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To the more than 260 Palestinian reporters, photographers and 
editors who were killed documenting this genocide aIer bsrael 

tried to flind.old the world to itM yaG their record fe the 
conscience o. our timeM
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za"a is the vworst ejer conWict .or reportersv with more Vournalists 
killed in two Gears than Yorld Yar b, Yorld Yar bb, qietnam, 

Augoslajia, bra“ and ’.ghanistan, comfinedM

Costs of War Project, Brown University

”Ye make the fest weapons in the world, we…je gijen a lot to bsrael 
MMM and Gou used them wellO

US President Donald Trump, 13 October 2025, Speech to 
Israeli Knesset

”zenocide7 is a crime which shocks the conscience o. mankindMO

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 96(I), 1946

”Aoung people won…t rememfer Bctofer 1 the same waGM Ye need to 
ensure when historG fooks are written, theG don…t write afout the 

jictims o. za"aMO

Former US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 13 January 
2026, Israel Security BriegnY at Mirxam Institute

”2G waG o. deception, thou shalt do warO

A ma’im of Mossad, Israel9s foreiYn intelliYence aYency
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The World Watched Gaza Burn

This book is a record of the world's vrst limestreaged :enocidey 
docugented not bp forei:n corres,ondents in the veldP but lar:elp 
bp the .alestinians bein: killedH

In October 2023, the world looked directly into Gaza and did 
not turn away. For the srmt ti'e in himtory, a 'odern ar'yfm 
demtruction ov a cipilian -o-ulation wam recorded vro' 
inmide the killgzone by the -eo-le beinP killed. xalemtinianm 
sl'ed their  snal  hourm,  broadcamtinP the  end  ov  their 
e;imtence to billionmN the Penocide unvolded in real ti'e, 
undeniable, un'immable.

To one would eper be able to clai' they had not known.

+him  chronicle  drawm  on  the  authorfm  300E  Gaza  newm 
re-ortm -ublimhed mince 2023, mu--le'ented by thirdg-arty 
docu'entation, eyewitnemm temti'ony, Popern'ent recordm, 
leaked 'e'om, court slinPm and the pamt diPital archipe 
created by xalemtinianm the'melpem. jpery clai' ham been 
crommgreverenced aPainmt 'ulti-le mourcem and epery mtatimtic 
traced to itm oriPin. +he mourcinP mtyle vapourm narratipe 
intePration oper acade'ic vootnotinP but the epidentiary 
voundation im vorenmic.

+him im not adpocacy dimPuimed am Kournalim'N it im Kournalim' 
that revumem to manitime what the epidence mhowm. +he Poal im 
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neither to -ermuade nor to inqa'e, but to create a record that 
murpipem the voP ov -ro-aPanda and the eromion ov 'e'ory. 

+he author ov  thim  book ham  re-orted vro' war zonem 
oper two decadem, bePinninP with the theatre ov Somopo 
am a Kournalim' mtudent, then on to IraL, Budan, …iberia 
and :eirut. jpery conqict had a va'iliar mcri-tN the -remm 
briesnPm, the emcortm, the 'ilitary cenmorm, the 'anaPed 
tourm ov curated ruinm’ but Gaza wam di“erent. Imrael mealed 
the enclape not only vro' emmential mu--liem but vro' the 
Kournalimtm who would nor'ally bear witnemm. +here were 
no conpoym ov correm-ondentm dripinP into a battered city, 
no ropinP crewm KuPPlinP the rimk ov inKury or death with 
the reward ov recordinP eragdesninP coperaPe on the vront 
line... thim wam the srmt war where the -remm wam deliberately 
e;cluded in total.

Gaza beca'e a black bo;” itm only liPht, the qicker ov itm 
-eo-leMm -honem. +he truth ov the ammault murpiped only 
becaume xalemtinianm recorded it until their batteriem died 
or their lipem  were taken.  jach 'orninP vro' October 
2023 onward, the Plobal -ublic o-ened mcreenm to new 
ruinm, new children wra--ed in mheetm, new lipemtrea'm cut 
mhort 'idgmentence. +he Plobal piewer beca'e a vrontgmeat 
witnemm. Gopern'entm 'outhed the va'iliar ritual 4Imrael 
ham the riPht to devend itmelv,1 epen am entire dimtrictm were 
-ounded into dumt. +he -ro-aPanda 'achine did what it 
alwaym doem in the srmt hourm ov a war” it built a wall ov 'yth, 
but thim ti'e that wall cru'bled am Luickly am it wam erected 
while reality wam beinP mtrea'ed vro' beneath it.

+he vootaPe vro' Gaza wam raw, i''ediate and hu'an. 
Wotherm clutchinP dead children, Kournalimtm broadcamtinP 
until an airmtrike hit bemide the', murPeonm workinP by the 
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liPht ov their ixhonem am Peneratorm vailed. In the abmence 
ov the voreiPn -remm, xalemtinianm beca'e the chroniclerm ov 
their own demtructionN re-ortinP, sl'inP and m-eakinP to 
um am it wam ha--eninP. Wore than D00 Kournalimtm would be 
killed in the srmt year alone, the hiPhemt death toll vor the 
-rovemmion in any conqict in himtory. 

Jhat  'ade  Gaza  di“erent  wam  not  only  the  mcale 
ov  the  killinP,  but  the  i'-ommibility  ov  lookinP  away. 
Global audiencem watched hom-italm operwhel'ed, watched 
va'iliem diPPinP throuPh rubble with bare handm, watched 
children mtarpe while 'ileglonP aid conpoym waited at mealed 
Patem.

Hnd yet,  GazaMm  Kournalimtm  worked  unqinchinPly.  Jael 
algYahdouh,  Hl  –azeeraMm  local  bureau  chiev,  continued 
broadcamtinP epen a5er Imraeli mtrikem killed him wive, mon, 
dauPhter and Prandmon in October 2023. Jhen amked why 
he returned to re-ortinP within hourm ov buryinP him va'ily, 
he anmwered mi'-ly” 4+he world 'umt mee.1 In –anuary 202A, 
him eldemt mon 6a'za, almo a Kournalimt, wam killed by another 
Imraeli mtrike. Cet, Yahdouh -atiently waited vor the Pallery in 
Yoha to tell hi' when to mtart m-eakinP aPain’ him -remence 
ongmcreen a my'bol ov xalemtinian witnemm and a revumal to let 
Priev milence truth.

GazaMm  Penocide  wam  not  hidden  behind  narratipeN  it 
mtruPPled to be hidden at all. For the srmt ti'e in 'odern 
warvare, truth outran the 'achinery built to bury it.

#asbara U the Imraeli mtatefm -ro-aPanda mymte' U vound 
itmelv sPhtinP a 'ore di$cult ene'y than 'ilitantm” the 
worldfm eyem. For two yearm, mo'e vollowed thim onmlauPht 
daygbygday, niPhtgbygniPht, trackinP epery mtate'ent, epery 
denial, epery atte'-t to inpert the 'eaninP ov what the 
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ca'eram  mhowed.  +he  archipe  im  pamt”  eyewitnemm 
temti'oniem, o$cial briesnPm, leaked docu'entm, matellite 
i'aPery and the tenm ov thoumandm ov pideom and 'emmaPem 
xalemtinianm u-loaded bevore their accountm went dark.

Jhat bePan am Kournalim' beca'e recordgkee-inP that 
will enmure Gaza will be one ov the 'omt docu'ented 
cri'em in himtory’ and, mi'ultaneoumly, one ov the 'omt 
contemted. +he mtruPPle wam no lonPer only oper territory 
or mopereiPnty but oper 'e'ory itmelv.

+him book im an atte'-t to -remerpe that 'e'ory. It im not 
a cataloPue ov atrocity vor itm own make, but a record ov how 
truth vouPht to murpipe mymte'atic dimtortion. It chartm 
how Popern'entm, 'edia inmtitutionm and -olitical elitem 
rehearmed lanPuaPe to blunt the horror” 4murPical mtrikem,1 
4hu'an mhieldm,1 4terror tarPetm1 and 4collateral da'aPe.1 
Jordm beca'e the inmtru'entm ov a mecond ammault” one 
ai'ed not at bodiem but at co'-rehenmion. +he Poal wam 
clearN vracture the -ublicMm ability to undermtand what it 
wam watchinP, or who to a--ortion bla'e to.

Cet 'illionm ov ordinary -eo-le undermtood inmtinctipely 
when they maw children -ulled  vro' the  rubble,  and 
recoPnimed what wam ha--eninP. +hey maw the Kournalimtm 
killed  while  wearinP  -remm  pemtm  and  they  maw  the 
mtarpation, the miePe, the bo'bed hom-italm. xeo-le did not 
need e;-ertm to decode the 'eaninP ov what they could 
not unmee.

GazaMm raw vootaPe cut throuPh decadem ov snelyghoned 
narratipe dimci-line. It e;-omed the vraPility ov Jemtern 
melvgi'aPe, the vailure ov international law to -repent what 
it  wam  demiPned to  -repent  and de'ocraciem  that  built 
their re-utationm on hu'an riPhtm -ro'imem yet continued 
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wea-onm tranmverm and di-lo'atic -rotection dem-ite pamt 
cipilian camualtiem.

+hat -rotection did not e'erPe m-ontaneoumlyN it wam 
cultipated throuPh a denme ecomymte' ov -olitical snancinP 
that rewarded co'-liance and -unimhed depiation. Yata 
co'-iled by +rack HIxH9,  analyminP Federal  jlection 
9o''immion  recordm,  mhowm  that  the  'omt  reliable 
devenderm ov Imraelfm Gaza ca'-aiPn in 8B 9onPremm were 
almo itm 'omt heapilygvunded benesciariem.

