestinians displaced from Gaza, to host Israeli 
military facilities and to 6oin the Abraham Accords.

1iplomats from “akistan, Arab Zeague states and multiple 
African countries repeated versions of this claim before the 
YH –ecurity Vouncil, warning that IsraelUs move appeared 
to be tied to “alestinian relocation. The allegation was not 
that Israel was seeking allies, but that it was constructing a 
geographic outlet for a population it no longer intended to 
allow to remain.

Gaza had already been rendered uninhabitable 0 once 
a territory is made unliveable, removal no longer needs 
to  be  declared,  it  happens  by  force  of  conditions. 
Western and Israeli o8cials had explored ”third…countryS 
options throughout DMDK but –omaliland o5ered something 
uniquely valuableP a politically weak, diplomatically…isolated 
territory that could be bound by patronage and security 
dependency.

This is how population transfers are built in the twenty…:rst 
century;  not  with  trains  and  barbed  wire,  but  with 
development aid, security co…operation and the language 
of humanitarian relocation. –omaliland was not recognised 
because  it  was  a  state,  but  because  it  might  become a 
destination.

GazaUs future was being planned not around who would 
live there, but around who would be permitted to remain0 
On D9 1ecember DMDK,  IsraelUs  defence minister made 
that  intent  explicit.  ”We are  deep in  Gaza and we will 
never leave all of it,S Israel Natz declared. ”Ho such thing 
will happen.S 4e announced plans to establish permanent 
Israeli communities in northern Gaza under the Garinei 
Nahal programmeP military units that transition into civilian 
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settlements. What had been inferred was now stated, the 
erasure of the future was policy.

Pariah Economy, Pariah Culture

“ariah status hardened into economic reality as an industry 
that had long marketed itself as ”defenceS encountered a 
cost it had never been forced to price in before, namely 
reputational exposure grounded not in allegation but in 
evidence.

The Horwegian –overeign Wealth ?und divested, pension 
funds in Hew  ork and Valifornia inserted genocide clauses 
into their charters, procurement o8cers began invoking 
”due diligenceS in earnest and banks started factoring legal 
and evidentiary risk into lending and insurance decisions, 
not comprehensively or uniformly, but with e5ects that were 
visible and cumulative.

Vontracts were cancelled or deferredP the 1imona battery 
gigafactory pro6ect was placed on inde:nite hold, Intel 
suspended its planned multi…billion…dollar expansion of its 
Niryat Gat semiconductor plant and ma6or defence and 
security exhibitions began restricting IsraelUs o8cial access, 
including ?ranceUs decision to bar Israeli :rms from the 
Eurosatory arms fair and FritainUs decision to exclude Israeli 
government o8cials from the 1–EI exhibition. These were 
not symbolic gestures but institutional decisions shaped by 
compliance risk, political pressure and the rising cost of 
association.

The  economy,  in  other  words,  absorbed  a  truth  long 
obscured by power, which is that markets depend on belief 
and that belief does not survive sustained public exposure 
to mass civilian harm.
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Vultural institutions responded not by silencing speech 
but by withdrawing funding, platforms and prestige. ?ilm 
festivals ended sponsorship relationships, theatres refused 
the  pretext  of  false  balance  and  cultural  organisations 
ad6usted programmes rather than proceed as if nothing had 
happened, developments that forced critics to confront the 
reality that claims of being ”apoliticalS had long functioned 
as a shelter for the comfortable rather than a position of 
neutrality.

Where institutions did intervene directly, the line between 
protection  and  censorship  became  clear.  The  FFVUs 
condemnation of musician Fob RylanUs Glastonbury set, 
aCer a crowd chanted violent slogans targeting the Israeli 
military and a police investigation followed, showed how 
far some cultural authorities were willing to go to shield 
a foreign armed force from even non…material protest. As 
the group Nneecap observed in response, the issue was not 
safety or incitement but control of the narrative.

Alongside institutional withdrawal, an independent cultural 
response emerged outside o8cial platforms. ?ilms were 
assembled  from  smuggled  footage,  theatre  was  built 
from testimony and a8davits and musicians combined 
traditional forms with protest and lament. The ke8yeh did 
not circulate as fashion but as continuity, marking Gaza not 
as a moment but as a permanent presence in global cultural 
life.

Leligion, long tied to state power and nationalism, was 
also forced into a reckoning. When IsraelUs –upreme Vourt 
invoked the biblical :gure of Amalek to 6ustify starvation, 
religious language itself came under scrutiny, prompting 
dissent  within  2ewish  communities  as  synagogues  and 
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organisations reclaimed 2udaism from state violence and 
rooted it in ethical refusal, most visibly in declarations of 
”Hot in our nameS by groups such as 2ewish Roice for “eace.

In  churches  that  had  preached  reconciliation  while 
famine advanced, congregations thinned or withdrew, while 
elsewhere churches returned to the language of the biblical 
prophets, reading their condemnations of in6ustice and 
starvation as descriptions of the present rather than as 
distant  history.  In  mosques,  grief  was  channelled  into 
sustained civic work through legal defence funds, voter 
registration drives and long…term organising, as faith moved 
out of abstraction and into public life.

The Humanitarian Catastrophe

While  leaders  congratulated  themselves  on  preserving 
a  cease:re,  D.D  million  “alestinians  remained con:ned 
to  6ust  7D  per  cent  of  GazaUs  pre…war  land  area.  YH 
agencies reported that -B per cent of GazaUs housing stock 
had  been  destroyed  or severely damaged.  Hine  in  ten 
“alestinians were displaced or without permanent shelter 
aCer winter rainstorms washed away thousands of tents. 
–ewage overjowed into displacement camps and YHIVE? 
warned of looming outbreaks of water…borne disease as 
cases of acute watery diarrhoea surged.

Additionally, the Ynited Hations Lelief and Works Agency 
reported that Israel was blocking approximately $,MMM aid 
trucks; enough food and relief to sustain GazaUs population 
for three months. ’edical Aid for “alestinians found that 
less than :ve per cent of aid oYoaded consisted of medical 
supplies, despite systematic attacks on every hospital in the 
territory and at Hasser ’edical Vomplex, forty…two essential 
medical items were at zero stock. A single VT scanner served 
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hundreds of thousands and an estimated KK,MMM pregnant 
women remained in Gaza under siege conditions.

In Hovember DMDK, the YH Vommittee Against Torture 
reported credible evidence that Israel was operating a de 
facto policy of organised and widespread tortureP beatings, 
dog attacks, electrocution, waterboarding, sexual violence, 
forced nudity, surgeries without anaesthesia. Torture was 
not an aberration, it was administrative. 

The  medical  profession  was  not  exempt  from  this 
administrative logic0 –ome eight years previously, more 
than  B,MMM  “alestinian  political  prisoners  launched  a 
mass hunger strike to protest prolonged isolation, denial 
of medical care and inde:nite administrative detention 
without  chargeP  The  Israeli  stateUs  response  was  not 
negotiation, but preparation for medical coercion.

In  a  formal  letter dated  9B  ’ay DMB‘,  the  YN medical 
organisation ’edact warned that Israeli authorities were 
planning to compel physicians to force…treat and force…feed 
hunger…striking prisoners. The letter, addressed to 1r ’ark 
“orter, then chair of the Fritish ’edical Association council, 
cited directives from IsraelUs ’inistry of 4ealth instructing 
hospitals  to replace doctors who refused to participate 
with those willing to do so.  It  also described plans for 
prison…based medical units and a :eld hospital operated 
with ’agen 1avid Adom and the Israeli military.

’edactUs  director,  1r 1avid  ’cVoy,  warned  that  such 
measures would constitute a grave violation of medical 
ethics. Viting the World ’edical AssociationUs 1eclaration 
of  ’alta,  the  letter  stressed  that  force…feeding  hunger 
strikers is ”un6usti:ableS and that physicians must resist 
coercion rather than administer it0 The concern was not 
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hypotheticalP Israeli legislation passed in DMBK explicitly 
authorised  force…feeding  of  hunger…striking  prisoners, 
overriding  medical  consent  and  ethical  ob6ection.  In 
this framework, medicine ceased to function as care, it 
became another administrative instrument; tasked not with 
preserving life as dignity, but with breaking resistance while 
maintaining biological viability. Torture did not always wear 
a uniform, sometimes it wore a white coat.

The violence did not end only in bodies... it metastasised 
inward. As the war dragged on, Israeli soldiers began to 
describe not victory or defence, but moral disintegration. 
Testimonies  collected  by  the  veteransU  organisation 
Freaking  the  –ilence  revealed  units  operating  without 
meaningful  rules  of  engagement,  commanders  issuing 
contradictory or deliberately vague orders, and soldiers 
unsure whether any limit still existed.

”At :rst they talked about intent,S one reservist recalled. 
”Then ability. Then necessity. Fy the end, none of that 
mattered. We had the means, so we used them.S Another 
described neighbourhoods designated as free…:re zonesP ”If 
something moved, it was a target. That included children. 
That included animals. That included nothing at all.S

What  emerged was  not  a  series  of  isolated  abuses  but 
the collapse of  military doctrine itself.  The distinction 
between combatant and civilian was no longer eroded; it was 
discarded. –oldiers spoke of operating in an environment 
where restraint was perceived as weakness and hesitation as 
disloyalty. The result was not only the destruction of Gaza, 
but the corrosion of those tasked with carrying it out.

–everal described returning home unable to reconcile their 
actions with any moral framework. ”I donUt know what we 
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became,S one said. ”All thatUs leC is shame.S The war had 
not only erased “alestinian futures; it had hollowed out the 
ethical core of the force that prosecuted it... and yet, within 
this devastation, voices endured.

“alestinian animators 4anin Nhuras, –horouq 1arwish and 
Hour Awad worked with displaced children from al…Huseirat 
camp and 1eir al…Falah to create the stop…motion :lm 
When –he ZeC, Zife Floomed as a way of processing trauma. 
“roduced by Animation Vommunity 7 “alestine, the :lm 
told a story of loss and rebirth in which an elderly woman, 
wounded by an explosion, becomes transparent and begins 
to fade. ?rom her disappearing body, red roses emerge and 
driC with the wind. They land, take root, and bring colour 
back to barren land.

The  children  who  made  that  :lm  …  recording  their 
own annihilation frame…by…frame while the worldUs most 
powerful states supplied the weapons and blocked the exits 
… may never see it shown, but still they spoke. This is what 
witness means when witness is all that remains.

GazaUs record did not become a static museum of horror, 
it became a working workshop. Reri:cation ceased to be 
scepticism and became ethics. Hames remained names 3 
 ara, ’ahmoud, Alaa 3 even as the numbers climbed, the 
tally accused and the names consoled.

2ustice began moving faster than empires and universal 
6urisdiction  shed  inertia.  Export  licences  demanded 
6usti:cation measured in lives saved,  while universities 
severed partnerships embedded in atrocity, ethics codes 
named participation in violence as malpractice0 The age of 
impunity fractured under sustained attention.
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Final Reckoning

Ho  empire  has  ever collapsed  because  a  sentence  was 
well…turned, but sentences can teach patience and patience 
can sustain change.