:y 2027, the spe larPemt liveti'e reci-ientm ov -rogImrael 
lobby 'oney in 9onPremm had collectipely receiped 'ore 
than IJ 'illion. Ht the to- wam Benate Ke-ublican leader 
Witch Wc9onnell, who had receiped a--ro;i'ately ID.L7 
'illion.  In  October  2023  he  declared,  4Imrael  im  our 
mtronPemt  ally in  the  world.  Je trumt  the',1 and then 
cha'-ioned an unconditional IDA billion ar'm -ackaPe. 
Benator +ed 9ruz, reci-ient ov rouPhly ID.MJ 'illion, went 
vurther” 4+he 8nited Btatem 'umt enmure that Imrael ham 
all the wea-onm and all the ti'e that it needm to utterly 
eradicate 6a'am.1

On the Ye'ocratic mide, Benator Kon Jyden, with liveti'e 
-rogImrael contributionm e;ceedinP ID.2M 'illion, criticimed 
Tetanyahufm conduct while potinP to mumtain the wea-onm 
-i-eline that 'ade the depamtation -ommible. In the 6oume, 
B-eaker Wike –ohnmon, reci-ient ov 'ore than ID 'illion, 
umed him aPendagmettinP -ower to vorce Imraelgonly aid billm 
and denounce ceamesre callm am 4outraPeoum.1

+rack HIxH9fm data doem not allePe illePality. Itm miPniscance 
liem elmewhere” law'akerm who receipe the 'omt -rogImrael 
vundinP deliper the 'omt reliable -olitical outco'em. In 
thim menme, Gaza wam devended not only by wea-onm and 
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petoem, but by a snancial architecture that tranmvor'ed 
donor -reverence into 8B voreiPn -olicy.

+him  book  im  written  vor  the  record,  but  almo  out  ov 
conmcience. It vollowm the colla-me ov o$cial mtoriem and the 
e'erPence ov the truth. It e;a'inem how a Plobal audience, 
connected by e'-athy and witnemm, challenPed the -ower 
ov the 'omt mo-himticated invor'ation a--aratum in the 
Widdle jamt, with 'icro'anaPed Puidance by the worldfm 
only mu-er-ower. It amkm why, dem-ite the relentlemm pimibility 
ov the cri'e, the killinP im allowed to continue.

Gaza held u- a 'irror to the world and in it, nationm maw not 
an ene'y but their own 'oral colla-me. +him book doem not 
arPue that epery death wam intentionalN it arPuem mo'ethinP 
'ore -recime’ that the mtructurem in -lace g the miePe, the 
dehu'animation, the i'-unity g 'ade 'amm cipilian death 
inepitable, and that thome who 'aintained thome mtructurem 
knew thim.

+he Penocide did not ha--en in darknemm, but under a 
m-otliPht” and yet, mtill the bo'bm vell and mtill Popern'entm 
continued to ar' Imrael throuPhout.

+he account ov it that vollowm doem not bePin on J October 
nor with the vailure ov intelliPence mymte'm or with the 
colla-me ov -olitical leadermhi-... It bePinm decadem bevore 
in the architecture ov miePe that 'ade much an e;-lomion 
inepitable, and it bePinm with a mymte' built to contain a 
-eo-le and erame their himtory” a mtructure ov do'ination 
that wam inepitably met to -roduce catamtro-he.
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The Architecture of Siege

Gaza’s destruction did not begin on 7 October 2023. It began with 
the architecture of siege: a system designed to cage, starve and 
ultimately break a population into submission.

Long before rockets, massacres, or mass graves, Gaza existed 
in a state of engineered su.ocationI lts swoh deat; has not a 
secretp it has a yowicq, meticuwouswq documented and Fuietwq 
acceyted bq a horwd t;at ;ad grohn accustomed to t;e 
abnormawitq of its su.eringI

2or sixteen qears a0er t;e 6HH- ewections broug;t 3amas 
to yoher P an outcome internationaw observers certiSed 
as free and fair P t;e 6I’ miwwion Bawestinians of t;e Gaza 
1triy wived hit;in an arc;itecture of controw uniFue in its 
totawitqI lsraewTs yerimeter fence, a biwwionPdowwar wattice of 
steew and concrete, has yeryetuawwq hatc;ed bq a siwent armq 
of drones, automated gun turrets and surveiwwance tohers 
covered in cameras so yoherfuw t;eq couwd read a wicence 
ywate from ;awf a miwe ahaqI

‘eqond t;e s;ore, lsraewi gunboats enforced a maritime 
bwockade, yenning Ss;ermen into a s;rinking zone of t;ree 
nauticaw miwes, sometimes wessI ln t;is ;ermeticawwqPseawed 
horwd, everq yerson crossing a c;eckyoint, everq caworie 
entering  t;e  1triy,  everq  hatt  of  ewectricitq  Dohing 
t;roug; its criyywed grid and everq bqte transmitted from 
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a  smarty;one  or  waytoy  has  counted,  controwwed,  and 
heayonisedI

“;e sqstemTs arc;itects termed it ”economic harfareTI “;e 
lsraewi wahqer and syeciaw advisor, Eov –eisgwass, exyressed 
its cruew yrecision in 6HH- h;en ;e stated t;at t;e goaw has 
to Uyut t;e Bawestinians on a diet, but not to make t;em die 
of ;ungerI: “;is has no rogue commentp it ;ad crqstawwised 
into state yowicqI lt has t;e arit;metic of cruewtq turned into 
governanceI

“;e conseFuences here rewentwessI Cwectricitq A t;e wifebwood 
of modern societq A arrived in Sts and starts for four to eig;t 
;ours a daq, its Doh dictated bq lsraewTs strategic cawcuwations 
and CgqytTs rewuctant coPoyerationI –it;out yoher, hater 
yumys faiwed, Dooding streets hit; sehage h;ere c;iwdren 
ywaqedI

‘rackis;,  contaminated hater yoisoned t;e  hewwsI  2uew 
convoqs here rationed bq syreads;eetp ;osyitaws, running 
on generators, here forced to s;ut dohn ventiwators and 
incubators at nig;t to conserve yoherI  lsraewTs  yowiticaw 
and miwitarq weaders;iy wabewwed t;is intricate sqstem of 
deyrivation ”securitqTI ónder internationaw wah, it has knohn 
bq its true nameN cowwective yunis;mentI

Cven ‘ritainTs future yrime minister, Eavid 7ameron A 
a  yowitician  hit;  no  sqmyat;q for 3amas  A  described 
Gaza in 6HWH as Uan oyenPair yrison:I Ontjnio Guterres, 
t;e 1ecretarqPGeneraw of t;e ónited …ations, towd t;e ó… 
Generaw Ossembwq WH qears a0er t;at, Ulf t;ere is a ;eww on 
eart;, it is t;e wives of c;iwdren in Gaza todaqI:

“;is  arc;itecture  of  suyyression  did  not  begin  on  K 
Jctober 6H6’I lt has awreadq deeywq embedded in –estern 
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institutions, Fuietwq disciywining Bawestinian visibiwitq even 
h;en no har has underhaqI Jne of t;e cwearest examywes 
unfowded not in a yarwiament or courtroom, but in t;e 
corridor of a London c;iwdrenTs ;osyitawI

The Hospital That Censored Gaza’s Children

ln 2ebruarq 6H6’, eig;t mont;s before t;e Gaza har houwd 
return to t;e horwdTs front yages, a Fuiet act of erasure took 
ywace inside one of LondonTs most resyected ;osyitawsI

Owong  a  corridor  outside  t;e  c;iwdrenTs  outyatient 
deyartment at 7;ewsea and –estminster 3osyitaw, a disywaq 
;ad stood for more t;an a decadeI lt has not yowiticaw in 
anq conventionaw senseI lt consisted of ceramic ywates, eac; 
;andPyainted bq sc;oowc;iwdren in Gaza as yart of a cuwturaw 
exc;ange yroRect hit; yuyiws attending t;e ;osyitawTs ohn 
syeciawist sc;oow for qoung yatientsI

“;e yroRect has cawwed ”7rossing ‘orders P O 2estivaw of 
BwatesTI “;e images here simywe and unmistakabwq c;iwdwikeN 
owive trees, Ss;ing boats, birds, ;ouses, sunrisesI Jne ywate 
s;ohed  t;e  gowden  dome  of  awPOFsa  mosFueI  Onot;er 
incwuded a Bawestinian DagI Jt;ers deyicted ordinarq scenes 
of  wife  in  GazaN  markets,  famiwies,  t;e  seaI  Cac;  has 
accomyanied bq a smaww ;andhritten caytion exywaining 
h;at t;e c;iwd ;ad drahn and h;qI “;e ywates ;ad ;ung 
t;ere Fuietwq for qears,  o.ering sick c;iwdren and t;eir 
famiwies a moment of cowour and connectionI “;eq ;ad 
generated no controversqI …o yrotests, no yetitions, no 
comywaints from yatientsZ untiw a wetter arrivedI

ln  earwq  2ebruarq  6H6’,  t;e  ;osyitawTs  c;ief  executive 
received a formaw wegaw communication from ó4 Lahqers 
for lsraew, a hewwPfunded advocacq grouy t;at syeciawises in 

W6



wegaw and reguwatorq yressure on yubwic bodiesI “;e wetter 
asserted t;at t;e yresence of t;e Gaza c;iwdrenTs arthork 
has making 9ehis; yatients feew Uvuwnerabwe, ;arassed and 
victimisedI: lt  cwaimed t;at certain images,  yarticuwarwq 
t;e Eome of t;e 5ock hit; a Bawestinian Dag, couwd be 
interyreted as denqing 9ehis; rewigious ties to 9erusawem and 
t;erefore amounted to discriminationI

“;e wetter invoked t;e CFuawitq OctI lt harned t;e ;osyitaw 
t;at awwohing t;e ywates to remain on disywaq couwd exyose 
it to wegaw wiabiwitqI “;ere has no evidence t;at anq yatient 
;ad comywainedI …o named individuaw and no recorded 
grievancep Rust t;e wetterI “;e ;osyitaw removed t;e arthork 
hit;in daqsI O decadePwong disywaq created bq c;iwdren in 
Gaza has taken dohn from t;e hawws of a ‘ritis; c;iwdrenTs 
;osyitaw not because it has disruytive, inDammatorq, or 
;atefuw, but because a wegaw wobbq grouy ;ad said it mig;t 
o.endI –;en t;e decision became yubwic,  t;e ;osyitaw 
issued a carefuwwqPhorded statementI 

lt said it regretted t;at t;e arthork ;ad o.ended some 
communities and t;at its  removaw ;ad o.ended ot;ers 
and yromised to Uhork hit; rewevant yarties: to Snd a 
haq forhardI “;e ywates here ywaced in storage, but t;e 
damage ;ad awreadq been doneI 2reedom of lnformation 
discwosures water reveawed h;at manq ;ad susyectedN no 
formaw comywaints from yatients or famiwies ;ad ever been 
woggedI “;e sowe trigger for t;e removaw has t;e intervention 
bq ó4 Lahqers for lsraewI

“;e ;osyitaw ;ad not heig;ed comyeting yatient viehsI lt 
;ad not consuwted t;e c;iwdren h;o created t;e arthork 
or considered t;e broader yrinciywe of artistic exyressionp 
it ;ad simywq comywiedI “;e message has unmistakabweN 
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Bawestinian  identitq  itsewf  ;ad  been  deemed  too  riskq 
for a yubwic ;osyitaw  hawwI  “;e reaction has shi0I 7iviw 
wiberties grouys, educators and camyaigners condemned t;e 
decision as censors;iyI “;e Bawestine 1owidaritq 7amyaign 
described  it  as  a  case  studq in  ;oh wegaw  intimidation 
has  being used  to  siwence  Bawestinian  voices  in  ‘ritis; 
institutionsI –riters and artists harned t;at even t;e most 
innocent exyressions of Bawestinian wife here noh being 
treated as susyectI

“;e Bawestinian diywomatic reyresentative in London at t;e 
time, 3usam Momwot, hrote directwq to t;e ;osyitawI 3e 
cawwed t;e removaw discriminatorq and de;umanising, an act 
t;at erased Bawestinian c;iwdren from a syace designed to 
care for c;iwdrenI “ho qears water, a0er t;e ónited 4ingdom 
formawwq recognised t;e 1tate of Bawestine, t;at same mission 
became t;e Cmbassq of Bawestine in LondonI “;e wegaw status 
of Bawestinian reyresentation c;anged, but t;e ywates did not 
returnI

–;at made t;e 7;ewsea 3osyitaw eyisode so reveawing has 
not simywq t;at art  ;ad been removed, but ;oh it  ;ad 
been removedI …o riot, no yrotest or emergencqp Rust a 
wahqerTs wetter and institutionaw fearI “;is has not harN t;is 
has yeacePtime ‘ritainI Cven ;ere, in a ;osyitaw corridor 
decorated bq c;iwdren, Bawestinian existence ;ad been ruwed 
incomyatibwe hit; neutrawitqI lt has a harning of h;at has to 
come

The Prophet of Demographic Doom

“;e ;ermeticawwqPseawed siege wocking uy over tho miwwion 
yeoywe from everq angwe in Gaza has not imyrovisationI 
lt has t;e fuwSwment of a vision articuwated decades earwier 
bq lsraewTs most inDuentiaw demogray;ic strategist, a man 
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h;ose yroy;ecies s;ayed government yowicq at t;e ;ig;est 
wevews and h;ose hords houwd yrove yrescientI

Ornon 1o.er, an emeritus yrofessor of geogray;q at t;e 
óniversitq of 3aifa, began ;is career in t;e earwq W)KHs 
observing h;at ;e cawwed Ugrohing Orab yoyuwation centres: 
in lsraewTs nort;ern Gawiwee regionI “;is demogray;ic s;i0, 
;e bewieved, t;reatened t;e securitq and 9ehis; identitq 
of  t;e  stateI  Os  founder  of  t;e  universitqTs  geogray;q 
deyartment, ;e dreh mays ;ig;wig;ting h;at ;e viehed 
as cruciaw geogray;ic and demogray;ic trends, yresenting 
t;em to government and miwitarq o$ciaws h;o wistened 
hit; rayt attentionI 3is harnings resonated deeywq hit;in 
yowiticaw circwesI

Oriew 1;aron, lsraewTs former yrime minister, reyortedwq 
soug;t 1o.erTs  advice h;en devewoying t;e 6HH8 Gaza 
Eisengagement BwanI “;e ywan yroyosed a uniwateraw lsraewi 
hit;drahaw from Gaza not to grant Bawestinians freedom, 
but to avoid h;at 1o.er cawwed t;e Udemogray;ic bomb:N t;e 
reawitq t;at a singwe state controwwing aww t;e territorq from t;e 
Kediterranean to t;e 9ordan 5iver houwd soon ;ave an Orab 
maRoritqI

ln a 6HH( intervieh hit; “;e 9erusawem Bost, titwed UltTs 
t;e  Eemogray;q,  1tuyid,:  1o.er waid  out  a  vision  t;at 
has eFuaw yarts yragmatic and ayocawqyticZ U–;en 6I8 
miwwion  yeoywe  wive  in  a  cwosedPo.  Gaza,  itTs  going  to 
be a ;uman catastroy;e,: ;e yredicted hit; disturbing 
accuracqI  “;en  came  t;e  statement  t;at  houwd  deSne 
;is wegacq and reveaw t;e genocidaw wogic at t;e ;eart of 
lsraewi yowicqN U1o, if he hant to remain awive, he hiww ;ave 
to kiww  and kiww  and kiwwI  Oww  daq,  everq daqI: “;e hords 
;ung in t;e air wike a verdict awreadq yronouncedI 1o.er 
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continuedN Uóniwateraw seyaration doesnTt guarantee ”yeaceIT 
lt guarantees a MionistP9ehis; state hit; an overh;ewming 
maRoritq of 9ehsI:

3is message has brutawwq cwearN t;e onwq haq lsraew couwd 
secure its 9ehis; identitq has to cage GazaTs yoyuwation 
be;ind hawws and fences, and t;en sqstematicawwq destroq anq 
resistance t;at emerged from t;at oyenPair yrisonI 7ritics 
on t;e we0 accused 1o.er of Rustifqing viowence and et;nic 
cweansing, ot;ers sah ;is hords as a ;arrohing but reawistic 
assessment of h;at lsraew mig;t face hit;out decisive actionI

“;ree qears water, in 6HHK, 1o.er soug;t to cwarifq h;at 
;e  cwaimed  ;ad  been  hidewqPmisunderstoodN  Ul  didnTt 
recommend t;at he kiww BawestiniansI l said heTww have to kiww 
t;emI: “;e distinction, to 1o.er, has cruciawN ;e has not 
advocating murder, ;e has yredicting it as an inevitabiwitq 
of demogray;ic mat;ematicsI U–e are wiving in a WHHPqear 
yeriod of terrorism,: ;e stated in t;at 6HHK intervieh, Uand 
he ;ave anot;er WHH qears of terrorism a;ead of usI –e 
hiww forever be forced to wive bq t;e shordI: 3e detaiwed t;e 
disengagement from Gaza as necessarq not for yeace but 
for yreservationN U“;e yuryose of disengagement has not 
to yut an end to terrorism or 4assam SreI lts yuryose has 
to stoy being resyonsibwe for a miwwion and a ;awf Orabs h;o 
continue to muwtiywq in conditions of yovertq and madnessI:

“odaq, Ornon 1o.er is semiPretired but stiww  wectures at 
lsraewTs  …ationaw  Eefence  7owwege,  s;aring ;is  ;ardwine 
demogray;ic t;eories hit; t;e next generation of lsraewi 
miwitarq weadersI 3is core bewief ;as never haveredN Ulf he 
donTt kiww, he hiww cease to existI: 2or 1o.er, t;e numbers are 
not merewq statisticsp t;eq are t;e nationTs fate, and GazaTs 
destruction is not a har crime but a demogray;ic necessitqI 
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‘q 6H6’, 1o.erTs yroy;ecq ;ad materiawised exactwq as ;e 
yredictedZ t;e yrison has buckwing under its ohn heig;tI

O ónited …ations 7onference on “rade and Eevewoyment 
;ad  awreadq  yubwis;ed  a  reyort  eig;t  qears  yrior 
harning  t;at  t;e  qearsPwong  bwockade  and  t;ree 
lsraewi  miwitarq  oyerations  in  six  qears  meant  Gaza 
Ucouwd  become  unin;abitabwe  bq  6H6H:  if  t;e  trend 
continuedI  ó…l7C2  documented  t;at  )K  yercent  of 
its  hater  suyywq  has  unSt  for  ;uman  consumytionI 
“;e  –orwd  ‘ank  estimated  qout;  unemywoqment  at 
over  -H  yercent,  a  Sgure  t;at  syoke  of  a  generation 
hit;  no  futureI  7ontrow  ;ad  become  awgorit;micN 
lsraewTs  7oordinator  of  Government  Octivities  in  t;e 
“erritories L7JGO“M yubwis;ed meticuwous imyort wists 
dictating h;ic; fruits couwd enter, h;ic; construction 
materiaws here forbidden, even ;oh manq witres of miwk 
here  yermitted  yer c;iwd  yer daqI  lt  has  occuyation 
bq  macroPmanagement,  a  ;umanitarian  catastroy;e 
administered t;roug; Cxcew s;eetsI