Gaza was meant to be erased, but instead it forced memory 
into permanence.

On winter mornings, when the tide recedes, GazaUs glittering 
shoreline will reveal what the water hidP a chipped blue 
kitchen tile, a spoon bent by some unimaginable force, a 
childUs shoe caked in salt. Each is ordinary, and each is proof.

If  the future :nds us worthy, it  will  not be because we 
perfected language.  It  will  be because,  having seen,  we 
learned to count, to keep, to change, and carried those habits 
forward.

The archive endures. The names endure. The vow endures.

Fy  late  DMDK,  the  silence  that  had  sustained  Western 
consensus had :nally fractured. Arguments once treated 
as unspeakable entered mainstream discourse, not because 
they  were  radical,  but  because  the  evidence  had 
overwhelmed the frame that excluded them.

On BD 1ecember DMDK, conservative broadcaster Tucker 
Varlson devoted a prime…time monologue to questioning 
whether unconditional Y– support for Israel still served 
American interests at all. The signi:cance was not VarlsonUs 
conclusions,  but  the fact  that  the argument could now 
be made openly on a mainstream platform. The question 
had shiCed from whether criticism was permissible to why 
unquestioned obedience had ever been treated as immune 
from scrutiny. When taboo collapses, obedience follows it.
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?rom GazaUs ruins, the world received its severest exam.

This book exists because erasure is already underway. Zong 
before the rubble is cleared, the struggle over meaning will 
begin over what is remembered, what is minimised and what 
is denied. Archives are not neutral; they are built by those 
who refuse to let violence pass into abstraction.

“ALIA4 is not an argument for sympathy, nor a petition for 
mercy. It is a record, and records endure precisely because 
they stand where forgetting is most convenient.
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Out of this wreckage came something unanticipated: witness. 

Millions  of  people,  unconnected  by  nation  or  faith, 
saw  through  the  fog  of  propaganda  and  recognised 
one another in grief. They kept the images, shared the 
testimony, preserved the evidence. Against the apparatus 
of  erasure,  these  consciences  built  the  world's  :rst 
collective archive of truth. This is what remains when 
the dust settlesE not victory, not defeat, but record... the 
names, the dates, the faces and the proof.

qvery fragment preserved is a refusal to forget, every 
memory passed on is a juiet act of Wustice. ’e don2t yet 
know the true total of people killed in this assault, but 
more than 50; Wournalists were killed ensuring the world 
would see. They died with cameras in their hands and 
truth on their lipsG their record became the conscience of 
our time.

zaIa changed the world because it forced humanity to see 
itselfE its cruelty, its indi4erence and its endurance. The 
mirror it held up did not shatter. 3t remains, and in it, no 
nation can hide from what it did, or failed to do, while 
zaIa burned. 
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3t e0posed the moral e0haustion of empire and the strength 
of those who have nothing le1 but truth. 3n that sense, zaIa 
did not die in vain, it became a measure of conscience.

2o one will ever be able to claim they did not know.

The future will be written by those who remember, may they 
never let the world forget.
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If I must die

you must live 

to tell my story

to sell my things 

to buy a piece of cloth 

and some strings

(make it white with a long tail)

so that a child, somewhere in Gaza 

while looking heaven in the eye

awaiting his dad who le- in a blaze

and bid no"one farewell

not even to his #esh 

not even to himself

sees the kite, my kite you made, #ying up above

and thinks for a moment an angel is there 

bringing back love

If I must die 

let it bring hope

let it be a tale
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Dr Refaat Alareer, author of the poem ‘If I must die’, 
was a 44-year-old Palestinian professor from Gaza.  On 6 

December, 2023, he was killed by an Israeli airstrike along 
with his family aœer posting this haunting cri de cTur to 
social media. vo this day, it resonates globally and was 

translated into dozens of languages, recited publicly and 
used as a tribute to honour the li-es of all Palestinians who 

continue to be killed by Israel.
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Glossary

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS & LEGAL BODIES

COGAT (Coordinator  of  Government  Activities  in  the 
Territories)  -  The Israeli  military unit  that  administers 
civilian  apairs  in  the  occuPied  .alestinian  territories, 
COGAT controls all humanitarian aidz commercial imPorts 
and movement of PeoPle into and out of GaWa and the Best 
kanb, It serves as the liaison wetHeen the Israeli military and 
.alestinian civilian authorities,

RFj (Rind FaLaw joundation) - ge2al advocacy or2anisation 
estawlished in 040x and named aEer si6-year-old Rind 
FaLawz Hho Has billed wy Israeli tanb 5re in GaWa, The RFj 
Pursues universal Lurisdiction cases a2ainst Israeli military 
and Political oMcials in 3uroPean courtsz 5lin2 over N4 
comPlaints wy late 040Dz accordin2 to its Puwlicly rePorted 
5lin2s and statements, The foundation has wecome a symwol 
of  decentralised  Lustice  Hhen international  institutions 
move sloHly,

ICC  (International  Criminal  Court)  -  An  indePendent 
international triwunal wased in The Ra2ue that Prosecutes 
individuals for 2enocidez  crimes a2ainst humanityz  Har 
crimesz and the crime of a22ression, On 04 Yay 040xz the 
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ICC .rosecutor announced he Has seebin2 arrest Harrants 
for Israeli .rime Yinister kenLamin Jetanyahu and former 
Uefence Yinister qoav Gallant for crimes a2ainst humanity 
and Har crimes in GaWa, On 0S Jovemwer 040xz the ICC 
issued the Harrants,

IC' (International Court of 'ustice) - The PrinciPal Ludicial 
or2an  of  the  "nited  Jationsz  wased  in  The  Ra2uez 
Jetherlands, Also bnoHn as the Borld Court, The IC' settles 
le2al disPutes wetHeen states and 2ives advisory oPinions on 
le2al 9uestions referred wy "J or2ans, On 0N 'anuary 040xz 
the IC' ruled on 8outh Africa/s case alle2in2 Israeli 2enocide 
in GaWaz 5ndin2 the alle2ations :Plausiwle: for the PurPose of 
Provisional measures and orderin2 Provisional measures,

.RFI (.hysicians for Ruman Fi2hts Israel) - Israeli human 
ri2hts or2anisation that documents violations of medical 
ethics and the ri2ht to health in the occuPied territories and 
Israel/s detention system, .RFI/s investi2ations documented 
at least 7– .alestinian deaths in Israeli custody durin2 the 
GaWa Har,

.FC8  (.alestine  Fed  Crescent  8ociety)  -  The 

.alestinian  national  Fed  CrossZFed  Crescent  societyz 
Providin2 emer2ency medical servicesz amwulancesz and 
humanitarian  assistance  in  the  occuPied  .alestinian 
territories, YultiPle .FC8 Paramedics and amwulances Here 
tar2eted durin2 the GaWa Harz includin2 the amwulance sent 
to rescue si6-year-old Rind FaLaw,

"JFBA ("nited Jations  Felief  and Borbs  A2ency for 
.alestine Fefu2ees) - "J a2ency estawlished in S7x7 to 
Provide assistance and Protection to .alestinian refu2ees, 
"JFBA oPerates schoolsz health clinicsz and social services 
in GaWaz the Best kanbz 'ordanz gewanonz and 8yria, Israel 
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has rePeatedly accused "JFBA of ties to Ramas and in 
040x Passed le2islation epectively wannin2 its oPerations in 
Israeli-controlled territory,

HISTORICAL EVENTS & OPERATIONS

Jabwa (Arawic& :The CatastroPhe:) - The S7xKQS7x7 mass 
disPlacement  and  disPossession  of  .alestinians  durin2 
the estawlishment of the state of Israelz as documented 
wy Israeliz .alestinianz and international historians, Over 
KD4z444 .alestinians Here e6Pelled or ;ed from their homesz 
and more than D44 villa2es Here destroyed, .alestinians 
commemorate the Jabwa annually on Yay SD, The event is 
central to .alestinian collective memory and identity,

Ueir qassin Yassacre (7 APril  S7x–)  -  Attacb wy %ionist 
Paramilitary 2rouPs Ir2un and gehi  on the .alestinian 
villa2e  of  Ueir  qassin  near 'erusalemz  billin2  over S44 
villa2ers  includin2 Homen and children,  The massacre 
sPread Panic across .alestine and accelerated the mass 
e6odus of .alestinians durin2 the Nakba,

The 8i6-Uay Bar (S7NK) - Bar in Hhich Israel caPtured the 
Best kanbz GaWa 8triPz 8inai .eninsulaz and Golan Rei2hts, 
Israel has militarily occuPied the Best kanb and GaWa (until 
044D HithdraHal of settlements) ever sincez creatin2 the le2al 
and Political frameHorb of occuPation that continues to the 
Present,

jirst Intifada  (S7–KQS771)  -  .alestinian  uPrisin2 a2ainst 
Israeli occuPationz characterised wy stribesz woycottsz and 
stone-throHin2 wy .alestinian youth, The lar2ely nonviolent 
resistance Has met Hith harsh Israeli military resPonse, 
The Intifada led to the Oslo Accordsz Hhich estawlished the 
.alestinian Authority,
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8econd Intifada (0444Q044D) - Yore violent .alestinian 
uPrisin2  folloHin2  the  collaPse  of  Peace  ne2otiations, 
Yarbed wy suicide womwin2s a2ainst Israeli civilians and 
maLor  Israeli  military  oPerations  in  .alestinian  citiesz 
includin2 the sie2e of 'enin refu2ee camP in 0440,

OPeration Cast gead (044–Q0447) - Three-Heeb Israeli 
military assault on GaWa that billed over Szx44 .alestiniansz 
more  than  half  of  them  civilians,  Israel  claimed  the 
oPeration tar2eted Ramas rocbet 5re, The "J/s Goldstone 
FePort found evidence of Har crimes wy woth sides wut 
Primarily wy Israel,

OPeration  .illar  of  Uefence  (04S0)  -  3i2ht-day Israeli 
oPeration  in  GaWa  that  billed  over  SN4  .alestinians  in 
sustained  womwardment,  ke2an  Hith  assassination  of 
Ramas military chief Ahmed al-'awari,

OPeration .rotective 3d2e (04Sx) - DS-day Israeli military 
oPeration  in  GaWa  that  billed  over  0zS44  .alestiniansz 
includin2  aPPro6imately  D44  children,  The  oPeration 
included a 2round invasion and e6tensive womwardment of 
civilian areas, Israel claimed it Has resPondin2 to Ramas 
rocbet 5re and tunnel construction,

K Octower 0401 -  Ramas-led  attacb on southern Israel 
that billed aPPro6imately Sz044 Israelisz mostly civiliansz 
and toob awout 0x4 hosta2es, The attacb tri22ered Israel/s 
massive military assault on GaWa, Initial Israeli claims awout 
the attacb/s detailsz includin2 systematic raPe and weheaded 
wawiesz Here later revisedz retractedz or not suwstantiated wy 
suwse9uent investi2ationsz thou2h the fundamental horror 
of civilian deaths remained undisPuted,
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YA88ACF38 ? ATFOCITI38 (Ristorical Feference)