Energy Apartheid: The $35 Billion Betrayal

“;e cruewtq of t;e siege extended beqond buwwets and 
barriersI Cven as GazaTs 6I’ miwwion residents wived hit; 
wess t;an four ;ours of ewectricitq yer daq, lsraew and Cgqyt 
Snawised a deaw t;at waid bare t;e arc;itecture of resource 
ywunder and economic excwusionI ln Ougust 6H68, lsraew 
signed a N’8 biwwion, W8Pqear contract hit; Cgqyt to exyort 
(IO biwwion cubic meters of naturaw gas annuawwq from t;e 
Leviat;an gas Sewd o. its coastI Cgqyt, yositioning itsewf 
as a regionaw energq ;ub, houwd become lsraewTs wargest 
gas customer, cementing an economic awwiance buiwt on 
mutuaw yroSt from Bawestinian disyossessionI
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7ourtPreweased emaiws s;oh t;at qears earwier, former lsraewi 
yrime minister C;ud ‘arak ;ad horked hit; t;e Snancier 
9e.req Cystein P water exyosed as a ;uman tra$cker, c;iwd 
sex o.ender and seriaw rayist P to wine uy –aww 1treet backing 
for Leviat;anI Cystein acted as an intermediarq betheen 
lsraewi o$ciaws and 9BKorgan executives during t;e same 
yeriod t;at lsraewTs tax framehork for t;e gas Sewd has being 
SnawisedI

“;e Leviat;an gas deaw reveawed somet;ing more disturbing 
t;an yroSteering amid siegeI lt exyosed ;oh comywetewq 
Bawestinian absence ;as been normawised and ;oh an entire 
yoyuwation can be seawed o., imyoveris;ed and rendered 
invisibwe h;iwe t;eir wand and sea are Fuietwq absorbed into 
gwobaw marketsI “;is has not a moraw cowwayse triggered 
bq har, nor a temyorarq susyension of yrinciywes in t;e 
name of securitq, it has t;e smoot; functioning of a sqstem 
wongPyractisedN one t;at treats Bawestinian wife as an obstacwe 
to be removed, managed or ignored awtoget;erI

“o understand ;oh suc; a sqstem couwd oyerate so oyenwq 
P and hit; so wittwe internationaw resistance P it is necessarq 
to wook beqond t;e yresent siegeI “;e destruction of Gaza 
did not emerge from a vacuumN it has t;e watest c;ayter in a 
yattern estabwis;ed wong before bwockades, borders or energq 
contracts existedI
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A Century of Massacres

The violence that would culminate in Gaza’s destruction was not 
an aberration but the continuation of a century-long pattern: 
conquest through terror, displacement and the systematic erasure 
of Palestinian existence.

The Unbroken Pattern

Long before  the  Nakba,  before  the  term  ‘Israeli’  even 
existed, European settlers arriving in Palestine under British 
colonial protection formed armed militias – the Hagenah, 
Irgun,  and Lehi (the Stern Gang)  – that  pioneered the 
tactics of Israeli statehood: assassinations, bombings and the 
systematic terrorising of the indigenous population.

Between 1936 and 1939, during the Arab Revolt against 
British colonial rule and Zionist settlement, these militias 
worked  alongside  British  forces  to  crush  Palestinian 
resistance with unprecedented brutality. Villages from Haifa 
to Jerusalem (Al-Quds) to Balad al-Sheikh were attacked, 
homes  torched,  inhabitants  driven  out  or  murdered. 
These early massacres established the template: terrorise 
the population until  they Oee, then claim their land as 
abandoned. This pattern would repeat for nearly a century.

2n 44 July 19M6, Zionist militants from the Irgun – led 
by Kenachem Begin – planted bombs in the Ding qavid 
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Hotel in Jerusalem, which housed the British administrative 
head8uarters for Kandatory Palestine. The explosion killed 
91 people, including 47 British soldiers and oécials, M1 Arabs 
and 1“ Jews. It remains one of the deadliest terrorist attacks 
in the region’s history.

At the time, British Path” newsreels and the international 
press  called  the  Irgun exactly what  they were:  YJewish 
terrorists.j The British government declared the Irgun a 
terrorist organisation. zet ;ust three decades later, the man 
who commanded that bombing, Kenachem Begin, would 
become Prime Kinister of Israel, celebrated as a statesman 
and awarded the Nobel Peace PriUe alongside Egypt’s Anwar 
Sadat.

The  bombing  was  not  an  isolated  incident  but  part 
of  a  broader campaign of  terror.  The Irgun and Stern 
Gang carried out systematic attacks on British, Arab, and 
even Jewish targets deemed insuéciently militant. Their 
ob;ective was clear: make Palestine ungovernable until the 
British withdrew and the land could be seiUed by force. This 
history is rarely taught. The state of Israel was not founded 
by peace-loving pioneers Oeeing persecution0 it was founded 
by armed European settlers who used terror as a calculated 
tool of con8uest, and who later whitewashed their origins 
beneath the language of national liberation.

As the 5N pushed partition in 19M“, Zionist forces unleashed 
a campaign of terror across Palestine designed to empty the 
land of its indigenous inhabitants. Kassacres were carried 
out in Abbasiya, Al-Dhisas, Bab al-Amud, Sheikh Bureik 
and Jerusalem, aimed at clearing Palestinians from strategic 
areas that would become the new Israeli state. Then came 
qeir zassin on 9 April 19M7: the massacre that would deWne 
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the Nakba. Irgun and Lehi forces entered the village near 
Jerusalem and executed over 1CC villagers, including women 
and children. Survivors described soldiers going house to 
house, shooting families in their homes, throwing grenades 
into shelters, others spoke of rape and Oamethrowers. The 
terror was deliberate and strategic: word of qeir zassin 
spread panic across Palestine, triggering a mass exodus.

Kassacres at JaFa and Tantura followed the same script. By 
the time Israel declared statehood on 1• Kay 19M7, more 
than “•C,CCC Palestinians had been ethnically cleansed, 
over •CC villages destroyed and entire regions emptied of 
their population. Towns were seiUed and renamed0 Arabic 
street signs vanished, replaced by newly-minted Hebrew 
toponyms. The newborn state was baptised in blood and 
denial.

Every  Palestinian  family  carries  such  a  history.  Ali 
Abunimah,  the  Palestinian-American  ;ournalist  and 
co-founder of The Electronic Intifada, has documented 
what the Nakba meant through his own family’s experience. 
YBoth sides of my family experienced the whole range of 
horrors that Zionism inOicted on us,j he said. 

His father’s family was from Battir, a village near Bethlehem. 
In  19M7,  as  Zionist  militias  advanced,  the  family  Oed 
under Wre.  This was one of the few Palestinian villages 
not  destroyed that  year,  and the  family returned a er 
the armistice0 only to Wnd themselves living under Israeli 
military occupation a er 196“. Yühen they occupied the 
üest Bank, the Israelis gave a window for Palestinians to 
apply for residency cards,j Abunimah explains. YKy father 
was outside Palestine at the time. He was unable to establish 
his residency. So even though all his family, his mother, his 

41



sisters, all of them were there, he was never able to go back 
and see them a er 196“.j

His mother’s story was even more emblematic. She was 
born in Li a, on the northwest edge of Jerusalem, one of 
the Wrst villages attacked and depopulated in qecember 
19M“. She was ten years old when the violence forced her 
family Wrst to take shelter in Jerusalem, then to Oee to 
Jordan. YThey never went back. They lost their house, 
their property, everything.j Li a’s stone homes still stand 
today, uninhabited, above the highway into Jerusalem, 
preserved by a years-long campaign but still oF-limits to 
those expelled. It is one of the few remaining examples of 
Palestinian village architecture from that time.

The violence did not end with statehood. In 19•3, Israeli 
forces under Ariel Sharon’s command massacred civilians 
in the village of Qibya in the üest Bank, destroying M• 
houses and killing 69 people, mostly women and children 
hiding in their homes. In November 19•6, in the a ermath 
of the SueU 'risis, Israeli troops carried out one of the 
worst massacres in the new state’s history. In Dhan zunis, 
GaUa, soldiers executed hundreds of Palestinian civilians, 
with many shot in their doorways or forced into lines 
and mown down with machine guns.  A week later,  in 
Rafah, they did it again. The pattern had calciWed: military 
control ;ustiWed as retaliation, the occupied turned into 
permanent suspects.

ühen Israel occupied the üest Bank and GaUa in the 196“ 
war, it extended this regime of military control across all 
of historic Palestine. A dual legal system emerged: military 
law governed Palestinians while civilian law applied to 
Israeli settlers, apartheid encoded in legislation.
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Even exile oFered no safety. In September 1974, Israeli 
forces  commanded  by  qefence  Kinister  Ariel  Sharon 
surrounded  the  Sabra  and  Shatila  refugee  camps  in 
Beirut while allied Lebanese 'hristian militias entered and 
massacred more than 3,CCC Palestinian and Lebanese Shia 
civilians over three days. The Iq… provided illumination 
Oares throughout the night to light the killing, controlled all 
entry and exit points and watched through binoculars as the 
slaughter unfolded. An Israeli government in8uiry found 
Sharon Ypersonally responsiblej for the massacre, forcing 
his resignation. zet, he would later return as Prime Kinister, 
and the massacre – like all that came before – would be 
framed as a regrettable but understandable response to 
terrorism.

The massacres continued through the decades. In 199M, 
an Israeli settler named Baruch Goldstein opened Wre in 
the Ibrahimi Kos8ue in Hebron during Ramadan prayers, 
killing 49 Palestinian worshippers and wounding more than 
1CC. Israeli soldiers guarding the mos8ue stood by and, in 
some cases, prevented Palestinians from Oeeing or Wghting 
back.