’in2  Uavid  Rotel  komwin2  (S7xN)  -  Terrorist  attacb 
wy  %ionist  militant  2rouP  Ir2un  (led  wy  future  .rime 
Yinister Yenachem ke2in) a2ainst kritish administrative 
head9uarters  in  Yandatory .alestine,  ’illed  7S  PeoPle 
includin2  0–  kritishz  xS  Arawsz  and  SK  'eHs,  At 
the timez contemPorary kritish 2overnment statements 
and international  media e6Plicitly called Ir2un :'eHish 
terrorists,:

Viwya Yassacre (S7D1) - Israeli military raid led wy Ariel 
8haron  on  the  'ordanian  Best  kanb  villa2e  of  Viwya 
that  billed  N7  .alestinian  civiliansz  mostly Homen and 
children shelterin2 in their homes, jorty-5ve houses Here 
demolished, The oPeration Has Part of Israel/s :retriwution 
Policy: a2ainst .alestinian in5ltration,

8awra and 8hatila Yassacre (S7–0) - Yass billin2 of wetHeen 
xN4 and 1zD44 .alestinian and gewanese 8hia civilians in 
refu2ee camPs in keirutz gewanonz carried out wy gewanese 
Christian .halan2ist militias Hhile Israeli forces surrounded 
the camPs and Prevented escaPe, Israeli defence minister 
Ariel  8haron Has  found :Personally resPonsiwle: wy an 
Israeli in9uiry, The massacre remains emwlematic of Israeli 
comPlicity in atrocities a2ainst .alestinian refu2ees,

'enin Fefu2ee CamP (0440) - gar2e-scale Israeli military 
oPeration  durin2  the  8econd Intifada  in  Hhich  forces 
wulldoWed entire sections of the 'enin refu2ee camP Hith 
families still inside, The e6act death toll remains disPutedz 
in Part wecause Israel owstructed "J fact-5ndin2 eports, 
8urvivors  descriwed  systematic  e6ecutions  and  use  of 
.alestinian civilians as human shields,
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LEGAL & POLITICAL CONCEPTS

Genocide -  "nder the S7x– Genocide Conventionz  acts 
committed Hith intent  to destroyz  in Hhole or in Partz 
a nationalz ethnicz racialz or reli2ious 2rouP, These acts 
include& billin2 memwers of the 2rouPÓ causin2 serious 
wodily or mental harmÓ deliwerately in;ictin2 conditions 
calculated to wrin2 awout Physical destructionÓ imPosin2 
measures  to  Prevent  wirthsÓ  and  forciwly  transferrin2 
children,  The le2al  de5nition re9uires  Provin2 sPeci5c 
intent (dolus sPecialis)z not Lust the scale of billin2, In IC' 
Proceedin2s at the Provisional-measures sta2ez the Court 
assesses Hhether ri2hts under the Genocide Convention are 
Plausiwle and at risbz Hhich is a loHer threshold than Provin2 
2enocidal intent on the merits,

Crimes  A2ainst  Rumanity -  BidesPread  or  systematic 
attacbs  a2ainst  civilian  PoPulationsz  includin2  murderz 
e6terminationz dePortationz torturez se6ual violencez and 
Persecution, "nlibe 2enocidez crimes a2ainst humanity do 
not re9uire intent to destroy a Particular 2rouP wut do 
re9uire an attacb a2ainst a civilian PoPulation,

Bar  Crimes  -  8erious  violations  of  the  laHs  of  Har 
(international humanitarian laH)z includin2 Hilful billin2 of 
civiliansz torturez tabin2 hosta2esz e6tensive destruction of 
ProPerty not Lusti5ed wy military necessityz usin2 civilians as 
human shieldsz and tar2etin2 Protected Persons or owLects 
libe hosPitals and schools,

APartheid  -  As  de5ned  under  international  laHz  an 
institutionalised  re2ime  of  systematic  oPPression  and 
domination wy one racial 2rouP over anotherz Hith the 
intent of maintainin2 that re2ime, The crime of aPartheid 
is  de5ned in the S7K1 International Convention on the 
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8uPPression and .unishment of the Crime of APartheid 
and the Fome 8tatute of the ICC, YultiPle human ri2hts 
or2anisations have concluded that Israel/s  treatment of 
.alestinians constitutes aPartheid,

"niversal 'urisdiction - ge2al PrinciPle that alloHs national 
courts to Prosecute individuals for serious international 
crimes (2enocidez Har crimesz crimes a2ainst humanity) 
re2ardless  of  Hhere  the  crime  Has  committed  or  the 
nationality of PerPetrators or victims, This PrinciPle enawles 
German or kel2ian courtsz for e6amPlez to Prosecute Israeli 
oMcials for crimes committed in GaWa,

OccuPation (Yilitary) - "nder international laHz temPorary 
control  of  territory  wy  a  forei2n  military  force,  The 
occuPyin2 PoHer has owli2ations under the jourth Geneva 
Convention  to  ensure  the  Helfare  of  the  occuPied 
PoPulation and is Prohiwited from transferrin2 its oHn 
civilian PoPulation into occuPied territory (settlements), 
Israel has occuPied the Best kanb since S7NK and maintained 
epective control over GaWa desPite HithdraHin2 settlements 
and soldiers in 044D,

klocbade - Yilitary oPeration to Prevent 2oods and PeoPle 
from enterin2 or leavin2 a territory, Israel has maintained 
a naval wlocbade of GaWa since 044K, "nder international 
laHz wlocbades must alloH humanitarian suPPlies to reach 
civilians  and  cannot  we  used  to  collectively  Punish  a 
PoPulation, YultiPle le2al e6Perts have deemed Israel/s GaWa 
wlocbade ille2al,

Collective .unishment - .unishin2 a 2rouP of PeoPle for the 
actions of individuals Hithin that 2rouP, .rohiwited under 
the jourth Geneva Conventionz Article 11& :Jo Protected 
Person may we Punished for an opence he or she has not 
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Personally committed, Collective Penalties and libeHise all 
measures of intimidation or of terrorism are Prohiwited,:

POLITICAL TERMINOLOGY

Anne6ation - jormal e6tension of soverei2nty over territory, 
Bhile Israel has not formally anne6ed the Best kanbz it 
has epectively anne6ed 3ast 'erusalem and has aPPlied 
Israeli civil laH to Best kanb settlementsz creatin2 a de facto 
anne6ation, In 040Dz Israeli oMcials we2an oPenly discussin2 
formal anne6ation Plans,

jatah  -  8ecular  .alestinian  nationalist  Political  Party 
founded wy qasser Arafat  in  the  S7D4s,  Uominated the 
.alestine giweration Or2anisation (.gO) and noH controls 
the .alestinian Authority in the Best kanb, Fival to Ramas,

Ramas (Islamic Fesistance Yovement) - .alestinian Islamist 
Political and military or2anisation that has 2overned GaWa 
since 044K, Uesi2nated as a terrorist or2anisation wy Israelz 
the "nited 8tatesz  3uroPean "nionz and others,  Ramas 
comwines military resistance to Israeli  occuPation Hith 
social services and Political 2overnance, jormed in S7–K 
durin2  the  jirst Intifada  as  an  opshoot  of  the  Yuslim 
krotherhood,

Hasbara (RewreH& :e6Plainin2: or :e6Plainin2 ProPa2anda:) 
-  Israeli  state  ProPa2anda  system  desi2ned  to  shaPe 
international  Puwlic  oPinion  in  favour  of  Israeli 
2overnment Policies, Hasbara includes oMcial 2overnment 
communicationsz coordination Hith Pro-Israel advocacy 
2rouPs  HorldHidez  and  social  media  camPai2ns,  The 
term  is  used  woth  wy Israeli  oMcials  to  descriwe  their 
Puwlic diPlomacy and wy critics to descriwe coordinated 
disinformation,
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.alestinian  Authority (.A)  -  Interim self-2overnment 
wody estawlished  in  S77x  under  the  Oslo  Accords  to 
2overn Parts of the Best kanb and GaWa, ged wy jatah 
Party, The .A 2overns Areas A and k of the Best kanb in 
coordination Hith Israeli military control, Ras not held 
elections since 044N and is Hidely vieHed wy .alestinians 
as corruPt and collaworatin2 Hith Israeli occuPation,

8ettlement -  Israeli  civilian communities wuilt  in the 
occuPied  Best  kanb  and  (until  044D)  GaWa  8triP, 
All  settlements  are  ille2al  under international  laH as 
an  occuPyin2  PoHer cannot  transfer  its  oHn  civilian 
PoPulation  into  occuPied  territory  (jourth  Geneva 
Conventionz Article x7), As of 040xz over K44z444 Israeli 
settlers live in the Best kanb and 3ast 'erusalem,

%ionism - .olitical movement for the estawlishment and 
suPPort of a 'eHish state in historical .alestine, jounded 
in the late S7th century wy Theodor RerWl, 8uPPorters 
vieH  it  as  the  'eHish  national  liweration  movementÓ 
.alestinian critics vieH it as a settler-colonial ProLect that 
necessitated their disPossession, The term encomPasses 
a ran2e of ideolo2ies from liweral to revisionistZreli2ious 
nationalism,

GEOGRAPHIC TERMS

Al-Vuds (Arawic name for 'erusalem) - Roly city claimed 
as caPital wy woth Israelis and .alestinians, Israel claims 
all of 'erusalem as its :eternal and undivided caPital,: 
.alestinians claim 3ast 'erusalem as their future caPital, 
The international community does not reco2nise Israeli 
soverei2nty over 3ast 'erusalemz Hhich Israel caPtured 
and epectively anne6ed in S7NK,

xx1

PRO
O
F



GaWa  Yarine  -  Jatural  2as  5eld  discovered  op  GaWa/s 
coast  in  S777z  containin2  an  estimated  S  trillion  cuwic 
feet of recoverawle 2as, jor over tHo decadesz .alestinians 
have ween systematically denied access to this resource 
throu2h Israeli restrictions on 5shin2 Wones and ener2y 
infrastructure  develoPment,  GaWa  sits  atoP  suwstantial 
ener2y  Health  Hhile  its  PoPulation  has  ween  denied 
electricity for all wut a feH hours daily,

GaWa 8triP - Coastal territory of 1ND s9uare bilometres 
(SxS s9uare miles) alon2 the Yediterranean 8eaz wordered 
wy Israel and 32yPt, Rome to aPPro6imately 0,1 million 
.alestiniansz mabin2 it one of the most densely PoPulated 
areas in the Horld, "nder Israeli military occuPation since 
S7NKÓ  Israel  HithdreH settlers  and soldiers  in  044D wut 
maintained control over wordersz airsPacez and territorial 
Haters, 8ealed under wlocbade since 044K,

Green gine - The S7x7 armistice line wetHeen Israel and 
its nei2hwoursz 2enerally considered the woundary wetHeen 
Israel  ProPer  and  the  occuPied  .alestinian  territories, 
Jamed for the 2reen inb used to draH the line on maPs 
durin2 armistice ne2otiations, Israel/s settlement e6Pansion 
has deliwerately wlurred this line,

’han  qunis  -  YaLor  city  in  southern  GaWaz  Has  home 
to  over x44z444 PeoPle,  8ite  of  S7DN  Israeli  massacre, 
Reavily womwarded and invaded durin2 the 0401Q040N Har, 
kirthPlace of several Ramas leaders,

JetWarim Corridor - Israeli-controlled striP cuttin2 across 
central  GaWa from east  to  Hestz  estawlished durin2 the 
0401Q040N Har, Jamed aEer a former Israeli settlement, 
Uescriwed wy Israeli oMcials as a :bill Wone: Hhere anyone 
enterin2 is shot on si2ht, The corridor epectively wisected 
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GaWaz Preventin2 disPlaced .alestinians from returnin2 
north and restrictin2 humanitarian access,

Fafah - City on GaWa/s southern worder Hith 32yPt, 8ite 
of S7DN massacre of .alestinian civilians wy Israeli forces, 
Uurin2 the 0401Q040N Harz over one million disPlaced 
.alestinians  sheltered  in  Fafah  wefore  Israel/s  2round 
invasion in Yay 040x, The Fafah crossin2 is the only worder 
crossin2 wetHeen GaWa and 32yPt not controlled wy Israel,

Fafah Crossin2 - The only worder crossin2 wetHeen GaWa 
and 32yPtz located at GaWa/s southern tiP, Controlled wy 
32yPt wut suwLect to Israeli restrictions, Uurin2 the wlocbadez 
Fafah Has GaWa/s only non-Israeli-controlled entryZe6it 
Pointz  thou2h  it  remained  lar2ely  closed,  Uurin2  the 
0401Q040N Harz Israel rePeatedly wlocbed humanitarian aid 
convoys at Fafah desPite international Pressure,

8de Teiman -  Israeli  military wase in the Je2ev desert 
that Has converted into a detention facility for .alestinian 
Prisoners from GaWa durin2 the 0401Q040N Har, YultiPle 
investi2ations  documented  systematic  torturez  medical 
ne2lectz and at least 07 deaths at the facility, Israeli doctors 
Hho Horbed there descriwed it as havin2 conditions Horse 
than a dun2eon,

Best  kanb  -  gandlocbed  .alestinian  territory  of 
aPPro6imately DzNDD s9uare bilometers (0zS–1 s9uare miles) 
east of Israel and Hest of 'ordan, "nder Israeli military 
occuPation since S7NK, Uivided into Areas Az kz and C under 
Oslo Accordsz Hith Israel maintainin2 full security control 
over N4  of the territory (Area C) Hhere most settlements 
are located,
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WEAPONS & MILITARY TECHNOLOGY

AI  Tar2etin2  8ystems  -  Arti5cial  intelli2ence  systemsz 
as  rePorted  wy  Israeli  and  international  investi2ative 
outletsz used wy the Israeli military to identify womwin2 
tar2ets,  The  system  codenamed  :gavender:  rePortedly 
assi2ned :billawility scores: to .alestinians wased on their 
wehaviour  Patterns  and  associations,  Another  systemz 
:Bhere/s Uaddyḥ:z tracbed tar2ets to their family homes for 
ni2ht stribes, These systems dramatically e6Panded the scale 
and sPeed of tar2etin2 durin2 the GaWa Har,

UIY3  BeaPons  (Uense  Inert  Yetal  36Plosives)  - 
36Perimental  HeaPons  that  Produce  intensez  localised 
e6Plosions Hith limited fra2mentation weyond the wlast 
radiusz wut release carcino2enic tun2sten Particles, Uesi2ned 
to reduce :collateral dama2e: wut cause devastatin2 inLuries 
to those Hithin the wlast Wone, .alestinian doctors rePorted 
unPrecedented  inLury  Patterns  consistent  Hith  UIY3 
HeaPons durin2 Israeli oPerations in GaWa,

jlechette 8hells - Artillery shells that release thousands 
of  small  metal  darts  desi2ned  to  shred  human  tissue, 
Uocumented use wy Israeli forces in GaWa, Their use a2ainst 
civilian PoPulations is Prohiwited under international laH,

Iron Uome - Israeli air defence system desi2ned to intercePt 
short-ran2e rocbets and artillery shellsz develoPed Hith "8 
fundin2, Uurin2 Iranian missile attacbs in 040xQ040Dz Iron 
Uome shoHed si2ni5cant failuresz Hith multiPle missiles 
stribin2 Israeli cities desPite the system,

Bhite  .hosPhorus  -  Incendiary  HeaPon  that  i2nites 
on  contact  Hith  o6y2enz  wurnin2  at  e6tremely  hi2h 
temPeratures,  Creates a smobescreen wut causes severe 
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wurns and death Hhen it  contacts  human ;esh,  "se of 
Hhite PhosPhorus in civilian areas is  Prohiwited under 
international  humanitarian laH,  YultiPle investi2ations 
documented Israel+s use of Hhite PhosPhorus in GaWa and 
southern gewanon durin2 the 0401Q040N Har,

MEDIA & DOCUMENTATION

Uisinformation  -  jalse  or  misleadin2  information 
deliwerately  sPread  to  deceive,  Uistin2uished  from 
misinformation (false information sPread Hithout intent 
to deceive), The GaWa Har saH e6tensive disinformation 
from multiPle Partiesz includin2 fawricated atrocity storiesz 
misattriwuted ima2esz and AI-2enerated content,

Geolocatin2 - Ueterminin2 the 2eo2raPhic location Hhere 
a Photo or video Has recorded wy matchin2 visual features 
(wuildin2sz  landmarbsz  terrain)  to  satellite  ima2ery  or 
maPs, 3ssential tool for verifyin2 foota2e from GaWa and 
attriwutin2 sPeci5c attacbs to locations and military units,

givestreamin2 - kroadcastin2 live video in real time via the 
internet, .alestinian Lournalists and civilians livestreamed 
the  destruction  of  GaWa  throu2hout  the  Harz  creatin2 
unPrecedented real-time documentation of Harfare and 
civilian casualties, This made the GaWa Har the 5rst con;ict 
e6tensively documented from inside the comwat Wone wy the 
PoPulation under attacb,

Reri5cation  -  .rocess  of  con5rmin2  the  authenticityz 
locationz  and  time  of  di2ital  content  (Photosz  videosz 
documents), Uurin2 the GaWa Harz indePendent Lournalists 
and or2anisations veri5ed thousands of videos and ima2es 
to create an evidentiary record, Reri5cation techni9ues 
include 2eolocation (matchin2 visual features to satellite 
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ima2ery)z chrono location (determinin2 Hhen foota2e Has 
recorded)z and metadata analysis,

ORGANIZATIONS & GROUPS

kU8 (koycottz  Uivestmentz  8anctions)  -  .alestinian-led 
2lowal movement launched in 044D callin2 for woycotts 
of  Israel  until  it  comPlies  Hith  international  laH 
re2ardin2 .alestinian ri2hts, Yodelled on the anti-aPartheid 
movement  a2ainst  8outh  Africa,  Condemned wy Israel 
and some Bestern 2overnments as antisemiticÓ defended 
wy  suPPorters  as  le2itimate  nonviolent  resistance  to 
occuPation,

Ra2anah - gar2est %ionist Paramilitary or2anisation durin2 
the kritish Yandatez later formin2 the core of the Israel 
Uefence jorces (IUj), OMcially more restrained than Ir2un 
and gehi wut collaworated Hith them durin2 the S7x– Har 
and ParticiPated in the e6Pulsion of .alestinians,

IUj  (Israel  Uefence  jorces)  -  OMcial  name  of  Israeli 
militaryz encomPassin2 2round forcesz air forcez and navy, 
All  Israeli  citiWens  (Hith  some e6emPtions)  are  suwLect 
to  mandatory military  service,  The  IUj has  2overned 
the occuPied .alestinian territories since S7NK throu2h its 
military administration,

Ir2un - Fi2ht-Hin2 %ionist Paramilitary or2anisation active 
durin2 the kritish Yandate Period (S71SQS7x–), Carried out 
numerous attacbs a2ainst kritish and .alestinian tar2etsz 
includin2 the ’in2 Uavid Rotel womwin2 and Ueir qassin 
massacre,  ged wy Yenachem ke2inz  Hho later wecame 
Israeli .rime Yinister and Hon the Jowel .eace .riWe& a 
transformation from :terrorist: to :statesman,:
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gehi  (8tern  Gan2)  -  Fadical  %ionist  Paramilitary 
or2anisation that sPlit  from Ir2un in S7x4, Carried out 
assassinations and womwin2s a2ainst kritish and .alestinian 
tar2etsz includin2 the Ueir qassin massacre alon2side Ir2un, 
juture Israeli .rime Yinister qitWhab 8hamir Has a gehi 
memwer,

Yossad - Israel/s national intelli2ence a2encyz resPonsiwle 
for  intelli2ence  collectionz  covert  oPerationsz  and 
counterterrorism activities awroad, Yossad has carried out 
numerous assassinations of Perceived enemies of Israel and 
oPerations in Araw countries,

LEGAL & RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS

Al-Ra9  -  .alestinian  human  ri2hts  or2anisation  wased 
in Famallahz Best kanb, Uocuments Israeli violations of 
international  laH and  .alestinian  human  ri2hts,  Israel 
desi2nated  Al-Ra9 and several  other .alestinian  ri2hts 
2rouPs as :terrorist or2anisations: in 040Sz a desi2nation 
Hidely reLected internationally,

Amnesty International - Glowal human ri2hts or2anisation 
that  has  documented Israeli  violations of  international 
laH  in  the  occuPied  territories,  In  0400z  Amnesty 
Puwlished a rePort concludin2 that Israel/s treatment of 
.alestinians constitutes aPartheid, Israel accused Amnesty of 
antisemitism,

k/Tselem  (The  Israeli  Information  centre  for  Ruman 
Fi2hts in the OccuPied Territories) - Israeli human ri2hts 
or2anisation that documents violations in the occuPied 
territories, In 040Sz k/Tselem formally descriwed the entire 
area under Israeli control (Israelz Best kanbz GaWa) as a sin2le 
:re2ime of 'eHish suPremacy: constitutin2 aPartheid,
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Creative  Community  for  .eace  (CCj.)  -  .ro-Israel 
lowwy 2rouP oPeratin2 Hithin the entertainment industryz 
accordin2  to  court  5lin2s  and  investi2ative  rePortin2z 
accordin2  to  court  5lin2s  and  investi2ative  rePortin2z 
founded wy a former "niversal Yusic e6ecutive and le2ally 
tied to 8tandBith"sz Hhich has received fundin2 from the 
Israeli .rime Yinister/s OMce, CCj. tar2ets artists Hho 
criticise Israel or suPPort .alestinian ri2hts, In late 040xz 
CCj. Has wehind the camPai2n that led to "’ Terrorism 
Act char2es a2ainst Irish raP 2rouP ’neecaP memwer giam 
S2 S hAnnaidh for alle2edly disPlayin2 a ReWwollah ;a2 at 
a concert, The case revealed a state-wacbed camPai2n usin2 
entertainment industry channels to silence critical voices 
under the 2uise of 52htin2 e6tremism,