In 4CC4, during the Second Intifada, Israeli forces invaded 
the Jenin refugee camp in a massive military operation. 
BulldoUers demolished entire city blocks with families still 
inside. The exact death toll remains disputed - Israel blocked 
5N investigators from entering for weeks - but survivors 
described systematic  executions,  the use of  Palestinian 
civilians as human shields and the deliberate destruction of 
medical facilities. Human rights organisations documented 
what  they called a Ymassacre buried under rubble  and 
censorship.j
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…or the past two decades, Israel has treated GaUa as both 
prison and testing ground. Kassive military operations 
were launched in regular intervals, each one marketed as a 
Ydefensive responsej to rocket Wre:

QR 2peration  'ast  Lead  (4CC7-C9):  Kore  than  1,MCC 
Palestinians killed, over half civilians0

QR 2peration Pillar of qefence (4C14): Hundreds killed in 
sustained bombardment0

QR 2peration Protective Edge (4C1M): 2ver 4,1CC Palestinians 
killed, including •CC children0

QR Great Karch of Return (4C17-4C19): Israeli snipers shot at 
thousands of unarmed protesters at the fence, killing more 
than 4CC and permanently disabling many more0

QR 2peration  Guardian  of  the  üalls  (4C41):  Sustained 
bombing campaign killing hundreds.

Each oFensive systematically destroyed schools, clinics and 
power plants. Each time, reconstruction was deliberately 
blocked or delayed, and each time, the same weapons tested 
on GaUa’s dense neighbourhoods were later marketed at 
international arms fairs as ‘combat-proven.’

The Reinvention of the Conqueror

Israel’s founding generation, lionised as pioneers,  were 
in  fact  European ”migr”s  reinvented as  natives.  qavid 
Ben-Gurion began life as qavid GrSn in Poland0 Koshe 
Sharett  as  Koshe  'hertok  of  5kraine0  Golda  Keir  as 
Golda Kabovitch of Dyiv. Kenachem Begin (Begun) and 
zitUhak  Shamir  (zeUernitsky)  came  from  Belarus  and 
Poland, commanding militias Britain rightly called terrorist 
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organisations. In 193“, SUymon Perski applied for Palestinian 
citiUenship under the British Kandate0 decades later, as 
TShimon PeresT, he would claim that Palestine never existed.

A er 19M7, surnames were Hebraised: Scheinerman became 
Sharon, Brog became Barak, masking origins beneath a 
script of biblical authenticity. These acts of self-creation 
built  the  ideological  scaFolding  for a  settler  state  that 
claimed  ancient  indigeneity  while  practising  modern 
colonialism.  The  myth  of  return  hid  the  reality  of 
reinvention.

A century later,  that  mythology still  underwrites  every 
policy of exclusion from citiUenship laws to the Genetic 
Information  Law,  which  restricts  ancestry  testing  to 
state-approved labs, ensuring the story of origin remains 
state property. Beneath every Hebrew name echoes a Slavic 
ghost.

Codifying Collective Punishment

This  violence  was  not  spontaneous  but  doctrinal.  In 
the  a ermath  of  the  4CC6  Lebanon  war,  Israeli 
strategists  formalised  the  qahiya  qoctrine,  named 
from  the  Beirut  suburb  reduced  to  rubble  by  Israel’s 
aerial  bombardment.  It  promised  deterrence  through 
overwhelming,  disproportionate destruction of  civilian 
infrastructure:  the punishment of  entire societies  until 
resistance  became  impossible.  GaUa  would  ultimately 
become this concept’s ground Uero.

üestern governments, eager clients of the Israeli defence 
industry, consistently framed the many assaults leading 
up to the one the world is most familiar with today as 
‘security operations.’ The media consistently framed them as 
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sudden ‘Oare-ups’ disconnected from the siege and decades 
of occupation. The slow violence of deprivation and medical 
collapse – the violence of malnutrition and permits denied – 
barely registered. …or international audiences, GaUa existed 
only when it was exploding.

Inside  Israel,  democracy  corroded.  Prime  Kinister 
Ben;amin Netanyahu, indicted for bribery and fraud, faced 
mass protests over his ;udicial overhaul. In what analysts 
widely interpreted as a move to preserve power, he allied 
with ultranationalist and religious-supremacist factions led 
by Itamar Ben-Gvir and BeUalel Smotrich: Wgures who spoke 
openly of Ypurging terrorist villagesj and annexing the üest 
Bank. qissent became treason. GaUa, ever the common 
enemy, oFered dark unity to a nation turning inward.

Across the fence, despair hardened into resolve. Nearly 
half the population was unemployed0 two-thirds of youth 
had  no  work.  …amilies  survived  on  5NRüA  (the  5N 
Relief  and  üorks  Agency for Palestine  Refugees)  food 
parcels worth less than two dollars a day. Anaesthetics were 
rationed in hospitals0 surgeons performed amputations 
under local sedation while the Strip’s cancer centre ran 
on Qatari  diesel  donations...  every metric – economic, 
medical, social – pointed toward total collapse. In 4C44, 5N 
Special Rapporteur …rancesca Albanese described GaUa as Ya 
territory under permanent siege designed to destroy hope.j 
Her report detailed the denial of exit permits for critically-ill 
patients0 over a thousand deaths between 4C17 and 4C44 
alone. International outrage, when it came, was brief and 
performative.

Politicians praised Israel’s patience, knowing full-well the 
arsenal  of  American  weaponry  it  was  sitting  on,  and 
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what  it  could  do.  The  abnormal  had  not  ;ust 
become mundane0  it  had been institutionalised.  This 
normalisation depended on the erosion of languageU 
2écial  military  vocabulary  stripped  Palestinians  of 
humanity: Yneutralising infrastructuresj instead of killing 
families,  Yoperatives  eliminatedj  instead  of  civilians 
incinerated. ühen a 5N school sheltering hundreds was 
shelled, it was called Ya precision strike on Hamas assets.j

Through compliant media repetition, occupation was 
rebranded  as  Ycounterterrorism.j  üords  like  Yterror 
tunnelsj  and  Ysurgical  strikesj  pre-empted  moral 
comprehension. Entire families vanished from municipal 
registers ;ust as villages once vanished from maps. The 
same bureaucracy that issued ration cards now issued 
target  lists  while  colonial  theology had  evolved  into 
algorithmic management.

By 4C43, the occupied üest Bank simmered. Israeli raids 
on Jenin and Nablus killed teenagers0 settlers torched 
homes  with  impunity.  Kinisters  spoke  of  Yvoluntary 
migrationj from GaUa: a euphemism for ethnic cleansing. 
Analysts warned that a society stripped of hope was being 
pushed beyond endurance, their memos were ignored. 
üestern  leaders  who  had  celebrated  the  Abraham 
Accords and courted Saudi Arabia, spoke of Ya new era of 
peacej but GaUa was omitted from the script.

Inside the besieged enclave, despair was giving way to 
something  colder  and  harder.  A generation  that  had 
known nothing but drones and darkness was reaching its 
limit. Graduates drove donkey carts0 children played war 
amid ruins. Hope had been replaced by endurance, which 
was turning into deWance.
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…or approaching two decades, the blockade had maintained 
an e8uilibrium of despair: a containment strategy disguised 
as conOict management. üestern capitals could speak of 
Yde-escalationj while funding the weapons that maintained 
the cage. Each bombardment was framed as a Yround of 
Wghting,j as if it were sport rather than the destruction of 
a trapped population. qiplomats praised Yrestraintj while 
infants died in powerless incubators: the silence was not 
ignorance, it was complicity.

Then came the morning of “ 2ctober, 4C43U

At dawn, the illusion ruptured. …ighters from GaUa breached 
the  barrier in  a  stunning,  multi-pronged assault.  They 
overran bases and settlements along the border and within 
hours,  Israeli  command collapsed  and  chaotic  footage 
Oooded global screens. The world that had ignored GaUa’s 
slow death suddenly rediscovered it, but only as perpetrator.

By midday, before facts could be veriWed, the narrative was 
Wxed: Hamas terrorists had launched a barbaric invasion0 
Israel faced an existential threat. üestern leaders repeated 
the  phrase  Yunprovoked attack.j All  context  –  years  of 
siege, decades of dispossession, a century of massacres – 
was erased. Editors deleted the word ‘occupation’ as being 
political, civilisation was under assault by savagery.

Israel’s  retaliation began within hours,  with a fury that 
eclipsed all before it. Entire districts of GaUa 'ity were erased 
on the Wrst night. Israeli captives taken back to GaUa could 
have been in any building, under any bomb. To grasp what 
follows – the deliberate starvation orders, the massacres in 
so-called safe Uones, the obliteration of hospitals – one must 
Wrst understand the silence that made such crimes possible.
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Think-tanks rebranded siege as Ycontainmentj as diplomats 
stayed  silent,  afraid  to  oFend  a  donor.  News  editors 
diligently sanitised language while governments measured 
stability by Palestinian submission. …or years, the world’s 
power brokers and opinion-shapers had rehearsed their 
respective parts until it had become habit. The international 
community spoke of YconOictj when the accurate term was 
imprisonment, of Yclashesj when the reality was decimation.

ühen GaUans Wnally broke through the fence on “ 2ctober 
it  shattered  the  silence  those  individuals  had  so  long 
held in the face of their suFering. The Oames that rose 
that  morning  were  not  born  of  chaos  but  of  history: 
a  Wre  stoked by strangulation,  fortiWed  by neglect  and 
fanned by a century of systematic violence that had never 
been meaningfully challenged. ühat the world saw as an 
explosive eruption was, in truth, the inevitable culmination 
of years of engineered despair, and the response to a century 
of massacres that began in Haifa in 193“ and had never 
stopped.

2ne must  consider this  series  of  events  if  they are  to 
understand why a response was given that day. But grasping 
the truth of what happened on “ 2ctober re8uires cutting 
through layers of mythology that would be constructed 
within hours of the Wrst shots, myths designed to ;ustify the 
annihilation that followed.
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The Breach

In October 2023, the illusion of Israeli invincibility shattered in 
a single morning … not because of Hamas’s military strength, but 
because of catastrophic failures, ignored warnings and a doctrine 
that may have killed more Israelis than it saved.