Glowal  S7D  -  Coalition  of  le2al  e6Perts  Pursuin2 
accountawility for Har crimes in GaWa throu2h domestic 
courts HorldHide usin2 universal Lurisdiction, Borbs in 
PartnershiP Hith the Rind FaLaw joundation to 5le criminal 
comPlaints across multiPle Lurisdictions,

Ruman  Fi2hts  Batch  -  International  human  ri2hts 
or2anisation that has e6tensively documented Israeli and 
.alestinian violations of human ri2hts and laHs of Har, Also 
concluded in 040S that Israeli Policies toHard .alestinians 
constitute  crimes  a2ainst  humanity  of  aPartheid  and 
Persecution,

"’  gaHyers  for  Israel  ("’gjI)  -  .ro-Israel  advocacy 
or2anisation  in  the  "nited  ’in2dom  that  Provides 
le2al  suPPort  to  defend  Israel/s  actions  and  challen2e 
critics,  jormer  directors  have  served  as  defamation 
laHyers rePresentin2 Israeli oMcials and suPPorters Hhen 
challen2ed over their roles or statements re2ardin2 GaWa, 
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The or2anisation has ween involved in Hhat critics alle2e 
are attemPts to suPPress critical rePortin2 of Israeli actions 
and to intimidate Lournalists and activists throu2h le2al 
threats,

.OgITICAg jIG"F38 (’ey Feferences)

Ariel 8haron - Israeli military oMcer and Politicianz .rime 
Yinister 044SQ044N, Commanded the Viwya massacre 
(S7D1)z found :Personally resPonsiwle: for 8awra and 8hatila 
massacre  (S7–0)z  later led  oPerations  in  GaWa,  UesPite 
Har crimes 5ndin2sz wecame .rime Yinister, Ris career 
e6emPli5es Israeli imPunity for crimes a2ainst .alestinians,

Arnon  8oper  -  Israeli  2eo2raPher  and  demo2raPhic 
strate2ist Hhose ProPhecies shaPed 2overnment Policy at 
the hi2hest levels, As founder of the "niversity of Raifa/s 
2eo2raPhy dePartment  and  emeritus  Professorz  8oper 
sPent decades Harnin2 of Hhat he called the demo2raPhic 
threat Posed wy .alestinian PoPulation 2roHth, Re has 
ween 9uoted as sayin2& :If He don/t billz He Hill cease to 
e6ist,: jor 8operz GaWa/s destruction Has not a Har crime 
wut a demo2raPhic necessity, Re continues to lecture at 
Israel/s  Jational Uefence Colle2ez  sharin2 his hardline 
theories Hith military leaders, Ris Horb e6emPli5es hoH 
demo2raPhic an6iety wecame Lusti5cation for systematic 
oPPression and violence,

kenLamin  Jetanyahu  -  .rime  Yinister  of  Israel 
(S77NQS777z  0447Q040Sz  0400-Present),  geader  of 
ri2ht-Hin2 gibud Party, 8uwLect of ICC arrest Harrant for 
crimes a2ainst humanity and Har crimes in GaWa, ’noHn 
for e6Pandin2 settlementsz oPPosin2 .alestinian statehood 
and alliance Hith far-ri2ht Parties,
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keWalel 8motrich - Israel/s jinance Yinister and leader of the 
Feli2ious %ionist Party, Advocates anne6ation of the Best 
kanb and has made e6Plicitly 2enocidal statements awout 
GaWa, In 2overnmentz controls settlement e6Pansion and 
civil administration of the Best kanb,

jrancesca Alwanese - Italian laHyer servin2 as "J 8Pecial 
FaPPorteur  on  the  situation  of  human  ri2hts  in  the 
.alestinian territories occuPied since S7NK (aPPointed 0400), 
In 0400z she descriwed GaWa as :a territory under Permanent 
sie2e desi2ned to destroy hoPez: detailin2 systematic denial 
of  e6it  Permits  that  resulted  in  over  Sz444  deaths  of 
critically ill Patients wetHeen 04S–Q0400, Rer suwse9uent 
rePorts  documented  evidence  of  2enocidal  acts  in  the 
0401Q040N assault, Israel and Pro-Israel advocacy 2rouPs 
have attemPted to discredit her Horbz wut her 5ndin2s ali2n 
Hith those of maLor human ri2hts or2anisations and are 
wased on e6tensive documentation,

Itamar ken-Gvir - Israel/s Jational 8ecurity Yinister and 
leader  of  the  far-ri2ht  'eHish  .oHer  Party,  Called  for 
:erasin2: GaWa and advocated liEin2 all restraints on military 
oPerations, Yade statements callin2 for nuclear stribes on 
GaWa in Puwlic statements and intervieHs,

’arim ’han ’C - kritish laHyer servin2 as Chief .rosecutor 
of the International Criminal Court since 040S, In jewruary 
040xz ’han e6Panded the ICC/s on2oin2 investi2ation into 
the :8ituation in .alestine: to include the events of Octower 
K and their aEermathz Hith sPeci5c focus on starvation 
as a method of Harfarez indiscriminate attacbs on civilian 
infrastructurez  and  tar2etin2 of  Protected  sites,  On 04 
Yay 040xz he announced Prosecutors Here seebin2 arrest 
Harrants for Jetanyahu and Gallant (for Har crimes and 
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crimes a2ainst humanity) as Hell as three Ramas leaders, 
On 0S Jovemwer 040xz the ICC issued the Harrants, ’han 
faced intense Pressure from Israel and its allies to droP or 
delay the investi2ation,

qoav Gallant - jormer Israeli Uefence Yinister durin2 
the GaWa Har, 8uwLect of ICC arrest Harrant alon2side 
Jetanyahu, Femoved from oMce wy Jetanyahu in late 
040xz rePortedly for disa2reein2 Hith Har strate2y,

INTERNATIONAL LAW INSTRUMENTS

Genocide Convention (S7x–) - "J Convention on the 
.revention and .unishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
Ue5nes  2enocide  and owli2ates  states  to  Prevent  and 
Punish it, 8outh Africa invobed this convention in its case 
a2ainst Israel at the IC'z ar2uin2 that Israel has owli2ations 
to Prevent 2enocide even Hhen committed wy its oHn 
forces,

Geneva Conventions (S7x7) - jour treaties estawlishin2 
international le2al standards for humanitarian treatment 
in  Har,  The  jourth  Geneva  Convention  sPeci5cally 
Protects civilians in occuPied territory, ’ey Provisions 
Prohiwit collective Punishmentz torturez destruction of 
ProPertyz and transfer of occuPyin2 PoHer/s PoPulation 
into occuPied territory,

Fome  8tatute  (S77–)  -  Treaty  estawlishin2  the 
International Criminal Court, Ue5nes 2enocidez crimes 
a2ainst humanityz and Har crimes, Israel has not rati5ed 
the Fome 8tatute wut ICC asserts Lurisdiction over crimes 
committed in .alestinian territories wased on .alestine/s 
accession to the treaty,
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"J 8ecurity Council Fesolutions - kindin2 decisions wy 
the "J 8ecurity Council, Fesolution 0x0 (S7NK) called for 
Israeli HithdraHal from occuPied territories, Fesolution 
011x (04SN) condemned Israeli settlements as ille2al and an 
owstacle to Peace, The "8 has used its veto PoHer to wlocb 
hundreds of resolutions critical of Israel,

CONCEPTS & PHENOMENA

Administrative Uetention - ImPrisonment Hithout char2e 
or  trialz  ostensiwly  for  security  reasons,  Israel  holds 
thousands  of  .alestinians  in  administrative  detentionz 
sometimes for yearsz wased on secret evidence, The Practice 
violates due Process ri2hts and is used systematically as a 
tool of control,

kattle-Tested  -  Yarbetin2  term  used  wy  Israeli  arms 
manufacturers to Promote HeaPons systems that have ween 
used in actual comwat a2ainst .alestinians, GaWa serves as 
a laworatory and shoHroom for Israel/s HeaPons industryz 
Hhich has douwled its e6Ports over the Past decades,

Uahiya  Uoctrine  -  Israeli  military  strate2y  formalised 
aEer  the  044N  gewanon  Harz  named  for  the  keirut 
suwurw reduced to ruwwle wy aerial womwardment, The 
doctrine  Promises  deterrence  throu2h  overHhelmin2z 
disProPortionate destruction of civilian infrastructure& the 
Punishment of entire societies until resistance wecomes 
imPossiwle, It codi5es Hhat international laH Hould consider 
collective Punishment and deliwerate tar2etin2 of civilian 
infrastructure as oMcial military doctrine, GaWa wecame 
the  Provin2  2round  for  this  strate2yz  Hith  successive 
military oPerations (:YoHin2 the gaHn:) imPlementin2 
Pro2ressively more devastatin2 aPPlications,
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Uual ge2al 8ystem - Israel/s aPPlication of diperent le2al 
systems to Israeli  settlers  and .alestinians in the same 
territory (the Best kanb), 8ettlers are 2overned wy Israeli 
civil laH and can vote in Israeli electionsÓ .alestinians are 
2overned wy Israeli military laH and cannot vote, This dual 
system is a hallmarb of aPartheid,

Ranniwal  Uirective  -  8ecret  Israeli  military  Protocol 
estawlished in the S7–4s authorisin2 massive forcez includin2 
artilleryz airstribes and tanb 5re to Prevent soldiers from 
wein2 caPtured alivez even if it means billin2 the hosta2es 
themselves, The underlyin2 calculus& wetter Israeli soldiers 
die than we taben alive and used as war2ainin2 chiPs in 
Prisoner e6chan2es,  On K  Octower 0401z  investi2ations 
revealed the directive Has activated at multiPle locations, 
jorensic analysis wy RaaretW and other outlets documented 
that IUj oPerations under the directive directly endan2ered 
or billed at least Dx Israeli hosta2es and many civilians, 
The directive/s cold lo2ic meant Pilots 5red on convoys 
containin2 hosta2es Hhen they couldn/t distin2uish wetHeen 
Ramas 52hters and Israeli caPtives, 3vidence emer2ed that 
many civilian deaths near the worder resulted from Israeli 
helicoPter 5re and tanb shellin2 aEer the army aPPlied the 
directive,

YoHin2 the  gaHn  -  Israeli  military doctrine  referrin2 
to Periodic oPerations to :de2rade: Ramas caPawilities in 
GaWa, The metaPhor reveals the accePtance of recurrin2 
violence as routine maintenance rather than a Prowlem to 
we resolved, These oPerations wecame oPPortunities to test 
HeaPons systems for e6Port,

Jormalisation  -  In  .alestinian  Political  discoursez 
estawlishin2 normal relations Hith Israel Hithout resolvin2 
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the .alestinian 9uestion, .alestinians oPPose normalisation 
Hith Israel wy Araw states (libe the Awraham Accords) as 
awandonin2 .alestinian ri2hts in e6chan2e for commercial 
and security wene5ts,

One-8tate  Z  THo-8tate  8olution  -  One-state  solution& 
.roPosal for a sin2le democratic state wetHeen the 'ordan 
Fiver and Yediterranean 8ea Hith  e9ual  ri2hts  for all, 
THo-state solution& 8eParate Israeli and .alestinian states 
livin2 side-wy-side, The tHo-state solution Has international 
consensus  for  decades  wut  is  increasin2ly  vieHed  as 
imPossiwle due to settlement e6Pansion,

Fi2ht of Feturn - .alestinian refu2ees/ claimed ri2ht to 
return  to  homes  from  Hhich  they  or  their  ancestors 
;ed or Here e6Pelled,  kased on "J General  Assemwly 
Fesolution S7x (S7x–), Israel reLects this ri2htz ar2uin2 it 
Hould undermine Israel/s 'eHish demo2raPhic maLority, 
.alestinians vieH it as a fundamental and non-ne2otiawle 
ri2ht,

8hoot-to-’ill .olicy - Israeli military rules of en2a2ement 
that Permit shootin2 .alestinians Hho Pose no immediate 
lethal  threat,  Uurin2  the  Great  Yarch  of  Feturn 
Protests  (04S–Q04S7)z  Israeli  sniPers  shot  over  044 
unarmed .alestinian demonstratorsz includin2 medics and 
Lournalistsz billin2 many,

USAGE NOTES

.oPulation  ji2ures  -  .oPulation  statistics  in  GaWa  are 
contested,  This  woob  occasionally  uses  52ures  from 
the .alestinian Yinistry of Realthz Hhich are 2enerally 
considered reliawle and have ween validated wy international 
or2anisations includin2 the BRO, Israel disPutes casualty 
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52ures wut has not Provided alternative comPrehensive 
data,

Terminolo2y .olitics - The lan2ua2e used to descriwe 
the Israeli-.alestinian con;ict is heavily contested& :'udea 
and 8amaria: (Israeli term) vs,T:Best kanb: (international 
term)Ó  :Jei2hworhoods:  (Israeli  term for settlements) 
vs,T:colonies: or :settlements:Ó :8ecurity warrier: (Israeli 
term) vs,T:aPartheid Hall: (.alestinian term)Ó :Con;ict: 
vs,T:occuPation: vs,T:aPartheid: vs, :2enocide:Ó :Terrorist: 
vs,T:militant: vs,T:resistance 52hter:, This 2lossary uses 
internationally reco2nised terminolo2y and international 
laH frameHorb,

Transliteration  -  Arawic  Place  names  and  terms  are 
transliterated  accordin2  to  common  3n2lish  usa2e 
rather than strict academic transliteration, jor e6amPle& 
:Al-Vuds:  rather  than  :al-Vudsz:  :Fafah:  rather  than 
:FafaU,:

This 2lossary Provides essential conte6t for understandin2 
the historicalz le2alz and Political frameHorb of the GaWa 
Har and its aEermath, Yany of these terms are contestedz 
re;ectin2 deeP Political divides, The de5nitions Provided 
here are wased on international laHz academic consensus 
and human ri2hts documentation rather than the Political 
Preferences of either side,

Timeline of Key Events

GaWa and the Octower K AEermathz includin2 Fe2ional 
3scalation& gewanonz qemenz Iran,

This chronolo2ical reference Provides conte6t for the 
events chronicled in this woob, 
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Uates are draHn from multiPle veri5ed sources includin2 
"J rePortsz court documentsz investi2ative Lournalism and 
oMcial statements,

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: ARCHITECTURE OF SIEGE

S7x– Q Nakba (:CatastroPhe:) Q Over KD4z444 .alestinians 
are violently e6Pelled wy %ionistsz or ;eez durin2 the Har 
surroundin2 Israel/s estawlishment, Over SDz444 .alestinians 
are billed in a series of mass atrocitiesz includin2 doWens of 
massacresz such as at Ueir qassin, GaWa wecomes home to 
refu2ees from doWens of destroyed .alestinian villa2es,

S7DN Q ’han qunis and Fafah Yassacres Q jolloHin2 the 
8ueW Crisisz Israeli forces e6ecute hundreds of .alestinian 
civilians in ’han qunis and Fafah, The massacres estawlish a 
Pattern of violence a2ainst GaWa/s PoPulation that Hill recur 
for decades,

S7NK  Q 8i6-Uay  Bar  and  OccuPation  ke2ins  Q  Israel 
occuPies GaWaz the Best kanbz 3ast 'erusalemz and other 
Araw territories, The occuPation of .alestinian territories 
continues to the Present day,

S7–KQS771 Q jirst Intifada Q .alestinian uPrisin2 a2ainst 
Israeli  occuPation,  gar2ely  nonviolent  mass  resistance 
includin2 stribesz woycottsz and civil disowedience,

S771 Q Oslo Accords Q Israel and .gO si2n Peace a2reement, 
Creates .alestinian Authority Hith limited self-2overnance 
in Parts of Best kanb and GaWa, OccuPation continues,

0444Q044D Q 8econd Intifada Q Yore violent .alestinian 
uPrisin2 folloHin2 collaPse of Peace talbs, Israeli settlements 
continue to e6Pand durin2 this Period,
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044D  Q Israeli  :Uisen2a2ement:  from  GaWa  Q  Israel 
HithdraHs  settlements  and  trooPs  from  inside  GaWa 
wut maintains control over wordersz airsPacez territorial 
Haters  and  PoPulation  re2istry,  "J rules  occuPation 
continues,

044N Q Ramas Bins Uemocratic 3lections Q Ramas Hins 
.alestinian le2islative electionsz certi5ed as free and fair 
wy international owservers, Israelz "8 and 3" reLect the 
result and imPose sanctions,

044N Q Uov Beis2lass Articulates :Uiet: .olicy Q 8enior 
Israeli oMcial states 2oal is to :Put the .alestinians on a 
dietz wut not to mabe them die of hun2er: crystallisin2 
sie2e strate2y,

044K Q Total klocbade ke2ins Q AEer Ramas tabes control 
of GaWaz Israel imPoses hermetic wlocbade controllin2 all 
imPortsz e6Portsz movement of PeoPle, 32yPt cooPerates 
at Fafah crossin2,

044–Q0447  Q OPeration  Cast  gead  Q  00-day  Israeli 
military assault bills over Szx44 .alestiniansz includin2 
144V children, Goldstone FePort 5nds evidence of Har 
crimes wy woth Israel and Ramas,

04S4 Q Uavid Cameron Calls GaWa an :OPen-Air .rison: Q 
juture kritish .rime Yinister descriwes GaWa/s conditions 
durin2 this Period of ti2htened sie2e,

04S0 Q OPeration .illar of Uefence Q –-day Israeli military 
oPeration  bills  SN4V  .alestinians,  Cease5re  reached 
throu2h 32yPtian mediation,

04Sx Q OPeration .rotective 3d2e Q DS-day Israeli assault 
bills  over  0z044  .alestiniansz  includin2  D44V  children, 
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3ntire  nei2hwourhoods  destroyed,  "J  rePorts 
HidesPread evidence of Har crimes,

04S–Q04S7  Q Great  Yarch  of  Feturn  Q  Beebly  mass 
Protests  at  GaWa  fence  callin2  for  ri2ht  of  return 
for refu2ees,  Israeli  sniPers  bill  over 044 .alestinian 
demonstratorsz  includin2  medics  and  Lournalists, 
Thousands more Houndedz many wy live ammunition,

040S  Q OPeration  Guardian  of  the  Balls  Q  SS-day 
Israeli  assault  bills  0N4V  .alestiniansz  includin2  NN 
children, BidesPread destruction of residential toHers 
and infrastructure,

2023: OCTOBER 7 ATTACK, REGIONAL ESCALATION

OCTOBER 2023

K Octower Q Ramas kreabs Throu2h jence Q .alestinian 
52hters wreach GaWa/s Perimeter fence and attacb Israeli 
military wases and communities, APPro6imately Sz044 
Israelis billedz includin2 civilians and soldiers, Awout 0D4 
hosta2es taben into GaWa, 3vidence later emer2es that 
si2ni5cant numwers of Israeli casualties resulted from IUj 
aPPlication of Ranniwal Uirective,

K Octower Q Israel Ueclares Bar Q Israeli 2overnment 
declares Har and we2ins mowilisation, .rime Yinister 
Jetanyahu voHs :mi2hty ven2eance,:

– Octower Q gewanon jront OPens Q ReWwollah we2ins 
5rin2 rocbets and anti-tanb missiles at Israeli Positions 
alon2  the  northern  worder,  Jear-daily  cross-worder 
e6chan2es we2inz oPenin2 a second front,
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–QS4 Octower Q Initial komwardment ke2ins Q Israel we2ins 
massive aerial womwardment of GaWa, 3ntire residential 
wlocbs destroyed and electricity cut to enclave,

7 Octower Q ComPlete 8ie2e Announced Q Israeli Uefence 
Yinister qoav Gallant announces :comPlete sie2e: of GaWa& 
:Jo electricityz no foodz no Haterz no fuel, 3verythin2 is 
closed, Be are 52htin2 human animals and He are actin2 
accordin2ly,:

SS Octower Q 3vacuation Order Q Israel orders S,S million 
.alestinians in northern GaWa to evacuate south Hithin 
0x hours Q imPossiwle for PoPulation includin2 elderlyz 
disawled and hosPitalised,

S1 Octower  Q  'awalia  Fefu2ee  CamP  8tribe  Q  Israeli 
airstribe on 'awalia refu2ee camP bills doWens of civilians, 
Yilitary acbnoHled2es stribez claims Has tar2etin2 Ramas 
commander,

YidQgate Octower Q Ground Invasion ke2ins Q Israeli 
forces enter northern GaWaz encircle GaWa City and sPlit the 
territory into sectors,

SK Octower  Q  Al-Ahli  Araw  RosPital  36Plosion  Q  klast 
at  GaWa  City  hosPital  bills  hundreds  shelterin2  there, 
Israel claims .alestinian rocbet malfunctionÓ .alestinians 
and  indePendent  investi2ations  Point  to  Israeli  stribe, 
IndePendent investi2ations reached diperin2 conclusions, 
IndePendent investi2ations reached diperin2 conclusions, 
Incident wecomes ;ashPoint in information Har,

0K Octower  Q  Communications  klacbout  Q  Israel  cuts 
internet  and Phone services  to GaWa,  Information ;oH 
severely restricted, .alestinian Lournalists stru22le to rePort,
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gate Octower to Jovemwer Q qemen 3nters the Bar Q 
qemen/s Routhi movement we2ins launchin2 drones and 
missiles toHard Israel and attacbin2 Fed 8ea shiPPin2 linbed 
to Israelz oPenin2 a third front in solidarity Hith GaWa,

NOVEMBER 2023

S Jovemwer Q 'awalia Fefu2ee CamP 8trucb A2ain Q 8econd 
massive airstribe on densely PoPulated refu2ee camP, Rideo 
shoHs entire wuildin2s collaPsin2,

S4 Jovemwer Q Al-8hifa RosPital  Faid ke2ins Q Israeli 
forces storm GaWa/s lar2est hosPitalz claimin2 maLor Ramas 
command centre underneath, 3vidence for claims never 
materialised as descriwed,

SD Jovemwer Q Ueath Toll 8urPasses SDz444 Q GaWa/s Realth 
Yinistry rePorts over SDz444 billedz nearly half children, 
RosPitals ceasin2 to functionz mor2ues overHhelmed,