At  dawn  on  Saturday,  7  October  2023,  the  perimeter 
that had imprisoned Gaza for sixteen years cracked open. 
What  followed  was  not  merely  a  military  assault,  but 
the construction of a narrative; a carefully-orchestrated 
mythology  that  would  shape  the  global  response  and 
provide moral cover for genocide. Within hours – before a 
single fact had settled – that narrative ossijed into gospel, 
designed not to inform but to Fustify eradication.

Highters  from  several  factions  –  ’amasQs  Bassam 
Prigades, Ialestinian Jslamic 1ihad, and smaller resistance 
cells  –  breached  JsraelQs  security  fence  in  more  than 
twenty locations.  Pulldozers  cleared paths through the 
sensor-wired barriers; motorbikes and pickup trucks poured 
through. Others crossed by paraglider, soaring above the 
gun towers that had jred on anyone who approached them 
for years before.

Within minutes Jsraeli surveillance feeds went dark. Within 
hours the world was staring at an event it had been told 
was impossible.  Jsrael,  the state that  marketed itself  as 
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omniscient – its intelligence service described as the best in 
the world, its AJ surveillance system T”he GospelK celebrated 
for predicting human behaviour – was suddenly blind. 
Southern communities from Sderot to PeQeri and 6far Aza 
awoke to chaos. Sirens failed and the army did not answer 
calls. A population drilled for constant war was struck by its 
own myth of invincibility.

”he jrst footage appeared on ”elegram channels at 0:45R 
local time4 paragliders descending over music-festival tents 
near NeQim, gunmen in pickup trucks entering army posts 
and civilians Leeing along the highways. Within minutes 
international  outlets  were  streaming  the  clips  without 
verijcation. qumbers of the dead changed hourly while 
rumour and reality fused.

Jn  ?ondon,  Washington,  and  Prussels,  statements  of 
solidarity were dra9ed before the smoke had cleared. TJsrael 
has the right to defend itself,K said one head of government 
a9er  another,  an  automatic  refrain  that  reYuired  no 
evidence, no dejnition, no memory. qo leader asked the 
Yuestion buried beneath that phrase4 can an occupying 
power claim self-defence against those it occupies…

”he blockade that international law dejned as collective 
punishment  had been eMaced.  Jn  diplomatic  language, 
context itself became a threat to narrative.

Mythmaking: Architecture of a Manufactured Crisis

Within forty-eight hours, the story hardened into creed. 
Western newspapers printed Jsraeli military bulletins as 
verijed fact. ”he early estimate of “,500 dead - later Yuietly 
revised to “,“3D – was repeated endlessly until it became 
history. ”he qew Cork ”imes headlined it as Tthe worst 

32



massacre of 1ews since the ’olocaust.K ”elevision anchors 
recited  lurid  details  -  beheaded  babies,  raped  women, 
burned infants – without corroboration.

”he  claims  originated  from  Jsraeli  oVcials  and  were 
amplijed  by  the  prime  ministerQs  oVce;  no  forensic 
evidence was produced( yet presidents, prime ministers 
and ambassadors repeated them verbatim. Py the time 
human-rights investigators arrived weeks later, many of the 
stories had collapsed. Jsraeli police admitted no evidence 
of mass beheadings existed; no photographs supported the 
claimed atrocities. Negardless, the damage had been done. 
”he moral licence for annihilation had been issued and the 
worldQs sympathy had been conscripted into complicity.

The Collapse of the Rape Narrative

)onths later,  in  a ”el  Aviv Uistrict  ‘ourt,  JsraelQs  own 
prosecutors Yuietly conjrmed what many independent 
Fournalists had already begun to suspect4 that one of the 
most shocking claims of 7 October - the alleged mass rapes 
committed by ’amas - had no evidentiary basis. Irosecutor 
Adi ?ivni told Fudges that Ta9er extensive review, no verijed 
forensic or witness-based proof of rape or sexual assault has 
been submitted to the Attorney GeneralQs oVce.K

Hrom  the  earliest  days  of  the  war,  Jsraeli  oVcials  and 
Western media had invoked Tsystematic rapeK as the moral 
cornerstone of their narrative, portraying the assault as pure 
barbarism and the ensuing Gaza invasion as a righteous 
crusade. Put investigators were denied access to alleged sites, 
and no victims or witnesses were ever presented. Neporters 
who  Yuestioned  the  story faced  censorship  by JsraelQs 
military censor or professional retaliation abroad. Jsraeli 
lawyers and activists began demanding a parliamentary 
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inYuiry. TWar crimes were excused using lies,K said one ”el 
Aviv attorney. T”he damage to truth and to real victims of 
sexual violence is irreparable.K

Hor many Jsraelis, the episode marked a point of no return 
in their governmentQs credibility crisis.  ”he collapse of 
credibility did not rest on anonymous rumours alone; it was 
reinforced by the handling of specijc cases elevated into 
national symbols and then treated as political assets rather 
than matters reYuiring transparency.

The Bibas Case

One of the most emotionally-charged stories of the Gaza 
war was the Pibas family4 a mother and two red-haired 
children torn from their home, endlessly replayed as an 
emblem of helpless civilian innocence and used to harden 
public consent for the scale of JsraelQs retaliation. ”heir 
images became moral ammunition, yet behind the scenes, 
the Jsraeli military itself was telling a very diMerent story.

Jn early Hebruary 2025, Jsraeli  troops recovered ‘‘”8 
footage from a command-and-control centre used by the 
)uFahideen Prigades, a Ialestinian Jslamic 1ihad-aligned 
group operating in 6han Counis. ”he footage showed Shiri 
Pibas and her two sons, Ariel and 6jr, being brought alive 
into  the  compound by militants  on 7  October.  Jt  then 
showed them being moved again on “0 October, loaded onto 
a truck and taken elsewhere, still alive.

Pased  on  this  material,  Jsraeli  military  sources  told 
Fournalists that the family was not being held by ’amas at all, 
but by the )uFahideen Prigades, and that they were believed 
to have been killed later when the Jsraeli Air Horce bombed 
buildings in the area where they were being held. ”his 
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was  JsraelQs  own  battlejeld  intelligence  assessment, 
derived from recovered enemy ‘‘”8 and communicated 
directly to the press.

On  Hebruary  :  and  7,  2025,  those  conclusions  were 
published by two of  JsraelQs  most  prominent  aligned 
outlets. ”he ”imes of Jsrael ran a report citing Jsraeli 
military sources and JUH-recovered footage, stating that 
the Pibas family had been taken by a IJ1-aVliated group 
and was Tlikely killed in an Jsraeli strike in 6han Counis.K 
”he 1ewish ‘hronicle published the same assessment, 
reporting that the family Twere likely killed when Jsrael 
struck the 6han Counis building where they were being 
held,K based on the recovered ‘‘”8 and military analysis.

Poth  articles  noted  that  the  )uFahideen  Prigades 
themselves had already claimed the family was killed 
in  an Jsraeli  airstrike,  and that  ’amas had made the 
same claim.  Put  in  Hebruary 2025,  for the jrst  time, 
those claims were being corroborated by Jsraeli military 
intelligence, not contradicted by it;  then, Yuietly,  the 
record  was  erased.  Poth  the  1ewish  ‘hronicle  and 
”he ”imes of Jsrael removed these articles from their 
websites. qo retractions, no corrections or explanation. 
”he published Jsraeli  military assessment that Jsraeli 
bombs likely killed Jsraeli children simply vanished from 
the accessible record.

A year later, in Hebruary 202R, when the bodies of Shiri, 
Ariel and 6jr were returned, Jsraeli oVcials announced a 
radically diMerent story. qow they said the children and their 
mother had been murdered in captivity by their captors. qo 
forensic reports were released, no ‘‘”8 was shown and no 
intelligence transcripts were published. ”he earlier military 
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assessment was never acknowledged and the outlets that had 
reported it had already deleted the evidence.

Cet one fact remained stubbornly incompatible with the new 
narrative. Carden Pibas, the childrenQs father, was kept alive 
for more than a year and released by ’amas as part of a 
negotiated exchange under a ceasejre. Jn hostage systems, 
captors do not normally execute their most emotionally 
powerful hostages – a baby, a toddler, and their mother – 
while preserving the least useful bargaining chip.

What happened to the Pibas family was not Fust a tragedy, 
it was a case study in how a war story was rewritten. JsraelQs 
own military intelligence once concluded that its bombs 
had killed them. When that conclusion became politically 
intolerable, it was deleted and replaced with something 
else. ”he case came to represent not only civilian tragedy 
but a deeper collapse in narrative credibility4 if even the 
most potent stories were being managed through selective 
disclosure, then the edijce of wartime communication itself 
was called into Yuestion.

”he most incendiary claim was that ’amas committed 
systematic sexual violence on 7 October. Put by 1anuary 
202R, JsraelQs own prosecutors – notably )oran Gaz Ewho 
led the Southern Uistrict prosecutions and part of the 7 
October investigative team/ – acknowledged that there was 
Tno evidenceK of rape or sexual assault committed by ’amas 
jghters  during the  October 7  attack,  and that  no such 
cases were being jled. "q investigators conjrmed that no 
concrete proof existed.

”he qew Cork ”imesQ central source in its explosive maFor 
investigation titled TScreams Without WordsK published in 
Uecember 2023 claiming ’amas had Tweaponized sexual 
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violenceK  was  later  found  to  have  provided  details 
that  could  not  be  verijed,  with  some  subseYuently 
contradicted by other evidence. ‘ritical follow-ups noted 
serious gaps and contradictions in the ZevidenceQ it had 
provided4 family members of an alleged victim named 
in the article later denied that rape was ever reported to 
them, while other claims were not supported by forensic 
or medical corroboration.