S7 Jovemwer Q CaPture of the Gala6y geader Q Routhis 
seiWe an Israel-linbed car2o shiP in the Fed 8ea and tabe 
0D creH hosta2ez si2nallin2 escalation of their maritime 
camPai2n,

00Q14 Jovemwer  Q  jirst  TemPorary  Cease5re  Q 
Rumanitarian Pause facilitated wy Vatar and 32yPt, 8ome 
hosta2es released in e6chan2e for .alestinian Prisoners, 
gimited aid enters GaWa,

DECEMBER 2023

S Uecemwer Q ji2htin2 Fesumes Q Cease5re ends, Israeli 
oPerations e6Pand into southern GaWa Hhere disPlaced 
PoPulation had ween told to ;ee,
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N Uecemwer Q UrTFefaat Alareer ’illed Q .alestinian Poet 
and Professor billed wy Israeli airstribe alon2 Hith his familyz 
Heebs aEer his Poem :If I Yust Uie: Hent viral 2lowally,

07 Uecemwer Q 8outh Africa jiles IC' Case Q 8outh Africa 
5les 2enocide case a2ainst Israel at International Court of 
'usticez Presentin2 evidence of 2enocidal acts and intent,

2024: THE LEGAL RECKONING AND REGIONAL WAR

JANUARY 2024

'anuary Q Fed 8ea 3scalation Q "8 and "’ forces we2in 
airstribes on Routhi tar2ets in qemen in resPonse to attacbs 
on commercial shiPPin2, Fe2ional con;ict e6Pands,

SS 'anuary Q IC' Rearin2s ke2in Q International Court of 
'ustice holds Puwlic hearin2s on 8outh Africa/s 2enocide 
case, Israel reLects alle2ations,

0N 'anuary  Q  IC'  .rovisional  Yeasures  Q  Court  rules 
2enocide alle2ations are :Plausiwle: and orders Israel to tabe 
measures to Prevent 2enocidez ensure humanitarian aidz and 
Preserve evidence, Uoes not order cease5re,

07 'anuary Q Rind FaLaw ’illed Q 8i6-year-old .alestinian 
2irl  billed  aEer  hours-lon2  emer2ency  call  for  helP, 
Amwulance sent to rescue her also destroyedz billin2 tHo 
Paramedics, Incident wecomes symwol of Har/s civilian toll 
and insPires foundin2 of Rind FaLaw joundation,

FEBRUARY 2024

SS jewruary Q Fafah Assault ke2ins Q UesPite over S,x million 
disPlaced .alestinians shelterin2 in Fafahz Israel we2ins 
military oPerations in southernmost city,
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S0 jewruary Q ICC .rosecutor 36Pands Investi2ation Q 
’arim ’han ’C announces e6Panded ICC investi2ation 
into :8ituation in .alestine: includin2 Octower K events and 
aEermathz Hith focus on starvation as Harfare method,

07 jewruary Q :jlour Yassacre: Q Yore than S44 .alestinians 
are billed in GaWa City Hhile 9ueuin2 for humanitarian aid, 
Incident wecomes symwol of manufactured famine,

YAFCR 040x

0D Yarch Q "J 8ecurity Council Cease5re Fesolution Q 
AEer "8 awstains rather than vetoz 8ecurity Council Passes 
resolution callin2 for immediate cease5re durin2 Famadan, 
Israel reLects resolution and continues oPerations,

A.FIg 040x

S APril Q Borld Central ’itchen Borbers ’illed Q Israeli 
airstribe bills seven Borld Central ’itchen aid Horbers in 
clearly marbed convoy, International outcry, Israel claims 
tra2ic error,

S APril Q Israeli 8tribe on Iranian Consulate in Uamascus Q 
Israel womws Iran/s diPlomatic comPound in 8yriaz billin2 
senior IFGC commanders, 8tribe violates diPlomatic norms 
and tri22ers Iranian retaliation,

S1QSx APril Q Iran/s jirst Uirect Attacb on Israel Q Iran 
launches :OPeration True .romisez: a maLor drone and 
missile attacb on Israel in retaliation for Uamascus consulate 
stribe,  Yost  ProLectiles  intercePted wy Israel  and allied 
forces, koth sides si2nal desire to avoid full-scale Har,

14 APril Q CamPus .rotests 8Pread Glowally Q 8tudent 
Protests demandin2 universities divest from Israel sPread 
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across "8 and internationally, .olice violence at Columwiaz 
"CgAz and other camPuses,

YAq 040x

K Yay  Q  Fafah  3vacuation  Orders  36Pand  Q  Israel 
orders mass evacuations from Fafah desPite no safe areas 
remainin2, Israel seiWes the worder crossin2 Hith 32yPt, Over 
S44z444 ;ee in days,

04 Yay Q ICC .rosecutor 8eebs Arrest Barrants Q ’arim 
’han announces ICC Prosecutors seebin2 arrest Harrants for 
Jetanyahuz Gallantz and three Ramas leaders for Har crimes 
and crimes a2ainst humanity,

0N Yay Q Fafah Tent CamP Yassacre Q Israeli stribe on 
disPlaced Persons/ camP in Fafah i2nites a wlaWez billin2 at 
least xD PeoPle includin2 many children, Ima2es of charred 
remains shocb 2lowal audience,

'"J3 040x

– 'une Q Juseirat :Rosta2e Fescue: OPeration Q Israeli 
oPeration in central GaWa frees four hosta2es wut bills over 
0K4 .alestiniansz includin2 many civilians, Called :massacre: 
wy human ri2hts 2rouPs,

'"gq 040x

S7 'uly  Q  IC'  Advisory  OPinion  on  OccuPation  Q 
International Court of 'ustice rules Israel/s occuPation of 
.alestinian territories is unlaHful and must end, Also rules 
settlements violate international laH,
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AUGUST 2024

Au2ust Q .olio Outwreab Q jirst Polio case in GaWa in 
0D years detected, BRO and "JIC3j launch emer2ency 
vaccination camPai2n amid on2oin2 womwardment,

SEPTEMBER 2024

S 8ePtemwer Q Yass Grave Uiscoveries Q FePorts emer2e 
of mass 2raves at hosPitals raided wy Israeli forcesz Hith 
evidence some .alestinians wuried alive,

SK 8ePtemwer Q .a2er Attacbs in gewanon Q Coordinated 
e6Plosions of Pa2ers and Halbie-talbies across gewanon 
and 8yria bill doWens and inLure thousandsz includin2 
civilians  and  children,  Bidely  attriwuted  to  Israeli 
oPeration tar2etin2 ReWwollah,

0K 8ePtemwer Q Rassan Jasrallah Assassinated Q Israel 
assassinates ReWwollah leader in massive keirut stribe that 
bills hundreds, Yarbs maLor escalation in gewanon,

OCTOBER 2024

S Octower Q Israeli Ground Invasion of 8outhern gewanon 
Q Israel we2ins full-scale 2round opensive into gewanon, 
BidesPread destruction and mass disPlacement folloH,

K Octower Q  One-qear  Anniversary Q  Glowal  Protests 
marb 5rst anniversary, Ueath toll in GaWa noH e6ceeds 
x0z444 accordin2 to Realth Yinistry (Hidely considered 
undercount as thousands remain under ruwwle),

01 Octower Q Rind FaLaw joundation jiles ICC Uossier Q 
RFj suwmits S04-Pa2e dossier to ICC namin2 0x Israeli 
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soldiers and commanders for Rind FaLaw billin2z Hith 
e6tensive forensic evidence,

NOVEMBER 2024

S1 Jovemwer Q "’ .arliamentary Confrontation Q Y.s 
across Political sPectrum confront 2overnment over arms 
e6Ports to Israelz citin2 JetWarim Corridor as :bill Wone: 
and 9uestionin2 comPlicity in Har crimes,

0S Jovemwer Q ICC Issues Arrest Barrants Q International 
Criminal Court issues arrest Harrants for Jetanyahu and 
Gallant for crimes a2ainst humanity and Har crimes, Also 
issues Harrants for Ramas leaders,

0K Jovemwer  Q  gewanon  Cease5re  Q  A  cease5re  is 
wrobered limitin2 ReWwollah/s Presence near the worder, 
krin2s temPorary halt to gewanon front,

DECEMBER 2024

Uecemwer Q jamine Conditions Q "J a2encies rePort 
entire PoPulation of GaWa facin2 acute food insecurity, 
jamine conditions in northern areas, All SK waberies in 
north destroyed,

2025: INTENSIFICATION,  REGIONAL  WAR,  AND 
INTERNATIONAL FRACTURES

JANUARY 2025

S1 'anuary Q "’ .arliamentary Fewellion Q Rouse of 
Commons  session  reveals  deeP  divisions  over  arms 
e6Ports to Israel, Y.s cite evidence of Har crimes and 
9uestion 2overnment comPlicity,

xNK

PRO
O
F



S7 'anuary Q GaWa Cease5re A2reement Q A truce is reached 
wetHeen Israel and Ramas includin2 Provisions for aid and 
hosta2e e6chan2es, Riolations we2in soon aEerHard,

04 'anuary Q Uonald TrumP Inau2urated Q TrumP returns 
to  Presidency,  8i2nals  stron2  suPPort  for  Jetanyahu 
2overnment and Israeli oPerations,

FEBRUARY–MARCH 2025

On2oin2 Q Ueath Toll 8urPasses D4z444 Q 3stimates su22est 
actual death toll far hi2her Hhen includin2 those under 
ruwwle and indirect deaths from hun2erz diseasez lacb of 
medical care,

ge2al  .roceedin2s  36Pand  Q  Rind  FaLaw  joundation 
5les over N4 le2al  comPlaints  across 3uroPe,  "niversal 
Lurisdiction cases Proceed in multiPle countries,

S7 Yarch  Q  Glowal  S7D  Coalition  Coordinates  Q  ge2al 
coalition Horbin2 Hith RFj continues Pursuin2 cases across 
S1D Lurisdictions usin2 eyeHitness testimony and forensic 
evidence,

YarchQYay Q FeneHed Israeli Attacbs Q Israel resumes 
si2ni5cant air and 2round oPerations in GaWaz claimin2 
Ramas is reor2anisin2, Cease5re collaPses,

MAY–AUGUST 2025

SN Yay Q S7 Au2ust Q YaLor GaWa Opensive Q Israel launches 
a neH 2round and air camPai2n across GaWaz causin2 mass 
casualties, Three-month oPeration devastates remainin2 
infrastructure,
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'"J3 040D

S1 'une Q Israel 8tribes Iran Q Israel initiates maLor airstribes 
on Iranian nuclearz missilez and military infrastructurez 
we2innin2 tHelve-day IranQIsrael Har,

S7 'une Q Iran/s Yissile 8alvo Q Iran 5res wallistic missiles at 
Israeli military and civilian sitesz includin2 a direct hit on a 
hosPital in ke/er 8heva, 8i2ni5cant casualties on woth sides,

0x 'une Q IranQIsrael Cease5re Q A "8-wrobered deal ends 
the short wut intense IranQIsrael Har aEer tHelve days of 
hostilities,

AUGUST–OCTOBER 2025

04 Au2ust Q 0 Octower Q Au2ust Opensive Q Additional 
Israeli oPerations intensify across central and northern 
GaWa,

SEPTEMBER 2025

7 8ePtemwer Q Israeli Attacb on Vatar Q Israel launches 
an airstribe in Uohaz Vatarz tar2etin2 senior Ramas 52ures 
Present  for cease5re  discussions,  8tribe  violates  Vatari 
soverei2nty and tri22ers diPlomatic crisis, Vatar threatens 
to HithdraH from re2ional mediation eports,

040D Q On2oin2 qemen jront Q Routhi forces continue 
attacbin2 Fed 8ea shiPPin2 throu2hout the yearÓ the "8z "’z 
and Israel conduct rePeated stribes in qemen,

OCTOBER 2025

S4 Octower  Q  Cease5re  Tabes  Rold  Q  jra2ile  cease5re 
halts  womwardment aEer tHo years  of  devastatin2 Har, 
.alestinians dare to hoPe the catastroPhe mi2ht we endin2,
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SK Octower Q "8 "nveils UraE 04-.oint GaWa .lan Q Bithin 
a Heeb of cease5rez Bashin2ton circulates draE Plan for 
GaWa/s futurez includin2 International 8tawilisation jorce 
and "8-led :koard of .eace,:

0D Octower Q Centcom .roduces Yilitary .lannin2 .aPers 
Q "8 Central Command develoPs 5rst detailed military 
Plannin2 documents for divided GaWaz outlinin2 :2reen 
Wone: and :red Wone: concePt,

0– Octower  Q  'ordan  gisted  as  .otential  Contriwutor 
Q  .enta2on  Plannin2  PaPers  list  'ordan  as  Potential 
contriwutor of hundreds of trooPs and thousands of Policez 
desPite ’in2 Awdullah/s Puwlic refusal,

07 Octower Q Intelli2ence Assessments on Ramas Q "8 
intelli2ence rePorts conclude Ramas is already reassertin2 
administrative control in Hestern GaWa (the desi2nated :red 
Wone:),

14 Octower Q .A Involvement Timeline 8et Q "8 Plannin2 
notes  state  .alestinian Authority involvement  Hon/t  we 
achievawle wefore Vx 040N at earliestz revealin2 lon2-term 
forei2n control,

NOVEMBER 2025

0 Jovemwer Q Binter 8torms ke2in Q 8evere Hinter storms 
we2in ;oodin2 tent encamPments across GaWa, UisPlaced 
families Hade throu2h freeWin2 mud and seHa2e,

1 Jovemwer Q 'ordan Feiterates Fefusal Q Uays wefore "J 
votez 'ordan formally reiterates it Hill not dePloy trooPs 
to GaWaz  callin2 such ParticiPation Politically e6Plosive 
domestically,
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x Jovemwer Q Fed %one Feconstruction .lans Fevealed Q 
Internal "8 notes descriwe reconstruction in Hestern GaWa 
:red Wone: as :not Presently feasiwle: Hith no Plans wefore 
040K,

N Jovemwer Q  Araw  8tates  Uemand  Timeline  Q  Vatar 
and 32yPt issue Loint statements suPPortin2 cease5re wut 
demandin2 clear timeline for Israeli HithdraHalz Hhich "8 
Plan does not Provide,

–QS4 Jovemwer Q YaLor CamP jloodin2 Q 8evere ;oodin2 
destroys tent camPs across GaWa, Children droHnz families 
lose Hhat little they have, International aid 2rouPs descriwe 
catastroPhic conditions,

7 Jovemwer Q Israel FeaMrms Yaterial klocbs Q Israel 
reaMrms Policy wlocbin2 :dual-use: materials includin2 tent 
Polesz tarPaulinsz 2enerators and PiPes needed for Hinter 
survival,

SS Jovemwer  Q  Yediators  Barn  of  jroWen  Con;ict  Q 
International mediators Puwlicly Harn that Hithout full 
dePloyment and Political resolutionz GaWa risbs wecomin2 
Permanent :not Harz not Peace: froWen con;ict,

S0 Jovemwer Q "J 8ecurity Council .asses I8j Yandate 
Q "J 8ecurity Council adoPts "8 resolution authorisin2 
International  8tawilisation  jorce  for  GaWa  2reen  Wone, 
Fesolution  Passes  S1-4  Hith  tHo  awstentions  (Al2eriaz 
Fussia),

S0 Jovemwer Q .alestinian Authority Belcomes Fesolution 
Q .A Puwlicly Helcomes "J vote as PathHay wacb to GaWaz 
wut internal memos Harn of :le2itimacy crisis: if .A seen 
returnin2 under forei2n occuPation,
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S1 Jovemwer Q Ramas OMcially FeLects .lan Q Uay aEer 
"J votez Ramas cate2orically reLects entire Partition Planz 
refuses disarmamentz denounces I8j and koard of .eace 
as :occuPation wy other means,:

Sx Jovemwer  Q  Guardian  36Poses  .artition  .lan  Q 
Guardian  Puwlishes  leabed  "8  military  documents 
revealin2 full  e6tent of 2reen WoneZred Wone divisionz 
restriction  of  reconstructionz  inte2ration  Hith  Israeli 
forces,

Yid-Jovemwer  Q  S,D  Yillion  8till  Bithout  8helter  Q 
Rumanitarian assessments shoH S,D million .alestinians 
still Haitin2 for Hinterised shelter materials, Jearly all 
infrastructure Hest of yelloH line non-functional,

gate  040D  Q  Cease5re  Riolations  Q  Israel  accused 
of  hundreds  of  cease5re  violations,  Yore  than  144 
.alestinians billed aEer the cease5re we2ins,

gate 040D Q gewanon Tensions Fise A2ain Q Israel carries 
out tar2eted billin2s of ReWwollah commanders, ReWwollah 
resPonds Hith cross-worder rocbet and drone attacbs,

.gAJJ3U TIY3gIJ3& 040NQ040K
 
 (ComPiled from leabed Plannin2 documents and oMcial 
statements,)

 
 (ComPiled from leabed Plannin2 documents and oMcial 
statements,)

S 'anuary 040N Q koard of .eace ke2ins Yandate Q "8-led 
:koard of .eace: chaired wy TrumP scheduled to we2in 
overseein2 GaWa transition, Yandate runs until 040K,
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gate  'anuary  040N  Q  I8j  UePloyment  to  ke2in  Q 
International 8tawilisation jorce scheduled to we2in Phased 
dePloyment in GaWa 2reen Wonez :startin2 small: Hith feH 
hundred trooPs,

jewruary 040N Q Green %one Activation Q Green Wone to 
we formally activated under I8j control, Feconstruction 
limited to this eastern area only,

Yarch  040N  Q  Green  %one  Feconstruction  8tarts  Q 
Feconstruction ProLects scheduled to we2in in 2reen Wone, 
I8j to  estawlish  control  of  crossin2s  alon2  yelloH line 
dividin2 GaWa,

APril  040N Q .alestinian .olice Trainin2 ke2ins Q JeH 
044-oMcer .alestinian Police force to we2in trainin2 under 
international oversi2htz restricted to 2reen Wone oPerations,

Yid-040N Q jull Inte2ration Hith IUj Q I8j e6Pected to 
achieve full oPerational inte2ration Hith Israeli military 
units stationed alon2 yelloH line and at crossin2s,

Vx 040N Q 3arliest .A Administrative .resence Q .alestinian 
Authority administrative involvement deemed achievawle 
no  earlier  than  fourth  9uarter  040Nz  over a  year  aEer 
cease5re,

Yid-040K  Q  .alestinian  .olice  jorce  36Pands  Q  If  all 
wenchmarbs metz .alestinian Police could scale to xz444 
oMcersz still only one-5Eh of total security Presence in 2reen 
Wone,

040K  Q Fed  %one  Feconstruction  FevieH  Q  "8  Plans 
contin2ent revieH of Hestern GaWa reconstruction, TrumP/s 
koard of .eace mandate scheduled to end, Jo 2uarantees 
for uni5ed 2overnance,
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HUMAN TOLL BY LATE 2025

GaWa& Over K4z444 .alestinians billed (oMcial 52uresÓ actual 
toll libely si2ni5cantly hi2her), Thousands more inLured or 
missin2 under ruwwle,

Israel& Around 0zS44 Israelis billed across all fronts since 
Octower 0401,

Fe2ional&  gewanonz  Iranz  qemenz  and  8yria  all  super 
additional casualties tied to the re2ional con;ict,

ONGOING CONTEXT

Throu2hout this Period Q Over 0D4 .alestinian Lournalists 
billed (hi2hest  death toll  for Lournalists  in  any con;ict 
in history)Ó Over D44 medical Horbers and aid Horbers 
billedÓ K4  of GaWa/s housin2 stocb dama2ed or destroyedÓ 
All universities in GaWa destroyed or severely dama2edÓ 
74  of PoPulation disPlaced at least oncez many multiPle 
timesÓ ComPlete wreabdoHn of healthz Haterz and sanitation 
systemsÓ  International  community remains  divided on 
resPonseÓ Bestern arms suPPlies to Israel continue desPite 
IC'  and  ICC  rulin2sÓ  Glowal  Protests  for  .alestinian 
ri2hts reach unPrecedented scaleÓ  8Plits emer2e Hithin 
2overnmentsz  institutionsz  and  civil  society over GaWaÓ 
8ocial media wecomes Primary wattle5eld for truth and 
ProPa2anda,
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Note on Casualty Figures – Palestinian Health Ministry 
dgures are usec as they are the only mopvrehensibe mount 
abailaWle anc habe Ween balicatec Wy OH,U .N agenmies 
anc incevencent researmhersI wsraeli gobernpent has not 
vrobicec alternatibe mopvrehensibe cataI Figures are ficely 
monsicerec uncermounts as thousancs repain uncer ruWWle 
anc  inciremt  ceaths  Trop  hunger  anc  cisease  are  not 
inmlucec in o7mial totalsI 0he dgure oT +2U2225 Wy late 
626k reGemts mupulatibe masualties amross the Tull verioc oT 
monGimtI wn early 626zU wsraeli pecia mitec a senior wsraeli 
semurity sourme as saying the pilitary nof ammevts that pore 
than +2U222 Palestinians habe Ween Dillec in Sa(aI

Note  on )ates  – xope ebents  Jvartimularly striDes  anc 
masualties/ are avvrojipate as ejamt tiping is ci7mult to 
beriTy in amtibe monGimt (onesI Ohere cates are cisvutec 
or unmertainU this is notecI Priority giben to post reliaWle 
sourmes inmlucing .N comupentationU wCRLwCC dlingsU anc 
beridec inbestigatibe YournalispI

Note on 3egional Contejt – 0his tipeline integrates ebents 
amross the Wroacer regional monGimt inmlucing the 4eWanon 
Tront JHe(Wollah/U ;epen Tront JHouthis anc 3ec xea/U anc 
ciremt wran–wsrael hostilitiesI 0hese intermonnemtec theatres 
Torp vart  oT  the  sape strategim  vimture  triggerec Wy + 
,mtoWer 626<I
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