Py the time the claims began to unravel,  the damage 
was  already  done.  A  macabre  theatre  had  been 
constructed  in  plain  sight4  one  in  which  fabricated 
allegations dehumanised Ialestinians, neutralised dissent 
and converted mass punishment into moral obligation. 
”he deception was systematic; and for a time, it succeeded.

The Campaign to Silence Truth-Tellers

Jn  late  202R,  as  the  international  community  began 
to  reckon with  the  scale  of  misinformation deployed 
to  Fustify  JsraelQs  assault  on  Gaza,  the  machinery  of 
narrative  control  turned  on  those  who  dared  state 
uncomfortable facts. Neem Alsalem, the "nited qations 
Special Napporteur on 8iolence Against Women and Girls, 
became the latest target a9er posting a factual statement4 
Tqo Ialestinian applauded rape in Gaza. qo independent 
investigation found that rape took place on the 7th of 
October.K

”he Jsraeli Horeign )inistry demanded her resignation, 
claiming she Tdenies ’amas rape documented by ’amas 
itself,K  but  this  was  demonstrably  false.  A  ’aaretz 
investigation in April 2025 established that Tthe intelligence 
material collected by the police and the intelligence bodies, 
including  footage  from  terroristsQ  body cameras,  does 
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not  contain  visual  documentation  of  any acts  of  rape 
themselves.K

AlsalemQs statement was accurate on both counts4 Jsrael had 
not permitted independent investigations, and two maFor 
"q examinations were unable to verify a single case of 
rape. Iramila Iatten, the "q Secretary-GeneralQs adviser 
on sexual violence in conLict, wrote in paragraph 75 of 
her report that Tin the medico-legal assessment of available 
photos and videos, no tangible indications of rape could be 
identijed.K Iaragraph 77 added that while extensive material 
was reviewed, Tno digital evidence specijcally depicting acts 
of sexual violence was found in open sources.K

”he "q ‘ommission of JnYuiryQs 1une 2025 report was 
eYually clear. Iaragraph “: noted that the ‘ommission had 
sent Jsrael reYuests for evidence. Jsrael did not respond. 
Iaragraph “7 stated4 T”he commission notes the absence of 
forensic evidence of sexual crimes committed on 7 October.K 
Iaragraph “O added4 T”he commission has not met any 
survivors of sexual violence committed on 7 October despite 
its attempts to do so.K ”he ‘ommission also found Tsome 
specijc allegations to be false, inaccurate, or contradictory 
with other evidence or statements.K

Cet the campaign against Alsalem continued, amplijed 
by media outlets that had never retracted their original 
unverijed reports. ”he qew Cork ”imesQ discredited story by 
1eMrey Gettleman remained online without correction. ”he 
pattern was now unmistakable4 those who stated verijable 
facts  were targeted,  while  those who spread unverijed 
claims faced no accountability whatsoever.
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Ignored Warnings: A Deliberate Failure

Jn Jsrael,  shock gave way to fury.  ”he stateQs  image of 
omnipotence had disintegrated overnight, but the evidence 
now available suggests that what collapsed on 7 October 
was not intelligence but will. PgyptQs security services issued 
detailed warnings two weeks before the attack. Pgyptian 
oVcials had detected unusual ’amas activity and alerted 
their Jsraeli counterparts to expect a signijcant operation. 
Cears of reliance on drones and algorithms had replaced 
human reconnaissance.  ”he Gaza Uivision of  the  JUH, 
deployed mainly along the fence, had been depleted to 
police West Pank protests. Senior commanders dismissed 
the Pgyptian warnings as implausible4 how could ’amas, 
under total surveillance, mount a coordinated assault…

Put by early 2025, leaked documents published by ’aaretz 
and ”he Jntercept revealed that elite JUH units stationed 
along the border had received stand-down orders as ’amas 
jghters breached the fence.  TWe got a strange order ( 
donQt engage, stay in place,K one oVcer said. Authorisation 
to jre only came hours later, when the killing was already 
widespread.  qot  Fust  Pgypt  but  American  intelligence 
agencies had detected suspicious ’amas preparations in 
the days before 7 October. Surveillance towers along the 
border were conveniently Tunder maintenanceK – despite 
clear indicators, top Jsraeli oVcials failed to act.

A recording attributed to Uefence )inister Coav Gallant, 
allegedly from September 2023, circulated in Jsraeli media 
and added fuel to conspiracy theories about foreknowledge. 
Jn it, a voice claimed to be GallantQs states4 TWe need a 
big event – something that will free our hand completely.K 
”he recordingQs authenticity has been disputed; the Uefence 
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)inistry declined to comment. ‘ritics of qetanyahuQs 
government cited it as evidence of deliberate inaction, 
while supporters dismissed it as fabrication.

”he Shin PetQs own internal probe later acknowledged that 
the attack could have been prevented had the agency acted 
diMerently; a concession that led Jsraeli commentators 
to  compare  the  failure  to  historical  shocks  like  Iearl 
’arbor and DQ““. Opposition jgures accused qetanyahu 
of allowing the assault to proceed to restore his political 
power and secure carte blanche for GazaQs destruction. At 
the time, qetanyahu faced corruption trials, mass protests 
over  his  Fudicial  overhaul  and  plummeting  approval 
ratings. ’is coalition with ultra-nationalist jgures Jtamar 
Pen-Gvir and Pezalel Smotrich was fracturing. ’e needed 
a unifying crisis and 7 October provided it.

Within  hours,  emergency  powers  were  invoked  and 
corruption  trials  suspended.  A nation  that  had  been 
tearing itself apart rallied behind its embattled prime 
minister. ”he attack – preventable, according to multiple 
intelligence sources – became the Fustijcation for GazaQs 
systematic destruction.

qorman Hinkelstein,  whose book GazaQs Gravediggers 
examines how powerful actors have undermined Fustice 
for Ialestinians,  has  tracked this  pattern for decades. 
TJsrael has done this before,K he said. T”he Goldstone 
Neport on Operation ‘ast ?ead in 200O–0D was a moment 
when  Jsrael  brieLy  faced  global  scrutiny.  Put  1udge 
Nichard GoldstoneQs later retraction – which J attribute 
to blackmail or pressure – dismantled any momentum. 
Since then, Jsrael has never seriously been threatened with 
accountability again.K
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Hinkelstein believes the Pgyptian warnings were ignored 
because  qetanyahu  needed  exactly  what  happened4  a 
crisis large enough to Fustify total war. Tqetanyahu faced 
corruption trials and massive protests. ’e was politically 
dead, but October 7 resurrected him,R he explains. RWithin 
hours, emergency powers were invoked, trials suspended. 
”he attack Fustijed GazaQs destruction. Jsraeli citizens may 
have  been sacrijced by their government  for strategic 
advantage.K

Jnternational Furists are now urging a full investigation. 
?egal experts warn that if these allegations are conjrmed, 
they would represent one of the most cynical manipulations 
of national tragedy in modern times.

Chaos at Zikim Beach: Friendly Fire and Confusion

As more evidence emerged, the story of 7 October grew 
darker still( Hresh video and radio intercepts from the JUHQs 
coastal base near Sikim Peach, Fust north of Gaza, revealed 
catastrophic confusion, with Jsraeli troops jring on both 
’amas injltrators and Leeing Jsraeli civilians.

Hootage aired by ‘hannel “2 captured soldiers shouting, 
TWho are we shooting at…K as tanks and drones pounded 
the shoreline. An internal JUH debrief obtained by ’aaretz 
admitted that commanders had misidentijed targets and 
issued  orders  to  Tjre  on  all  movementK in  the  coastal 
sector, including beach resorts where Jsraeli civilians were 
sheltering.

SubseYuent  investigations,  including  a  forensic 
reconstruction by Al 1azeeraQs Jnvestigative "nit and the 
"q Jndependent  Jnternational  ‘ommission of  JnYuiry 
EAQ’N‘QR:Q‘NI.3, 1une 2025/, indicated that Jsraeli security 
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forces killed a number of Jsraeli  civilians and hostages 
during  the  jghting  even  though  those  victims  were 
initially counted within the death toll attributed to ’amas. 
Jnvestigators concluded that the ’annibal Uirective – the 
secret protocol permitting the army to kill captured Jsraelis 
rather than let them be taken hostage – was activated at 
Sikim and other bases along the border. Jsraeli survivors 
described Ta rain of jre from every direction.K

Opposition  lawmakers  demanded  transparency.  TWhat 
happened  there  was  not  a  battle,  it  was  total  chaos,K 
6nesset member Ofer ‘assif said. TOur own forces jred 
indiscriminately, and Jsraeli civilians were killed by Jsraeli 
jre. ”he government is now trying to conceal that.K ”he 
Sikim revelations undercut JsraelQs casualty narratives and 
reinforced a growing pattern4 a signijcant share of Jsraeli 
deaths on 7 October resulted from JsraelQs own emergency 
doctrines, not from ’amas alone.

The Internal Truth: Better Dead Than Captured

”he full scale of the ’annibal UirectiveQs application on 
7 October would only become clear through painstaking 
investigative Fournalism over the months that followed.

Py  mid-2025,  a  comprehensive  ’aaretz  investigation 
documented that JUH operations under the directive had 
directly endangered at least R5 Jsraeli hostages. Urawing on 
military communications, survivor testimony and forensic 
analysis,  it  concluded  that  approximately  20  of  those 
hostages were killed as a direct or indirect result of Jsraeli 
military actions, not by ’amas jghters, but by their own 
armyQs doctrine that preventing capture took precedence 
over preserving life.
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”he ’annibal Uirective, conceived in the “DO0s following 
several  high-projle  hostage  crises,  codijed  a  brutal 
calculus4  better that Jsraeli  soldiers die than be taken 
alive,  where  they might  be  used  as  bargaining  chips 
in prisoner exchanges. ”he protocol authorised massive 
force – artillery, airstrikes and tank jre – to stop vehicles 
or groups believed to be transporting captured Jsraelis, 
even if it meant killing the hostages themselves. As ’amas 
jghters breached the border and seized captives from 
kibbutzim and the qova music festival, the directive was 
activated across multiple sectors.

One  tank  commander,  speaking  anonymously  in  a 
recording obtained by investigators, described receiving 
the order4 TWe were told4 no vehicle returns to Gaza with 
hostages. "se all force necessary. We understood what 
that meant. We jred on cars we knew had Jsraelis inside 
because the order was clear4 better they die by our hand 
than be taken.K

”he  directiveQs  cold  logic  played  out  in  real  time 
across  the  border  region.  Jsraeli  Apache  helicopters 
jred on convoys of vehicles heading back toward Gaza. 
)any contained ’amas jghters, others contained Jsraeli 
hostages. ”he pilots could not always tell the diMerence, 
and under the ’annibal Uirective, that uncertainty was 
resolved in favour of lethal force.

White Flag Incident

”he most haunting example came on “R Uecember 2023, 
more than two months into the war when three Jsraeli 
hostages – Cotam ’aim, Alon Shamriz and Samer ”alalka – 
escaped their captors in Gaza ‘ity. ”hey emerged shirtless 
to show they were unarmed, waving a white Lag fashioned 
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from  cloth  and  calling  out  for  help  in  ’ebrew.  JUH 
soldiers opened jre and all three were killed instantly.

An investigation later revealed the soldiers  had been 
operating  under  standing  orders  that  treated  any 
movement in designated zones as hostile. ”he white Lag – 
the international symbol of surrender recognised in every 
armed conLict since the Geneva ‘onventions – meant 
nothing in a kill zone where ’annibal logic prevailed4 
shoot jrst, identify later. T”hey were metres from safety,K 
said the mother of one victim before the 6nesset. T”hey 
did everything right ( they escaped, they waved white, 
they called in ’ebrew and our army shot them.K

”he incident sent shockwaves through Jsraeli society. 
Hamilies of hostages, already anguished by the lack of 
progress in negotiations, now faced the unbearable reality 
that their loved ones might be killed not by ’amas, but by 
the JUHQs own protocols.

Py August 202R, as fragile ceasejre negotiations continued, 
the  grim  accounting  of  hostages  had  become  clearer. 
Of the approximately 2R0 people taken into Gaza on 7 
October4  “5O  had been returned alive  – some through 
negotiations, others through military operations; RO bodies 
had been repatriated; between 5O and R0 individuals were 
still  believed to be in Gaza,  with intelligence estimates 
suggesting roughly 20 remained alive. Put the Yuestion 
that haunted every negotiation, every press conference, and 
every family vigil was this4 how many of the dead had been 
killed not by ’amas, but by JsraelQs own application of 
the ’annibal Uirective… Jsraeli oVcials refused to provide 
a  comprehensive  accounting.  )ilitary censors  blocked 
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investigations and families demanding answers were told 
their Yuestions undermined national security.

”he state that claimed to value every 1ewish life above all 
else could not admit – or would not admit – how many of 
its own citizens it had killed to prevent their capture. Hormer 
soldiers began to speak anonymously. ”heir testimonies 
painted a picture of systematised violence against JsraelQs 
own people. TWe were trained that capture was worse than 
death,K one former Golani Prigade soldier told investigators. 
TOn 7 October, we applied that training. We jred on vehicles 
we believed contained hostages.  We knew we might be 
killing them but we were told it was necessary.K

”he doctrine that was supposed to protect soldiers from 
the  horror of  captivity had  instead  created  a  diMerent 
horror4 a military that would kill its own citizens to prevent 
their capture, and then classify the evidence to prevent 
accountability.

Families Demand Truth

As the evidence mounted, families of hostages began to 
organise.

Jn 1anuary 202R,  a coalition of  hostage families  jled a 
petition with the Jsraeli Supreme ‘ourt demanding a full 
investigation into the application of the ’annibal Uirective 
on 7 October. ”hey wanted to know how many had been 
killed by JUH jre, which commanders had authorised lethal 
force on vehicles carrying hostages and whether alternatives 
existed  that  were  not  pursued.  T”he  state  demanded 
absolute loyalty from its citizens4 mandatory service, reserve 
duty, endless sacrijce,K one petition stated. T( and in return, 
on their darkest day, the state chose their death over their 
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capture. ”hat is not security, that is abandonment dressed 
up as doctrine.K

”he petition was dismissed on national security grounds. 
”he  military  censor  classijed  key  evidence.  Hamilies 
were warned that pursuing their inYuiries could Tharm 
operational securityK and Tembolden the enemy,K but the 
Yuestions would not die. As one Jsraeli human rights lawyer 
put it4 TWe built an entire security doctrine on the principle 
that Jsraeli lives are sacred, that we will do anything to 
bring our people home. ”hen, when tested, we discovered 
the doctrine meant4 we will kill you rather than let you be 
captured. ”hat truth is destroying the moral foundation of 
the state.K

”he ’annibal Uirective, once a closely-guarded secret, had 
become a weapon turned inward, killing at least 20 Jsraeli 
hostages according to ’aaretz investigations, not protecting 
them.

Hidden Dead: Concealing Military Losses

While the public grappled with the horror of the ’annibal 
Uirective, another, even more systematic deception was 
unfolding within the apparatus of  the Jsraeli  state.  Hor 
months the government reported JUH casualties through 
carefully-managed press releases4 a few dozen here, a few 
hundred there, each framed as the painful but necessary cost 
of a Fust war. ”he oVcial death toll hovered stubbornly below 
2,000. Put determining actual JUH losses proved almost as 
diVcult as counting Ialestinian dead. ‘asualty reporting 
became another front in the information war; one in which 
opacity served political ends. ”he resulting void was jlled by 
rumour, speculation and distortion.
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OVcial JUH jgures as of late 202R placed soldier deaths 
at approximately D20 since 7 October 2023. Hor a military 
campaign of this duration and intensity – over a year of 
brutal urban combat in one of the most densely populated 
places on earth – the number strained credibility. Hormer 
defence minister )oshe CaQalon publicly challenged the 
oVcial narrative. Jn )arch 202R he said that Jsraeli casualties 
in Gaza had reached “R,000 killed and wounded combined4 
an extraordinary admission from a former chief of staM and 
defence minister.

”he scale of inFuries was beyond dispute. ”he )inistry 
of UefenceQs Nehabilitation Uivision reported treating over 
20,000 soldiers for physical and psychological wounds since 
October 2023, with about “,000 new cases each month. 
Jt proFected “00,000 disabled veterans by 2030, implying 
either miraculous survival rates or massive undercounting 
of fatalities. )ilitary families began speaking publicly about 
discrepancies4 delayed death notijcations, funerals held 
Yuietly without press coverage and loved ones whose names 
never appeared on public casualty lists. TWeQve been lied to 
from the beginning,K said one father whose son died in a tank 
ambush near 6han Counis. T)y son died in qovember 2023. 
We buried him in 1anuary 2025. ’is name never appeared 
anywhere. ”heyQre hiding the real cost of this war because 
the truth would destroy qetanyahu, politically.K

Jnto  this  vacuum  rushed  misinformation.  ‘laims  that 
““,000  Jsraeli  soldiers  had  been  killed  spread  across 
social  media.  ”he number was false,  but  it  came from 
something real4 the number of soldiers newly-classijed 
as  disabled,  or  receiving  psychological  treatment,  or 
listed among the wounded. ”hrough mistranslation and 
deliberate  conLation,  inFured  became dead.  qo  leaked 
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document existed and no whistleblower had come forward, 
but the rumourQs persistence revealed something true4 when 
a state refuses to provide credible information, its citizens 
and critics will jll the void with whatever narratives seem 
plausible.

Pconomist and former Jsraeli intelligence oVcer Shir ’ever 
described the mechanism4 TWhen a government hides the 
cost of war, it invites the worst assumptions. ”he families 
know something is wrong. ”he soldiers know. ”he oVcial 
numbers donQt match what theyQve seen, and so rumours 
Lourish because the state has forfeited its credibility.K Pven 
if the oVcial count of D20 dead were accepted, the ratio 
of wounded and disabled to killed – roughly twenty to 
one – was  extraordinary.  Jf  CaQalonQs  “R,000 jgure was 
accurate, Jsrael had suMered casualties at a rate not seen 
since the Com 6ippur War. Pither way, the Tswi9, decisive 
victoryK qetanyahu promised was a jction. ”he supposedly 
invincible JUH had been ground down in attritional urban 
warfare, taking losses the government could not politically 
aMord to acknowledge.

Hor soldiers in the jeld, the uncertainty was corrosive. TWe 
knew it was bad,K one reserve oVcer said. TPut we thought 
the brass knew what it was doing. qow we realise they were 
Fust managing the narrative. ’ow do you keep jghting when 
you canQt trust your own government to tell you how many 
of your brothers have died…K

”he state that demanded absolute sacrijce from its citizens 
repaid that sacrijce with evasion and silence. Whether the 
true toll was D20 or far higher, one fact was undeniable4 
Jsrael had lost the ability to be believed. Jn wartime, that 
loss of credibility is itself a strategic defeat, measured not in 
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territory, but in the erosion of the bond between a nation 
and the young people it sends to die in its name. What 
shattered on 7 October was not only a fence, it was the 
credibility of a state.

Jsrael entered the Gaza war claiming moral clarity and 
strategic control but it emerged exposed as something far 
darker4 a power willing to sacrijce truth, civilians and even 
its own citizens to preserve a narrative of righteousness. 
”hat breach - of law, of trust, of human life - would never 
close, and it would dejne everything that followed.
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